i—S  '•  A/L.  / A f^)  J 


OU\c^  M 


( 


r 

I 


i 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive  '• 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


r 


https://archive.org/details/b28776185 


TRAVELS 

IÎÏTO  THE 

INTERIOR,  PARTS 

OP 

AFRICA. 


BY  THE  WAY  OP  THE 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE; 

t 

IN  THE  YEARS  1780,  81,  82,  83,  8i,  AND  85. 
TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH  OF  M.  LE  VAILLANT. 

THE  SECOND  EDITION, 


ILLUSTRATED  WITH  TWELVE  ELEGANT  COPPER-PLATES. 


VOL.  n. 


( 

LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  G.  G.  AND  J.  ROBINSON,  PATERNOSTER- 
• ROW. 


1796, 


/ 


A 


TRAVELS 

INTO  TH» 

IN^TERIOR  PARTS 

Ot 

A F R I G A. 


During  the  thirty-fix  hours  which  I 
fpent  with  thefe  Gonaquas,  I had  time  to 
make  feveral  obfervations  that  wefe  of 
great  ufe  to  me,  and  particularly  refpedt^ 
ing  their  language  and  pronunciation.  I re- 
marked that  they  make  a clapping  noife 
wdth  the  tongue  like  the  reft  of  the  Hotten- 
tots. This  clapping  I fiiall  explain  hereafter, 
and  likewife  the  manner  in  which  they  vary 
it.  Though  their  dialedl  was  the  fame,  they 
had,  however,  fome  terminations  which  nei- 
ther I nor  my  people  could  always  under- 
ftand. 
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They  differed  from  mine,  in  having  the 
colour  of  their  fkin  darker,  the  nofe  not  fo 
fiat,  and  a greater  ftature  ; in  a word,  by  a 
nobler  air  and  figure.  The  portraits  of  Na- 
rina  and  a Gonaqua,  faithfully  copied,  and 
here  given,  may  ferve  to  convey  an  idea  of 
this  difference. 

When  they  accoft  any  one,  they  flretch 
forth  the  hand,  faying,  I falute  you. 

This  word  and  ceremony,  which  are  employ- 
ed by  the  Caffres,  are  not  ufed  by  the  Hot- 
tentots, properly  fo  called. 

This  affinity  of  cuftoms,  manners,  and 
even  conformation;  their  being  fo  near  Great 
Caffraria,  and  the  accounts  I afterwards  re- 
ceived, convinced  me  that  thefe  hordes 
Gonaquas,  who  equally  refemble  the  Caffres 
and  the  Hottentots,  muft  be  a mixed  breed 
produced  by  thefe  two  nations. 

The  drefs  of  the  men,  arranged  with  more 
fymmetry,  has  the  fame  fhape  as  that  of  the 
Hottentots  ; but,  as  the  Gonaquas  are  a little 
taller,  they  make  their  mantles  of  calves  in- 
ftead  of  fheeps  fkins;  they  are  both  called 
krojs.  Several  of  them  wear  hanging  from 
their  necks  a bit  of  ivory,  or  very  white 
flieep’s  bone;  and  this  contraft  of  the  two 
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colours  produces  a good  efFed,  and  is  very 
becoming. 

When  the  weather  is  exceflively  hot,  the 
men  lay  afide  every  part  of  their  drefs  that  is 
fuperfluous,  and  retain  only  what  they  name 
their  jackals.  This  is  a piece  of  the  fkin  of 
the  animal  fo  called,  with  which  they  cover 
what  nature  bids  them  conceal,  and  which 
is  faftened  to  their  girdle.  This  veil  how'- 
ever,  negligently  arranged,  may  be  confide- 
ed  as  an  ufelefs  appendage,  and  is  of  very 
little  fervice  to  their  modefty. 

The  women,  much  fonder  of  drefs  than 
the  men,  employ  more  care  in  adorning  their 
perfçns.  They  wear  a krofs  like  the  latter, 
but  the  apron  which  conceals  their'  fex  is 
larger  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots.  During 
the  great  heats,  they  retain  only  this  apron, 
with  a {kin  which  defcends,  behind,  from 
their  girdle  to  the  calf  of  the  leg. 

Young  girls,  below  the  age  of  nine  years, 
go  perfedlly  naked;  when  they  attain  to  that 
age,  they  wear  nothing  but  a fmall  apron. 

I fliall  foon  return  to  other  peculiarities 
by  which  this  nation  are  diflinguifhed,  for  I 
have  not  yet  done  with  them, 
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At  night  the  Hottentot  whom  I had  feîït 
along  with  Haabas,  arrived  from  his  horde 
accompanied  by  two  new  Gonaquas,  who 
brought  me  a fat  ox,  which  their  chief  beg-^ 
ged  me  to  accept.  Narina,  putting  me  ini 
mind  of  my  promifes,  feat  me  a bafket  of 
goats-milk,  which  (he  knew  I was  very  fond 
of.  Her  filler,  when  flie  faw  the  prefents 
which  fhe  had  received,  regretted  much  that 
Ihe  had  not  gone  along  with  her  to  vifit  my 
camp;  and  ftie  ordered  the  two  melfengers 
of  Haabas,  from  whom  I learned  this  intelli- 
gence,'to 'thank  me  for  thofe  1 had  fent  her 
by  her  mother.  Having  accepted  the  ox 
and  the  fheep  which  were  prefented  to  me, 
I ordered  the  inefl'engers  to  be  entertained 
with,  tobacco  and  brandy.  One  of  thefe  people 
refembled  Narina  fo  much  that  I took  him 
for  her  brother  ; but  he  was  only  her  coufin. 
Features  full  of  mildnefs,  and  an  eleg-ant 
ligure,  rendered  this  man  one  of  the  moil 
beautiful  lavages  I had  ever  feen.  He  told 
me  lèverai  particulars  refpeding  the  Gona- 
(}uas  which  Haabas  had  not  mentioned.  He 
informed  me  that,  before  the  war  with  the 
Caftres,  his  horde  was  compofed  of  only  one 
family,  of  which  Narina  s grandfather  had 
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been  the  laft  chief  ; that,  at  his  death,  it  had 
remained  a long  time  without  any  leader; 
but  that,  when  the  war  broke  out,  Haabas’ 
horde,  which  formerly  inhabited  the  banks 
of  the  river,  near  its  mouth,  had  joined  his, 
that  they  might  unite  their  forces,  in  cafe 
they  Ihould  be  attacked  by  the  common 
enemy;  that  the  horde  would  not  receive 
Haabas,  pretending  that  it  was  at  liberty  to 
choofe  its  own  chief;  and  that  it  was  not  juft 
that  ftrangers  fliould  give  laws  to  a horde  which 
had  readily  admitted  them  among  them.  He 
added,  that  there  had  been  much  quarrel- 
ing, and  feveral  combats  between  them  ; 
that  a good  deal  of  blood  had  been  died, 
fome  favages  killed,  and  many  wounded; 
but  that  their  common  intereft  having  at 
length  obliged  them  to  unite  againft  a fud- 
den  incurfion  of  the  Caifres,  the  prudent 
and  courageous  conduit  of  Haabas,  who  re- 
pelled their  attack,  had  made  him  be  unani- 
moufly  proclaimed  the  chief  of  the  two 
hordes,  which  by  alliances,  marriages,  and 
good  friendihip,  formed  at  that  time  only  one. 

When  my  brandy  began  to  operate  on  the 
brains  of  thefe  two  Gonaquas,  they  feemed 
to  be  fo  fond  of  talking,  that  they  could 
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fcarcely  put  ah  end  to  their  relations.  It 
was  near  one  in  the  morning  when  I quitted 
them,  in  order  that  I might  retire  to  reft; 
and  I recommended  it  to  my  people  to  imi- 
tate my  example,  as  I intended  next  morn- 
ing to  go  on  a grand  excurfion,  in  purfuit  of 
birds,  and  had  fixed  the  break  of  day  for  the 
time  of  our  departure. 

Having  fet  out  as  foon  as  the  fun  appeared, 
Narina’s  coufin  requefted  permiflion  to  follow 
me,  as  he  faid  it  would  give  him  great  plea- 
fure  to  fee  me  fire  my  double-barrelled  fufee, 
which  was  a phenomenon  he  could  not  com- 
prehend. 

I confented,  therefore,  and  gave  him  my 
carabine  to  carry,  becaufe  it  might  happen 
that  we  ftiould  meet  with  large  animals  in  our 
way. 

It  was  not  long  before  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  gratifying  Amiroo%  *'  curiofity  ; for 
having  got  within  reach  of  a vulture,  which 
I had  feen  perch  on  the  point  of  a rock,  I 
wounded  it  at  the  firft  fhot,  and  killed  it  with 
a fecpnd,  as  it  was  attempting  to  fly.  Ami- 
roo’s  companions,  when  they  returned  to 
the  horde,  had  told  him  that  I could  fire  fe- 
* This  was  the  name  of  Narina’s  coufin, 
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veral  tîmes  fuceefïively;  but,  naturally  judg- 
ing of  my  arms  by  liis  own,  he  could  not 
believe  that  it  was  poffible  to  wound  twice 
with  the  fame  arrow.  He  was  therefore 
greatly  aftonifhed  to  hear  my  fécond  report, 
and  to  fee  the  animal  dead.  He  faid  he  ar- 
dently wifhed  to  have  an  infiniment  like 
mine  in  his  poffeflion,  to  repel  the  Caffres  ; 
and  he  formed  this  wifh  with  fuch  an  air 
and  tone,  as  made  me  conclude,  that  man,  if 
he  is  not  the  ftrongeft  of  animals,  is  how- 
ever the  nobleft  and  moft  courageous.  He 
afked  me  why  the  planters  had  not  fufees  of 
the  fame  kind^  a queftion  which  appeared  to 
be  full  of  good  fenfe,  but  it  was  impolïible 
for  me  to  anfwer  it.  The  planters  not  only 
have  none  in  their  pofleflion,  but  even  before 
my  arrival,  they  had  never  feen  any  of  them  ; 
and  on  all  the  plantations  that  are  at  a dif- 
tance  from  the  Cape,  my  fufee  was  confi-r 
dered  as  a wonder  and  a fmgular  cnriofity. 

In  the  midft  of  our  converfation,  I thought 
I perceived,  by  Amiroo^  looks,  that  he  ima- 
gined it  poffible  for  me  to  fire  as  often  as  I 
pleafed;  I was  convinced  of  this  by  the  em- 
barraffing  queftion  which  he  afterwards  pro-? 
ppfed,  A kite  having  paffed  over  onr  heads, 
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I difcharged  both  my  fliot  at  it;  but  it  only 
made  a turn  round,  and  purfued  its  flight. 
Amlroo,  upon  this,  afked  me  why  I did  not 
fire  until  I had  killed  it  i . but  I could  give 
him  no  anfwer,  except  that  the  bird  was  too 
common;  that  I did  not  care  for  it  ; and  that, 
belides  fo  much  noife  might  frighten  others 
which  I was  more  defiroiis  of  procuring. 
By  this  fhift,  however  aukward,  I avoided 
explaining  what  it  was  prudent  for  me  ever 
to  conceal  from  him;  and  I increafed  that 
idea  of  fuperiority  with  w^hich  a white  man 
every  where  imprelTes  a favage. 

My  excurfion  was  fufliciently  fuccefsful  ; 
and,  among  other  birds,  I killed  a cuckow 
' entirely  unknown,  which  will  form  a new 
fpecies  in  this  genus. 

■ Its  plumage,  which  had  nothing  remark- 
able in  it,  was,  throughout  almoft  the  whole 
body,  of  a dark  brown  colour.  Its  fong  con- 
fifts  of  feveral  founds  differently  accented, 
and  it  may  be  heard  at  a great  diftance.  As 
it  lings  whole  hours  without  interruption,  it 
betrays  itfelf,  and  direds  the  fowder  wdiere  to 
find  it.  In  my  ornithology  I have  named  it 
the  criard. 

I killed  likewife  fome  flv-catchers,  and  a 
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great  number  of  touracos,  of  which  we  made 
fricaffees,  much  fuperior  to  thofe  made  of  Gui- 
nea-hens or  partridges  with  the  fame  fauce. 

Narina’s  coufin  feeing  me  bring  down  all 
forts  of  little  birds,  clofe  to  him,  with  (o 
much  readinefs,  begged  me  to  lend  him  my 
fufee,  that  he  might  try  his  dexterity  5 but 
it  would  have  been  bad  policy  in  me  to  give 
him  any  inftrudlion  on  this  fubjeâ:.  With- 
out wifhing  to  be  accounted  a forcerer,  I was 
defirous  that  he  might  be  convinced,  by  his 
own  experience,  that  there  is  a wide  diffe- 
rence between  a European  and  a Hottentot. 
Having  loaded  my  fufee  without  putting 
lead  into  it,  I fuffered  him  to  fire  as  long  as 
he  chofe  ; but,  having  killed  nothing,  he 
became  very  impatient.  Had  I loaded  my 
piece  in  the  ufual  manner,  he  would  not  per- 
haps have  been  more  fuccefsful  ; for,  fearing 

that  the  priming  would  burn  his  face,  he 

« 

turned  afide  his  head  as  foon  as  ever  he  pre- 
fented  the  piece.  His  aukwardnefs,  how- 
ever, might  have  done  fome  execution  ; and, 
on  this  account,  I thought  it  heft  to  leave  no- 
thing to  chance  : for  it  is  certain  that,  had 
he  killed  only  a Tingle  bird,  my  fuperiority 
would  have  been  immediately  leffençd  in 

his 
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his  mind,  and  confequently  in  all  the  horde. 
If  this  idea  did  not  fecure  my  perfon,  it  at 
lead:  flattered  my  vanity. 

As  we  were  returning  to  the  camp,  we 
fell  in  with  a flock  of  bubales,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  hundred  paces.  Having  killed  one 
of  them  with  my  carabine,  my  companion 
appeared  to  be  very  much  furprifed,  remem- 
bering that  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  paces  he 
had  not  been  able  in  feveral  fhots  to  kill  even 
a fmall  bird.  He  began  to  meafure  the  pro-^ 
. cligious  diftance  between  us  and  the  bubale. 
As  I obferved  that  he  feemed  to  be  loft  in 
melancholy  reflections,  and  to  be  under  great 
uneafinefs,  I looked  at  him  with  an  air  of 
affedlion,  and  gave  him  every  confolation  in 
my  power. — Amiable  youth,  who  didft  not 
know  how  eftimable  and  engaging  that  fimpli- 
city  was,  which  made  thee  appear  fo  little  be- 
fore thy  fellow-creature,  long  mayeft  thou 
retain  thy  happy  ignorance!  May  \ be  the 
laft  ftranger  who,  with  rafti  fteps,  fhall  dare 
to  tread  thy  native  plains  ; and  may  thy  foli- 
tude  never  be  polluted  ! ■ 

We  covered  our  bubale  with  the  branches 
of  trees  ; and,  when  1 returned,  I fent  ahorfe 
to  convey  it  to  my  camp. 
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To  amufe  Amiroo  and  diis  companion,  I 
employed  thé  reft  of  the  day  in  Ikinning  my 
birds.  Having  invited  them  to  ftay  with  me 
during  the  night,  telling  them  that  they 
muft  next  day  condud:  me  themfelves  to 
their  horde,  they  feemed  to  be  exceedingly 
glad  ; the  evening  was  therefore  fpent  in 
great  merriment,  and  we  drank  tea,  as  ufual, 
around  a large  fire.  I ordered  one  of  the 
Iheep,  which  Haabas  had  fent,  to  be  killed, 
upon  which  we  made  a charming  fupper  ; and 
after  our  repaft  amufed  ourfelves  with  danc- 
ing and  muficj  nor  was  the  immortal  lyre 
forgotten,  for  I had  given  two  of  them  to 
•my  new  guefts.  Having  feen  fome  of  thefe 
inftruments  in  the  hands  of  thofe  of  their 
horde  who  had  paid  me  a vifit  before  them, 
their  reputation  was  fo  much  extolled,  that 
they  were  impatient  to  have  one,  though  they 
did  not  venture  to  afk  it  ; I however  anti- 
cipated their  defire,  and  by  this  ftill  added 
to  the  efteem  and  friendfhip  which  they  enter- 
tained for  me. 

When  it  was  time  to  retire  to  reft,  I in- 
formed all  my  people  how  I intended  to  tra- 
vel next  morning,  and  ordered  Klaas  to  have 
my  two  horfes  ready  at  the  break  of  day. 

When 
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When  I awoke,  Amiroo\s  companion  had 
fet  out  to  inform  Haabas  that  I intended  to 
pay  him  a vifit  the  fame  day. 

Whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  defarts 
of  Africa,  we  mud;  not  form  any  calculations 
refpe£ling  its  population  from  thofe  innume- 
rable fwarrns  of  blacks  which  are  found  on  the  , 
weft,  and  which  border  all  the  coafts  of  the 
ocean,  from  the  Canary  Iftes  to  the  environs  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  is  certainly  no 
proportion  to  enable  us  to  hazard  even  a con- 
jecture ; fince  by  a trade  approved  by  a few', 
and  held  in  deteftation  by  the  greater  num- 
ber, the  barbarous  navigators  of  Europe  have 
induced  thefe  negroes,  by  the  moft  villain- 
ous attractions,  to  give  up  their  prifoners,  or 
thofe  who  are  inferior  to  them  in  ftrength. 

As  their  w'ants  increafed,  they  have  become 
inhuman  and  perfidious  beings  ; the  prince 
has  fold  his  fubjccts  ; the  mother  has  fold 
her  fon  j and  nature,  as  an  accomplice,  has 
rendered  her  prolific. 

This  difgufting  and  execrable  traffic  is, 
however,  ftill  unknowm  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  Continent.  The  defart  is  really  a de- 
fart; and  it  is  only  at  certain  diftances  that 
one  meets  with  a few  hordes,  that  are  not 
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numerous,  and  who  live  on  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  and  the  produce  of  their  cattle.  After 
finding  one  horde,  one  muft  travel  a great  way 
to  find  another.  The  heat  of  the  climatCj 
the  drynefs  of  the  fands,  the  barrennefs  of 
the  earth,  a fcarcity  of  water,  rugged  and 
rocky  mountains,  ferocious  animals;  and,  be-* 
fides  thefe,  the  humour  of  the  Hottentots,  a 
little  phlegmatic,  and  their  cold  tempera-* 
ment — are  all  obftacles  to  propagation.  When 
a father  has  fix  children,  it  is  accounted  a 
phenomenon. 

The  country  of  the  Gonaqiias,  into  which 
I penetrated,  did  not  therefore  contain  three 
thoufand  people,  in  an  extent  of  thirty  or 
forty  leagues  ; and  the  horde  of  Haabas, 
which  confifted  at  moft  of  four  hundred  per- 
fons,  including  every  age  and  fex,  was  ac- 
counted one  of  the  moft  conliderable  in  the 
nation.  ' 

Thefe  people  did  not  refemble  thpfe  dege- 
nerated and  miferable  Hottentots,  who  pine 
in  the  heart  of  the  colonies,  contemptible 
and  defpifed  inhabitants,  who  bear  no  marks 
of  their  ancient  origin  but  an  empty  name  ; 
and  who  enjoy,  only  at  the  expence  of  their 
liberty,  a little  peace,  purchafed  at  a dear 
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rate,  by  the  exceflive  labour  to  which  they 
are  fubjeded  on  the  plantations  ; and  by  the 
defpotil'm  of  their  chiefs,  who  are  always 
fold  to  government.  I had  here  an  opportu- 
nity of  admiring  a free  and  brave  people, 
\raluing  nothing  but  independence  ; never 
obeying  any  impulfe  foreign  to  nature,  and 
calculated  only  to  deftfoy  their  magnani- 
mous, free,  and  truly  philanthropic  charac- 
ter. 

I had  no  intention  of  going  among  this 
refpedable  nation  like  a harraffed  hunter,  com- 
pelled by  hunger  and  fatigue  to  flop  at  the 
firft  place  where  he  can  find  a lodging.  I 
had  refolved  to  prefent  myfelf  there  in  fiochi^ 
with  the  moft  ftriking  appearance,  but  fuch 
as  might  be  equally  honourable  for  me  and 
for  them. 

I employed  the  whole  morning  in  drefling 
and  arranging  my  hair,  which  I loaded  with* 
powder,  as  if  I had  been  going  into  the  mofi; 
elegant  company.  I combed  my  beard,  and 
made  it  hang  down  in  the  moft  graceful  man- 
ner poflible.  I had  fuffered  it  to  grow  a 
year  ; not  from  any  whim  or  caprice,  as  has 
been  ridiculoufly  circulated  throughout  the 
w orld  ; nor  w^s  it  in  imitation  of  thofe  bo- 
tanical 
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tanîcal  travellers,  who  are  mad  after  galls 
and  fenna,  as  a punifhment  becaufe  I did  not 
difcovcr  foon  enough,  or  when  I wifhed,  fuch 
and  fuch  a diaphoretic  plant,  or  fuch  and 
fuch  an  imperceptible  infed;  ; but  policy  had 
made  me  prefcribe  this  rule  to  myfelf,  as  a 
fundamental  law.  The  length  of  my  beard 
was  owing  neither  to  flovenlinefs  nor  negled. 
The  fcrupulous  cleanlinefs  of  the  Dutch  I 
delight  in  ; and,  for  an  American  Creole,  it  is 
not  a mere  want,  proceeding  from  cuftom  ; 
it  is  a pleafure.  In  my  journeys  I changed 
my  linen  and  clothes  'three  or  four  times  a 
day  ; but  the  plan  of  fuffering  my  beard  to 
grow,  was  formed  before  I departed  from  the 
Cape.  I had  heard  of  the  wars  between  the 
Caffres  and  the  planters,  and  that  the  latter 
were  detefted  by  the  favages  ; and  as  I ex- 
peded  to  meet  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
it  was  highly  neceflary  that  I fliould  give 
myfelf,  by  my  external  appearance,  as  well 
as  by  my  manners  and  condiid,  an  air  abfo- 
lutely  ftrange,  to  prove  that  I had  no  refem- 
blance  to  the  planters.  This  plan  fucceeded 
pertedly  ; for,  among  all  the  hordes  through 
which  I pafled,  I was  received  as  an  extraor- 
dinary being,  and  as  a man  of  a new  fpecies. 

My 
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My  invincible  diflike  to  tobacco  and  btancfy^ 

ufed  both  by  the  planters  and  the  favages, 

added  ftill  to  their  aftonifhment.  The  idea 

of  this  favourable  prepofleflion,  which  could 

not  efcape  me,  gave  me  frelh  affurance,  and 

e\"en  an  intrepidity  which  procured  me  great 

enjoyments  unknown  to  other  travellers. 

Nothing  could  flop  me;  I marched  forwards 

and  prel'ented  myfelf  without  uneafinels  ; 

and  thus  might  I have  traverfed  all  the  centre 

of  Africa,  even  to  Barbary,  without  the  leaft 

moleftation,  had  not  the  earth,  as  I may  fay, 

rejed;ed  my  fteps.  Thirll  and  cruel  hunger 

will  alwavs  be  infurmountable  barrièrs  to 
✓ 

thofe  who  may  wifh  to  attempt  fo  bold  and 
hazardous  an  undertaking. 

My  beard,  then,  was  my  principal  fafe-* 
guard  ; but  it  daily  rendered  me  a fervice 
which  was  no  leis  valuable  : on  a journey  I 
took  the  precaution,  when  I W’allicd  it,  to 
fuffer  it  to  imbibe  as  much  water  as  it  could 
contain  j and,  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  this 
was  a refrelhment  for  my  face  which  afforded 
me  much  comfort  and  relief. 

After  arranging  my  hair,  I dreffed  myfelf 
in  the  moft  magnificent  manner  I could. 
Among  my  hunting  frocks  1 had  one  of  a 

dark 
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dark  brown  colour,  ornamented  with  Reel 
buttons,  cut  facet-wife  ; this  I made  my  drefs 
of  ceremony  ; as  the  rays  of  the  fun,  falling 
upon  the  different  facets,  would  by  their  re- 
flection form  a fplendour  very  proper  for 
exciting  the  admiration  of  thefe  favages. 
Under  this  frock  I wore  a white  veft  ; and  in 
place  of  boots  I fubftituted  a pair  of  nankeen 
drawers,  which  always  appeared  to  me  equal- 
ly noble.  In  my  wardrobe  I had  flill  a pair 
of  European  Ihoes,  which  I put  on  my  feet  ; 
and  I did  not  forget*  my  large  filver  buckles, 
as  they  were  by  chance  exceedingly  brilliant, 
I wifhed  much  to  have  a gold-laced  hat,  but 
this  I was  obliged  to  do  without;  and,  as  my 
drawers  rendered  my  fet  knee-buckles  of  no 
ufe,  I made  a clafp  of  them,  with  which  I 
fixed  to  my  hat,  fuch  as  it  was,  a magnificent 
plume  compofed  of  oftrich’s  feathers  that  had 
their  full  length. 

But  how  much  was  I pained  for  the  fur- 
niture of  my  horfe,  which  did  not  correfpond 
with  the  ornaments  of  his  mafter  ! Inftead  of 
that  magnificent  panther’s  fkin  which  in 
France  would  have  been  accounted  fuperb, 
and  which  was  nothing  in  the  eye  of  a favage, 
what  a flaming  figure  would  one  of  thofe 

VoL.  II.  C howfings 


TRAVELS  IN 


iS 

liowfings  of  fcarlet  cloth,  which  trot  regti- 
kiiiy  every  week  from  Paris  to  Poiffy,  have 
made  ! So  true  it  is,  that  the  rarity  of  objects 
forms  all  their  value,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  conftitutes  their  merit. 

Having  hinted  to  my  faithful  Klaas  that 
he  fliould  mount  on  horfeback  with  me,  and  . 
ferve  me  as  groom,  he  had  arranged  himfelf 
in  the  belt  manner  poffible  : but  being  delirous 
that  he  might  appear  with  feme  diftineftion, 

I gave  him  an  old  pair  of  breeches,  which  he 
did  not  put  on  wdthout  alTuming  an  air  of 
vanity,  which  at  the  fame  time  announced 
the  pleafurc  this  treat  gave  him,  and  the  im- 
portance he  received  from  fuch  a decoration. 

Every  thing  being  ready  for  my  depar- 
ture, I difpatched  two  of  my  hunters  wdth 
-their  fufees  to  inform  the  horde  of  my  ap- 
proach: and  having  breakfailed  foon  after, 

I fufpended  my  poniard  from  a button-hole 
of  my  veil;  ; put  a pair  of  piftols  into  my 
girdle;  and  another  pair,  with  my  double- 
barrelled  fufee,  at  the  bow  of  my  faddle;  and 
inllantly  mounted  my  hoife.  Klaas,  who 
carried  my  carabine  did  the  fame  ; and  fol- 
lowed me,  leading  with , him  my  four  dogs. 
He  was  followed,  in  his  turn,  by  four  hun- 
ters, 
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ters,  efcortîng  one  of  my  people,  who  was 
appointed  to  carry  a box  containing  two  red 
handkerchiefs,  fome  copper  rings,  knives, 
pieces  of  fteel  for  tinder-boxes,  and  fome 
other  prefents  which  I intended  to  give  to 
the  horde.  Amiroo  marched  at  our  head,  to 
diredl  us  in  the  proper  way. 

We  firft  advanced  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  going  againfh  its  current  for  near  an 
hour  ; after  which  Amiroo  made  us  quit  it, 
and  conduâied  us  between  two  high  moun- 
tains, in  a narrow  defile,  the  length  and  wind- 
ings of  which  were  not  lefs  than  two  leagues. 
At  the  es;tremity  of  this  valley,  having  re- 
turned to  within  a few  paces  of  the  river,  the 
country  opened  before  us;  and  from  this  fpot 
pointing  out  with  his  finger  a fmall  eminence 
upon  which  I obferved  a kraal,  our  guide 
informed  us  that  we  fhould  there  find  Haa- 
bas.  It  w^as  ftill  about  ten  gun  fliots  diftant 
from  us.  The  road  indeed  had  been  longer 
than  I expe(fted  ; for  we  employed  full  three 
hours  in  this  march.  When  I was  within 
two  hundred  paces  of  the  horde,  I difeharged 
both  my  fiiot,  and  ordered  my  four  hunters 
to  do  the  fame.  The  two  others,  whom  I 
•had  fent  before,  returned  our  falute,  by  dif-* 
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charging  theirs;  and  this  was  to  the  whole 
horde  the  fignal  for  a general  fhout  of  joy. 
I lhall  not  make  any  refleeSUons  upon  this 
affeding  feene  : the  tender  reader  will  fhare 
in  the  foft  emotions  of  my  heart  ; and  prefer 
a true  relation,  however  fimple  it  may  be. 
I faw  all  thefe  people  come  forth  from  their 
tents,  and  form  themfelves  into  fmall  bodies; 
but,  in  proportion  as  I approached,  the  wo- 
men, the  young  girls,  and  children,  all  difap- 
peared,  and  returned  to  their  different  huts. 
The  men,  who  alone  remained  with  their 
chief  at  their  head,  came  to  meet  me  ; upon 
which  I difmounted,  and  repeating  the  words 
tabe  tabe  to  Haabas,  I took  the  old  man  by 
the  hand,  which  I fqueezed  in  mine.  He 
returned  my  falute  with  every  effufion  of  a 
grateful  heart  ; and  feemed  deeply  affedted  by 
this  mark  of  honour,  which  was  principally 
conferred  upon  him,  I was  received  with 
the  fame  ceremonial  by  all  the  reft  of  the 
men  ; except  that,  fupprefTmg  through  refpedl 
the  fign  of  the  hand,  they  fubftituted  in  its 
room  that  of  bowing  the  head  ; and  that,  in 
pronouncing  tabe^  they  accompanied  this 
word  with  a more  fenlible  clapping  with  the 
tongue. 
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Each  in  particular  examined  me  with  the 
utmoft  attention,  even  to  the  minuteft  part 
of  my  drefs  : every  thing  attraâed  their 
. looks.  Haabas  himfelf,  who  had  never  feen 
me  in  my  camp  but  in  an  undrefs,  or  in  my 
hunting  equipage,  feemed  aftonifhed  at  my 
ftrange  attire  : I imagined  that  he  Ihewed 
me  much  more  deference  than  ufual,  and 
that  he  affumed  a more  refpeâ:ful  air  as  he 
pafled  me. 

I had  difmounted  under  the  Ihade  of  a 
large  tree,  to  which  they  came  to  compli- 
ment me  ; but  I remained  there  only  a few 
minutes  to  refrefh  myfelf.  It  was  a real 
feftival  to  me  to  contemplate  this  interefting 
horde,  to  which  I advanced  efcorted  hy  my 
whole  troop  ; and  as  I pafled  before  one  of 
the  huts,  which  like  thofe  of  the  Hotten- 
tots have  only  a very  low  entrance,  the 
miftrefs  of  it,  who  at  firfl:  made  her  appear- 
ance to  furvey  me  at  a diftance,  immediately 
retired  ; fo  that  I was  obliged  every  moment 
to  ftoop,  in  order  to  examine  the  infide.  It 
was  a very  curious  fpe<^facle  to  fee  thefe 
brown  vifagea  motionlefs,  and  as  it  were 
fixed  to  the  wall,  in  the  back  part  of  the 
hut,  exhibitiug  every  where  ^the  appearance 
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of  fo  many  portraits  in  fhade.  I oiiglit  to 
have  left  my  card  with  each  of  thefe  ladies, 
for  I was  not  received  by  any  of  them. 

By  little  and  little  they  became  however 
more  familiar,  and  I at  length  faw  myfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  them.  They  prefented  me  milk 
on  all  Tides  ; but  Narina  was  not  yet  among 
the  number  'of  thefe  curious  females.  Hav- 
ing enquired  for  her,  fome  of  them  ran  to 
fetch  her  ; and'  fhe  arrived  foon  after,  bring- 
ing a bafket  of  goats  milk,  quite  warm, 
which  fhe  haftened  to  prefent  to  me.  1 drank 
fome  of  it,  in  preference  to  that  offered  by 
the  reft  ; both  ©n  account  of  the  natural 
graces  which  fhe  "difplayed  in  giving  it,  and 
of  the  care  fhe  had  taken  to  make  the  veflel 
clean,  which  was  far  from  being  the  cafe 
with  the  reft. 

All  thefe  women,  dreffed  in  their  richeft 
attire,  frefli  greafed  and  boughoued^  and  hav- 
ing their  faces  painted  in  a hundred  different 
ways,  fufftciently  fliewed  what  noife  the 
news  of  my  arrival  had  made  in  the  horde, 
and  the  fmgular  refped  which  they  enter- 
tained for  a ftranger.  Narina  had  adorned 
herfelf  with  the  prefents  I had  given  her  ; 
but  I obferved,  with  no  little  furprife,  that  fhe 
• had 
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had  not  followed  the  etiquette  of  her  com- 
panions, and  that  fhe  had  abftained  from  her 
imdfions.  She  knew  how  much  this  refine- 
ment in  her  drefs  difgufted  me  ; and,  what- 
ever fuch  a facrifice  might  have  coft  her,  flic 
had  fubmitted  to  it  in  order  to  pleafe  me. 
She  introduced  m,e  to  her  fifter,  who  ap- 
peared pretty  ; but  whether  it  was  that  pre- 
pofTeffion  had  blinded  me,  or  that  I was 
offended  by  the  fmell  of  her  ointments,  I 
did  not  find  in  her  the  fame  attractions  as 
in  Narina,  nor  did  die  excite  the  fmalleft 
emotion  in  my  breaft. 

When  I arrived  at  the  habitation  of  Haa- 
bas,  he  fhewcd  me  his  wife,  w^ho  had  no- 
thing to  diftinguifh  her  from  the  reft;  and 
1 found  here,  as  is  often  the  cafe  elfewhere, 
that  the  commandant’s  lady  w^as  old  and 
ugly  enough.  This  howmver  did  not  pre- 
vent me  from  prefenting  her,  like  a polite 
courtier,  wdth  a red  handkerchief  ; w’-hich  flie 
accepted  without  ceremony,  and  immediate- 
ly bound  round  her  head.  To  this  prcfent 
I added  a knife,  and  a piece  of  fteel  for  ftrik- 
ing  fire  with  a flint;  but  as  I had  a great 
defire  to  know  her  tafte,  and  was  very  glad 
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to  fee  a favage  female  embarrafled  refpeÛing 

the  choice  of  her  drefs,  I fhewcd  her  my 

whole  package  of  glafs-ware,  begging  her  to 

feledt  whatever  might  pleafe  her  moft.  Upon 

this  occafion  I did  not  enjoy  the  fatisfadtion 

which  I expected  ; for  ihe  laid  her  hands, 
/ 

without  hefitating  a moment,  upon  fome  red 
and  white  necklaces;  the  other  colours,  Ihe 
faid,  being  too  like  her  fkin,  would  produce  no 
effedt,  and  were  befides  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
her  tafte.  I have  always  remarked  that  the 
favages  in  general  fet  very  little  value  upon 
black  or  blue.  I gave  her  alfo  fome  large 
brafs  wire,  for  two  pair  of  bracelets  ; and  it 
appeared  to  me  that  fhe  efteemed  this  article 
above  all  the  reft. 

The  reft  of  the  women  did  not  fee  thefe 
prefents  without  envy.  They  lifted  up  their 
hands  with  ecftacy  ; and  in  their  admiration 
declared,  with  a loud  voice,  that  the  fpoufe 
of  Haabas  was  the  happieft  of  women,  and 
the  moft  magnificent  in  jewels  that  ever 
they  had  feen  in  all  the  hordes  of  the  Gona- 
qua  nation. 

I then  diftributed  the  remainder  of  the 
glafs  beads  which  I had  brought  with  me  ; 

and 
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and  I candidly  confefs  I manœuvred  in  luch 
a manner  as  that  the  youngeft  and  prettieft 
might  have  the  largeft  fhare. 

To  the  men  I gave  knives,  tinder-boxes, 
and  rolls  of  tobacco.  My  intention  in  vifit- 
ing  this  horde  perfonally  was,  that  all  the 
families  which  compofed  it  might  partake 
in  my  bounty  ; and  the  package  I brought 
along  with  me  was  pretty  confiderable. 

Haabas  having  begged  me,  in  the  name 
of  feveral  infirm  old  men  who  were  not 
able  to  go  abroad,  to  follow  him,  and  pay 
them  a vifit,  I readily  confented  to  this  re- 
queft,  and  we  entered  their  huts  : they  were 
all  attended  by  children  of  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age,  entrufted  with  the  care  of  giving  them 
their  food,  and  of  rendering  them  all  thofc 
lervices  which  are  neceflary  to  the  debility 
of  years.  I was  very  much  ftruck  with  this 
refpedable  inftitution  among  thefe  favage 
people,  and  I fully  teflilied  my  approbation 
of  it  to  my  condud;er.  Though  thefe  old 
men,  for  the  moft  part,  were  confined  only 
by  their  great  age,  and  not  by  thofe  infirmi- 
ties which  are  the  ufual  attendants  of  people 
in  civilized  nations,  I remarked  with  no  lit- 
tle furprife  that  their  hair  was  not  white, 

and 
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and  that  it  fcarcely  began  to  turn  grey  at 
the  extremities. 

I was  next  conducted  to  a hut  entirely 
feparated  from  the  reft,  which  contained  a 
horrid  fpe6lacle — a miferable  wretch  covered 
with  ulcers  from  head  to  foot.  Having  ftooped 
in  order  to  enter,  the  infedtious  fmell  that 
proceeded  from  the  hut  made  me  ftart  back 
wnth  horror.  This  poor  creature  had  lain 
here  for  more  than  a year,  without  any  one 
daring  to  approach  him  ; fo  much  did  they 
dread  being  infedled  by  this  diforder,  which 
was  accounted  contagious  : his  wife^  indeed, 
and  two  of  his  children,  had  died  about  two 
months  before.  His  food  was  thrown  to  him 
at  the  entrance  of  his  habitation  ; or  rather 
tomb  ; for  to  me  he  appeared  to  be  no  longer 
a living  being.  His  fituation,  which  was 
truly  deplorable,  incited  my  pity  ; for  he  had 
long  remained  ftretched  out  amidft  his  own 
filth  and  ordure  : and  I was  extremely  forry 
that  I could  not  by  fome  efficacious  remedy 
afford  him  relief. 

In  vain  did  I remember  that  at  Surinam 
we  gathered  ourfelves  the  balm  of  Copahu, 
and  that  of  Racaffir,  which  I believe  is  the 
Tolu  of  the  apothecaries  fhops  j and  that 

with 
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with  this  afliftance  alone  we  eafily  cured  our 
^ negroes.  But  this  was  of  no  avail  here  : Afri- 
ca did  not  produce  any  of  thefe  falutary 
plants  ; or  at  leaft,  if  it  did,  I knew  not  in 
what  place  to  fearch  for  them.  I however 
thought  of  a method  which,  if  it  fhould  not 
cure  his  evils,  would  at  leaft  fufpend  them 
for  a little. 

I began  therefore  by  bidding  thefe  favages 
be  perfectly  eafy  ; afluring  them  that  the  dis- 
order was  not  infectious,  and  that  it  could 
not  be  communicated  by  coming  into  im- 
mediate contact  with  the  difeafed  perfon, 
much  lefs  by  the  air  that  furrounded  him^ 
To  perfuade  them  the  more  to  believe  me,  I 
confidently  told  them  that  I was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  difeafe  : for  without  this 
precaution  the  plan  I had  formed  to  relieve 
him  would  have  been  in  great  danger  of 
mifcarrying;  as  an  invincible  prejudice  made 
them  all  dread  an  epidemical  diftemper. 

I told  them,  then,  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  anoint  the  whole  body. of  the  patient  with 
mutton  fat  melted  ; that  this  harmlefs  re- 
, medy  would  reftore  to  his  parched  fkin  a 
little  of  its  fupplenefs,  and  would  at  leaft 
enable  him  to  move  his  linibs  with  eafe. 
- lor- 
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I ordered  alfo  feveral  mats  to  be  given  him, 
begging  him  to  endeavour  to  draw  them 
under  him;  and,  weak  as  he  was,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  according  to  my  wiih.  I next  pro- 
poled  that  a new  hut  fhould  be  ereded  for 
him,  and  that  he  fhould  be  tranfported  thi- 
ther. This  advice  was  received  with  accla- 
mations by  all  prefent  ; and,  that  their  bene- 
volent ardour  might  not  have  time  to  cool, 
both  I and  my  people  put  our  hands  to  the 
labour  : and  the  hut  was  foon  finifhed,  and  in 
a condition  to  receive  the  fick  man. 

I always  imagined  that  this  man  had  been  ' 
attacked  by  that  deftrudive  fcourge  which 
poifons  the  fources  of  life  and  deftroys  plea- 
fure  by  pleafure  itfelf.  Though  ftrangers  to 
this  fcourge,  as  well  as  to  the  Hottentots  of 
the  Cape,  who  know  it  well,  I thought  it 
might  have  been  gradually  conveyed  to  the 
Gonaquas,  by  paffing  from  one  to  another. 

A journey,  or  fome  fatal  connedion,  had  un- 
doubtedly caufed  the  misfortune  of  this  poor 
wretch. 

When  the  hut  was  ready,  he  was  carried 
out,  extended  upon  mats.  He  was  then  con- 
veyed to  a place  near  his  new  habitation,  and 
the  old  one  was  demolifhed  ; whilfl  I was 
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confidered  as  a beneficent  god  by  thefe  good 
favages.  With  what  anxiety  did  they  fol- 
low the  unfortunate  patient,  with  their  eyes 
fixed  fometimes  upon  me,  and  fometimes 
upon  the  miferable  wretch  of  whofe  cure 
they  had  already  conceived  great  hopes  ! for 
that  powerful  balm  of  the  heart  beamed  on 
all  their  countenances  and  doubled  their 
tender  compaffion.  With  what  eagernefs 
did  I fee  them  all  flock  round  rne,  and  pity 
the  fuflerings  of  their  brother  ! and  the  wo- 
men, above  all,  implore  fuccefs  to  my  fkill, 
that  I might  if  poflible  give  fome  relaxa- 
tion to  his  punilhment,  and  reftore  him  to 
life! 

He  was  now  become  like  a fkeleton, 
covered  with  a Ihrivelled  and  dry  fldn, 
through  which  appeared  fome  parts  of  his 
bones,  in  the  legs,  arms.  Tides,  and  reins;  all 
his  joints  were  prodigioufly  fwelled;  and 
the  worms,  by  anticipation,  were  devouring 
him  all  over. 

After  the  fridion  I had  ordered,  he  was 
carried  into  his  tent.  I then  recommended 
him  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  whole 
horde  ; and  begged  that  they  would  give 
him  nothing  to  feed  upon  but  milk. 
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I doubt  much  whether  this  affiftance  was 
fufficient  to  relieve  him  : unfortunately  my 
fkill  extended  no  farther  ; and,  being  firmly 
perfuaded  that  his  death  was  inevitable,  I 
thought  that  to  haften  it  would  be  the 
greateft  fervice  that  could  be  done  to  him. 
If  I have  prolonged  his  miferable  exiftence 
for  a few  days,  the  cruelleft  of  his  enemies 
could  not  have  done  more. 

When  I returned  to  the  habitation  of 
Haabas,  his  wife  prefented  me  with  fome 
milk  to  refrefii  me  ; and  I found  that  a fheep 
had  been  killed  to  entertain  me  and  my 
people. 

I ordered  a few  fteaks  to  be  broiled  on 
fome  coals  before  the  hut  ; but  the  remem- 
brance of  the  horrid  fpediacle  which  I had 
feen  fo  haunted  my  imagination,  that  it  en- 
tirely deprived  me  of  my  appetite.  Fearing 
however  that  thefe  favages  might  think  I 
was  difgufted  with  their  food,  which  would 
have  cruelly  mortified  them,  I forced  my- 
felf  to  eat  a little.  From  the  place  where 
I fat,  through  the  circle  that  fùrrounded  me, 
I faw  my  people,  wdio  were  lefs  delicate 
than  their  mafter,  regaling  themfelvcs  on 
pieces  which  had  been  diftributed  among 
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them,  and  amufing  themfelves  as  if  they  had 
been  at  a wedding. 

When  the  repaft  was  finidied,  no  time 
remained  but  what  was  necefl'ary  for  me  to 
return  before  night.  Taking  leave  therefore 
of  my  good  neighbours,  after  many  times 
repeating  tabe^  I mounted  my  horfe.  I 
was  followed  by  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
horde  : but  ,my  time  becoming  every  'moment 
fliorter,  I made  ufe  of  my  fpurs;  and  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  Klaas  and  I reached  our  camp. 
The  reft  of  my  people  arrived  much  later  ; 
for  about  a fcore  of  the  Gonaquas,  both  men 
and  women,  attracted  by  curiofity,  had  ac- 
companied them.  Upon  any  other  occafion 
this  vifit  might  have  difpleafed  me  ; but'  at 
this  time  I had  abundance  of  provifions, 
and  twenty  mouths  more  could  not  in  any 
manner  be  burthenfome. 

The  reader,  without  doubt,  expecfts  to 
find  among  the  number  ,of  thofe  who  paid 
me  this  unexpeded  vifit,  the  beautiful  Na- 
rina.  She  indeed  was  ; and,  though  it  may 
appear  furprifing,  flie  concealed  herfelf  fo 
well  that  I did  not  difcover  till  next  morn- 
ing that  file  had  arrived  the  evening  before. 
The  whole  of  the  night  was  fpent  in  danc-  * 
ing  and  Tinging  ; but,  as  I was  unwilling  to 
\ de- 
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deprive  any  one  of  a fhare  in  this  party  of 
pleafure  which  chance  alone  had  formed,  I 
did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  them. 

One  of  the  fureft  means  of  preferving  over 
favages  that  fuperiority  which  the  prcfump- 
tuous  European  haughtily  alTumes,  is  not, 
as  is  commonly  believed,  to  intimidate  them, 
and  to  employ  threats  and  terror.  This  ri- 
diculous plan  muft  have  been  invented  only 
by  a rafh  fool,  or  a daftardly  commander  at 
the  head  of  a numerous  army,  who  took 
advantage  of  his  force  to  impofe  defpotic 
and  fevere  laws.  An  inftance  to  be  found 
in  fome  late  voyages,  is  an  evident  proof  that 
it  is  not  by  impetüofity,  and . the  drawn 
fword,  that  mankind  are  to  be  civilized.  The 
tragical  end  of  a late  enterprifing  navigator 
ought  ever  to  be  a ftriking  lelTon  to  thofe 
who  may  adopt  fuch  fatal  maxims*.  I am 
convinced  that  one  fhould  never  venture  to 
alk  from  people  in  a ftate  of  nature,  what 
would  coft  them  too  great  a facrifice  to  give  ; 
that  it  is  prudent  to  lofe  a little  in  order  to 
gain  more  ; that  it  is  only  by  complacency 
that  one  can  inlinuate  onefelf  into  their  fa- 
vour ; and  that  the  principal  method  of  fuc- 

* The  author  here  feems  to  allude  to  the  death  of  our 
unfortunate  and  cver-to-bc-Iamented  captain  Cook.  T. 
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eeeding  with  them  is  firft;  to  gain  their  love. 
Entertaining  fuch  principles,  it  may  readily  be 
judged  that  I do  not  believe  in  eaters  of  men  ; 
and  that  there  is  no  country  fo  defart,  or  fo  little 
known,  into  which  I would  not  penetrate  with- 
out fear  and  without  apprehenfion.  Sufpicion 
is  the  principal  caufe  of  the  barbarity  of  fa- 
vages,  if  we  can  call  fo  the  great  care  which 
they  employ  to  remove  from  us,  and  even 
to  deftroy  every  thing  that  feems  likely  to 
endanger  our  fafety  or  interrupt  our  repofe. 

Not  being  able  to  fleep  during  the  whole 
night,  I arofe  at  break  of  day:  but  what 
was  my  aftonilhment  when  I perceived  Na- 
rina  ! She  feemed  to  have  a more  embar- 
ralfed  air,  and  a more  balhful  look,  than 
ordinary;  and  it  was  then  only,  as  I have 
already  faid,  that  fhe  confelfed  fhe  had  ar- 
rived the  evening  before.  I reproached  her 
in  the  fevered;  terms  for  having  thus  con- 
cealed herfelf  from  me,  and  I begged  her  to 
tell  me  the  reafon;  but,  notwithftanding  all 
I could  fay,  Ihe  gave  me  no  pofitive  anfwer. 
Her  filence  in  this  refpedt  was  carried  even 
to  obftinacy.  At  length,  as  if  afraid  that 
fhe  had  raifed  her  hopes  too  high,  fhe  be- 
came more  timid  in  proportion  as  fhe  guefled 

VoL.  II.  D the 


34 


TRAVELS  IN 


the  fufpicions  that  I feemed  to  entertain  on 
lier  account  : this  referve  made  me  love  her 
more.  The  coffee  was  ready,  and  I gave  her 
a fhare  of  my  breakfaft. 

1 he  whole  of  this  day  was  fpent  likewife 
in  dancing  and  merriment;  but  next  morn- 
ing the  whole  horde,  attracted  by  curiofity, 
arrived  at  my  camp.  Some  were  coming, 
and  others  were  departing  ; fo  that  they 
croffed  each  other  in  all  parts  on  the  way. 
This  fpeâiacle  appeared  to  me  like  the  mov- 
ing pi(5lure  of  a village  feftival,  and  I re- 
ceived them  all  with  equal  cordiality.  Hav- 
ing enquired  concerning  my  poor  patient,  I 
received  an  anfwer  which  gave  me  great 
pleafure.  They  told  me  that  he  never 
Ipoke  of  me  but  with  tears  of  gratitude; 
that  he  ftill  fuffered  very  much;  but  that 
there  had  been  a great  change  in  his  fitua- 
tion  by  the  cleanlinefs  I had  procured  him. 
He  at  leaft  enjoyed  the  confolation  of  feeing 
his  companions,  and  of  difcourfmg  with 
them  ; for,  confiding  in  my  advice,  they  no 
longer  feared  to  enter  his  hut,  or  to  approach 
him.  Their  vifits,  by  engaging  his  thoughts, 
poured  over  his  wounds  a balm  ftill  more 
falutary  than  plants  ; and  made  him  in  fome 
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meafure  forget  his  misfortunes.  I doubt 
much  whether  he  recovered  after  the  defpe- 
rate  condition  in  which  I faw  him  ; but  if  it 
was  poffible  for  him  to  get  better,  I think 
this  moral  remedy  muft  have  contributed 
not  a little  towards  his  relief.  Can  there 
be  any  fate  more  cruel  than  that  of  feeing 
onefelf  deferted  by  one’s  friends  and  neareft 
relations,  and  banilhed  from  fociety  like  an 
abandoned  carcafe,  the  fight  of  which  ex- 
cites horror  ? Each  related  thefe  particulars 
after  his  own  manner,  and  accompanied 
them  with  thanks;  which  were  the  more 
fincere  in  proportion  as  thefe  people  were 
more  nearly  connected  with  my  patient,  ei- 
ther by  the  ties  of  blood  or  friendfhip. 

The  proceffion  did  not  ceafe  till  the  after- 
noon of  the  fécond  day,  when  thefe  worthy 
Gonaquas  took  leave  of  my  camp  to  return 
to  their  horde.  I could  not  help  recom- 
mending my  patient  to  them  in  the  moft 
carneft  manner;  and  I told  them  that  the 
care  they  might  take  of  him  would  be  the 
moft  flattering  mark  of  efteem  and  refped: 
they  could  confer  upon  me.  I charged  Na- 
rina  in  paiticular  to  carry  him,  in  my  name, 
a fmall  provifion  of  tobacco  ; I then  gave  a 
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few  more  prefents  to  this  young  favage,  anti 
fuffered  her  to  depart. 

I had  been  very  little  in  the  company  of 
this  girl;  but  the  attachment  I had  conceived 
for  her  was  fo  natural  and  fimple,  I was  fo 
much  accultomed  to  her  manners,  and  I 
found  fo  much  analogy  between  her  difpo- 
fition  and  mine,  that  I could  fcarcely  per- 
fuade  myfelf  that  our  acquaintance  was  of 
fo  fliort  a date,  and  that  it  was  to  terminate 
fo  foon.  I thought  I muft  admire  her  for 

the  laft  time but  other  cares  and  other 

views. 

It  is  time  to  obferve  that  the  women  of 
this  country  had  not  behaved  with  my  peo- 
ple in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  river 
Gamtoos  : they  Ihewed  the  greateft  referve; 
and  when  the  men  departed,  not  one  of 
them  remained  behind. 

I confefs  that  the  vifits  of  thefe  people, 
who  came  in  great  bodies  too  often,  and  re- 
mained too  long,  began  at  length  to  difpleafe 
me  ; for  I feared,  and  with  great  reafon, 
that  fome  dillurbance  might  arife  around 
me,  or  that  my  people  would  aequire  a tafte 
for  dilfipation.  They  had  all  already  begun 
to  relax  in  their  . duty;  hunting  feemed  to 
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engage  their  attention  lefs  than  before;  and 
almoft  every  moment  of  their  time  was  em- 
ployed in  dancing.  The  people  entrufted 
with  the  care  of  keeping  and  feeding  my 
cattle,  feemed  to  perform  this  bufmefs  with 
reludtance,  and  fuffered  them  to  ftray  where- 
ever  they  thought  proper  ; while  others  ab- 
fented  themfelves  during  the  night,  and  re- 
turned only  in  the  morning  to  fleep.  I 
thought,  however,  that  it  would  be  good  po- 
licy in  me  to  wink  at  thefe  petty  abufes, 
and  to  bring  them  all  back  gradually  to  their 
duty.  The  heat  now  began  to  grow  infup- 
portable  ; the  fun,  having  pafled  the  equator, 
darted  his  rays  perpendicularly  upon  us,  and 
fcorched  us  fo  much  that  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  to  expofe  ourfelves  in  the 
hotteft  time  of  the  day  ; and  my  tent,  dur- 
ing thefe  moments,  was  converted  into  a 
real  ftove,  which  I was  obliged  to  abandon. 
Thefe  were  fufficient  motives  to  induce  me 
to  tranfport  my  penates  to  a place  better 
fhaded,  under  fome  thick  grove  ; but  I re- 
membered the  rendezvous  where  I ap- 
pointed to  meet  the  envoys  I had  fent  to  the 
Caffres.  It  might  happen  that,  not  finding 
j'iie  in  their  return  at  Koks-Kraal,  they 
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might  imagine  either  that  fome  unforefcen 
misfortune  had  befallen  me  ; or  that,  tired  of 
■waiting  for  them,  I had  refolved  to  depart,, 
and  continue  my  journey.  Such  a ftep 
would  have  thrown  them  'into  the  utmoft 
embarraffment  ; and,  for  my  part,  I was  too 
much  interefted  in  the  fate  of  my  two 
friends  to  defert  them  ; nor  would  all  the 
birds  of  Africa  have  induced  me  to  be  guilty 
of  fo  bafe  an  adfion.  1 refolved,  therefore, 
to  remain  where  I was  till  they  fhould  ar- 
rive ; but  I determined  to  bring  back  all  my 
people  to  their  former  exercifes,  and  I my- 
lelf  firft  gave  the  example. 

I did  not  fail  either,  according  to  my 
ufual  cuftom,  to  devote  a part  of  every  even- 
ing to  my  journal  ; and  it  was  here  that  I 
at  length  began  to  be  acquainted  with  thofe 
differences  which  diftinguifh  one  Hottentot 
from  another,  and  particularly  the  Gonaquas 
from  all  the  other  hordes  I had  before  feen. 

The  kraal  of  Haabas,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  four  hundred  paces  from  the  river 
Groot-Vis,  was  fituated  on  the  declivity  of 
a little  hill,  which  extended  with  an  eafy 
flope  to  the  bottom  of  a chain  of  mountains, 
clothed  with  a foreft  of  very  large  trees  ; a 
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fmall  rivulet  interfedted  it  in  the  middle, 
and  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  river.  All  the 
huts,  to  the  number  of  almoft  forty,  built 
upon  a fpace  about  fix  hundred  feet  fquare, 
formed  feveral  crefcents,  and  were  all  con- 
nedled  together  by  fmall  enclofures  belong- 
ing to  each.  In  thefe  every  different  family 
Ihut  up,  in  the  day  time,  their  calves  and 
their  lambs,  which  are  not  fuffered  to  follow 
their  mothers  ; and  which  fuck  only  in  the 
morning  and  evening,  when  the  women 
milk  the  cows  and  the  fhe  goats.  Befides 
thefe,  there  were  three  large  enclofures  well 
fenced  round,  which  were  deftined  for  con- 
fining, during  the  night  only,  the  whole 
flocks  of  the  horde. 

The  huts,  conftrudted  like  thofe  of  the  Hot- 
tentots in  the  colonies,  were  eight  or  nine  feet 
in  diameter,  and  were  covered  with  ox  or  fheep 
fkins,  but  more  commonly  with  mats.  They 
had  only  one  opening,  very  narrow  and  low; 
and  it  was  in  the  middle  of  the  hut  that  the 
. family  kindled  their  fire.  The  thick  fmoke 
with  which  thefe  kennels  were  filled,  and 
which  had  no  other  vent  but  the  door,  added 
to  the  flench  which  they  always  retain, 
would  have  flifled  any  European  who  might 
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have  had  the  courage  to  remain  in  them  two 
minutes  : cuftom,  however,  renders  all  this 
fupportable  to  thefe  favages.  Indeed  they 
• do  not  continue  in  them  during  the  day,  but 
on  the  approach  of  night  each  returns  to  his 
habitation,  fpreads  out  his  mat,  covers  it 
with  a fheep’s  fkin,  and  fleeps  as  foundly 
upon  it  as  if  he  lay  on  the  fofteft  down. 
When  the  nights  are  too  cold,  they  ufe  for  a 
covering  a fkfn  like  that  upon  which  I Jay  ; 
the  Gonaquas  always  procure  them  by  bar- 
ter. In  the  morning  thefe  beds  are  rolled 
up,  and  placed  in  a corner  of  the  hut  ; and, 
if*  the  weather  is  fine,  they  cxpofe  them  to 
the  air  and  the  fun.  They  then  beat  them, 
one  after  another,  to  fhake  off,  not  bugs  as 
in  Europe,  but  infedts,  and  another  kind  of 
vermin  no  lefs  troublefome,  to  which  the 
exceffive  heat  of  the  climate  renders  thefe  fa- 
vages very  fubjeâ:,  and  which  they  are  not 
able  to  get  rid  of  notwithftanding  all  their 
care  and  attention.  When  they  have  no 
prefling  bufinefs  to  employ  them,  they  make 
ftriâ:  fearch  for  thefe  vermin,  which  they 
deftroy  with  their  teeth  : this  appears  to 
them  the  eafieft  and  readieft  method. 

Some  author,  I know  not  who,  has 
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thought  proper  to  believe  that  thefe  vermin, 
are  a ready  refource  for  the  Hottentots,  and 
form  part  of  their  nourifhment,  and  perhaps 
even  a delicacy.  Nothing  can  be  more  falfe 
than  this  ridiculous  affertion  : on  the  con- 
trary, 1 can  fafely  declare  that  they  perforin 
this  office  or  ceremony  with  as  much  difguft 
as  our  women  or  fervant  maids  perform  it 
with  contrary  fenfations  with  refped:  to  our 
children. 

I have  before  advanced  that  the  Gonaqua 
women  affiime  in  their  drefs  an  air  of  ele- 
gance unknown  to  the  Hottentots  of  the 
colonies.  Their  garments,  however,  do  not 
differ  in  their  ffiape,  except  that  the  former 
wear  them  larger  ; and  that  the  apron  of  mo- 
defty,  which  they  call  neuyp-krofs^  is  wider, 
and  defcends  almoft  to  the  knees.  But  it  is 
in  ornaments,  I might  rather  fay  the  em- 
broidery lavifhed  on  their  dreffes,  that  the 
riches  and  magnificence  upon  which  they 
pique  themfelves  confift.  It  is,  above  all,  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  apron  that  they  dif- 
play  their  art  and  their  tafte.  The  defign, 
the  diftribution  of  the  compartments,  and 
the  mixture  of  the  colours,  all  are  particu- 
larly ^ttisnded  to,  The  more  their  yeftments  , 
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are  loaded  with  beads,  the  more  they  are 
efteemed  ; and  they  even  ornament  their 
bonnets  with  them.  Thefe  bonnets,  if  pof- 
fible,  are  made  of  the  hide  of  the  Zebra; 
becaufe  the  white  fkin  of  that  animal,  inter- 
fered by  brown  or  black  ftripes,  gives  a kind 
of  relief  to  their  phyfiognomy  ; and,  as  they 
themfelves  exprefs  it,  adds  fomething  more 
enticing  to  their  charms.  Befides  this,  they 
are  more  or  lefs  fumptuous  according  to  the 
beads  and  glafs  ornaments  which  they  polTefs, 
and  with  which  they  encumber  their  bodies. 
They  alfo  make  tiflues,  with  which  they 
adorn  their  legs.  In  the  manner  of  half-boots. 
Thofe  who  cannot  attain  to  this  degree  of 
magnificence,  confine  themfelves,  efpccially 
for  the  legs,  to  ornament  them  with  the 
fame  reeds  as  thofe  of  which  they  make  their 
mats,  or  with  ox-hide  cut  into  thongs,  and 
beat  into  a round  form  by  a mallet.  It  is 
this  cuftom  which  has  induced  feveral  tra- 
vellers, copying  their  accounts  from  one 
another,  to  fay  that  thefe  people  furround 
their  arms  and  legs  with  the  inteftines  of 
animals  torn  from  their  bodies  as  foon  as 
they  are  killed  ; and  that  they  devour  thefe 
ornaments  in  proportion  as  they  become  pu- 
trid— ■ 
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trid — a grofs  error,  which  deferves  to  be 
buried  in  oblivion  with  the  works  by  which 
it  has  been  propagated.  It  has  fometiines 
happened,  perhaps,  that  a Hotteritot  prelTed 
by  hunger,  may  have  employed  this  refource 
as  the  only  means  of  preferving  his  exift- 
ence,  and  devoured  both  his  thongs  and  his 
fandals,  but,  becaufe  the  horrors  of  a fiege 
have  compelled  civilized  people  to  contend 
for  the  vileft  food,  muft  v/e  conclude  that 
uncivilized  nations  eat  rags  and  naftinefs  ? 

At  firft,  thefe  bandages  of  leather  and 
reeds  with  which  the  Hottentots  furrounded 
there  legs  were  only  an  indifpenfable  pre- 
fervative  againft  the  pricking  of  briars  and 
thorns,  and  the  biting  of  ferpents,  which 
abound  in  thefe  regions  of  Africa;  but  lux- 
ury transforms  into  abufes  the  moft  ufeful 
inventions.  In  place  of  thofe  pieces  of  fkin 
which  were  fo  ferviceable,  the  women  have 
fubftituted  beads,  which,  on  account  of  their 
fragility,  are  not  of  long  duration.  Thus, 
among  favages,  as  among  the  moft  enlight- 
ened nations,  the  wifeft  and  the  beft  com- 
bined inftitutions  are  at  length  perverted  and 
corrupted.  The  luxury  of  the  Hottentots, 
however  ill  underftood  it  may  appear,  fuffi- 
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ciently  announces  that  vanity  belongs  and  is 
extended  to  all  climates  ; and  that,  in  fpite 
even  of  nature,  a woman  is  always  a woman. 
The  habit  I was  in  of  continually  feeing  the 
Hottentots,  never  reconciled  me  to  their  prac- 
tice of  painting  their  bodies  in  a thoufand 
different  ways.  I always  found  it  hideous 
and  difgufting  ; nor  do  I know  what  charms 
they  pretend  to  receive  from  this  daubing, 
which  is  not  only  ridiculous,  but  even  fetid. 
I have  already  given  the  figure  of  a Hottentot 
lady  in  all  the  luxury  of  her  attire;  and  I 
can  affure  the  reader  that  in  this  portrait 
there  is  nothing  overcharged  or  exaggerated. 

The  two  colours  for  which  they  fhew  the 
greateft  fondnefs  are  red  and  black.  The 
firft  is  compofed  of  a kind  of  ochry  earth, 
which  is  found  in  feveral  places  of  the 
country,  and  which  they  mix  and  dilute 
with  greafe:  this  earth  has  a great  refem- 
blance  to  brick-duft,  or  tiles  reduced  to  pow- 
der. Their  black  is  nothing  elfe  than  foot, 
or  the  charcoal  of  tender  wood.  Some  wo- 
men indeed  are  contented  with  painting  only 
the  prominence  of  the  cheeks  ; but  in  general 
they  daub  over  their  whole  body,  in  com- 
partments varied  with  a certain  degree  of 
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fymmetry  : and  this  part  of  their  drefs  re- 
quires no  finall  length  of  time. 

Thcfe  two  colours  fo  much  admired  by 
the  Hottentots,  arc  always  perfumed  with 
the  powder  of  the  boughou^  which  is  not 
very  agreeable  to  the  fmell  of  an  European, 
A Hottentot,  perhaps,  would  find  our  odours 
and  elfences  no  lefs  infupportable  ; but  the 
boughou  has  over  our  rouge  and  partes  the 
advantage  of  not  being  pernicious  to  the 
fkin,  of  not  attacking  and  injuring  the 
lungs  ; and  the  female  Hottentot,  who  is 
acquainted  with  neither  amber,  mufk,  nof 
benjamin,  never  knows  what  it  is  to  be  op- 
prefled  by  vapours,  fpafms,  and  the  head- 
ache. 

The  men  never  paint  their  faces  ; but  I 
have  often  feen  them  ufe  a preparation  made 
of  both  colours  mixed,  to  paint  the  upper  lip 
as  far  as  the  nortrils  ; by  which  they  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  continually  inhaling  the 
odour  of  the  fubrtance  employed  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Young  girls  fometimes  favour  their 
lovers  fo  far  as  to  apply  this  paint  for  them 
under  the  nofe  ; and  on  this  point  they  rtiew 
a kind  of  coquetry  which  has  a very  power- 
ful influence  over  the  heart  of  a Hottentot 
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novice.  The  reader,  however,  muft  not  in- 
fer, from  what  I have  faid,  that  the  Hotten- 
tot women  pay  fo  much  attention  to  drefs  as 
to  negled:  thofe  daily  and  ufeful  occupations 
to  which  nature  and  their  ufages  call  them. 
I never  heard  them  fpeak  of  it  but  on  certain 
feftivals  which  happen  very  rarely.  . Sepa- 
rated from  Europe  by  an  immenlity  of  fea, 
and  from  the  Dutch'  colonies  by  defart 
mountains  and  impaffable  rocks,  too  much 
communication  with  thefe  people  has  not 
yet  led  them  to  the  exceffes  of  our  deprava- 
tion : on  the  contrary,  when  they  have  the 
happinefs  of  being  mothers.  Nature  addrefles 
them  in  a different  language;  they  alfume, 
more  than  in  any  other  country,  a fpirit 
fuitable  to  their  ftate,  and  readily  give  them- 
felves  up  to  thofe  cares  which  fhe  imperi- 
cufly  requires  from  them.  As  foon  as  a 
child  is  born,  it  never  quits  the  back  of  its 
mother  ; fhe  there  fixes  her  dear  burden  by 
means  of  an  apron,  which  keeps  it  clofe  to 
her  body  ; and  another  tied  with  thongs  under 
the  infant’s  thighs,  fupports  it,  and  prevents 
it  from  gliding  down.  This  fécond  apron, 
formed,  like  the  firft,  of  the  fkin  of  fome 
wild  animal,  is  generally  ornamented  with 
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beads  ; and  this  is  all  that  compofes  the  fur- 
niture of  the  new-born  child.  Whether  the 
mother  goes  to  work  or  to  a ball,  and  even 
though  Ihe  dance,  fhe  never  quits  her  child. 
The  latter,  of  which  nothing  is  feen  but 
the  head,  never  cries  or  fquawls  except 
when  it  has  occafion  to  fuck.  The  mother 
then  turns  it  and  draws  it  on  one  fide  ; nor 
is  it  necelTary  for  her  to  untie  it,  except 
when  fhe  is  advanced  in  years,  or  has -had 
feveral  children.  Without  difplacing  the 
one  fhe  carries,  fhe  conveys  her  breaft  to  it 
under  her  arm,  or  throws  it  over  her  fhoul- 
der  ; the  child,  fatisfied,  then  ceafes  to  cry  ; 
and  the  nurfe  continues  her  dancing. 

When  the  mother  judges  that  it  is  in  a 
condition  to  crawl  and  to  aflift  itfelf,  fhe 
places  it  on  the  ground  before  her  hut  ; and 
by  force  of  creeping  it  learns  the  ufe  of  its 
limbs,  and  from  day  to  day  tries  to  (land  up- 
right : one  attempt  conduces  to  a fécond  ; 
it  becomes  bold,  and  foon  acquires  fufficient 
ftrength  to  run  and  to  follow  its  mother. 
This  method,  fo  fimple  and  natural,  is  in 
my  opinion  much  fuperior  to  our  leading- 
firings,  which  crufh  and  confine  the  breaft. 
The  difproportion  between  the  ftrength  of 
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their  legs  and  the  weight  of  their  bodies, 
which  obliges  our  children  to  hang  upon 
thefe  too  officious  fupporters,  often  lames 
them,  at  leaft  ruins  their  health  and  disfi- 
gures them  during  the  remainder  of  their 
days. 

Never  did  I,  cither  in  America  or  Africa, 
meet  with  a lame  or  deformed  perfon  among 
the  favages  : to  find  thefe  one  muff;  travel  in 
Europe. 

What  ftill  contributes  to  give  the  children 
of  favages  that  agility  and  ftrength  by  which 
they  are  diftinguifhed,  is  the  care  taken  by 
their  mothers  to  rub  their  bodies  with  mutton 
greafe.  The  men  themfelves  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  ufe  this  precaution,  which  reftores 
to  the  fkin  that  pliablenefs  which  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  winds  and  the  heat  of  the  fun 
take  from  it. 

Lefs  favoured  by  the  productions  of  the 
African  climates  than  the  Carlbs  are  by 
thofe  of  America,  the  Hottentot  does  not, 
like  the  latter,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
rocQUy  which  renders  them  a very  eflfential 
fervice.  It  is  well  known  that  this  tree  pro- 
duces a kind  of  fruit  or  pod  which  divides 
itfelf  into  two  parts,  and  flreds  about  fixty 
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grains,  the  pellicle  of  which  is  oily,  and  of  a 
reddifli  colour.  The  Indian , who  always 
goes  naked,  never  fails  to  rub  himfelf  with 
thefe  every  morning  from  head  to  foot  ; and 
by  means  of  this  unction  he  preferves  him- 
felf from  fun  ftrokes^  and  from  being  flung 
by  mofquitoes,  and  checks  perfpiration',  ge- 
nerally too  copious  betw'een  the  tropics* 

When  a Hottentot  woman  is  ready  to  lie 
in,  fhe  is  vifited  by  an  old  woman  of  the 
horde,  who  attends  her  while  in  labour,  and 
her  delivery  is  always  eafy.  The  fymphyfis 
and  Cæfarian  operation  are  not  known  among 
thefe  lavages.  No  confultations  are  ever 
held,  nor  do  they  debate  whether  they 
mull  fave  the  child  at  the  expence  of  the 
life  of  the  mother  ; and  fhould  it  happen,  but 
this  is  extremely  rare,  that  the  life  of  both 
could  not  be  preferved,  a horrid  diftin£lion 
would  certainly  not  order  the 'mother  to  be 
affafTinated,  and  the  child  would  not  be 
fpared. 

I enquired  of  the  Hottentots  themfelves 
whether  it  was  true  that  a mother  who 
brings  forth  twins  inftantly  dellroys  one  of 
them.  This  crime  againft  nature  is  indeed 
Very  rare,  and  thefe  people  revolt  at  the 
. VoL.  II.  E idea 
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idea  of  it;  but  it  has  its  fource,  however 
incredible  it  may  feem,  in  the  tendereft 
love.  It  is  a dread  of  not  being  able  to 
nourifli  two  children,  or  of  feeing  them 
both  perifh,  that  has  induced  fome  m.othefs 
to  facrifice  one  of  them.  Befides,  the  Go- 
naquas  are  exempt  from  this  reproach  ; and 
I obferved  that  they  were  not  pleafed  with 
nly  queilion.  But  by  what  right  dare  we 
make  it  criminal  in  thefe  favages  to  ufe 
this  precaution,  for  w^hich  I have  given  at 
leafl  a plaufible  motive,  whilft  in  the  heart 
of  the  moft  enlightened  nations,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  number  of  hofpitals  opened  by 
benevolence,  we  every  day  fee  mothers  un- 
natural enough  to  expofe  with  their  own 
hands,  and  to  abandon  in  the  ftreets,  the 
innocent  fruits  of  their  womb  ? 

It  would  therefore  be  an  unjufl  calumny 
againft  Ihefe  people,  to  give  as  a confiant 
pra<Stice  a few  barbarous  adions  wdrich  they 
condemn,  and  which  they  belie  fo  well  by 
their  condud.  In  more  than  one  horde  I 
have  met  mothers  who  fuckled  twins,  and 
who  did  not  feem  to  be  in  the  leafl  em- 
barraffed  with  them. 

Travellers,  however,  have  not  hefitated 
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to  maintain  that  this  barbarous  pra<£tice  ex- 
ifts;  and  what  Dr.  Sparmann  relates  in  his 
Voyage  to  the  Cape*,  refpeding  the  fate  of 
children  at  the  bread:  who  lofe  their  mothers, 
is  equally  void  of  foundation. 

“ Another  cuftom,  no  lefs  horrid,*’  fays 
he,  “ which  has  not  been  hitherto  remarked 
“ by  any  one,  but  which  I have  been  fully 
“ ajjured  exifts  amongft  the  Hottentots,  is 
“ that,  if  a mother  happens  to  die,  the  child 
“ at  her  bread:  is  interred  alive  with  her* 

“ This  very  year,  in  the  place  where  I was, 

“ the  following  circumdance  happened  : — 

“ A Hottentot  woman  having  died  on  the 
“ farm  of  an  epidemical  diftemper,  the  red 
“ of  the  Hottentots,  who  thought  that  they 
“ were  not  in  a condition  to  educate  the  fe- 
“ male  child  which  fhe  had  left,  or  who  • 
“ were  unwilling  to  take  the  burden  of  it, 

“ had  wrapped  it  up,  dill  alive,  in  a dieep’s 
“ {kin,  in  order  to  inter  it  with  the  deceafed 
“ mother  ; but  fome  farmers  in  the  neigh- 
“ bourhood  prevented  them  from  accom- 
“ plifhing  their  delign.  My  landlady,  w'ho 
“ was  already  advanced  in  years,  told  me 
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“ that  file  herfelf,  about  fixteen  or  feventeen 
“ years  before,  found  in  the  quarter  of 
“ Swellendam  a Hottentot  child  wrapped 
“ Lip  in  Ikins,  tied  fall  to  a tree,  near  the 
“ place  where  its  mother  had  been  recently 
“ interred.  Enough  of  life  was  ftill  remain- 
“ ing  in  this  child  to  be  faved,  and  it  was 
“ carried  away  by  Mrs.  Kock’s  relations  ; but 
“ it  died  at  the  age  of  eight  or  nine.  It  re- 
“ fults  from  this  inftance,  and  from  feveral 
“ others  which  I learned  from  the  planters,’*. 
Szc. 

We  mull:  conclude,  from  the  words  of  this 
botanift,  that  he  faw  nothing  of  what  he  re- 
lates, fmce  he  declares,  as  he  does  through- 
out his  whole  work^  that  he  received  his 
information  from  the  planters.  He  muft 
have  been  too- much  in  their  company  to  be 
ignorant  how  flir  one  ought  to  depend  on 
their  memories  or  their  judgement  ; and  on 
this  account  he  might  have  fpared  us  the 
trouble  of  reading  a great  number  of  fables 
which  ought  to  have  been  exploded.  It  is 
not  by  hearlay  that  we  are  to  judge  of  peo- 
ple, or  to  compare  them  with  others.  In 
the  moft  faithful  and  juft  relation  how  many 
circuinftances  elcape  us  which  would  throw 
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light  upon  fads,  always  ill  imderftood  when 
one  has  not  been  an  eye  witnefs  ! Was  not 
the  epidemical  diftemper  of  which  he  fays 
the  hrft  mother  died,  a fufRcient  reafon  to 
alarm  the  Hottentots,  and  to  make  them 
remove  both  from  the  dead  body  and  the 
child,  through  a dread  of  being  infeded  ; 
which,  confidering  their  prejudice,  is  a fuf- 
licient  motive  to  induce  them  to  abandon 
every  thing  in  an  inftant,  even  their  flocks, 
which  are  their  only  riches  ? With  regard 
to  the  fécond  child,  found  in  the  canton  of 
Swellendam,  the  cafe  perhaps  might  have 
been  the  fame  ; and  until  a reafonable  caufe 
is  afligned  for  this  barbarity,  I fliall  vindi-r 
cate  the  charader  of  the  mildeft  and  moft 
affediionate  people  that  I know.  In  fhort, 
fuch  ridiculous  tales  refpeding  thefe  favages 
would  have  been  long  fmce  forgotten  with 
the  hiftory  of  witches  and‘ apparitions,  were 
there  not  old  women  to  repeat  them,  and 
children  to  read  them. 

I 

It  would  appear  that  fome  people  take  a 
delight  in  decrying  uncivilized  nations  all 
over  the  globe,  who  are  known  to  be  the 
moft  peaceable  and  the  moft  patient  ; w^hilft 
filled  with  efteem  and  refped:  for  the  eaft- 
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ern  nations,  the  Chinefe  for  example,  they 
pafs  {lightly  over  a cuftom  prevalent  among 
mothers  at  Pekin  of  expofmg  in  the  flreets 
during  night  all  the  children  which  they 
wiih  to  get  rid  of,  that  at  break  of  day  the 
carriages  and  cattle  as  they  pafs  may  crufh 
them  to  death,  or  that  they  may  be  de- 
voured by  the  hogs.  Certain  travellers  who 
have  vifited  Afia  inform  us  that  the  great 
lords  in  Thibet  go  on  a pilgrimage  to  Pu- 
tola,  the  refidence  of  the  Grand  Lama,  to 
procure  fome  of  the  excrement  of  this  fove- 
reign  high  prieft  ; and  that  they  carry  it 
about  their  necks  in  amulets,  or  fprinkle  it  like 
pepper  over  their  food. 

Has  this  filthy  ceremony  any  thing  more 
difgulting  in  it  than  that  fallely  afcribed  to 
the  Hottentots  in  the  celebration  of  their 
marriages?  Mafters  of  ceremony,  which  they 
have  not — or  rather  priefts,  with  whom  they 
are  flill  lefs  acquainted,  are  fuppofed  to  have 
the  fupernatural  power  of  drenching  from 
the  urinary  paifage  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom, who,  proflrated  at  the  feet  of  the 
perfon  who  befprinkles  them,  devoutly  re- 
ceive the  liquor,  and  carefully  rub  it  over 
their  whole  bodies,  without  lofing  a fingle 
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drop.  The  author  whom  I have  already 

quoted  is  ftrongly  inclined  to  believe  all 

^ thefe  rhapfodies  on  the  fimple  relation  of 

the  planters,  when  he  fays  that  thefe  mar^ 

riage  rites  ^re  not  deilitute  of  foundation  ; 

but  that  this  cuftoin  is  no  longer  pradlifed 

except,  in  the  interior  part  of  the  kraals, 

/ _ 

and  never  in  prefence  of  the  planters, 

Kolben  has  fpoken  of  this  ceremony  lu 
the  minuted;  manner;  and  he  has  even  ex- 
pofed  it  to  the  eyes  of  his  readers  in  an  en-» 
graving,  in  order  to  give  it  a kind  of  authen- 
ticity. Other  ignorant  writers  have  copied 
Kolben,  and  even  the  author  of  the  French 
tranllation  of  Dr.  Sparmann  ; to  which  he 
has  been  pleafed  to  add,  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  laft  volume,  I know  not  what 
extraâ:  from  A New  Syjlem  of  Geography, 
I indeed  never  read  any  voyage  to  Africa  in 
which  the  abfiird  reveries  of  Kolben  have 
not  been  adopted.  This  plagiarifm,  which 
difgraces  the  work  of  a refped:able  writer, 
deferves  no  credit.  The  dreams  of  the  fe- 
dentary  traveller  who  wrote  above  eighty 
years  ago,  are  there  related  word  for  word, 
pot  only  refpedting  the  marriage  ceremony 
pf  the  Hottentots,  but  alfo  concerning  their 
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reception  into  an  order  of  chivalry,  which 
terminates  likewife  by  a general  imnierfion. 
I have  dwelt  too  long  on  thefe  details;  but 
it  is  my  duty  to  relate  faithfully  what  I faw, 
and  what  conclufions  I have  thence  formed. 

The  Hottentot  women,  as  well  as  thofe 

I 

' of  Europe,  are  fubjedt  to  periodical  indifpo- 
fitions  ; and  all  the  circumftanccs  attending 
them  are  abfolutely  the  fame.  The  wife  or 
daughter  of  a Gonaqua,  when  fhe  perceives 
her  lituation,  immediately  leaves  the  hut  of 
her  hulband  or  parents,  retires  to  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  horde,  has  no  more  commu- 
nication with  them,  conftrudls  a kind  of  ha- 
bitation for  herfelf,  if  it  be  cold,  and  re- 
mains Ihut  up  there,  until,  being  purified  by 
bathing,  fhe  is  in  a condition  to  appear  again 
in  publick.  As  in  fiich  circumftances  the 
drefs  of  thefe  favages  is  very  ill  calculated  to 
conceal  a woman’s  condition,  fhe  would  be 
expofed  to  fevere  raillery  if  any  one  fhould 
obferve  it  : nothing  more  would  be  necef- 
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fary  to  infpire  her  intended  fpoufe  with  dif- 
guft,  which  would  termiiWe  by  a fpeedy 
feparation.  It  is  therefore  a natural  fliame, 
founded  upon  a fenle  of  her  own  imperfedt- 
tion,  and  a dread  of  difplealing,  that  induces 
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a woman  to  abfent  herfelf  in  this  manner 

I 

for  feveral  days:  and  this  is  one  of  thole 
cuftoms  which  might  have  been  eafily  taken 
for  a religious  ceremony,  by  people  who 
having  obferved  it  only  fuperficially,  did  not 
fee  that  fuch  a conduct,  myfterious  in  ap- 
pearance, is  at  bottom  only  an  ad;  of  de- 
cency and  cleanlinefs. 

Young  women  never  have  any  intercourfc 
with  the  men  until  they  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing children.  They  are  marriageable  at 
the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen:  and  after  that 
period,  as  foon  as  they  meet  with  a young 
man  agreeable  to  their  tafle,  they  are  per- 
mitted by  their  parents  to  live  with  him. 

In  this  country,  where  ail  are  equal  by  their 
birth,  provided  they  are  males,  all  ranks  are 
confequently  equal,  or  rather  there  is  no 
rank  at  all.  Luxury  and  vanity,  which  eat 
up  wealth,  and  make  it  experience  fo  many 
changes,  in  other  countries,  are  not  known 
among  thefe  favages  : confined  to  the  limple 
wants  of  nature,  the  means  by  which  they 
fupply  them  not  being  exclufive,  they  may 
be,  and  indeed  they  are,  employed  by  every 
one.  All  the  combinations  of  pride  for  the 
prpfperity  of  families,  and  the  accumulation 
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of  perhaps  ten  fortunes  in  the  fame  money 
cheft,  produce  here  no  intrigues,  diforder,  or 
crimes.  Parents  having  no  reafons  for  op- 
pofing  thofe  fentiments  of  prepoffeflion  which 
lead  a child  towards  one  object  rather  than  to 
another,  all  marriages  being  founded  on  a re- 
ciprocal affeâiion,  are  always  attended  with 
happinefs  ; and  as,  to  preferve  them,  they 
know  no  other  law  but  love,  they  have  no 
other  motive  for  dilTolving  them  but  indif- 
ference. Thefe  unions,  formed  by  fimple  na- 
ture, are  more  lafting  than  might  be  expe<fled 
amongft'  thefe  fhepherds;  and  their  love  for 
their  children  renders  both  the  parties  every 
day  more  and  more  neceflary  to  one  another. 

The  formality  of  thefe  marriages  confifts 
then  in  a fimple  and  fincere  promife  of  living 
together  as  long  as  may  be  agreeable.  When 
two  young  people  enter  into  this  engage- 
ment, they  inftantly  become  man  and  wife  * 
and  this  alliance  is  certainly  not  folemnized 
by  thofe  ridiculous  and  filthy  afperfions  of 
which  I have  fpoken.  A few  fheep,  and 
fometimes  an  ox,  are  killed  to  celebrate  this 
* little  feftival  ; the  parents  give  a few  cattle 
to  the  young  couple  ; and  the  latter  conftrudt 
a hut,  and  take  pofTeffion  of  it  the  fame 
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day,  to  live  there  together  as  long  as  love 
may  preferve  harmony  between  them  : for, 
as  1 have  faid,  if  any  difference  arifes  in  the 
family  which  cannot  be  reconciled  but  by  a 
reparation,  it  foon  takes  place.  They  quit 
one  another  ; and  each  feeking  a happier  fitu- 
ation  elfewhere,  is  at  liberty  to  marry  again. 
Eftablifhed  order  requires  that  the  common 
effeds  fliould  be  divided  in  an  amicable  man- 
ner : but  fhould  it  happen  that  the  hufband, 
in  quality  of  mafter,  pretends  to  retain  the 
whole,  the  wife  on  that  account  is  never 
deftitute  of  protedors  and  fupport  ; the  fa-, 
mily  hand  up  in  her  defence,  and  fometimes 
the  whole  horde.  Much  difputing  then  en- 
fues  ; the  confequence  is  that  they  come  to 
blows,  and  the  llronger  party  give  laws  to 
the  other. 

The  mother  takes  with  her  the  young 
children,  efpecially  if  they  be  daughters  ; 
the  boys,  if  they  be  grown  up,,  follow  the 
father,  and  are  always  on  his  fide, 

Thefe  misfortunes,  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
are  very  rare  ; but  what  is  no  lefs  worthy  of 
remark,  is,  that  in  fuch  cafes,  as  well  as  in 
their  other  quarrels,  there  is  no  law,  and  no 
eftablifhed  cuftom,  by  which  good  order  can 
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be  reftored.  We  muft  confider  as  abfurdlties 
what  Kolben  has  faid  refpeding  their  courts 
of  juftice,  their  manner  of  proceeding  in  civil, 
affairs,  the  fuperior  council  of  the  nation, 
their  prifons,  their  publick  affemblies,  and  in 
a word  all  thofe  inftitutions  which  ill  agree 
with  the  name  of  favage,  fmce  a people  fo 
governed  would  in  nothing  differ  from  us 
.but  in  colour  and  climate.  I never  faw  or 
heard  that  a quarrel  ended  by  a murder  ; but 
if  this  misfortune  fhould  happen,  and  if  the 
death  be  regretted,  the  family,  exceedingly 
moderate  in  their  vengeance,  would  be  con- 
tented with  the  law  of  retribution.  For  fo 
atrocious  a crime  the  whole  horde  would 
purfue  the  affaffin,  and  compel  him  to  quit 
the  country,  if  he  efcaped  being  put  to  death. 

Polygamy  is  not  at  all  repugnant  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  Hottentots  ; but  it  is  far 
from  being  generally  eftablifhed  among  them. 
They  take  as  many  wives  as  they  choofe  ; that 
is  to  fay,  in  proportion  to  their  conftitution  ; 
and  this  generally  reduces  the  number  to  one. 

It  is  never,  however,  obferved  that  one 
woman  lives  with  two  men  ; and  the  wifdom 
of  nature,  which  was  defirous  that  a father 
might  be  able  to  acknowledge  his  children, 
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împrefled  on  the  heart  of  the  Gonaquas  an 
invincible  abhorrence  of  this  infamous  pro- 
ftitution.  It  fhocks  thefe  people  fo  much, 
that  a hufband,  acquainted  with  the  flighteft 
adl  of  infidelity  in  his  fpoufe,  may  immedi- 
ately put  her  to  death,  without  running  the 
rifk  of  being  puniflied  for  it. 

It  may  be  readily  judged  that  this  remark 
is  liable  to  fome  exceptions  ; and  the  reader 
will  recollect  with  what  familiarity  the  firfl  ' 
free  Hottentots  I met  mixed  among  mine  : 
but,  being  nearer  the  colony,  example  is  a 
very  powerful  feducer  ; and  I ^ even  confefs 
that  it  would  be  difficult,  among  thefe  fa- 
vages,  for  the  conjugal  knot  to  refill  the 
folicitations  and  coaxing  of  an  European. 
A Hottentot  woman,  honoured  by  being 
overcome,  looks  upon  her  hufband  after- 
wards with  a kind  of  haughtinefs,  and  quits 
him  with  contempt.  The  latter  on  his  fide, 
foon  becomes  comforted,  and  fuffers  himfelf 
to  be  eafily  appeafed  by  trifling  prcfents: 
but  even  this  refource  is  ufelefs  j and,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  in  confequence  of  their 
primitive  manners  being  corrupted,  they  are 
lefs  fufceptible  of  jealoufy,  and  are  far  from 
experiencing  its  madnefs. 
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A Gonaqua  man  beftows  much  lefs  attend 
tion  on  drefs  than  the  women.  It  has  been 
faid  that  in  winter  they  wear  their  krofs  with 
the  woolly  fide  innermoft,  and  that  in  hot 
weather  they  tilrn  it.  This  indeed  is  pof- 
fible,  and  very  indifferent  in  itfelf;  but  it 
however  does  not  prevent  them  from  hav- 
ing one  in  fummer  abfolutely  free  from  wool, 
the  preparation  of  which  cofts  a great  deal 
of  trouble.  I have  remarked  that  the  Gona- 
quas  are  taller  than  the  Hottentots  of  the 
colonies,  and  that  their  kroffes  are  made  of 
calves  fkins.  One  of  thefe  fkins  is  feldoin 
fufficient;  and  they  generally  make  it  larger 
by  adding  to  each  fide  a piece  which  they 
flitch  to  it  with  thread  made  of  inteftines. 
This  fewing  is  executed  in  the  fame  manner 
• as  that  of  fhoemakers  ; and,  to  form  the  holes, 
thefe  lavages  employ  an  awl  of  iron,  when  they 
can  find  it;  but,  when  they  cannot,  they  ufe  one 
made  of  bone:  thofe  made  of  the  leg  bone  of 
an  oflrich,  which  is  the  hardefl  they  know, 
are  thofe  upon  which  they  fet  the  highcfl 
value.  There  are  two  methods  of  freeine  a 
krofs  from  hair  : when  the  animal  has  been 
newly  flayed,  and  Mobile  the  fkin  is  hill  frefh, 
they  only  roll  it  up  with  the  hair  inwards, 
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and  leave  it  in  this  ftate  for  two  days,  which 
are  fufficient  to  produce  a fermentation. 
When  this  begins,  they  tear  off  the  hair, 
which  almoft  drops  of  itfelf;  and  then,  by 
rubbing,  give  the  fkin  a kind  of  preparation. 
It  is  afterward  left  for  a whole  day  entirely 
covered  with  leaves  of  the  Hottentot  fig-tree^ 
well  foaked  and  pounded;  and  when  this 
operation  is  finilhed^  the  fibres,  and  all  the 
flefhy  parts  that  can  be  perceived,  arc  fcraped 
away;  till  at  length,  by  force  of  rubbing  it 
with  mutton  greafe,  the  krofs  acquires  all 
the  foftnefs  and  flexibility  of  woven  cloth. 
It  may  be  readily  perceived  that  this  pro- 
cefs  differs  very  little  fi'om  thqfe  employed 
by  furriers  and  tanners  in  Europe  ; but^  with 
whatever  ingenuity  thé  Hottentots  may  pre- 
pare their  fUrs  and  Ikihs,  they  will  never  ap- 
proach ours  until  they  have  paffed  through 
the  hands  of  the  perfumer. 

If  the  fkin  be  dry,  and,  whether  it  has 
been  ufed  or  not,  retains  the  haif;  and  if  a 
Hottentot,  for  want  of  another,  v/ifhes  to 
convert  it  into  a krofs  for  fummer,  this  la- 
bour requires  other  care,  and  it  becomes 
much  more  tedious  and  minute.  With  the 
rib  bone  of  a fheep  he  forms  a kind  of  chifel, 
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M'hich  miift  be  made  as  fliarp  as  poffiblej* 
and  tills  inftruinent,  which  ferves  to  detach 
the  hair,  mull  be  managed  w'ith  great-  pre-  ^ 
caution.  It  is  not  fufficient  to  fhave  the 
hair,  it  is  neceffaiy  that  it  fhould  be  pulled 
out  by  the  roots  ; and  that  it  bring  the  epi- 
’ dermis  along  with  it,  without  damaging  the 
texture  of  the  Ikin.  This  work  of  patience 
requires  extraordinary  fkill  and  a great  deal 
of  time.  A Gonaqua,  I again  repeat  it,  has 
no  other  clothes  but  his  krofs  and  his  jackal; 
and  he  always  goes  bareheaded,  unlefs  the 
weather  be  rainy  or  cold  : in  fuch  cafes,  he 
wears  a cap  made  of  leather.  He  ornaments 
his  hair  with  a few  glafs  beads,  or  affixes  a 
plume  of  feathers  to  it.  I have  feen  fome 
who  fubllituted,  in  the  place  of  this  decora- 
- tion,  fmall  bits  of  leather  cut  into  different 
forms  ; and  others,  when  they  kill  fmall 
birds,  blow  up  the  bladder,  and  fallen  it  like 
a tuft  over  their  foreheads; 

All  in  general  ufe  fandals,  which  they 
tie  with  leather  thongs  : they  ornament  alfo, 
blit  with  lefs  profufion  than  the  women,  their 
legs  and  arms  with  ivory  bracelets,  the  whitc- 
nefs  of  which  affords  them  much  pleafure  ; 
but  they  do  not  however  value  them  fo  highly 
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ae  thofe  made  of  large  brafs  wirCi  They 
take  fo  much  care  of  the  latter,  and  fcour 
them  fo  often,  that  they  become  exceed- 
ingly brilliant,  and  retain  a moft  beautiful 
polilh. 

They  are  remarkably  fond  of  hunting  ; and 
in  this  exercife  they  difplay  great  dexterity* 
Behdes  gins  and  fnares,  which  they  place  in 
convenient  fpots  to  catch  large  animals,  they 
lie  in  wait  for  them  alfo,  attack  them  as  foon 
'as  they  appear,  and  kill  them  with  their 
poifoned  arrows,  or  their  aflagays.  When 
an  animal  is  wounded  by  the  former,  it  in- 
- ftantly  feels  the  effects  of  the  poifon,  which 
coagulates  its  blood;  and  it  often  happens 
that  an  elephant,  wounded  in  this  manner, 
falls  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  ' 
from  the  place  where  it  received  the  deadly 
blow.  As  foon  as  an  animal  expires,  they 
are  contented  with  cutting  away  all  the  flefh 
near  the  wound,  which  they  confider  as  dan- 
gerous; but  the  reft  fuftains  no  injury  from 
the  force  of  the  poifon.  I have  often  eat 
the  flefh  of  animals  killed  in  this  manner, 
without  experièncing  the  flighteft  inconve- 
nience ; but  I muft  own  that  I would  not 
run  the  fame  rifque  with  refpe^l:  to  animals 
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which  have  retained  the  poifon  in  their  bo- 
dies for  fome  time. 

On  the  firft  view  of  their  arrows,  one 
would  not  fiifpeâ:  how  deftrudfive  weapons 
4 they  are.  They  will  neither  fly'fo  far,  nor 
afe  they  fo  long,  as  thofe  iifed  by  the  Caribs 
in  America  ; but  even  their  fmallnefs  ren- 
ders them  fo  much  the  more  dangerous,  as 
it  is  impolfible  to  perceive  and  follow  them 
with  the  eye,  and  confequently  to  avoid 
them.  The  flighteft  wound  which  they 
make  always  proves  mortal,  if  the  poifon 
reaches  the  blood,  and  if  the  Hefh  be  torn. 
The  fureft  remedy  is  to  amputate  the  wound- 
ed part,  if  it  be  a limb  ; but  if  the  wound  be 
in  the  body,  death  is  unavoidable. 

Thefe  arrows  are  made  of  reeds,  and  very 
curioufly  formed.  They  are  only  eighteen, 
inches,  or  at  molt  two  feet,  in  length  ; where- 
as thofe  of  the  Caribs  are  fix  feet.  Having 
rounded  a fmall  bone  three  or  four  inches 
in  length,  and  lefs  in  diameter  than  the  reed, 
thefe  Hottentots  thruft  it  into  one  of  the 
ends  of  the  arrow,  but  without  fixing  it  ; on 
this  account,  when  the  arrow  penetrates  any 
body,  the  rod  may  be  drawn  out,  but  the 
bone  remains  in  the  w^oundj  becaufe  it  is 
^ - -*  • armed 
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armed  with  a fmall  iron  hook,  placed  on  one 
of  its  Tides  in  fuch  a manner,  that  by  its  re^ 
fiftance,  and  the  new  lacerations  it  occafiona 
in  the  fledi,  it  renders  uTelefs  all  thofe  means 
which  art  might  devife  to  extraâ:  it.  This 
bone  allb  is  dipped  in  a poifon  which  has 
the  conTiftence  of  maftich  ; and  they  often 
add  to  its  point  a fmall  triangular  bit  of  iron 
well  Sharpened,  which  renders  the  weapon 
ftill  more  terrible. 

Each  horde  have  a peculiar  method  of 
compofing  their  poifons,  according  to  th<? 
different  milky  plants  which  grow  in  their 
neighbourhood,  the  dangerous  juice  of  which 
they  extradt.  They  procure  Tome  alfo  from 
certain  kinds  of  ferpents  ; and  thefe,  for 
their  activity,  are  thofe  wTich  are  moft  fought  ‘ 
after  by  thefe  favages,  and  which  they  prefer 
to  all  others,  efpecially  in  their  expeditions 
and  combats.  It  is  not  poffible  to  draw  any 
certain  information  from  them  refpedfing 
their  manner  of  preparing  that  poifon  which 
they  extrad  from  ferpents  : it  is  a fecret 
which  they  fo  carefully  conceal,  that  all  I 
can  affirm  concerning  it  is,  that  it  operates 
very  fpeedily  ; and  I often  had  occafion  to 
make  experiments  with  it.  I am  however 
“ F 2 ' inclined 
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inclined  to  think  that,  as  it  grows  old^  this 
poifon  lofes  much  of  its  ftrength,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  trial  made  of  it  in  the  king’s 
garden  at  Paris,  the  fuccefs  of  which  may 
be  warranted.  But  thefe  poifons,  as  I have 
already  faid,  do  not  refemhle  one  another  : 
that  which  Mr.  Condamine  brought  with 
him,  on  his  return  from  Peru,  does  not  efta- 
blilh  a law  for  Africa.  Befides,  it  is  an  ex- 
periment which  might  eafily  be  repeated  in 
the  prefence  of  fcientific  men;  fmee  I have 
in  my  colledlion,  befides  other  arms»  a quiver 
filled  with  thefe  arrows,  which  I took  from 
one  of  the  Boflimen  Hottentots,  during  an 
adtion  in  which  I faved  my  own  life  at  the 
expence  of  his. 

Their  bows  are  proportioned  to  their  ar- 
rows, and  are  not  above  two  feet  and  a half, 
or  at  moft  three  feet,  in  length  : the  firing  is 
formed  of  inteftines. 

The  alfagay  is  generally  a very  feeble  wea- 
pon in  the  hands  of  a Hottentot  ; but,  be- 
fides this,  as  its  length  renders  it  not  dange- 
rous, for  it  may  be  feen  cleaving  the  air,  it 
is  not  difficult  to  avoid  it.  Beyond  the  dif- 
tance  of  forty  paces,  the  perfon  wffio  darts  it 
is  not  lure  of  his  aim,  although  the  Hotten- 
tots 
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tots  are  able  to  throw  it  much  farther:  it  is 
only  in  a clofe  engagement  that  it  can  be  of 
any  utility.  It  has  the  fame  fhape  as  a lance 
in  every  other  country  ; but  as  it  is  intended 
to  be  thrown  at  the  enemy,  or  at  animals, 
the  wood  of  thofe  ufed  in  Africa  is  much 
lighter  and  weaker,  and  continues  diminifh- 
ing  in  thicknefs  to  the  extremity  oppofite  to 
the  iron  point. 

The  ufe  of  thefe  weapons  is  very  ill  under- 
ftood  ; for  the  warrior  who  wields  them  with 
the  greateft  {kill  is  alfo  the  fooneft  difarmed. 
The  Gonaquas,  and  all  the  other  Hottentots, 
never  carry  but  one  ; and  the  embarraffment 
which  they  generally  caufe,  as  well  as  the 
little  advantage  they  derive  from  them,  fuf- 
hcieptly  prove  that  they  are  not  their  fa- 
vourite means  of  defence  ; which  may  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  bows  and  arrows  are  the 
natural  and  proper  arms  of  a Hottentot.  I 
Iiave  feen  ibme  of  them  that  difplayed  much 
addrefs  in  throwing  the  alTagay  ; but  'the 
greater  part  of  them  are  entirely  unacquaint- 
ed with  it.  The  cafe  however  is  not  the 
fame  with  the  Caifres,  who  have  no  other 
weapons  ; but  of  thefe  I fhall  fpeak  here- 
after. 
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Such  are  the  means  for  attacking  or  de- 
fending ufed  by  fome  of  the  favage  nations 
of  Africa.  They  may  perhaps  incite  the  in- 
dignation of  an  European,  and  induce  him 
to  tax  thefe  people  with  barbarity:  but  it 
rhuft  be  remembered  that  the  Europeans,  be- 
fore they  eniployed  that  terrible  thunder 
\vhich  in  a moment  caufes  fo  much  devafta- 
tion  and  ruin,  had  no  other  arms  but  thofe 
made  of  heel,  and  knew  alfo  the  method  of 
fending  a double  death  to  the  enemy. 

• The  Hottentots  have  not  the  lead;  notion 
cf  the  elements  of  agriculture  ; they  neither 
fow  nor  plant,  nor  do  they  ever  reap  any 
crop.  All  that  Kolben  has  faid  refpe<Ting 
their  manner  of  cultivating  the  earth,  of  ga- 
thering in  their  grain,  and  of  churning  their 
butter,  concerns  the  planters  only,  and  the 
Hottentots  in  their  fervice.  The  favages 
drink  their  milk  as  nature  gives  it  ; and  if 
they  conceived  a tafte  for  agriculture,  to- 
bacco and  the  vine  would  undoubtedly  be 
the  printipal  objects  of  their  attention  : for 
fmoking  and  drinking  are  their  ruling  plea- 
fures;  and  all,  whether  old  or  young,  mar- 
ried or  unmarried,  are  much  addided  to 
both. 
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When  they  choofe  to  give  themfelves  the 
trouble,  they  malce  an  intoxicating  liquor, 
compofed  of  honey  and  a certain  root,  which 
they  fulFer  to  ferment  in  a proper  quantity  of 
water.  This  liquor,  which  is  a kind  of  hy- 
dromel, is  not  their  ufual  beverage,  nor  do 
they  ever  keep  a flock  of  it  by  them.  What 
ever  they  have,  they  drink  all  at  once,-  and 
frequently  regale  themfelves  in  this  manner, 
at  certain  periods. 

They  fmoke  the  leaves  of  a .plant  which 
they  name  dagha^  and  not  daka^  as  fome  au- 
thors have  written.  This  plant  is  not  indi- 
'genous  ; it  is  the  hemp  of  Europe.  It  is  cul- 
tivated by  fome  of  the  planters  ; and  when 
• they  have  dried  the  leaves,  they  fell  them  to 
the  Hottentots,  or  exchange  them  for  oxen. 
There  are  fome  of  the  favages  who  prefer 
thefe  leaves  to  tobacco  ; but  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  fond  of  mixing  both  toge- 
ther. 

( 

They  fet  lefs  value  on  the  pipes  brought 
from  Europe  than  on  thofe  which  they  fa- 
bricate themfelves  ; the  former  appear  to 
them  to  be  too  fmail.  ’ For  making  thefe 
pipes  they  employ  the  bamboo  reed,  baked 
earth,  or  a foft  kind  of  ftone,  which  they 
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cut  and  fcoop  out  to  a confiderable  depth, 
without  breaking  it.  They  generally  make 
them  very  large  ; for  the  more  they  are  capa-* 
ble  of  containing,  the  more  valuable  they 
arc.  I have  feen  fome,  the  fhanks  of  which 
had  an  orifice  of  more  than  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter. 

None  of  the  men  among  the  Gonaquas 
give  themfelves  up  peculiarly  to  any  kind 
of  labour,  in  order  to  gratify  the  whims  of 
others.  The  woman  who  wifhes  to  repofe 
foftly,  makes  her  own  mats  ; the  want  of  a 
drefs  forms  a tailor  ; and  the  hunter  who  is 
defirous  of  having  fure  weapons,  depends  only 
upon  thofe  v''hich  he  forges  himfelf:  in  fhort 
a lover  is  the  foie  architedt  of  the  hut  in 
which  he  intends  to  conceal  the  charms  of 
his  female  companion. 

I muft  confefs  that  more  intelligence  and 
more  art  may  be  found  among  other  nations. 
The  only  utenfils  known  in  this  country  are 
formed  of  a kind  of  eai'then  ware  exceed- 
ingly brittle,  and  are  almoft  all  fhaped  alike. 
The  Gonaquas  feldom  boil  their  meat,  as 
they  prefer  it  roafted  or  broiled.  Their  pot- 
tery is  deftined  for  the  purpofe  of  melting 
greafe,  which  they  afterwards  preferve  in  ca* 
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llbafhes,  bags  made  of  fheep’s  fkins,  or  in 
bladders. 

Though  they  rear  abundance  of  fheep  and 
oxen,  they  feldom  kill  the  latter,  unlefs  fome  . 
accident  happens  to  them,  or  old  age  has 
rendered  them  unfit  for  fervice.  Their  prin- 
cipal nourilhnient,  therefore,  is  the  milk  of 
their  ewes  and  cows;  befides  which,  they 
have  the  produce  of  their  hunting  excur- 
•fions  ; and  from  time  to  time  they  kill  a 
fheep.  To  fatten  their  animals  they  em- 
ploy a procefs,  which,  though  not  pracHfed 
jn  Europe,  is  no  lefs  efficacious;  and  has 
this  peculiar  advantage,  that  it  requires  no 
care.  - They  bruife,  between  two  flat  hones, 
thofe  parts  vvhich  we  deprive  them  of  by  the 
knife;  and  when  thus  compreffed  they  ac- 
quire in  time  a prodigious  bulk,  and  be- 
çome  a moft  delicate  morfel,  \yhcn  they 
have  refolved  to  facrifice  the  animal. 

The  cuftom  of  breeding  oxen  for  war  is 
not  pra(ftifed  in  this  part  of  Africa.  I ob- 
ferved  no  veftige  of  it  in  any  of  thofe  places 
through  which  I pafTed.  It  is  peculiar  to 
the  Grand  Nimiquas;  and  I fhall  fpeak  of  it 
>vhen  I come  to  give  an  account  of  thefe 
people.  The  oxen  which  the  ' Hottentots 
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rear  are  ufed  only  in  tranfporting  their  bag« 
gage,  when  they  quit  one  place  in  order  to 
cftablifh  themfelves  in  another;  the  re- 
mainder are  deftined  for  procuring  them  ne- 
cefTaries  by  barter. 

Thofe  oxen  which  they  intend  for  carry- 
ing burdens  muft  be  broke  and  trained  very 
early  to  this  fervice  ; otherwife  they  would 
become  abfolutely  untraQable.  On  this  ac- 
count, when  the  animal  is  ftill  young,  they 
pierce  the  cartilage  which  feparates  the  no- 
flrils,  and  thruft  through  the  hole  a piece  of 
flick  about  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length, 
and  almoft  an  inch  in  diameter.  To  fix  this 
flick,  and  to  prevent  it  from  dropping,  they 
•fecure  it  with  a leathern  thong,  which  is  faft- 
ened  to  both  its  ends.  This  curb,  which 
ferves  to  flop  and  reftrain  the  animal,  is  left 
in  this  pofition  as  long  as  it  continues  in  life. 
When  the  ox  has  attained  to  its  full  ftrength, 
or  nearly  fo,  they  begin  by  accuftoming  it  to 
endure  a leathern  girth,  which  they  bind 
clofer  from  time  to  time,  without  incom- 
moding it;  and  they  carry  this  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  any  other  animal  with  which 
the  fame  precautions  might  not  be  taken, 
would  be  hifled  by  it,  and  inftantly  perifli, 
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Some  light  burthens  are  then  placed  upon  it, 
fuch  as  hides,  mats,  &c  ; and  thus,  by  gra- 
dually and  infenfibly  increafing  the  load, 
they  render  it  fit  to  carry  and  retain  on  its 
back  the  weight  of  three  hundred  pounds 
and  more;  which  is  in  nowife  troublefome 
to  it  when  on  a journey. 

Their  manner  of  loading  an  ox  is  very 
fimple.  A man  placing  himfelf  before  the 
animal,  lays  hold  of  tfie  thong  affixed  to  the 
finall  ftick  that  pafles  through  its  ^nofiriis; 
and  this  method  renders  the  moft  furious 
calm  and  peaceable.  Some  Ikins  are  thrown 
over  its  back,  to  prevent  it  from  being  hurt; 
and  in  proportion  as  they  lay  on  the  effefls 
which  are  to  compofe  the  load,  two  robufl 
Hottentots,  ftanding  one  on  each  fide,  ar- 
range and  fecure  them  by  a leather  girth, 
which  goes  feveral  times  round  by  paffing 
under  the  animal’s  belly.  Thefe  girths  are 
often  above  twenty  yards  in  length  ; and,  to 
faften  them  more  clofely  each  time  they  pafs 
round  the  load,  thefe  men  prefs  their  knees 
againft  the  animal’s  fades  ; while  one  fees,, 

with  no  lefs  aftoniffiment  than  pain,  the  poor 

• 

brute,  with  its  belly  reduced  to  lefs  than  its 
ordinaty  fuc,  endure  this  torture,  and  march 
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along  with  the  iitmoft  compofarc.  The 
Hottentots,  who  are  nor  acquainted  with  the 
ufe  of  horfcs,  often  mount  thefe  oxen  ; and 
even  in  the  colonies  they  are  fometimes  em- 
ployed by  the  inhabitants  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  The  motion  of  an  ox  is  very  gentle, 
efpecially  when  it  trots  ; and  I have  feen 
fome,  which,  trained  entirely  for  riding,  were 
not  inferior  in  fpeed  to  the  fleeted:  horfc. 

The  talk  of  milking  the  cows  and  the 
ewes  belongs  to  the  women:  and,  as  they 
never  beat  or  torment  them,  they  are  fur- 
prifmgly  tradable  ; it  is  never  neceflkiy  to  tie 
them.  It  mufl;  be  obferved  that  a cow  in 
Africa  never  gives  milk  when  her  calf  dies, 
or  is  feparated  from  her  : the  Hottentots, 
therefore,  carefully  avoid  thefe  misfortunes, 
which  would  render  the  mother  ufelefs,  and 
lelTen  their  mofl;  valuable  refource.  The  in- 
ftinâ:  which  prompts  the  cow  to  retain  her 
milk  until  her  calf  has  fucked  her,  is  no  lefs 
remarkable  ; but  on  thefe  occafions  the  Hot- 
tentots employ  an  eafy  method,  generally 
pradlifed,  however  difgufting  it  may  be. 
Whilft  a woman,  fquatted  down,  holds  the 
animal’s  teat,  another  blows  with  great  vio- 
lence into  her  vagina;  her  belly  then  fweljs 
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prodigioufly,  fo  that  fhe  can  no  longer  keep 
back  her  milk,  but  fuffers  it  to  flow  in  abun- 
dance. 

If  a calf  happens  to  die,  they  preferve  its 
Ikin  very  carefully,  and  with  much  addrefs 
deceive  the  Ample  inftindt  of  nature.  They 
wrap  it  round  the  body  of  another  calf;  and, 
reduced  by  this  artifice,  the  mother  conti- 
nues to  yield  her  milk:  but  this  ftratagem 
feldom  fucceeds  beyond  the  fpace  of  a month. 
It  is  a real  lofs  to  a proprietor  when  a calf 
dies  ; for,  if  it  lives,  the  cow  never  ceafes  to 
give  milk  till  within  fix  weeks  of  her  bring- 
ing forth  again.  ■ 

The  African  cows  are  abfolutely  the  fame 
fpecies  as  thofe  of  Europe,  and  differ  in  no 
eircumftance  whatever  ; but,  according  as  the 
different  cantons  are  good  or  bad,  they  ap- 
pear fatter  or  leaner.  In  general  they  give 
very  little  milk  ; thofe  which  furnifh  three 
or  four  pints  a day  are  extraodinar^’^  pheno- 
mena. It  appears  that  milk,  one  of  the  moft 
agreeable  gifts  of  nature,  becomes  fcarcer, 
and  dries  up  almoft  entirely,  the  more  one 
approaches  the  warmeft  countries.  I re- 
member that  at  Surinam,  not  far  from  the 
Line,  a cow  which  gave  three  or  four  pints 
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confirm  the  truth  of  my  aflertion  is,  that 
even  at  the  Cape,  in  the  rainy  feafon,  when 
the  atmofphcre  is  cooleft,  more  milk  is  ob- 
tained; and  the  contrary  is  the  cafe  when 
the  warm  weather  returns.  It  is  then  alfo 
that  the  feafon  moft  dangerous  for  thefe  ani- 
mals commences  ; and  when  they  arc  fubjedl 
to  four  definitive  maladies,  which  occaiion 
dreadful  devaftation  among  the  herdsk 

The  firft,  called  at  the  Cape  lam-fikte^  is 
a real  palfy,  which  comes  on  all  of  a fudden  ; 
and  though  fat,  and  to  appearance  in  per- 
feih  health,  thefe  animals  are  obliged  to  re- 
main in  a lying  pofture,  and  they  generally 
die  in  fifteen  days.  As  fcon  as  the  diftemper 
appears,  thofe  which  are  ftill  free  from  the 
infection  are  fent  out  of  the  country  ; and, 
as  there  is  no  remedy  for  this  plague, 
the  planters  deftroy  thofe  attacked  by  it  ; 
and  this  they  do  wnth  the  more  readinefs, 
as  they  have  no  averfion  to  eat  the  difeafed 
fiefti  : above  all,  they  make  no  difficulty  in 
giving  it  to  their  flaves  and  Hottentots,  who 
in  their  tafte  are  ftill  lefs  delicate. 

■ Another  difeafe,  the  tong-fikte^  is  a pro- 
digious fwclling  of  the  tongue,  which  then 
- . fills 
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fills  the  whole  mouth  and  throat  ; and  the 
animal  is  every  moment  in  danger  of  being 
choaked.  This  diforder  is  more  terrible  in 
its  confequences  than  the  other,  though  it 
is  not  incurable  ; but  the  remedy  for  it  is 
fo  little  known,  and  fo  badly  adminiftered, 
that  it  feldom  operates  with  fuccefs.  Thofe, 
therefore,  which  appear  to  be  in  a defperate 
fituation,  are  killed,  in  order  that  their  flefli 
and  fkins  may  not  be  loft. 

The  klais)~fikte  -attacks  the  feet  of  oxen, 
caufes  them  to  fwell  prodigioufly,  and  often 
produces  a fuppuration  : the  hoof  drops  off; 
and  when  the  animal  walks,  if  one  fees  it 
.behind,  it  feems  as  if  it  wore  flippers.  It 
may  readily  be  fuppofed  that,  while  in  fuch 
a fituation,  great  care  is  taken  not  to  remove 
it  from  its  place.  It  is,  indeed,  fuffered  to 
remain  at  reft  as  long  as  the  malady  conti- 
nues; it  is  an  inconvenience  not  attended 
with  any  danger,  and  which  terminates  ge- 
nerally in  a fortnight. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe  with  re- 
fpeâ:  to  the  fpong-Jikte^  a terrible  fcourge 
among  horned  cattle,  and  very  alarming 
even  for  thofe  of  the  hordes.  This  plague, 
which  fpares  nothing,  caufes  fpeedy  deftrucr 
j..  2 tion  ; 
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tion  ; and  happy  is  he  who  does  not  lofe  by  it 
the  half  of  his  herd.  It  is  a kind  of  leprofy^ 
that  may  be  communicated  in  an  inftant  ; and 
the  flefh  of  fuch  animals  as  are  attacked  by 
it,  fwells  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and 
grows  fpongy  and  livid.  One  would,  fay 
that  it  was  bruifed,  and  in  a ftate  of  decom- 
pofition  : it  becomes  filled  with  - a reddifli 
vifcous  humour;  and  is  fo  difgufting,  that 
even  dogs  will  not  approach  it.  As  foon  as 
it  is  fufped;ed  that  the  firft  fymptoms  of 
this  peflilence  have  appeared,  if  care  has  not 
been  taken  to  remove  thofe  animals  which 
are  not  yet  infected,  whatever  health  or 
ftrength  they  may  enjoy,  they  cannot  efcape 
it. 

Such  are  the  principal  diforders  w^hich, 
by  their  periodical  ravages,  eftablifh  between 
the  increafe  and  the  mortality  of  the  cattle 
of  Africa,  a balance  that  obftrudts  their  pro- 
fperity,  and  without  which  thefe  paftoral 
people,  very  temperate  in  their  manner  of 
living,  would  foon  become  rich  and  power- 
ful. 

The  fheep  which  the  favages  breed  in  the 
eafiern  parts  are  of  a fpecies  known  under 
the  name  of  the  Cape  Jheep,  They  have  ac- 
’ quired 
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(paired  confiderable  reputation  from  the  fize 
of  their  tails;  but  this  has  been  greatly  ex- 
aggerated : their  ordinary  weight  is  not  above 
four  or  five  pounds.  During  my  refidence 
at  the  Cape  Town,  one  of  thefe  animals  was 
carried  from  houfe  to  houfe  as  a wonder  ; 
and  yet  its  tail,  though  much  admired,  did- 
not  weigh  more  than  nine  pounds  and  a half. 
It  is  abfolutely  nothing  elfe  but  a lump"  of 
fat,  which  has  this  peculiarity,  that  when 
melted  it  never  acquires  the  confiftency  of 
that  found  in  other  parts  of  the  animal  ; it  is 
a kind  of  congealed  oil,  which  the  Hottentots 
prefer  to  any  other  for  their  unctions,  and  for 
applying  that  powder  which  they  call  boughou. 
The  planters  employ  it  alfo  in  frying  certain 
kinds  of  meat.  When  mixed  with  other 
greafy  fubftances,  it  becomes  hard  like  but- 
ter, and  is  fubftituted  for  it,  efpecially  in 
fuch  cantons  of  the  colony  as  are  too  dry 
for  breeding  cows.  On  this  account  it  is 
called,  in  the  fertile  parts  of  the  country, 
in  pleafantry  and  by  way  of  derifion,  the 
butter  of  fuch  or  fuch  a place  : at  the 
Cape,  for  example,' it  is  called  the  butter  of 
Swart-land^  a dry  canton  in  which  milk  is 
exceedingly  fcarce. 
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The  dry  and  burnt  parts  are  fit  only  for 
goats,  which  are  always  of  a fine  breed.  Their 
fize  varies  according  to  the  different  cantons  -, 
but,  in  general,  they  are  every  where  excel- 
lent, and  produce  as  much  milk  as  the  cows. 
They  bring  forth  young  twice  a year,  like 
fheep  ; the  latter  for.  the  moft  part  bring  two 
at  a time  ; but  the  goats  three,  and  very  often 
four. 

The  Hottentots  are  not  acquainted  with 
hogs,  and  even  the  European  planters  dif- 
dain  to  breed  them.  I have  however  feen 
fome  of  them  in  particular  cantons,  where 
they  are  fuffered  to  multiply  and  to  live  un- 
confinedi’  To  catch  them  one  muff  purfue 
them  and  kill  them  with  a fufee. 

Poultry  are  not  efteemed  among  the  Hot- 
tentots; befides,  they  could  not  rear  them, 
were  they  defirous  to  do  it  ; for,  as  they 
never  fow,  they  have  no  kind  of  grain. 

The  roots  which  they  principally  make 
ufe  of,  are  confined  to  a very  fmall  numbeiv 
They  never  boil  them,  as  they  think  them 
better  when  eat  raw  ; and  indeed  experience 
convinced  me  that  they  are  not  in  the  wrong. 

That  which  I preferred,  known  under  the. 
Hottentot  name  of  kamero^  is  fhaped  like  a 
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radiih,  and  is  as  large  as  a melon.  It  has  a 
moft  fweet  and  agreeable  tafte,  and  is  excel- 
lent for  allaying  thirft;  a wonderful  precau-  , 
tion  of  nature,  in  a fcorching  climate,  where 
one  is  in  danger  of  perifhing  at  every  ftep; 
and  where,  at  certain  feafons,  there  is  not  a 
fingle  fpring  at  which  one  could  drink. 
Though  very  common,  this  root  is  not  ea- 
fily  found,  becaufe  at  the  period  of  its  perfe<ft 
maturity,  its  leaves  becoitiing  withered  and 
dry,  drop  off;  and  to  procure  it  one  muft 
have  remarked  the  fpot  before.  But  by  be- 
ing a little  accuftomed  to ’the  country,  people 
may  foon  learn  to  diftinguifh  the  places  where 
it  chiefly  grows.  • 

When  opprefTed  by  the  heat  and  fatigues 
of  the  day,  having  ray  raouth  and  throat 
parched,  and  my  body  covered  with  fweat 
and  ,.duft,  panting  for  breath,  deprived 
of  the  friendly  fhade,  and  fcarcely  able  to 
fupport  my  own  weight,  I wifhed  to  find 
fome  infedtious  marlh  ; and  in  that  all  my 
vows  were  centered-^when  my  vain  re- 
fearches,  and  the  unceafmg  intenfity  of  the 
fun,  had  at  length  deprived  me  of  all  hopes — 
how often  then  did  I congratulate  myfelf 
upon  a precaution  which  more  than  one  ele- 
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gant  Midas,  from  relations  publiflied  with- 
out my  confent,  have  turned  into  ridicule,  as 
well  as  my  cock;  becaufe,  among  other 
filly  things,  for  example,  finding  always  wa- 
ter in  the  Seine,  they  cannot  conceive  why 
that  river  does  not  extend  to  the  defarts  of 
Africa,  but  confines  its  courfe  to  a very  fmall 
portion  of  the  earth  ; and  how  one  can  die 
of  thirft  or  hunger,  when  the  markets  in  the 
capital  are  every  where  fupplied  and  abound 
with  provifions  of  all  kinds — I fay  how  much 
did  I congratulate  myfelf  on  pofleffing  in  my 
domeftic  animals,  in  appearance  the  moft 
ufelefs,  fo  excellent  guards,  and  friends  fo 
neceffary  to  my  prefervation  ? 

In  thefe  critical  moments  my  faithful  Kees 
never  quitted  my  fteps  ; and  when  we  left 
our  carriages,  even  for  a moment,  the  force 
of  his  inftindl;  foon  condudled  him  to  fome 
of  thefe  plants:  but  as  the  tuft  which  no 
longer  exifted  rendered  all  his  tumbling  ufe- 
lefs, he  dug  up  the  earth  with  his  fore  paws. 
This  refource  however  would  have  been  far 
from  fatisfying  his  impatient  avidity,  had  I 
not  gone  to  his  alTiftance  with  my  poniard; 
and  on  thefe  occafions  we  honeftly  fliared  the 
valuable  fruit  which  he  difcovered* 
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1 found  an  equal  relief  in  two  other  roots 
of  the  fize  of  one’s  finger,  but  exceedingly 
long.  Thefe  roots  were  fweet  and  tender; 
and,  as  they  had  fomething  of  the  finell  of 
fennel  and  anife,  I gave  them  the  preference 
whenever  I was  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  them  : 
they  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  colonies, 
where  they  are  known,  one  under  the  name 
of  anys~wortcl^  and  the  other  under  that  of 
•vînkel-wortel. 

, In  the  rocky  cantons  there  grows  a kind  of 
potatoe,  which  the  favages  call  kaa~nap  : 
it  is  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  contains  a 
milky  juice  exceedingly  fweet.  To  extraâ; 
the  milk  nothing  more  is  neceflary  but  to 
fuck  this  kind  of  pulp.  I often  tried  to  boil 
it,  but  I always  found  it  of  lefs  value,  as 
well  as  all  the  reft,  becaufe  too  quick  a de- 
compofition  of  the  delicate  fubftance  which 
evaporates,  changes  its  nature,  and  leaves 
what  remains  very  infipid.  Some  other 
roots,  when  roafted  under  the  afties  like 
cheftnuts,  approached  very  near  to  them  in 
tafte.  The  wild  fruits  of  this  country  are 
very  few  in  number.  I never  found  any 
thing 'of  the  kind  but  a few  fhrubs,  the  ber- 
ries of  which  were  fo  bad  that  they  could 
• - G 3 ' have 
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have  tempted  none  but  children  : thus  ours, 
in  the  heart  of  the  country,  regale  themfelves 
nobly  on  the  produce  of  the  hedges  that  fur- 
round  our  highways.  Some  of  thefe  wild 
fruits  have  a purgative  quality,  and  are  good 
for  nothing  elfe. 

Though  unacquainted  with  more  than 
one  interefting  part  of  natural  hiilory,  I 
Ihould  have  thought  myfelf  highly  culpable 
in  climates  fo  remote,  and  countries  never 
before  traverfed,  to  negleT  any  occafion  of 
fîudying  thofe  new  objets  vs^itli  which  I faw 
.myfelf  contintially  furrounded.  I confefs 
that  I was  entirely  ignorant  of  botany  ; but 
I did  not  however  fail  to  make  fome  re- 
fearches  relating  to  that  fcience,  which, 
though  it  neither  fpeaks  to  the  heart,  nor 
conveys  any  fcntiment  to  the  mind,  has  for 
its  obje£t  beneficence,  and  a defire  of  being 
ufeful  to  man.  When  1 found  any  bulbous 
plants  or  flirubs,  the  flowers  and  fruits  of 
which  attraded  my  attention,  I was  very 
careful  to  get  pofleflTion  of  them,  and  I pre- 
ferved  alfo  the  feeds.  In  my  various  en- 
campments I had  even  improved  fo  much, 
that  I was  capable  of  comparing  different 
vegetable  produdions,  and  of  obferving  the 
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relation  which  they  bore  one  to  another. 
This  ftudy,  which  I'  found  very  agreeable, 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  changing  my 
amufements  ; and  on  returning  from  one  of 
my  excurfions  to  the  Cape  Town  I had 
formed  a colledlion  fo  valuable,  that  Mr. 
Percheron,  the  French  agent  at  the  Cape, 
fent  it,  in  my  name,  for  the  king’s  garden, 
addrefled  to  that  refpeâiable  family  whofe 
name  I dare  not  mention  ; but  whom  Nature, 
by  revealing  to  them  her  fweeteft  fecrets,  and 
entrufting  them  with  the  particular  care  of 
her  hidden  treafures,  hath  ranked  among  her 
deareft  favourites.  Thefe  plants  however 
did  not  reach  the  place  of  their  deftination  : 
I was  informed  by  the  French  agent  that 
the  vcffel  on  board  which  they  were,  perifhed 
at  fea.  I was  more  fortunate  with  regard  to 
the  drawings  I had  made,  and  which  I brought 
along  with  me.  An  eminent  botanift  affured 
me  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  plants  which  they  reprefented. 
i fhall  lay  them  before  the  public  hereafter. 

I now  return  to  details  which  are  eafier 
and  within  my  reach,  I mean  thofe  refpeding 
my  dear  Gonaquas.  , 

By  only  looking  at  thefe  lavages,  it  would 
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be  difficult  to  guefs  their  age.  Old  people 
indeed  appear  wrinkled,  and  the  extremities 
of  their  hair  are  a little  greyifh,  but  it  never 
turns  white  entirely  ; and  I prefume  that 
they  are  very  old  at  feventy, 

Thefe  favages  meafure  the  year  by  the 
epochs  of  drought  and  rainy  weather.  This 
divifion  is  common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  tropical  regions,  and  it  is  fubdivided  into 
moons;  but  they  never  count  the  days  if 
they  exceed  ten,  that  is  to  fay  the  number  of 
their  fingers.  Beyond  that,  they  mark  the 
day  or  the  time  by  fome  remarkable  epoch  ; 
for  example,  an  extraordinary  ftorm,  an  ele- 
phant killed,  an  infectious  diftemper  among 
the  cattle,  an  emigration,  &c.  The  different 
parts  of  the  day  they  diftinguifh  by  the  courfe 
of  the  fun;  and  they  will  tell  you,  pointing  with 
their  finger,  he  was  thci'e  when  I departed, 
and  here  when  I arrived.  This  method  is  far 
from  being  exadt;  but,  notwithftanding  its 
want  of  precifion,  it  is  alinoft  fufficient  for 
thefe  people,  who  having  no  appointments 
of  gallantry,  no  law-fuits  to  attend,  no  perfi- 
dies to  commit,  no  fcandal  to  propagate,  no 
occafion  meanly  to  cringe  before  ignorant 
patrons,  and  no  new  play  to  damn,  calmly 
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behold  the  fun  finifh  his  courfe,  and  are  un- 
der very  little  uneafmefs  whether  twenty 
thoufand  clocks  bring  mifery  to  one  and  hap- 
pinefs  to  another. 

When  the  Hottentots  are  fick,  befides 
the  ligatures  already  mentioned,  they  have 
recourfe  to  fome  medicinal  plants  with  which 
• their  ufual  pradice  makes  them  acquainted. 
There  are  fome  men  among  them  of  more 
knowledge  than  others  in  this  refped,  and 
whom  they  confult  ; but  as  there  is  no  fei-  ^ 
ence  more  occult  than  medicine,  and  as 
internal  diforders  do  not  fpeak  to  the  eyes 
in  a ftriking  manner,  they  are  very  much 
embarraifed  how  to  treat  them  ; they  how- 
ever impofe  as  much  as  we  upon  fome  vidims 
by  their  grimace,  and  clearly  demonftrate, 
after  the  patient  is  dead,  that  his  difeafe  was 
incurable.  They  are  more  fuccefsful  in 
dreffing  and  treating  wounds,  and  even  in 
reducing  luxations  or  fradures:  it  is  extreme- 
ly rare  to  fee  a lame  Hottentot. 

A fenfe  of  delicacy  in  thefe  favages  makes 
them  keep  themfelves  feparate  from  others 
when  they  are  fick.  They  are  then  fcldom 
feen,  and  it  would  appear  that  they  are 
afhamed  of  having  loft  their  health.  It  in- 
' deed  never  enters  the  thoughts  of  a Hotten- 
tot 
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tot  to  expofe  himfelf  in  public  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exciting  pity  and  procuring  relief  ; 
this  is  a forced  method,  but  ufelefs  in  a 
country  where  every  body  is  compaflionate. 

They  have  no  idea  of  bleeding,  nor  of  the 
advantage  which  we  derive  from  it.  I do 
not  even  believe  that  there  is  one  perfon 
amongft  them  who  would  voluntarily  fub- 
mit  to  this  operation  ; but,  with  regard  to 
the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies,  as  they  are 
accuftomed  to  the  European  manners,  they 
have  alfo  received  their  difeafes  and  adopted 
their  remedies. 

The  operation  performed  by  their  phyfi- 
cians,  of  which  the  famous  Kolben  fpeaks, 
and  the  cuftom  which  he  afcribes  to  the 
Hottentots  of  the  defart,  of  confulting  the 
entrails  of  fheep,  fufpending  the  caul  of  the 
animal  from  the  patient’s  neck,  leaving  it 
there  to  rot,  and  other  tales  of  the  like  kind, 
were  undoubtedly  written  for  the  vulgar,  and 
are  at  beft  calculated  only  to  amufe  the  igno- 
rant. Where  there  is  neither  religion  nor 
worlhip,  there  can  be  no  fuperftition.  It  is 
Hill  lefs  agreeable  to  truth,  that  in  the  horde 
thefe  pretended  phyficians  hold  a rank  fupe- 
lior  to  that  of  their  priefts.  To  be  more 
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exadt,  the  Hottentots  are  acquainted  neither 
with  phyficians,  diftindtion  of  rank,  nor 
priefts;  and  their  language  has  no  word  to 
exprefs  any  of  thefe  things. 

To  be  fenfible  how  far  this  vlfionary  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  led  away  by  his  imagi- 
nation, we  need  only  read  in  his  work,  that 
a Hottentot  phyfician  employed  Roman  vi- 
triol to  cure  a perfon  attacked  by  the  le- 
profy.  How  is  it  poffible  that  thefe  favages 
Ihould  be  acquainted  with  this  fait,  which 
is  not  found  in  their  country,  fince  it  is 
produced  by  a chemical  operation  ? To  give 
an  air  of  probability  to  fuch  abfurdities,  it 
would  be  neceflary  at  leaft  to  fuppofe  fome 
knowledge  amongft  thefe  people,  and  to 
lend  them  our  arts,  our  alembics,  our  fur- 
naces, and  all  our  apparatus  of  pharmacy. 

When  a Hottentot  dies,  he  is  buried  in  his 
worft'  krofs,  and  the  limbs  are  difpofed  in 
' fuch  a manner  that  the  body  is  entire- 
ly covered.  The  relations  then  tranfport 
it  to  a certain  diftance  from  the  horde,  and 
depofiting  it  in  a pit  dug  for  this  purpofe, 
and  which  is  never  deep,  cover  it  with  earth, 
and  then  with  ftones,  if  any  are  to  be  found 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Such  a maufoleum 

proves 


92 


TRAVELS  IN 


proves  but  a very  weak  defence  agaiiift  the 
attacks  of  the  jackal  and  the  liyæna  : the 
body  indeed  is  foon  dug  up,  and  devoured. 

However  badly  this  laft  duty  may  be  dif- 
charged,  the  Hottentots  are  not  much  to  be 
blamed,  when  we  call  to  mind  the  funeral 
ceremonies  of  the  ancient  and  celebrated 
Parfis,  ftill  attached  to  the  cuftom  of  ex- 
pofing  their  dead  on  the  tops  of  high  towers, 
or  in  open  cemeteries,  in  order  that  the  crows 
and  the  vultures  may  feed  upon  them,  and 
carry  them  away  in  morfels. 

A Hottentot,  when  he  refpedlfiilly  de- 
pofits  in  the  earth  the  lifelefs  remains  of  his 
father  or  his  friend, .leaves  to  the  faits,  and 
diflblving  juices  which  they  contain,  the 
care  of  decompofmg  the  body  quietly  and 
at  leifure:  if  he  does  not  always  fucceed 
according  to  his  expedation,  and  if  he  does 
not  find  the  allies  of  what  was  moft  dear  to 
him,  he  is  plunged  in  grief,  and  by  his  la- 
mentations fufficiently  fliews  his  alfedlionate 
difpofition,  and  the  great  humanity  of  his 
character. 

When  it  is  the  chief  of  a horde  that  they 
have  loft,  their  religious  ceremonies  arc  in- 
creafed  j that  is  to  fay,  the  heap  of  ftones 

and 


AFRICA. 


93 

and  earth,  under  which  he  is  buried,  is  of 
greater  fize,  and  more  apparent. 

If  the  deceafed  was  a perfon  highly  ef- 
teemed,  the  family  are  in  great  grief  and 
confternation  ; the  night  is  fpent  in  cries, 
and  bowlings,  mixed  with  imprecations 
againft  death;  while  the  friends  who  arrive 
augment  this  noife,  which,  at  a diftance,  one 
would  take  for  the  intoxication  of  joy,  or 
the  fhrieks  of  defpair.  The  figns  of  their  grief 
are  not  however  equivocal  to  thofe  who  live 
in  the  midft  of  them  ; I have  feen  fome  of 
them  fhed  bitter  tears,  and  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

Dr.  Sparmann  fays  he  was  witnefs  to  a 
feene  in  the  colonies,  which  he  relates  in  the 
following  manner:  “ Two  old  women  fhook 
“ and  beat  with  their  fifts  one  of  their  coun- 
“ trymen,  who  w'as  either  dying  or  already 
“ dead,  while  they  loudly  poured  forth  re- 
“ proaches,  or  confoling  expreffions,  clofe  to 
“ his  ear.”  We  mull  not  allow  ourfelves  to 
be  deceived  by  a tale  6f  this  kind.  Had 
thefe  women  been  convinced  that  the  young 
man  was  dead,  they  would  have  ceitainly 
exprefled  their  alfeûion  without  that  fliaking 
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and  thofe  blows  : but  thefe  movements,  which 
the  Doctor  confiders  as  the  convulflve  agita- 
tions of  defpair,  were  only  a method  of  fup- 
plying  the  want  of  fpirituous  liquors,  which 
people  have  recourfe  to  in  Europe,  to  clear 
up  a very  difficult  doubt,  and  which  the 
Hottentots  are  deprived  of.  The  violent 
agitation,  employed  by  the  two  old  women, 
is  an  efficacious  remedy  that  produces  good 
effeds,  fince  Dr.  Sparmann  adds,  that  it  revived 
the  patient. 

The  fmall  pox,  which  has  fo  often  ra- 
vaged the  kraals  of  the  Hottentots  in  the  co- 
lonies, never  made  its  appearance  but  once 
among  the  Gonaqiias.  As  this  difeafe  then 
fwept  away  more  than  the  half  of  their  people, 
they  dread  it  fo  much,  and  it  infpires  them 
with  fo  great  horror,  that,  on  the  lirft  news 
of  its  breaking  out  in  the  colonies,  they 
abandon  every  thing,  and  fly  to  the  bofom 
of  the  defartsi.  Wretched  then  is  the  con- 
dition of  thofe  whom  they  fufped:  to  be  in- 
feded.  Convinced  that  there  is  no  remedy 
for  this  dreadful  plague,  whether  it  be  a pa- 
rent, a wife,  or  a child,  that  is  fick,  the  voice 
of  nature  appears  to  become  filent.  They 
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abandon  them  to  their  unhappy  fate,  fo  that 
they  die  of  hunger,  if  not  by  the  virulence 
of  the  diftemper. 

This  terror,  fo  natural  among  a favage 
people,  is  in  no  manner  repugnant  to  that 
fincere  affedlion  and  purity  of  manners  by 
which  they  are  diltinguifhed.  The  piâure 
of  the  devaftation  of  their  hordes,  always 
prefent  to  their  imaginations,  is  a fufficient 
motive  to  induce  them  for  a moment  to 
forget  the  moft  facred  duties;  but  one  is 
fhocked  to  read  in  old  authors,  and  to  hear  a 
modern  traveller  repeat  after  them,  that  the 
Hottentots,  when  they  take  it  into  their 
heads  to  change  their  refidence,  abandon, 
without  pity  and  without  regret,  their  old 
men,  and  every  thing  that  is  ufelefs  to  them, 
or  that  might  tend  to  retard  their  march.  This 
aflertion  ought  not  to  be  adduced  as  a rule, 
or  a general  cuftom  : unlefs  they  find  them- 
felves  in  fuch  fatal  and  urging  circumftances 
as  that  of  which  I have  juft  now  fpoken,  or 
in  war,  what  motives  could  make  them 
haften  rather  than  retard  their  journey  ? Be- 
fides,  I can  never  allow  mvfelf  to  think  that 
a Hottentot  can  a<ft  in  this  manner  without 
long  experiencing  the  deepeft  regret. 
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When  they  are  attacked  by  an  enemy  fu- 
perior  in  number,  and  when  they  are  inca- 
pable of  repelling  force  by  force,  they  dif- 
perfe  and  conceal  themfelves  in  the  bell 
manner  poflible  ; and  this  is  the  only  ra- 
tional  method  that  they  can  purfue.  When 
furprifed  by  the  enemy,  they  are  compelled, 
much  againft  their  inclination,  to  leave  be- 
hind them  their  old  people,  their  fick,  and 
fuch  ftragglers  and  others  as  cannot  follow 
them.  What  man  then  is  there  fo  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  difaftrous  confequences  of 
war,  as  to  make  it  criminal  in  a Hottentot 
to  yield  to  a necefhty,  under  which  an  Eu- 
ropean even  would  be  forced  to  bend  ? 

I will  go  ftill  farther,  and  I am  not  afraid 
of  faying  all  that  I know.  The  favages  do 
not  hefitate  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  ex- 
pedient in  the  time  of  a famine — a misfor- 
tune no  lefs  formidable  than  the  fmall  pox 
and  war,  when  they  are  attacked  by  it.  In 
fuch  a cafe,  deferting  a few  individuals, 
whom  indeed  they  could  not  fave,  becomes 
a facrifice  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  whole  : even  thofe  who  fly  arc  not  cer- 
tain of  cfcaping  the  general  fcourge.  More 
than  three  fourths  perifli  by  the  way,  in  the 

midft: 


AFRICA. 


97 


midft  of  the  fands  and  the  rocks,  tormented 
by  third,  and  exhaufted  by  hunger  ; while 
the  few  that  furvive  are  obliged  to  make 
long  marches  before  they  can  find  the  finalleft 
afliftance. 

Such  are  the  three  motives  that  make  the 
Hottentots  commit  a barbaiity  to  which  they 
find  themfclves  impelled  by  a force  fupe- 
rior  to  affedtion  or  a fenfe  of  duty.  In  timid 
and  fimple  hearts  nature  can  do  nothing; 
but  though  its  influence  be  fufpended  for  a 
moment,  it  is  no  lefs  powerful  or  great  ; and 
public  calamities,  among  people  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  combinations  of  our  arts,  and 

« 

who  have  no  means  of  alleviating  them  but 
by  a fudden  flight,  ought  not  to  be  the 
touchftone  by  which  we  try  them,  nor  the 
ruié  by  which  they  are  to  be  judged, 

Thofe  indifpenfable  emigrations,  to  which 
they  are  compelled  by  the  difference  of  the 
feafons,  will  not,  I hope,  be  brought  as  a 
fourth  example  of  their  barbaiity.  When 
an  extraordinary  di'ought  has  dried  up  all  the 
fprings  as  well  as  the  furroiinding  lakes, 
when  a fcorching  fun  has  withered  the  paf- 
tures,  or  when  an  infectious  diftemper  has 
broken  out  among  the  cattle  in  the  neigh- 
VoL.  II.  H bourhood, 
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bourhood,  cither  of  thefe  caufes  obliges  them 
to  change  their  habitation  ; but  this  ne*^ 
ceflary  removal  is  always  made  with  the 
greateft  tranquillity,  and  without  confufion, 
though  with  expedition.  They  lirft  fend 
off  their  flocks,  and  then  place  the  old  and 
infirm  on  the  backs  of  oxen  ; no  perfon  is 
left  behind  ; the  valuable  effed;s  are  before  ; 
and  all  peaceably  purfuing  their  journey, 
eredt  huts,  and  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the 
firft  place  that  is  fuitable  to  their  manner  of 
living,  and  to  their  wants.  I have  often 
met  hordes  who  had  been  under  the  necef- 
flty  of  quitting  their  refidence  for  fome  of 
the  above  reafons,  and  I always  found  that 
they  were  attended  by  the  old  and  the  fick. 
How  often,  by  means  of  a few  rolls  of  to- 
bacco, and  more  fo  by  a few  glaffes  of  brandy, 
which  revived  thefe  poor  favages,  and  bright- 
ened up  their  countenances  with  a fmile, 
have  I enjoyed  the  fatisfadfion  of  feeing 
them  fhed  tears  of  gratitude  ! and  when  fe- 
parating  from  them,  and  purfuing  my  way, 
I arrived  the  fame  or  next  day  at  the  fpot 
they  had  left,  though  I examined  the  whole 
neighbourhood  with  the  greateft  care,  I 
found  no  traces  of  that  infeiilibility  with 
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'which  they  have  been  accufed.  All  the 
huts  had  been  carried  away,  and  their  effects 
and  domeftic  animals  had  followed  them. 

The  children,  and,  failing  them,  the  neareft 
relations  of  the  deceafed,  take  polTelfion  of 
whatever  is  left  ; but  the  quality  of  a chief 
is  not  hereditary.  He  is  always  appointed 
by  the  horde,  and  his  power  is  limited. 
Though  polTefled  of  power  fufficient  to  en- 
able him  to  do  good  to , whomfoever  he 
pleafes,  he  has  no  power  to  do  hurt  : he 
bears  no  external  mark  of  diftindion,  and 
enjoys  no  privilege  above  others,  except  that 
of  being  exempted  from  going  in  his  turn, 
according  to  cuftom,  to  keep  the  flocks  in 
the  fields.  In  their  councils,  his  advice  pre- 
vails, if  it  be  judged  good  ; if  not,  no  regard 
is  paid  to  it.  When  they  are  about  to  go  to 
war,  they  know  neither  rank  nor  divifions, 
neither  generals  nor  captains;  all  are  either 
fbldiers  or  colonels.  Each  attacks  or  de- 
fends after  his  own  manner  ; the  moft  in- 
trepid march  in  the  van  ; and,  when  vidtory 
declares  itfelf,  they  do  not  beftow  upon  one 
man  the  honour  of  an  adtion  which  has 
proved  fuccefsful  by  the  courage  of  all  : it 
ja  the  whole  nation  that  triumph, 
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Of  all  the  people  whom  I ever  faw,  the 
Gonaquas  are  the  only  nation  that  can  be 
confidered  as  free;  but  they  will  perhaps  be 
foon  obliged  to  remove  to  a greater  diftance, 
or  receive  laws  from  the  Dutch  government. 
All  the  land  to  the  eaft  being  in  general  good, 
the  planters  endeavour  to  extend  their  pof- 
feflions  in  that  quarter  as  much  as  they  can  ; 
and  their  avarice  doubtlefs  will  fome  day 
fucceed.  Mifery  muft  then  be  the  portion 
of  thefe  happy  and  peaceable  people  ; and 
every  trace  of  their  liberty  will  be  deftroyed 
by  inaflacres  and  invafions.  Thus 'have  all 
thole  hordes  mentioned  by  old  authors  been 
treated  ; and,  by  being  often  difmembered 
and  weakened,  they  are  now  reduced  to  a 
Hate  of  abfolute  dépendance  on  the  Dutch. 
The  exiftence  of  the  Hottentots,  their  names, 
and  their  hiftory,  will  therefore  in  time  be 
accounted  fabulous  ; unlefs  fome  traveller, 
who  may  polfefs  ciiriofity  enough  to  induce 
him  to  difcover  their  remains,  fhould  have 
the  courage  to  penetrate  into  the  remote 
defarts  inhabited  by  the  great  Nimiquas, 
wherè  rocks  more  and  more  hardened  by 
time,  and  old  and  barren  mountains,  do  not 
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produce  a fmgle  plant  worthy  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  fpeculative  botanift. 

The  tribes  mentioned  by  Kolben,  under 
the  names  of  the  Gunjemans  and  the  Koop^ 
mans^  never  exifted  but  in  the  imagination. 

The  name  of  Gunjemans^  which  fignifies 
nothing  in  the  language  of  the  Hottentots, 
mull  have  been  corrupted  by  fome  ignorant 
traveller  who  wrote  it  improperly.  The 
name  ought  to  be  Goed-mans^  compofed  of 
two  Dutch  words  that  fignify  good  men,  or 
good  people  ; a qualification  given  by  the 
firft  planters  to  all  the  Hottentots  in  gene- 
ral, becaufe  they  found  them  peaceable  and 
obliging. 

The  name  of  Koopmans  was  alfo  given  to 
thofe  who  firft  carried  on  trade  by  barter. 
Thefe  two  words  fignify,  in  very  good  Dutch, 
a merchant  or  dealer  ; but  they  are  no  more 
applicable  to  one  nation  than  to  another. 
Thus  the  traveller,  not  comprehending  the 
languages  of  thofe  countries  which  he  tra- 
verfes,  retains  their  exprelTions  imperfedtly, 
writes  them  ftill  worfe,  and  forms  the  name 
of  a favage  horde  from  a barbarifm.  The 
manners  of  foreign  nations,  and  every  thing 
that  concerns  them,  can  never  be  accurately 
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defcribed,  unlefs  one  be  capable  of  fpeaking 
different  languages. 

• ' Had  the  authors,  for  example,  who  have 
advanced  that  the  Hottentots  worfhip  the 
moon,  comprehended  the  meaning  of  the 
words  which  they  chant  whilft  fhe  difplays 
her  light,  they  would  have  obferved  that 
they  addrefs  neither  prayers,  invocations,  nor 
homage  to  that  peaceful  luminary.  They 
would  have  known  that  the  fubjetl  of  thefe 
fongs  is  always  fome  adventure  that  has 
happened  between  them  and  the  neighbour- 
ing horde  ; and  that  equally  ready  as  the 
negroes,  they  can  fing  a whole  night  on  one 
fubjed;,  by  repeating  the  words  a thoufand 
times  over.  They  prefer  the  night  to  the 
day  for  this  purpofe,  becaufe  it  is  cooler, 
and  invites  them  to  dancing  and  to  pleafure. 

When  they  are  defirous  of  indulging  in 
this  amufement,  they  join  hands,  and  form  a 
circle  of  greater  or  lefs  extent,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  male  and  female  dancers, 
who  are  always  mixed  with  a kind  of  fym- 
metry.  When  this  chain  is  made,  they  turn 
round  from  one  fide  to  another,  feparating  at 
certain  intervals  to  mark  the  meafure  ; and 
from  time  to  time  clap  their  hands  without 
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interrupting  the  cadence,  while  with  their 
voices  they  accompany  the  found  of  the  in- 
ftruments,  and  continually  chant  hoo^  hoo  / 
This  is  the  general  burden  of  their  fong.' 
Sometimes  one  of  the  dancers  quitting  the 
circle,  goes  to  the  centre,  and  there  forms 
alone  a few  fteps  after  the  Englifh  manner; 
all  the  merit  and  beauty  of  which  confift  in 
performing  them  with  equal  quicknefs  and 
precifion,  without  ftirring  from  the  fpot 
where  he  ftands.  After  this  they  all  quit 
each  other’s  hands  ; follow  one  another  care- 
lefsly,  with  an  air  of  terror  and  melancholy, 
their  heads  leaning  to  one  Ihoulder,  and  their 
eyes  caft  down  towards  the  ground,  which 
they  look  at  with  attention  ; and  a moment 
after  they  break  forth  in  the  livelieft  de- 
monftrations  of  joy,  and  the  moft  extravagant 
merriment.  They  are  highly  delighted  with 
this  contraft,  when  it  is  well  performed. 
All  this  is  at  bottom  but  an  alternate  af- 
femblage  of  very  droll  and  amufing  panto- 
mimes. It  mull  be  obferved  that  the  dancers 
make  a hollow  and  monotonous  kind  of  hum- 
ming, which  never  ceafes  but  when  they 
join  the  fpeâators,  to  fing  the  w^onderful 
chorus  hoo^  hoo  I which  appears  to  be  the 
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life  aind  foul  of  this  magnificent  iniific. 
They  ufually  conclude  with  a general  ball  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  the  ring  is  broken,  and  they 
all  dance  in  confufion,  as  each  clioofes  ; and 
upon  this  occafion  they  difplay  all  their 
ftrength  aijd  agility.  The  moft  expeit 
dancers  repeat,  by  way  of  defiance  to  one 
another,  thofe  dangerous  leaps  and  mufical 
quivers  of  our  grand  academies,  which  ex- 
cite laughter  as  defervedly  as  the  hoo  hco  of 
Africa, 

The  inftruments  which  are  moft  efteemed 
on  account  of  their  excellence  are  the  goura, 
the  jowrirjoum,  the  rabouquin,  and  the  romelpot. 

The  goura  is  fhaped  like  the  bow  of  a 
favage  Hottentot  ; It  is  of  the  fame  fize  ; and 
a firing  made  of  inteftines,  fixed  to  one  of 
its  extremities,  is  retained  at  the  other  by  a 
knot  in  the  barrel  of  a quill,  which  is  flat- 
tened and  cleft.  This  quill  being  difplayed, 
forms  a very  long  ilbfceles  triangle,  about 
two  inches  in  length  ; and  at  the  bafe  of 
this  triangle  the  hole  is  made  that  keeps  the 
firing  faft,  the  end  of  which,  drawn  back,  is 
tied  at  the  other  end  of  the  bow  with  a very 
thin  thong  of  leather  ; . this  cord  may  be 
ftretched  fo  as  to  have  a greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree 
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grec  of  tenfion,  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
the  mufician  ; but  when  lèverai  gouras  play 
together,  they  are  never  in  unifoh.  Such  is  the 
lirft  inftrument  of  the  Hottentots,  which  one 
would  not  fuppofe  to  be  a wind  inftrument, 
though  it  is  undoubtedly  of  that  kind,  Tlie 
figure  of  it  may  be  feen  in  the  eighth  plate,' 
by  the  fide  of  a Hottentot.  It  is  held  almoft; 
in  die  fame  manner  as  a huntfman’s  horn, 
' with  that  end  where  the  quill  is  fixed  to- 
wards the  performer’s  mouth,  which  he 
applies  to  it,  and  either  by  afpiration  or 
expiration  draws  from  it  very  melodious 
tones.  The  lavages,  however,  who  fucceed 
beft  on  this  inftrument,  cannot  play  any  re- 
gular tune  ; they  only  emit  certain  twangs, 
like  thofe  drawn  in  a particular  manner  from 
a violin  or  a violincello.  I took  great  pleafure 
in  feeing  one  of  my  attendants,  called  John^ 
who  was  accounted  an  adept,  regale  for 
whole  hours  his  companions,  who,  tranf- 
ported  and  raviftied,  interrupted  him  every 
now  and  then  by  exclaiming,  “ Ah  ! how 
“ charming  that  is  ! begin  that  again.”  John 
began  again  ; but  his  fécond  performance 
had  no  refemblance  to  the  lirft  : for,  as  I 
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gular  tune  upon  this  inftrument,  the  tones  of 
which  are  only  the  efFed:  of  chance,  and  of 
the  quality  of  the  quill.  The  heft  quills  are 
thofe  taken  from  the  wings  of  a certain  fpe- 
cies  of  buftard  ; and  whenever  I happened  to 
kill  one  of  thefe  birds,  I was  always  foHcited 
' to  make  a finall  facrifice  for  the  fupport  of 
Gur  orcheftra. 

When  a woman  plays  the  it  changes 

its  name  merely  becaufe  fhe  changes  the 
manner  of  ufmg  it,  and  it  is  then  transformed 
into  a jou?n-joum.  Seated  on  the  ground,  fhe 
places  it  perpendicularly  before  her,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  a harp  is  held  in  Europe  : by 
putting  her  foot  between  the  bow  and  the 
firing,  taking  care  not  to  touch  the  latter, 
Ihe  keeps  it  firm  in  that  pofition.  With  her 
right  hand  fhe  grafps  the  bow  in  the  middle  j 
and,  while  Ihe  blows  wnth  her  mouth  on  the 
quill,  fhe  flrikes  the  firing  in  different  places 
with  a fmall  flick  five  or  fix  inches  in  length, 
w’hich  fhe  holds  in  the  other.  This  produces 
ibme  variety  in  the  modulation  ; but  the  in- 
flrument  mufl  be  brought  clofe  to  the  ear, 
before  one  can  catch  dillinbtly  all  the  degra- 
dations of  the  found.  This  manner  of  hold- 
ing the  goura  flruck  me  much,  efpecially  as 
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it  greatly  added  to  the  graces  of  the  female 
who  performed  on  it. 

The  rubouquin  is  a triangular  piece  of  board, 
with  three  firings  made  of  inteftines,  fup- 
ported  by  a bridge,  which  may  be  ftretched 
at  pleafure  by  means  of  pegs,  like  thofe  of 
our  inflruments  in  Europe  ; it  is  indeed  no- 
thing elfe  than  a guitar  with  three  firings. 
Any  other  perfon  but  a Hottentot  would  per- 
haps produce  fome  mufic  from  it,  and  render 
it  agreeable  : but  the  latter  is  contented  with 
damping  it  with  his  fingers;  and  this  he  does 
witliout  method  and  without  art,  and  even 
unintentionally. 

The  romdpot  is  the  moll  noify  of  all  the 
inflruments  of  thefe  favages.  It  is  formed 
of  a piece  of  the  trunk  of  a tree  made  hol- 
low, over  one  of  the  ends  of  which  is  ftretched 
a fheep’s  fkin  well  tanned;  on  this  the  per-»- 
former  beats  with  his  hands,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
accurately,  with  his  fills,  and  fometimes  even 
with  a flick.  This  inflrument,  the  found  of 
which  may  be  heard  at  a great  diftance,  is 
undoubtedly  not  a mafterpiece  of  .invention  ; 
but  in  every  country  it  is  ufual  to  fupply  by 
noife  what  cannot  be  obtained  from  tafle. 

I have  perhaps  enlarged  too  much  on  the 
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dances  and  different  inftruments  of  the  Hot- 
tentots. The  latter,  as  may  readily  be  per- 
ceived, are  not  very  curious  ; but  this  detail, 
which  in  fome  meafure  tends  to  throw  light 
on  the  manners  of  thefe  favages,  deferves  not 
to  be  neglected. 

Approaching  near  to  Nature,  and  under 
her  immediate  protection,  the  favages  have 
no  need  of  our  noify  and  moft  harmonious 
orcheftras  to  excite  them  in  their  feftivals 
to  the  livelieft  demonflrations  of  pleafure  and 
joy.  The  confined  and  monotonous  modula- 
tion of  their  mufic  is  fufficient;  and  I believe 
that  even  without  it  they  would  caper  equally 
well. 

In  his  Courfe  of  Geographical  LeSlures  one  of 

our  modern  authors,  who  has  made  it  a rule 

0 

to  ftudy  men  at  the  fame  time  that  he  def- 
cribes  places,  obferves,  with  great  fagacity, 
“ That  in  a polifhed  ftate  dancing  and  fing- 
“ ing  are  two  arts  ; but  that  in  the  bolom  of 
“ the  forefts  they  are  almoft  natural  figns  of 
“ concord,  friendfhip,  tendernefs,  and  plea- 
“ fure.  We  learn  under  mailers,”  adds  this 
writer,  “ to  command-  our  voice,  and  to 
“ move  our  limbs  in  cadence  ; the  favage 
“ has  no  other  inftrudor  but  his  own  paf- 
I “ fions, 
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fions,  hîs  own  heart,  and  nature.  What  he 
“ feels  we  pretend  to  feel;  the  favage  there- 
“ fore  who  dances  or  fings  is  always  happy.’* 

I have  already  obferved  that  the  Hotten- 
tots never  aflemble  to  amufe  themfelves  but 
in  the  night,  as  their  daily  occupations  leave 
them  no  other  time.  A particular  duty  be- 
longs to  each,  which  mull  be  difcharged: 
fome  muft  continually  watch  over  the  flocks 
fcattered  throughout  the  fields,  not  only  to 
prevent  them  from  ftraying,  but  to  protedt 
them  from  the  attack  of  ravenous  animals, 
which  are  continually  lying  in  wait  for  them  ; 
others  muft  keep  them  clean,  and  milk  them 
twice  a day  ; fome  muft  weave  mats,  and  col- 
led! dry  wood  for  their  evening  fires  ; and 
others  muft  provide  fubfiftence,  and  fearch 
for  roots.  Thefe  laft  occupations  belong 
principally  to  the  women  ; whilft  the  men,  on 
their  part,  go  a hunting,  infpedt  the  fnares 
which  have  been  laid  in  different  places,  and 
form  arrows,  and  all  the  other  inftruments 
which  they  have  occafion  for.  Though  thefe 
inftruments,  and  all  thofe  works  that  come 
from  their  hands,  are  in  general  coarfe  and 
clumfy,  they  require  a good  deal  of  time  and 
pains,  becaufe  they  are  deftitute  of  a number 
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of  tools  neceflary  for  abridging  their  labour  ; 
their  ingenuity  is  much  lefs  admirable  than 
Their  patience. 

It  would  have  appeared  aftonifhing  had 
thefe  people  whom  I fo  often  frequented,  and 
amongft  whom  I lived  fo  long,  been  cunning 
or  deceitful  enough  to  conceal  their  chara<5Ier 
from  me  fo  much,  that  I fhould  never  have 
obferved,  either  in  their  conduct  or  manner 
of  living,  any  fign  or  adt  of  fuperftition.  It 
would  be  highly  improper  to  confider  as  reli« 
gious  pradfices  certain  privations  which  they 
impofe  on  themfelves,  and  which  appear  alto- 
gether natural  and  fimple,  when  one  takes 
the  trouble  of  examining  them  thoroughly. 
For  example,  they  fcarcely  ever  eat  the  fiefh 
of  the  hare,  or  of  the  antelope  called  duykers. 
In  their  opinion,  the  former  is  an  ugly  and 
difgufting  animal,  and  the  flelh  of  the  latter 
they  confider  as  too  black  ; befides,  thefe  two 
animals  are  always  exceedingly  lean,  ^vhich 
to  them  is  a fuflicient  reafon  for  rejecting  it. 
But  a ftriking  proof  that  they  deprive  them- 
felves of  this  refource  from  no  chimerical  idea, 
is  that,  in  times  of  fcarcity  and  want,  I have 
feen  them  think  themfelves  very  happy  in 
being  able  to  recur  to  it,  Becaufe  a Dutch- 

mau 


AFRICA. 


1 1 1 


îKan  would  be  difgufted  with  the  fight  of  a 
plateful  of  thofe  fnails  found  on  vines,  or  of 
frogs,  however  well  cooked-^whilft  a French- 
man can  make  a hearty  meal  on  thefe  viands, 
w'hich  are  far  from  being  delicate — does  it 
follow  that  the  difguft  of  a Batavian  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  a religious  abftinence  en- 
joined by  the  confiftory  ? 

Before  I announce  as  an  effential  rite  of 
the  Hottentots  the  ceremony  of  cutting  off  a 
joint  either  of  a linger  or  a toe,  and  before 
I afcribe  to  the  fame  motive  their  femi-caf- 
tration,  it  is  reafonable  to  eftablilh  the  truth 
of  thefe  two  cuftoms.  Kolben  heard  them 
mentioned  in  the  fame  manner  as  many  other 
things,  but  he  never  procured  certain  infor- 
mation refpe£ting  them.  This  he  fufficiently 
proves,  when  he  afcribes  them  to  all  the 
Hottentots  indifcriminately  ; which  is  equally 
falfe  as  the  other  alfertions  of  that  author. 
Dr.  Sparmann  falls  alfo  into  a very  llrange 
error,  when  he  maintains,  in  oppolltion  to 
Kolben,  that  femi-caftration  is  no  where 
pracSlifed.  Thefe  two  ceremonies  are  adu- 
aJly  pradifed  among  two  hordes  fituated  to 
the  north  of  the  Cape,  under  the  twenty- 
pighth  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  viz.  the 
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Geijjîquas  and  the  Koraquas,  în  whofe  country 
I found  the  giraffes,  of  which  I fhall  fpeak  in 
my  fécond  voyage.  The  philofopher  Kolben 
affuredly  never  travelled  fo  far,  except  in  ima- 
gination. 

Dr.  Sparmann  has  doubtlefs  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  deceived  refpeding  the  Gonaquas, 
when  he  is  inclined  to  believe  that  thefe 
hordes  ufe  circumcifion.  The  planters  af- 
firmed this  to  me  as  well  as  to  him  ; and  on 
this  account  I found  a powerful  temptation 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  it  : but  having  fince 
had  better  opportunities  than  any  one  of  fatif- 
fying  myfelf  concerning  fo  important  a ‘fad; , 
Î declare,  on  the  contrary,  that  this  nation, 
.and  all  the  Hottentots,  without  exception, 
have  the  prepuce  of  a prodigious  fize  ; a 
mark  that  fufficiently  diftinguifhes  them 
from  all  other  favages,  and  which  certainly 
has  not  been  obfervcd  before. 

Tl\e  cafe  is  the  fame  refpeding  that  dif- 
gufiing  apron  of  the  Hottentot  women, 
which  has  long  made  a confpicuous  though 
ridiculous  figure  in  hiftory,  or  rather  in  the 
fables  of  the  vulgar.  Another  whim,  always 
proceeding  from  the  fame  foiirce,  has  as 
rafidy  fuppreffcd  it  ; though  it  is  ftill  fiilhion- 
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able  among  a certain  horde,  of  whom  I fhall 
foon  have  occafion  to  fpeak.  I fay  it  is  fa- 
fliionable;  for,  inftead  of  being  the  gift  of 
nature,  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  one  of 
the  moft  monftrous  refinements  ever  invented 
by  I know  not  what  coquetry,  altogether 
peculiar  to  a certain  fmall  corner  of  the 
world. 

Some  old  authors  have  faid  that  the  fami- 
lies of  the  favages  fleep  all  promifcuoufly  to- 
gether, in  the  fame  hut  ; and  are  neither  ac- 
quainted with  difference  of  age,  nor  that  in- 
vincible horror  which  feparates  beings  con- 
nected by  blood.  Thefe  favages  indeed,  con- 
fined to  what  is  flriCtly  necefl'ary,  have  never 
thought  of  preferving,  under  an  apparent  de- 
cency, all  the  turpitude  of  unnatural  incli- 
tions  ; and  feparate  apartments  for  brother 
and  filler,  mother  and  fon,  are  not  to  be 
found  among  them.  But  to  conclude,  be- 
caufe  they  have  only  one  habitation,  one  bed, 
and  one  mat  to  repofe,on,  after  the  labours 
of  the  day,  that  they  live  like  the  brutes, 
would  be  to  calumniate  innocence,  and  offer 
an  infult  to  nature.  There  is  only  one  ill- 
informed  or  malevolent  author  who  has 
fuffered  hlmfelf  to  give  credit  to  thefe  infa- 
VoL.  II.  I mous 
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mous  fufpiclons — Yes,  the  whole  family  in- 
habit the  fame  hut  ; the  father  lies  by  the  fide 
of  his  daughter,  and  the  mother  by  the  fon  ; 
but  on  the  return  of  Aurora  each  rifes  with 
a pure  heart,  and  without  having  occahon  to 
blufh  before  the  Author  of  all  Beings,  or  any 
of  the  creatures  whom  he  has  marked  with 
the  feal  of  his  own  refemblance.  A favage 
is  neither  a brute  nor  a barbarian  : the  rèal 
monfter  is  he  who  fees  crimes  every  where, 
becaufe  he  fuppofcs  them  ; and  who  aflerts 
their  exiftence  on  the  odious  teftimony  of 
his  own  confcience. 

I have  vifited  more  than  one  horde  of  fa- 
vages  ; and  I never  found  any  where  but  mo- 
defty  and  referve  amongft  the  women,  I can 
add  among  the  men  alfo.  The  author  whom 
I have  fo  often  contradi(fled  pays  refped:  to 
truth,  when  he  confefles  that  people  would 
judge  very  erroneoufly,  were  they  to  believe 
that,  becauie  the  favages  go  naked,  they  have 
as  little  modefty  as  veil;,  and  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  could  find  men  who,  even 
by  the  temptation  of  prefents,  would  confient 
to  put  afide  their  jakals,  that  he  might  be 
convinced  by  his  own  eyes  whether  they 
were  circumcifed  or  not* 
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I have  already  laid  that  too  much  inter- 
courfe  with  the  whites  has  ruined  and  cor- 
rupted their  manners  ; and  of  the  truth  of 
this  aflertion  the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies 
are  a ftriking  example  ; thofe  of  the  defart, 
being  nothing  different  in  nature,  will  per- 
haps yield  one  day  to  feduiStion,  fhould  it  hap- 
pen to  reach  them,  and  will  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  led  away  by  the  force  of  example. 
When  Dr.  Forfter,  in  his  Voyage  round  the 
World  with  Captain  Cook,  informs  us  that 
the  women  of  Eafter  Ifles  were  lafchiou^ 
courteza?2s^  he  does  not  conceal  from  us  that 
the  failors  gave  themfelves  up  openly  and 
without  fhame  to  the  moft  infamous  debau- 
chery with  them  ; but  we  ought  to  add,  with- 
out any  hefitation,  that  the  women  of  favage  ' 
nations,  once  vifited  by  corrupted  Europeans, 
and  too  well  acquainted  with  their  perverfe 
inclinations,  proftitute  themfelves  to  all  thofe 
who  choofe  to  enjoy  them,  and  gratify  their 
tafte,  ^doubtlefs  from  a dread  of  the  barbarous 
cruelties  which  the  whites  are  capable  of 
commiting. 

In  all  places  wherever  a defire  of  informa- 
tion induced  me  to  enter  upon  this  fubjedt 
with  fuch  women  as  I met  in  the  courfe  of 
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rriy  travels,  I always  received  one  fiinple  and 
uniform  anfwer,  which  they  give  to  thofe 
who,  fufpeâiing  them  of  inceftiious  cohabita- 
tion, wifh  to  be  convinced  by  their  own  ac- 
knowledgement : “ You  compare  us  then  to 
“ brutes,”  faid  they  to  me  ; “ for  brutes  alone 
“ are  capable  of  doing  what  you  fay.” 

I wifh  I may  not  be  deceived — I believe  In 
virtue,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  even  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  that  word,  and  who  have 
never  written  voluminous  commentaries  on 
the  idea  it  contains.  This  fentiment,  innate 
in  the  heart  of  man  when  it  has  not  been 
corrupted  by  education  and  example,  was 
given  him  as  a fign  of  his  dignity  and  diftinc- 
tion.  Horror  at  the  idea  of  uniting  with  his 
own  blood,  is  one  of  the  grandeft  charad:er- 
iftics  by  which  the  Creator  wiflied  to  feparate 
the  human  fpecies  from  the  clafs  of  animals  ; 
and  this  infurmountable  barrier  can  be  broken 
only  by  the  moft  infamous  depravation. 

I dare  affirm,  then,  that  if  there  be  a corner 
of  the  earth  where  a decency  of  conduO;  and 
manners  is  hill  honoured,  we  muft  feek  for 
its  temple  in  the  bofoms  of  the  defarts. 
Thefe  principals  the  favage  has  received  nei- 
ther from  prejudice  nor  education  ; he  is  in- 
debted 
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debted  for  them  to  nature  : in  him  love  is  a 
very  confined  want,  and  he  does  not  convert 
It,  as  in  civilized  countries,  into  a tumultu- 
ous pafTion,  which  carries  diforder  and  de- 
ftruâiion  along  with  it.  In  vain  fhould  I 
attempt,  after  the  example  of  BufFon,  to  era- 
dicate this  fever  of  the  mind,  this  difeafe  of 
exalted  imaginations.  I fhall  not  break  to 
pieces  an  altar  loaded  with  the  rich  gifts  of 
poets  and  romance  writers  ; I fhould  have  too 
powerful  antagonifts  to  combat  : and  the  di- 
vinity who  owes  his  birth  to  fuch  beautiful 
chimeras,  would  let  loofe  his  votaries  againft 
me,  nor  ever  forgive  me  for  this  impious  fa- 
crilege.  / ' 

A phyfiognomift,  or,  if  the  reader  choofes, 
a modern  wit,  would  entertain  his  company 
by  affigning  to  the  Hottentot,  in  the  fcale  of 
beings,  a place  between  man  and  the  ourang- 
outang.  I cannot  however  confent  to  this 
iyftematic  arrangement  ; the  qualities  which 
I efteem  in  him  wiil  never  fuffer  hirn  to  be 
degraded  fo  far  ; and  I have  found  his  figure 
fufficiently  beautiful,  becaufe  I experienced 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  It  mull  indeed 
be  allowed  that  there  is  fpmething  peculiar 
>n  his  features,  which  in  a certain  degree 
, I 3 feparates 
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feparates  him  from  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. His  cheek  bones  are  exceedingly  pro- 
minent ; fo  that  his  face  being  very  broad  in, 
that  part,  and  the  jaw  bones  on  the  contrary 
extremely  narrow,  his  vifage  continues  ftill 
decreafmg  even  to  the  point  of  the  chin. 
This  configuration  gives  him  an  air  of  lank- 
nefs,  which  makes  his  head  appear  very  much 
difprpportioned,  and  too  fmall  for  his  full  and 
plump  body.  His  flat  nofe  rifes  fcarcely 
half  an  inch  at  its  greatefl:  elevation  j and  his 
noftrils,  which  are  exceflively  wide,  often  ex- 
ceed in  height  tiie  ridge  of  his  nofe.  His 
mouth  is  large,  and  furniflied  with  fmall  teeth, 
well  enamelled  and  perfedlly  white  ; his  eyes, 
very  beautiful  and  open,  incline  a little  to- 
wards the  nofe,  like  thofe  of  the  Chinefe  : 
and  to  the  fight  and  touch  his  hair  has  the 
refemblance  of  wool  ; it  is  very  fhort,  curls 
naturally,  and  in  colour  is  as  black  as  ebony. 
He  has  very  little  hair,  yet  he  employs  no 
fmall  care  to  pull  out  by  the  roots  part  of 
what  he  has  ; but  the  natural  thin  nefs  of  his 
eyebrows  faves  him  from  this  trouble  in  that  ' 
part.  Though  he  has  no  beard  but  upon  the 
upper  lip,  below  the  nofe,  and  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  chin,  he  never  fails  to  pluck  it 
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out  as  foon  as  it  appears.  This  gives  him  an 
effeminate  look  ; which,  joined  to  the  natu- 
ral mildnel's  of  his  charadler,  deftroys  that 
commanding  fiercenefs  common  to  all  men 
in  a ftate  of  nature,  and  which  has  acquired 
them  the  proud  title  of  kings. 

With  regard  to  proportion  of  body,  a Hot- 
tentot is  as  perfect  as  if  caft  in  a mould.  His 
gait  is  graceful  and  agile  ; and  all  his  mo- 
tions, which  are  eafy,  feem  very  different 
from  thofe  of  the  American  favages,  who 
appear  only  to  have  been  fketched  out  by  the 
hand  of  nature. 

The  women,  with  more  delicacy  of  fea- 
tures, exhibit  the  fame  characflerifHc  marks 
in  their  figure  : they  are  equally  well  made. 
Their  breafts,  admirably  placed,  have  a moft 
beautiful  form,  while  in  the  bloom  of  youth; 
and  their  hands  are  fmall,  and  their  feet  ex- 
ceedingly well  fhaped,  though  they  never 
wear  fandals.  The  found  of  their  voice  is 
foft  ; and  their  idiom,  paffing  through  the 
throat,  is  not  deftitute  of  harmonv.  When 
they  fpeak,  they  employ  a great  many  gef- 
tures,  which  give  power  and  gracefulnefs  to 
their  arms. 

The  Hottentots,  being  naturally  timid,  are 
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confequently  not  at  all  an  enterprifing  people. 
Their  phlegmatic  coolnefs,  and  their  ferions 
looks,  give  them  an  air  of  referve,  which 
they  never  lay  afide,  even  at  the  moft  joyful 
moments  ; while,  on  the  contrary,  ail  other 
black  or  tawny  nations  give  themfelves  up 
to  pleafure  with  the  livelieft  joy,  and  without 
any  reftraint. 

A profound  indifference  to  the  affairs  of 
life  inclines  them  very  much  to  inactivity 
and  indolence  : the  keeping  of  their  flocks, 
and  the  care  of  procuring  a fubfiftence,  are 
the  only  objeCts  that  occupy  their  thoughts. 
They  never  follow  hunting  as  fportfmen,  but 
like  people  oppreffed  and  tormented  by  hun- 
ger. In  fhort,  forgetting  the  paft,  and  being 
under  no  uneafmefs  for  the  future,  they  are 
ftruck  only  with  the  prefent  ; and  it  is  that 
which  alone  engages  their  attention. 

They  are  however  the  beft,  the  kindeft, 
and  the  mofl:  hofpitable  of  people.  Whoever 
travels  among  them  may  be  affured  of  find- 
ing food  and  lodging  ; and  though  they  will 
receive  prefents,  yet  they  never  afk  for  any 
thing.  If  the  traveller  has  a long  journey  to 
accomplifh,  and  if  they  learn  from  the  infor- 
mation he  requires  that  there  are  no  hopes  of 
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his  foon  meeting  with  other  hordes,  that 
wiiich  he  is  going  to  quit  fupply  him  with 
provifions  as  far  as  their  circumftances  will 
allow,  and  with  every  thing  elfe  neceflary  for 
his  continuing  his  journey,  and  reaching  the 
place  of  his  deftination. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  at  the 
Cape,  the  Hottentots  were  not  acquainted 
with  commerce,  and  perhaps  they  had  no 
idea  even  of  barter  ; but,  on  the  appearance  of 
tobacco  and  toys,  they  were  foon  initiated 
into  a part  of  the  mercantile  myfteries. 
Thefe  objedts,  which  at  firft  were  only 
agreeable  novelties,  by  length  of  time  have 
become  wants.  When  thefe  articles  grow 
fcarce  among  them,  they  are  fupplied  by  the 
Hottentots  of  the  colonies  ; for  it  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  however  eager  they  may  be 
to  get  fuch  trifles  into  their  pofleflion,  they 
do  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  one  ftep  in 
fearch  of  them  themfelves,  and  they  choofe 
rather  to  do  without  them  : an  ufeful  lef- 
fon  to  thofe  who  drag  out  a miferable  exift- 
ence  in  continual  agitation  by  puriuing 
fhadows. 

Such  are  thefe  people,  or  at  leafl;  fuch  did 
they  appear  to  me,  in  all  the  innocence  of 
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manners,  and  of  a paftoral  life.  They  ex- 
cite alfo  the  idea  of  mankind  in  a ftate  of 
infancy.  A noble  adion,  which  I fhall  re- 
late here,  though  it  belongs  to  my  fécond 
voyage,  more  to  the  north  of  the  Cape,  and 
towards  the  weftern  coaft,  will  finilh  the 
pidiure  which  1 have  here  traced  out  with 
the  utmoft  candour  and  truth — without  elo- 
quence, I allow  ; but  without  enthufiafm, 
without  vain  declamation,  and  with  that  na- 
tural fmcerity  which  is  fo  dear  to  me,  and 
which  I embrace  every  opportunity  of  pro- 
feffing. 

A pretty  confiderable  horde  of  the  Kami- 
nouquas  came  to  vifit  my  camp,  with  that 
confidence  which  is  always  infpired  by  honeft 
and  upright  intentions,  and  which  all  thofe 
men  poffefs  who  have  never  been  corrupted 
by  their  intercourfe  with  other  nations.  Be- 
ing forced  to  hufband  my  provifions,  it  was 
impoffible  for  me  to  regale  all  thefe  people 
with  brandy  ; they  were  too  numerous  ; and 
I could  not,  without  imprudence,  fhew  my 
generofity.  I however  ordered  a glafsful  to 
be  given  to  the  chief,  and  to  each  of  thofe 
who  by  their  figure,  . or  rather  by  their 
age,  appeared  to  be  mofl  refpedable.  But  to 
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what  refources  and  to  what  means  will  not 
beneficence  have  recourfe  ! and  how  great  is 
its  ingenuity,  when  it  willies  to  difFufe  its. 
blelTings  ! I was  very  much  aftonilhed  when, 
perceiving  that  they  preferved  the  liquor 
without  fwallowing  it,  I faw  them  all  approach 
their  companions,  who  had  received  no  lhare, 
and  diftribute  it  to  them  with  their  mouths, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  tender  birds  of 
heaven  feed  their  young  with  their  bills. 
This  unexpedled  a6tion,  I confefs,  threw  me 
into  great  agitation,  and  I remained  aftonifli- 
ed  : for,  on  the  fight  of  this  affedting  feene, 
what  heart  is  there  fo  unnaturally  hardened 
as  would  not  have  melted  into  tears  ? Filled 
with  admiration  and  refpedt,  and  moved  to 
the  bottom  of  my  foul,  1 threw  myfelf  into 
the  arms  of  the  chief,  who  like  the  reft  had 
juft  fhared  his  liquor  with  thofe  who  fur- 
rounded  him,  and  1 bedewed  his  venerable 
perfon  with  my  tears.  Ye  fine  prattlers,  ye 
elegant  coquettes,  perfumed  with  amber  and 
mufk,  exclaim  as  ye  pleafe,  and  exhibit  your 
charming  grimaces  ! Diforders  of  the  fto- 
mach,  vapours,  and  all  the  evils  of  debili- 
tated health,  the  ufual  confeqiiences  of  a 
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debauched  life  fpent  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
occafioned  no  difguft  to  my  divine  Kaminou- 
quas,  in  this  fweet  and  fraternal  comrnunica- 
tion. 

Î can  never  call  to  remembrance  without 
emotion  thefe  refpedlable  people,  and  feveral 
others,  among  whom  I obferved  the  fame 
ceremony  repeated.  AVhen  I faw  them,  on 
their  feparating  from  me,  return  peaceably 
and  contented,  “ Happy  mortals  !”  faid  I ; 
“ long  may  you  retain  your  valuable  inno- 
“ cence,  but  live  in  ignorance  1 Poor  favages, 
“ regret  not  that  you  were  born  under  a 
“ fcorching  fun,  on  a dry  and  parched  foil, 
which  fcarcely  produces  briars  and  thorns. 
“ Confider  your  prefent  fituation  rather  as 
“ a bleffing  from  Heaven  : your  defarts  will 
never  tempt  the  avarice  of  the  whites. 
“ Unite  yourfelves  to  thofe  fortunate  hordes, 
“ wdio  like  you  have  not  had  an  opportii- 
“ nity  of  knowing  them  j deftroy  and  efface 
“ the  leaft  traces  of  that  yellow  dull  which  is 
“ converted  into  metal  in  your  caverns  and 
“ rocks — ye  are  ruined  if  they  difcovcr  it. 
“ Know  that  it  is  the  fcourge  of  the  world, 
the  fource  of  all  crimes  : and  dread,  above 
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all  things,  the  approach  of  an  Almagro,  a 
“ Pizarro,  a Cortez,  and  of  the  bloody  ftole 
“ of  the  Vanverdes.” 

In  an  uncivilized  ftate  man  is  naturally 
good  ; why  then  fhould  the  Hottentot  be  an 
exception  to  this  general  rule  ? It  is  not  juft 
to  accufe  him  of  cruelty  ; he  is  only  re- 
vengeful. Too  fenfible  of  the  evil  done  him, 
what  can  be  more  natural  than  to  repel  force 
by  force  ? It  becomes  us  well  to  enjoin  the 
children  of  nature  to  pra£tife  our  fictitious 
virtues,  when  their  names  are  fcarcely  known 
to  us,  and  no  one  undertakes  to  follow  what 
they  prefcribe.  Even  the  law  of  retaliation, 
the  only  one  in  ufe  before  we  thought  of 
being  philofophers,  what  elfe  is  it  but  the 
right  of  rendering  injury  for  injury,  and  of 
taking  away  the  lives  of  thofe  who  do  not 
fcruple  to  attempt  ours  ? 

Should  the  favages  of  Africa  or  America 
take  it  into  their  heads,  fome  day,  that  they 
live  miferable,  deprived  of  our  arts,  riches, 
and  all  the  refources  of  our  genius  ; and,  unit- 
ing  together  in  arms,  ftiould  haften  to  inun-r 
date  Europe,  and  to  drive  us  from  our  pof- 
feflions,  with  what  countenances  could  wc 
receive  thefe  barbarians,  and  by  what  fuf- 
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feiings  on  our  part  would  they  fee  their 
boldnefs  rewarded  ? Such  however  is  their 
hidory,  or  ours  ; fuch  have  been  our  enter- 
prifes  attempted  in  three  quarters  of  the 
world  with  too  much  fuccefs»  In  every  place 
where  we  have  thought  proper  to  eftabliih 
ourfelves,  we  have  compelled  thefe  unhappy 
wretches,  perfecuted  to  a ftate  of  flavery,  to 
betake  themfelves  to  flight  ; we  have  appro- 
priated to  ourfelves,  without  the  leafl;  fcruple, 
whatever  we  found  ufeful  to  us  ; and  when 
the  hour  of  vengeance  has  been  proclaimed 
for  them,  and  when  they  meafured  their 
blows  by  the  magnitude  of  their  injuries, 
without  reviewing  our  own  condudi,  and  too 
much  blinded  by  interefl;  or  fanaticifm,  we 
have  dared  to  call  them  barbarians,  eaters  of 
men,  and  ferocious  animals,  who  live  by 
murder,  and  allay  their  thirfl;  with  blood. 

To  what  imprudence  muft  we  attribute 
the  death  of  that  celebrated  navigator  Cap- 
tain Cook  ? — I am  inclined  to  believe  that  a 
confeioufnefs  of  his  own  firength,  and  his 
bold  and  enterprifmg  character,  never  led  him 
to  commit  any  of  thofe  criminal  excefles  of 
which  he  in  his  turn  perilhed  a vidim  ; but 
the  ardent  defire  ot  the  undifeiplined  crew 
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that  followed  him,  made  the  iilanders  take  up 
arms  againft  him.  Thofe  failors  made  free 
with  the  women,  and  even  dared  to  lay  their 
hands  upon  them  whenever  they  had  an  op- 
portunity. This  was  too  much  for  them  to 
be  filent  any  longer;  nothing  could  flop 
thefe  incenfed  favages.  The  commander  is 
obferved  through  the  fmoke  of  cannon,  and 
amidft  the  noife  of  threatening  artillery  ; 
they  feize  upon  him  ; and  he  is  maflacred, 
even  in  fight  of  his  foldiers,  becaufe  he  did 
not  reprefs  their  diforders  in  time. 

The  firft  fentiment  with  which  people  who 
travel  among  favages  ought  to  infpire  them 
is  confidence:  to  gain  theirs,  one  mufi:  be 
kind  and  humane  ; muft  never  take  advan- 
tage of  their  weaknefs,  or  employ  threats  ; 
and  muft  never  feem  terrified  by  their  ap- 
pearance : when  nothing  is  required  from 
them,  they  will  grant  every  thing.  People 

ought  to  have  fo  much  command  over  their 
\ 

paflions  as  to  obferve  the  ftri<fteft  continence, 
and  not  to  feek  after  their  women.  If  they 
are  jealous,  they  will  become  implacable  ene- 
mies ; if  they  are  not,  their  condefcenfion 
with  regard  to  you,  in  this  refped,  places 
them  too  much  oa  a level,  and  you  lofe  in 
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their  eyes  that  ufeful  fuperiority  by  which 
they  were  at  firft  dazzled.  Though  this 
paffiou  fhould  not  be  general,  there  are  al- 
ways fome  individuals  tormented  by  it  ; and 
k is  juftly  obferved  that  the  nations  leak 
fubjed;  to  it  are  the  moft  dilTolute  in  their 
manners,  and  the  farthefl  removed  from  na- 
ture. 

To  make  one’s  felf  known  to  the  favages 
with  advantage,  fuperiority  of  ftrength  muft 
be  the  laft  thing  which  you  avail  yourfelf 
of  ; for  it  is  not  natural  for  mankind  to  be 
fufpicious  of  thofe  whom  they  do  not  fear. 
However,  in  following  thefe  precautions, 
people  ought  to  preferve  a calm  and  ferene 
‘ air  ; and,  when^hey  travel  among  them,  never 
to  employ  their  arms,  or  fhew  the  ufe  of 
them,  but  in  order  to  render  them  a fervice, 
either  by  procuring  them  game,  or  de- 
ftroying  fuch  ferocious  animals  as  are  ene- 
mies to  their  flocks.  After  this  you  may 
quit  a horde  in  perfed  fecurity,  certain 
of  leaving  regret  behind  you  ; and  gratitude 
will  continually  recal  you  to  their  remem- 
brance. Many  among  them  will  feparate 
from  you  with  reludlance  j they  will  quit 
their  companions  to  accompany  you  ; and 
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will  condud  you  to  another  horde,  among 
whom  from  the  favourable  teftimony  given 
of  you  by  your  guides,  you  may  be  alTured 
of  finding  the  fame  love,  the  fame  defire  to 
ferve  you,  the  fame  entertainments,  and  all 
that  hofpitable  care  which  always  proceeds 
from  confidence.  With  thefe  peaceful  prin- 
ciples fo  agreeable  to  my  difpofition,  I tra- 
verfed  a fmall  part  of  an  immenfe  quarter 
of  the  globe;  and  I might  have  traverfed 
the  whole  of  Africa  in  the  fame  manner, 
had  I not  been  flopped  by  infurmountable 
obftacles,  which  all  my  zeal  could  not  over- 
come, and  which  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  give 
an  account  of  here. 

It  was  alfo  from  thefe  maxims  that  I was 
every  day  more  and  more  convinced  that  a 
traveller  cannot  aflbciate  any  one  with  him 
in  fuch  an  enterprife,  without  running  the 
rlfque  of  rendering  it  abortive.  I was  certain 
of  my  own  manner  of  viewing  dangers,  and 
of  the  means  I had  to  guard  againfl  them. 
Surrounded  by  people  and  friends  equal  in 
power,  in  perilous  fituations,  I could  not  have 
attered  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  inducing 
them  all  to  follow  my  opinion;  the  foolifli 
obflinacy  of  one  might  have  oecafioned  the 
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deftrudion  of  all  ; but,  if  I deceived  myfelf,' 
I had  only  to  reproach  my  own  judgment. 

The  Hottentots  are  reprefented  as  a mi- 
ferable  and  poor  nation,  fuperftitious,  feroci- 
ous, and  indolent,  and  exceffively  dirty  ; in  a 
word,  they  are  vilified  in  every  poffible  man- 
ner. Were  there  in  thefe  aflertions  even 
one  that  approached  truth,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, in  order  to  fupprefs  extravagant  exagge- 
ration, to  adhere  fimply  to  the  talcs,  already 
fo  abfurd,  of  thofe  tirefome  planters,  who 
always  delight  in  deceiving  a flranger  by 
things  which  the  latter  hopes  to  receive  in- 
ftrudlion  from,  whilfi:  liftening  to  them. 
People  ought  to  fpeak  from  their  own  expe- 
rience, and  advance  notliing  more  than  what , 
they  have  feen.  Had  thefe  maxims  been  ad- 
hered to  in  fuch  a work  as  that  of  Dodlor 
Sparmann,  for  example — a work  valuable  in 
more  refpe(fts  than  one — interefting  obferva- 
tions,  w^ell  written,  would  not  have  been  in- 
undated with  a deluge  of  vei*y  apocryphal 
relations  of  hunting  lions,  elephants,  &c.  ; 
each  more  improbable  and  ridiculous  than 
another.  He  would  not  then  have  fpoken 
of  a licorn,  delineated  perhaps  by  a planter 
upon  fome  uninhabited  rockj  and  he  would 
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not  have  afligned  a fquare  inftead  of  a round 
form  to  the  huts  of  the  Cafires  whom  he 
never  vifited.  I muft  allow,  in  favour  of  this 
learned  man,  that  his  candour  and  probity 
made  him  confider  every  thing  as  inconteft- 
able,  the  moment  it  was  certified  to  him  by 
any  of  the  planters.  John  Kock,  particu- 
larly, whom  he  calls  the  moft  accurate  and 
judicious  obferver  he  ever  knew,  undoubted- 
edly  never  expedbed  that  exceffive  praife 
which  he  has  lavifiied  upon  him,  while  the 
inhabitants  of  the  whole  town  and  colony 
refute  them,  and  do  not  hefitate,  on  ac- 
count of  thefe  errors  only,  to  rank  next  to 
Kolben’s  a book  which  would  have  been 
highly  ufeful,  had  the  author  confined  him- 
felf  to  fuch  objedts  as  were  familiar  to  him^ 

I pay  refpedt  to  truth  when  I find  it  in 
Dr.  Sparmann  ; and  I lay  to  the  charge  of 
his  obferver  thofe  faifehoods  which  difgufi: 
me  : but  when  either  the  one  or  the  other 
allures  us  “ that  he  never  faw  the  favages 
“ wipe  or  clean  their  fkin  ; that,  to  fcour 
“ their  hands,  they  rub  them  with  cow 
“ dung;  that  they  rub  alfo  their  arms  with 
“it,  as  far  as  the  fhoulders;  that  this  unc- 
“ tion,  which  is  not  necefiary,  is  intended 
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“ merely  for  ornament;  and  that  the  duft 
“ and  the  dirt  mixing  with  their  greafy  oint- 
“ ment,  and  the  fweat  of  their  bodies,  ad- 
“ here  to  the  fkin,  and  continually  cor- 
“ rode  it,  &c.” — and  when  Dodtor  Spar- 
mann  afterwards  confeifes  that  he  never  faw 
thefe  favages  wipe  themfelves,  or  clean  their 
fkin — I find  his  manner  of  reafoning  very 
weak,  and  his  logic  equally  falfe;  for  if  I 
fhould,  in  my  turn,  atteft  that  I never  faw 
cow  dung  ufed  by  the  Hottentots  as  an  or- 
nament; that  I never  obferved  their  fkin 
corroded  by  fweat,  ointments,  and  filth — this 
negative  affertion  would  neither  perfuade  any 
one,  nor  elucidate  the  queflion. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  all  thefe  favages, 
without  exception,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, are  excellent  fwimmers,  and  perhaps 
the  befl  divers  in  the  world.  What  conclu- 
fion  ought  we  to  draw  from  what  I have  re- 
lated rcfpedting  the  women,  whom  I fur- 
prifed  while  bathing  and  diving  like  fifhes  ; 
but  that  pradice,  which  they  life  feveral 
times  a day,  neceffarily  leads  them  to  a fpe- 
cics  of  cleanlinefs,  which  leaves  little  power 
to  ointments,  or  even  to  duft,  to  fpoil  and 
corrode  the  fkin  ? 
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The  continual  care  and  attention  bellowed 
by  the  Gonaquas  on  their  drefs,  fufficiently 
prove  that  they  are  fond  of  cleanlinefs  : all, 
therefore,  that  can  be  /aid,  is,  that  it  is  ill 
underftood  ; and  even  before  we  proceed  fo 
far,  it  might  be  necelTary  to  enquire  whe- 
ther they  are  not  obliged  to  boughou  them- 
felves  in  this  manner,  either  on  account 
of  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  or  from 
a want  of  thofe  refources  which  nature 
has  not  pointed  out  to  them.  Their  clothes, 
indeed,  are  only  the  fpoils  taken  from  fa- 
vage  animals  ; but,  as  I have  already  Ihewn, 
^ they  do  not  negledf,  as  fome  have  pretended, 
to  clean  and  prepare  them  before  they  em- 
ploy them  for  making  drelTes. 

A Hottentot  is  neither  poor  nor.miferable. 
He  is  not  poor,  becaufe  his  delires  never  ex- 
ceeding his  knowledge,  which  is  very  li- 
mited, he  never  feels  the  fpur  of  neceffity. 
Milery  is  a point  of  comparifon  of  which  he 
has  no  conception:  a complete  uniformity, 
and  the  fame  refources,  rendering  the  lot  of  all 
perfedly  equal,  when  abundance  prevails,  they 
are  all  happy,  and  in  times  of  fcarcity  they  are 
all  in  the  like  manner  expofed  to  want.  The 
difguftiug  contrail  of  riches  mounted  on  a 
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golden  car,  and  mifery  dragging  its  rags 
along  in  the  dirt,  can  never  pain  their 
hearts:  this  is  an  idea  which  they  do.  not 
comprehend.  The  fight  of  indigence  trod 
under  foot,  that  punifhment'  of  compaffion- 
ate  fouls,  never  appears  to  their  eyes  under  a 
thoufand  melancholy  fhapes.  This  morti- 
fication man  in  a ftate  of  nature  never  ex- 
periences; and  if  man  in  a ftate  of  civili- 
zation becomes  accuftomed  to  it  in  time,  and 
if  he  attains  to  fuch  a degree  of  apathy  as  to 
confider  that  inequality  of  rank,  fo  fhocking 
and  fo  fatal,  as  the  beft  ftate,  he  is  no  longer 
an  avowed  child  of  Nature  ; fhe  difowns  and 
rcjedls  him,  afhamed  of  her  own  works,  which 
difirrace  her  hands. 

After  having  fo  long  interrupted  the  thread 
of  my  narration,  to  eftablifti  fome  certain 
notions  refpedling  thefe  Hottentots,  hitherto 
too  little  known,  fomething  would  be  ftill 
wanting  to  the  information  1 have  given,  did 
I not  fpeak  of  a particular  fpecies  or  caft, 

I 

which  may  be  called  the  compolite^  and 
which  is  not  older  than  a century.  I do 
not  know  that  any  traveller  has  mentioned 
them.  This  new  fpecies  will  one  day  efface 
|;Jie  ancient;  and  the  epoch  of  their  power 
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will  doubtlefs  occafion  great  changes  in  the 
colony,  and  accelerate  its  mini  The  nudti- 
plication  of  thcfe  individuals,  who  may  be- 
come infinite,  ought  to  alarm  the  Dutch 
government;  but  at  prefent  it  feems  to  be 
alleep,  and  to  be  under  very  little  unealinefs 
concerning  the  final  confequences  of  its  indo- 
lence. 

I here  mean  thofe  natural  children  pro- 
duced by  the  intercourfe  of  the  white  men 
with  the  Hottentot  women,  and  of  thefe 
women  with  the  negroes.  At  the  Cape 
they  are  generally  named  bajiers.  This  de- 
nomination, however,  more  peculiarly  be- 
longs to  the  former,  becaufe  the  fécond  are 
much  lefs  numerous  ; as  the  Hottentot  wo- 
men do  not  eafily  yield  to  the  embraces  of 
the  negroes,  for  whom  they  entertain  a kind 
of  contempt  ; on  account,  as  they  fay,  of  fuf- 
fering  themfelves  to  be  fold  like  beafts; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  think  • them- 
felves honoured  by  having  commerce  with 
the  whites,  and  by  being  ftyled  their  mif-' 
trefles.  It  is  the  race  arifing  from  thefe 
latter  unions  that  is  continually  gaining 
ground,  and  ^ multiplying  confiderably  every 
day  ; they  are  free,  like  the  Hottentots,  but 
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tKey  imagine  themfelves  fuperior  to  them  ; 
though  they  are  clefpifed  at  the  Cape,  where 
it  is  not  even  ufual  to  baptife  them.  The 
character  of  thefe  people  partakes  more  of 
that  of  an  European  than  of  a Hottentot: 
they  have  more  courage  and  more  adfivity 
than  the  latter,  and  labour  never  difcourages 
them;  but,  being  more  impetuous  and  more 
enterprifing,  they  are  alfo  more  mifchievous 
and  wicked.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
them  aflaflinate  their  mailers,  to  whom  they 
have  fold  their  fervices;  and  it  is  they  ra- 
ther than  the  negroes,  who  appear  foremoft 
in  devifmg  adls  of  treachery,  which  they 
commit  every  day  in  the  plantations.  The 
Hottentot,  too  mild,  and  too  void  of  paflions, 
to  enter  into  atrocious  enterprifes,  would 
not  have  fufficient  ftrength  to  carry  them 
into  execution;  the  moll  cruel  treatment  is 
not  even  capable  of  infpiring  him  with  an 
idea  of  this  kind.  In  a word,  the  planter 
who  has  Hottentots  only  in  his  fervice  may 
fleep  foundly,  alTured  that  he  will  loon  be  in-* 
formed  of  'danger,  Ihould  any  threaten  him. 

Thefe  bajiard  whites  are  robull  and  well 
made;  their  Ikin  is  of  a clearer  yellow  than 
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that  of  the  Hottentots,  and  has  the  colour  of 
dried  lemon  peel  : it  is  very  difagreeable  to 
the  fight.  Their  hair  is  black,  much  longer, 
and  lefs  frizzled.  Intercourfe  with  women 
of  this  new  breed,  as  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed,  produces  a fpecies  ftill  whiter,  whofe 
hair  is  alfo  much  lefs  frizzled;  and  though, 
by  thus  proceeding  gradually,  there  is  at 
length  no  fenfible  difference  between  them 
and  the  Europeans  in  their  hair  and  the  white- 
nefs  of  their  fkin,  the  prominence  of  the 
cheek  bones  is  ftill  remarkable.  This  is  one 
indelible  chara<fteriftic,  which  may  be  ob- 
ferved  even  after  the  fourth  generation. 

The  union  of  the  Hottentot  women  with 
the  negroes,  gives  birth  to  a race  ftill  fupe- 
rior  to  thofe  of  whom  I have  fpoken.  They 
are  much  taller  and  better  made,  and  their 
figure  is  more  agreeable  and  engaging.  Their 
colour,  which  holds  a mean  between  the 
black  of  the  father  and  the  olive  tint  of  the 
mother,  is  much  lefs  offenfive  to  the  fight  ; 
their  moral  and  phyfical  qualities  are  alfo 
very  different.  They  are  much  fought  after, 
on  account  of  their  being  capable  of  great 
labour  ; but  what  above  all  renders  them  of 
the  higheft  value  is,  that  to  much  activity,  % 
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Without  turbulence,  they  join  a fidelity  that 
never  betrays,  and  which  does  not  fall  to  the 
lot  of  any  bafiard  white.  Unluckily  this 
race  are  not  very  numerous,  on  account  of 
the  'difficulty  of  uniting  the  Hottentot  wo- 
men with  the  negroes,  whom  they  defpife. 

It  would  have  been  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  private  intereft 
of  the  planters,  to  have  long  ago  excited  go- 
vernment to  encourage  the  propagation  of 
this  fpecies  ; the  facrifice  made  would  not 
have  been  burthenfome,  and  the  expences  and 
money  advanced  would  have  been  returned 
àn  hundred  fold. 

We  no  longer  live  in  thofe  ages  of  facred 
ignorance,  when  all  people  who  w^ere  black 
were  accounted  anthropophagi.  The  Spa- 
niards themfelves  do  not  now  believe,  as 'in 
the  time  of  their  barbarous  incurfions  into 
kern,  that  a pure  foul  cannot  exift  but  in  a 
white  body.  Travellers,  and  above  all  found 
philofophy,  teach  us  that  an  ugly  covering 
may  conceal  a valuable  diamond.  Among 
the  various  negro  nations  that  inhabit  the 
weftern  coafls  ot  Africa,  fome  are  diftinguiffi- 
ed  by  a more  focial  difpontion  than  others, 
by  nobler  inclinations,  by  greater  activity, 
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and  more  aptitude  for  knowledge  ; and  it  is 
this  race  who  ought  to  have  been  preferred, 
in  order  to  fpread  them  among  the  colonies, 
by  granting  them  every  freedom.  The 
planters  would  have  favoured,  as  much  as 
they  could,  the  union  of  thefe  ftrangers  with 
the  Hottentot  women  ; the  latter,  feeing 
them  free,  would  not  have  defpifed  them, 
and  would  have  foon  been  familiarifed  with 
them  ; and  thus  would  have  arifen  a genera- 
tion of  men,  who,  uniting  to  the  mild  and 
‘peaceable  temper  of  their  mothers  the  elfential 
qualities  of  the  belt  negroes  of  Guinea,  would 
have  deftroyed  as  ufelefs,  and  even  dangerous, 
the  cruel  chains  of  flavery  in  all  this  part  of 
Africa. 

But  thefe  means,  fo  eafy  and  fo  natural, 
the  execution  of  which  fometime  ago 
wmuld  not  have  met  with  any  obftacle,  will 
never  be  employed.  At  prefent  it  is  too 
late  to  make  any  attempt  of  this  kind;  the 
turbulent  race  of  the  baftard  whites  are  too 
numerous,  and  it  may  be  eafily  forefeen  that 
they  will  one  day  be  predominant  at  the 
Cape. 

BelidCvS,  though this  project  were;  ftill 
practicable,  the  defire  and  good  intentions  of 
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the  Dutch  Eafl-lndia  Company  would  be  ren^ 
dered  of  no  avail  by  various  obftacles.  Scru- 
puloufly  exa<St  in  all  their  engagements,  we 
know  that  they  fhew  a generofity  which  for 
their  own  honour  and  profperity,  all  commer- 
cial affociations  ought  to  alTume  as  a model. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  they  would,  without 
hefitation,  make  every  facrifice  neceffary  for 
the  execution  of  this  excellent  plan,  fo  well 
calculated  to  immortalize  them  ; but  a ra- 
dical fault,  the  fault  of  the  government, 
rauft  ever  oppofe  it.  It  would  be  requifite, 
in  thç  firft  place,  to  expel  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  and  of  the  colonies,  or  at  leaft 
to  reform  their  minds,  in  order  to  deftroy 
thofe  ridiculous  and  antipatriotic  prejudices 
which  they  alfecl  to*  entertain, 

Government  fuffers,  becaufe  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  evil,  thefe 
planters,  fo  proud  of  their  colour,  and  who 
are  diftinguiflied  by  no  perfonal  merit  from 
their  Haves — it  fuffers,  I fay,  thefe  ignorant 
peafants,  proud  of  a moderate  fortune  which 
they  have  net  given  themfelves  the  trouble 
to  acquire  by  their  induftry,  to  defpife  and 
treat  with  contempt  thofe  men,  who,  having 
deferved  well  of  the  Company  by  the  fer? 
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Vices  they  have  performed,  either  as  foldlers 
or  failors,  eftablith  themfelves  at  the  Cape 
in  virtue  of  a permiflion  granted  them  by 
government  ; fo  that  the  meaneft  and  mod 
worthlefs  of  the  planters  always  conlider  a 
Ikilful  failor,  or  brave  foldier,  as  a being  in 
fome  manner  degraded,  and  unworthy  of 
being  connected  with  them',  by  marriage  ; 
and  even  the  daughter  of  fuch  a planter, 
educated  in  the  fame  principles,  would  rather 
perifh  in  mifery,  than  become  the  companion 
for  life  of  one  of  thefe  defenders  of  their 
country. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  a brave  failor  or 
foldier,  fubjedted  like  all  other  men  to  the 
wants  and  imperious  laws  of  nature,  more 
powerful  dill  in  warm  than  in  temperate 
climates,  being  unable  to  alTociate  himfelf 
with  a white  woman  who  would  render  him 
happy,  has  no  other  refource  but  to  unite 
with  a female  Hottentot.  Hence  proceeds 
that  immenfe  number  of  baftard  whites,  who 
at  prelent  fwarm  all  over  the  colonies.  The 
turbulent  blood  of  the  Europeans  circulates 
and  ferments  in  their  veins  ; and  diftur- 
bances  may  every  moment  refult  from  it, 
which  the  planters,  too  widely  difperfed  to 
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unite  foon  enough,  will  neither  have  lelfur^ 
nor  power  to  prevent. 

This  baftard  race  is  eftimated  at  a fixth 
of  the  number  of  all  the  Hottentots  in  the 
colonies  ; and  the  origin  of  this  mixture  is 
only  as  old  as  the  eftablifbment  of  the  Dutch 
at  the  Cape,  that  is  to  liiy,  an  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  years.  It  may  be  readily  prefumed 
that,  when  the  communication  between  the 
white  men  and  the  Hottentot  women  was 
firft  cflablifhed,  it  was  neither  fo  eafy  nor  fo 
general  as  at  prefent  : and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  population  of  the  colony  did  not  amount, 
as  it  does  now,  to  eighty  thoufand  white  peo- 
ple. This  obfervation  alone  may  be  fufficient 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  aftual  progreffion  of 
both.  The  Hottentot  race  fubjedl  to  the  colo- 
nies deviates  more  and  more  every  day  from  ' 
its  character  and  origin  ; they  become  cor- 
rupted and  confounded  by  a mixture  of  the 
blacks  and  the  whites;  and,  as  this  degene- 
ration accelerates,  their  diftinguifhing  marks 
will  in  time  difappear  altogether.  The 
phlegmatic  and  cold  conftitution  of  the  Hot- 
tentots fufficiently  checks  the  progrefs  of 
population  already;  whilft  the  fame  caufe  in 
the  women  has  a contrary  effe<St,  and  renders 
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them  very  prolific.  The  Hottentot  women 
have  at  mOil  three  or  four  children  by  their, 
hufbands  ; by  negroes  they  triple  that  num- 
ber; "and  bring  forth  Hill  more  to  the 
whites. 

If  the  baftard  whites  are  naturally  wicked  ; 
if  they  are  daring,  revengeful,  enterprifing, 
and  perfidious — is  it  becaufe  they  are  the  oft'- 
fpring  of  a white  man  and  a Hottentot  wo- 
man, and  becaufe  the  children  bear  a greater 
refemblance  to  the  father  than  to  the  mo- 
ther ? This  prefumption,  however  mortify- 
ing it  may  be  for  our  fpecies,  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. If  it  happen,  which  is  very  rare, 
that  a white  woman  has  connection  with  a 
Hottentot,  the  fruit  of  their  intercourfe  al- 
ways retains  the  good  difpofition,  and  the 
mild  and  beneficent  temper,  of  the  father. 
Thefe  inftances,  I mult  repeat,  are  very  un- 
common. In  love  affairs  at  the  Cape,  as  in 
Europe,  the  women  fhew  more  modefty,  de- 
licacy, and  referve  than  the  men  : the  latter, 
on  the  contrary,  never  hefitate  to  gratify 
their  appetite,  whoever  the  objeCt  of  it  may 
be  ; and  the  dangers  that  thence  refult  are 
not  the  fame  to  both  fexes  : but  the  bafiards 
of  the  white  men  and  Hottentot  women 

have 


4 


144  ■ TRAVELS  IN 

have  in  them  the  feeds  of  every  vice,  and  of 
every  irregularity. 

Such,  in  general,  is  the  information  which 
Ï acquired  myfelf,  by  living  among  the  Hot- 
tentots. But  I fhall  ftop  here  left  I fatigue 
the  reader’s  patience  by  thefe  dry  details;  and 
return  td  them  only  when  I may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  mentioning  them  without  being 
tedious  in  my  relation  of  the  different  events  of 
my  journey. 

As  I propofed  to  pafs  a confiderable  time 
in  ^Vfrica,  my  firft  care  was  to  ftudy  the 
language  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  I indeed 
fucceeded  beyond  expedation.  The  lan- 
guage of  thefe  people  being  very  poor,  has 
no  occafion  for  words  to  exprefs  abftradl  and 
metaphyfical  ideas;  it  is  fufceptible  of  no 
ornament.  Though  it  has  neither  elegant 
phrafes  nor  a correct  fyntax,  its  difficulties 
are  no  lefs  infurmountable  to  thofe  who 
are  deftitute  of  genius  and  patience.  I have 
however  been  too  well  rewarded  for  the  pains 
I beftowed  on  this  part  of  my  labours,  by  the 
pleafure  I enjoyed  of  being  able  to  converfe 
freely  with  thefe  people,  ever  to  regret  that 
I added  a knowledge  of  this  fmgular  dialeift 
to  that  of  kveral  other  languages  which  have 
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been  the  principal  objed  of  the  very  fevere 
education  I received. 

The  Hottentot  language  has  no  refemblance, 
as  feveral  ancient  authors  pretend,  “ to  the  , 
“ gabbling  of  turkeys  when  they  fight,  to 
“ the  cry  of  the  magpyej  or  the  fcreaming 
“ of  an  owl  much  lefs  do  its  founds  imi- 
tate the  cry  of  the  bat,  according  to  Pliny 
and  Herodotus  : to  judge  that  it  cannot  re- 
femble  all  thefe  things  at  the  fame  time,  we 
need  only  compare  with  one  another  all  its 
different  alfimilations.  It  is  equally  falfe, 
that,  to  hear  Hottentots  converfing  together, 
one  would  take  them  for  a company  of  ftam- 
merers.  From  all  thefe  affertions,  which 
are  abfolutely  contradidory  and  deftroy  each 
other,  we  are  naturally  led  to  think  that  no 
traveller,  who  has  fpoken  of  the  Hottentot 
language,  has  fo  carefully  ftudied  it  as  to 
give  a clear  and  precife  idea  of  it  ; and  con- 
fequently,  without  enquiring  into  the  caufes 
of  their  profound  ignorance,  I may  affert 
that  they  have  been  as  really  deceived  them- 
lelves  as  they  have  deceived  others. 

This  language,  notwithftanding  its  fingu- 
larity,  and  the  difficulty  of  pronouncing  it, 
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is  not  fo  difcouraging  as  it  at  firft  appears. 
It  may  be  learnt  by  perfeverance  ; I have 
known  planters  who  fpoke  it  fluently,  and  I 
myfelf  was  able  to  make  myfelf  underftood 
in  a fhort  time.  It  is,  however,  in  general, 
very  difficult  for  every  European;  but  more 
fo  for  a Frenchman  than  for  a Dutchman,  a 
German,  &c.-  efpecially  as  the  the  and 
the  g are  pronounced  in  the  fame  manner  as 
in  the  languages  of  the  two  latter  ; that  is^ 
to  fay,  the  ou  ; and  the  other  two  letters 
.by  expirations,  for  wffiich  the  throat  of  a 
Frenchman  is  not  formed,  and  which  he 
catches  with  great  difficulty. 

Of  all  the  vocabularies  hitherto  publiffied 
in  different  works,  there  is  none  by  which  a 
fingle  word  can  be  comprehended.  It  would 
be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  ufe  them,  for  one 
never  could  be  undei  llood  ; and  a Hottentot 
would  never  fufpedl  that  he  heard  his  own 
language.  It  would  appear  as  if  'the  au- 
thors of  'thefe  vocabularies  had  purpofely 
fuppreffed  the  only  mark  which  often  forms 
the  whole  fignification  of  the  wmrds  ; for 
they  have  made  no  mention  of  different 
clappings  with  the  tongue,  which  are  indif- 
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penfable  figns  that  precede  or  feparate  the 
words,  and  without  which  they  would  have 
no  clear  or  precife  meaning. 

Thefe  clappings  are  of  three  kinds,  al! 
very  different  from  each  other.  The  firft, 
which  I fhall  diftinguilh  by  this  mark  (a), 
the  limpleh:,  fofteff,  eafieft  to  be  executed, 
and  that  which  is  moft  ufed,  is  performed  by 
preffmg  the  tongue  to  the  palate,  againft 
the  incifive  teeth,  while  the  mouth  is  Ihut  ; 
then,  by  quickly  detaching  the  tongue,  and 
opening  the  mouth  at  the  fame  time,  this 
clapping  is  heard;  which  is  nothing  elfe 
than  that  fmall  noife,  very  familiar  to  us, 
when,  haraffed  by  a tirefome  perfon,  we 
wifh  to  Ihew,  without  fpeaking,  that  we 
have  loft  all  patience. 

The  fécond  clapping  (v)  is  more  fonorous 
than  the  firft.  It  is  fufficient,  in  order  to 
form  it,  to  detach  the  tongue  from  the  mid- 
dle of  the  palate,  and  to  imitate  the  noife 
which  grooms  employ  to  make  a horfe  go 
fafter.  In  this  cafe  no  force  is  neceffary,  but 
fimply  to  detach  the  tongue,  and  the  found 
:is  produced  of  kfelf.  Were  the  found  too 
'<diftin<ft,  it  would  be  impoffible,  or  at  leaft 
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very  difficult,  to  join  it  as  it  ought  to  the  firft 
fyllable  of  the  word  that  muft  follow  it. 

Greater  force  muft  be  given  to  the  third 
kind  of  clapping  (a),  which  is  pronounced 
with  more  energy,  and  is  heard  more  dif- 
tiiuftly.  It  is  the  leaft  ufed,  and  appears  to 
be  the  moft  difficult)  for  it  requires  great 
care  and  attention  to  adapt  it  properly  to  the 

m 

word  that  follows  it,  as  it  is  performed  by 
a fmgular  contraction  of  the  tongue,  which 
is  drawn  back  to  the  extremity  of  the  palate 
near  the  throat.  It  may  be  readily  con- 
ceived, that,  after  this  contraction  of  the 
tongue,  confiderable  force  is  employed  to 
pufh  it  towards  the  lips,  and  to  articulate  the 
words  that  muft  follow  it,  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  reft  or  interruption. 

Thefe  different  clappings  have  alfo  a dif- 
ferent modulation,  and  may  be  more  or  lefs 
difficult  to  be  executed,  according  to  the  let- 
ter or  fyllable  which  they  ftrike,  and  with 
which,  as  I have  already  faid,  they  muft  be 
united,  not  to  pervert  the  fenfe.  In  this  the 
ftrength  of  the  pronunciation' of  the  language 
may  be  laid  to  confift. 

All  thdc  differences  appear  very  harfh  to 
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the  ear  of  an  European,  and  very  difficult  to 
be  acquired.  Such  indeed  they  appeared  to 
me  at  firft,  but  one  foon  becomes  accuftomed 
to  them  ; and  I can  affert  that  this  language, 
upon  the  whole,  is  not  deftitute  of  harmony, 
and  that  in  the  mouth  of  a Hottentot  woman 
it  has  its  charms,  as  the  German  has  its 
beauties  in  that  of  an  amiable  Saxon  lady. 

I am  of  opinion  that,  if  people  fhould  at- 
tempt to  ftudy  this  language  from  the  voca- 
bularies hitherto  publifhed,  and. to  fpeak  it 
without  being  otherwife  inftruâied  in  its  prin- 
ciples, they  would  lofe  themfelves  in  words 
void  of  fenfe,  and  the  refult  would  be  nothing 
; elfe  but  confufion— a difgufting  chaos,  in 
which  the  haraffed  imagination  would  find 
only  ridiculous  abfurdity. 

There  are  a few  words  indeed  which  may 
be  employed  without  this  clapping  of  the 
tongue,  but  fuch  exceptions  are  very  rare. 

To  prove  how  neceflary  thefe- different 
founds  produced  by  the  tongue  are  to  fhew 
the  fignihcation  of  the  words,  and  how  they 
determine  the  fynonimes  and  different  mean- 
ings, I lliall  give  an  example,  as  it  will  ren- 
der this  fubjedl  much  eafier  to  be  compre- 
hended, In  the  Hottentot  language  aâp  figv 
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hifies  a horfe  and  an  arrow  ; it  is  alfo  the  name 
of  a river:  the  cliiTerence  alone  in  the  clapping 
of  the  tongue  determines  the  precife  idea 
which  it  is  meant  to  convey.  Pronounced 
limply,  without  any  collifion,  it  fignifies  a 
horfe  \ with  the  fécond  clapping,  of  which 
I have  fpokèn,  it  fignifies  a river  ; and,  with 
the  third,  it  fignifies  an  arrow.  In  the  like 
manner  k-ou  ip  is  a rock  ; l-ou  ip^  the  name 
of  the  buftard  ; à..ka  ip^  that  of  a venomous 
ferpent  ; and  K-ka  ip^  a kind  of  African  ante- 
lope. 

Belldes  thefe  three  kinds  of  clapping,  which 
• as  may  be  eafily  feen,  are  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary,  certain  parts  of  fome  words  are  nothing 
elfe  but  founds  formed  in  the  throat  ; but  it 
is  impolfible  to  defcribe  them,  and  they  can 
be  imprinted  in  the  memory  only  by  long 
pradlice.  I lhall  diftinguifii  them  by  a fmall 
crofs  placed  over  the  letter  where  they  are  to 
be  ufed. 

To  be  more  fcrupuloufly  exaâ:,  I mufl 
add,  that  one  word  often  has  two  different 
fignifications,  by  the  brevity  or  weak  found 
of  one  of  its  vowels. 

From  what  I have  faid,  it  may  be  eafily' 
féeïi  how  dilhcult  it  would  be  to  write  this 
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language  In  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  read  and 
pronounced  with  that  precifion  which  is  ne** 
ceflary.  It  would  firft  of  all  be  requifite  to 
form  a particular  alphabet  for  it  ; and  to  ac^ 
cuftom  onefelf  to  thefe  clappings,  would  be 
the  principal  ftep  towards  fuccefs.  But  as  the 
ftudy  of  this  language  will  never  form  a part 
of  the  education  of  our  young  men  of  fortune, 
who  have  no  defire  for  being  fent  fo  far  to 
learn  how  to  behave  in  polite  company  ; and 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  of  no  uti- 
lity to  fatigue  the  reader  by  a tirefome  dic- 
tionary, which  he  would  not  read  ; I fhall 
fupprefs  it,  and  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  cu- 
rious-give a few  words  only  which  concern 
natural  hiftory. 

Should  any  naturalift  be  defirous  of  travel- 
ling through  the  fame  country,  it  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  him  to  be  able  to  name 
to  the  Hottentots  any  animal,  or  other  ob- 
jeâ:,  which  he  might  wilh  to  procure.  An 
exad  vocabulary  of  thofe  things  which  might 
principally  engage  his  attention,  would  un- 
doubtedly be  found  ufeful  to  him,  and  can- 
not even  here  difpleafe  any  one.  I fhould  have 
thought  myfelf  very  happy  had  any  traveller 
before  me  fmoothed  the  firft  difficulties  of 
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this  language  ; for  a didtionary  of  it  would 
have  rendered  the  commencement  of  my  re- 
fearches  lefs  difgufting  and  lefs  laborious.  I 
therefore  confider  it  as  a part  of  my  duty  to 
prefent  here  what  I fo  much  wifhed  for  my- 
felf,  and  to  fubjoin  the  primitive  names  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  animals  of  Africa,  fuch 
as  they  have  always  be  known  and  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  Hottentots  of  the  defarts.  I 
have  added  alfo  thofe  given  them  by  the 
planters  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  the  Hottentots  of 
the  colonies,  having  in  part  forgotten  their 
language,  disfigure  what  remains  by  a mix- 
ture of  corrupted  Dutch  ; fo  that,  without  men- 
tioning other  inconveniences  which  thence 
. arife,  animals  change  their  names,  or  have 
feveral  different  ones,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent cantons  or  colonies  where  they  are 
found.  This  produces  a confufion  very  diffi- 
cult to  be  cleared  up,  and  is  one  reafon  for 
preferring  the  nomenclature  of  the  natives, 
whofe  language,  always  the  fame,  is  fecured 
from  experiencing  any  change  or  variation, 
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The  Elephant 
The  Rhinoceros 
The  Hippopotamus 
The  Giraffe 
The  Buffalo 
ThePafan 
The  Kocdoe 

The  Bubale 
The  Zebra 
The  Quaga 


The  Hare 

A Marmot 
The  Wild  Boar 
The  Ant  Bear 
I'he  Porcupine 
A Dog 
Dogs 
A Rat 
A Bat 
A Lion 
A Tiger 

A Tiger  Cat 
The  Hyæna 
The  Wild  Dog 
The  Jackal 
The  Horfe 
A Bull 
A Cow 
An  Ox 
A Sheep 
A Goat 
A She-Goat 
A Bird 
The  Buftard 
The  French 
Duck 

A Pheafant 
A Martin 
A Partridge 


Hottentot  Names 


Oliphant 
Renofler 
Zee  Koe 
Kàmeel  Paerd 
Beuffle 
Gems-Bock 
Coudoe 

Harte-Beeft 
Welde-Paerd 
Quaga,  or  Welde 
Ezel 

daaze 

Das 

Welde- Varke 
ird-Varke 
Yzer-Varke 
dond 
donden 
^ott 

VIeer-Muyfe 
*-euw 


A — Goap 
V — Nabap 
V — Kaous 
A — Na-ïp 
A — Karoop 
A — Kaïp 
— Koudou,  or 
Gaïp 
•Kamap 
• — Kouarep 
Nou-v-Kouarep 


A- 

V- 

V- 


Pyger 

Tyger-ICat 
Wolf 

Welde-Hond 
Jakals 
Paerd 
Beull 
Koe 
Ofs 

Schaap 
Bock 
Gytt 
Voogel 
Trap-Gans 
Field  Kor-Haan 

Fefant 


Welde  Swaluw 
Patrys 


d- 

— Ou  amp 

+ 

V — Ka  oump 
V — Kou-Goop 
A — Goup 
V — Nou  ap 
A — Harip  ' 

A — Harina 
Douroup 

A— Nouga-Bouroup 
Gamma 
Garou- Gamma 
d- 

A — Ou  amp 
A — Hirop 
A — Goup 
A — Dirip 
Aap 

Karamap 

Goumas 

Goumap 

Goou 

Bri-ï 

Tarare  bris 
A — Kanip 
A — Oil  ip 
A — Haragap 

Koa  Koa,  or  v— ^ 
Kabos 
A — O-atfi  A — nam- 
bro 

A — Ouri-Kinas 

A Quail 
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A Quail 
A Sparrow 
A Vulture 

A Wild  Goofe 

Mountain  Duck 
The  Phenicopteros 
A Turtle  Dove 
A Mountain 

A Rock 

A River 
A Fountain 
The  Sea 
A Tree 
A Waggon 
A Flower  , 

Milk 

Water 

Flelh 

fiOi 

A Spider 
A Caméléon 
A Butterfly 

Three  difFerent 
kinds  of  Antelope' 

A Fly 
A Serpent 
A Tortoil'e 
A Toad 
The  Guana 
A Fufee 
An  Arrow 
A Bow 
An  Aflagay 
An  European 
A Negro 

A Hottentot  man 

A Hottentot  wo- 
man 
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Kwartel 

Mofs 

Aas-Voogel 

Welde-Gans 

Berg-Eend 

Flamingo 

Tortel-Duyf 

Berg 

Klep 

Rivier 

Fontyn 

Zee 

Boom 

Waage 

Blom 

Melck 

Waater 

Vleefch 

Vis 

Spen 

Kapelle 

Ree  Bock 

Duyker 

Steen-Bock 

Vlig 

Slang  ‘ 

Schil-Pad 

Pade 

Egouane 

Snaphan 

Peyl 

Boog 

Sagaye 

Europces 

Swarte-Jong 

Hottentot 

Hottentoten 


Hottentot  Naffiis- 

A — Kabip 
V — Kabari 
A — G ha  ip 
+ 

Gaamp 

+ 

A -Karo  hei  gaamp 
A — Gaorip 
A — Neis 
A — Oumma 
A — Ouip 
A — Karip 
V — Aap 
A — A a up 
Hourip 
Haip 
Kouri-ïp 
A — Narina 
Deip 
V — Kama 
V — Gaaus 
A — Ko  oup 
A — Hous 
V — Karou-Koup 
Tabou  Tabou 
+ 

Gnioop 

+ 

A — A oump 
A — Harip 
A — Dinap 
A — ^Kanou-Goup 
A — Ouna 
V — Oorokoop 
V — Nafeep 
A — ^Kabooup 
A — Aap 
Kgaap 

A — Aure-Koop 
V — Oree-Goep 

Kabop 

+ + I 

Khoé-Khoep 

Tararé-Khoes 
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From  what  I have  faid  of  the  manners  and 
fimplicity  of  this  nation,  one  may  be  eafily 
convinced  that  their  language  is  poor,  and 
that  before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  it 
mufl:  have  been  ftill  poorer.  The  latter  in- 
troduced new  objets,  to  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  give  names  ; and  on  this  account  the 
Hottentots  of  the  colonies  have  expreffions 
neither  ufed  nor  underflood  by  the  favage 
Hottentots,  to  whom  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  objeds  are  unknown. 

However  this  may  be,  there  is  always  in 
this  language  a great  affinity  between  the 
thing  and  the  word  by  which  it  is  diftin- 
guifhed.  For  example,  they  call  a fufee 
A-ka-booup  ; and,  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  pronounced,  the  clapping  of 
the  tongue,  and  the  firft  fyllable  imitate 
the  noife  of  the  cock  when  it  falls,  and  that 
of  the  opening  of  the  pan;  in  fhort,  the 
word  booup  conveys,  in  a ftriking  manner,  ' an 
idea  of  the  explofion  or  report.  In  general 
the  Hottentot  language  is  very  expreffive; 
and  as  thefe  people,  when  they  fpeak,  always 
gefliculate,  and  reprefent  in  pantomime  what- 
ever they  fay,  a fuperficial  knowledge  of 
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their  idiom  is  fufficient  to  enable  one  eafily 
to  comprehend  the  moft  important  things. 

Three  weeks  had  now  elapfed  lince  the 
departure  of  my  envoys  ; but  I was  not  the 
firft  to  form  any  refledtions  on  the  caufe  of 
their  delay:  I always  kept  my  uneafmefs  to 
myfelf,  not  wifhing  to  occafion  any  to  thofe 
around  me;  for,  by  not  concealing  my  fuf- 
picions,  I fhould  only  have  fupplied  them 
with  arms  to  deftroy  my  projedts.  They 
could  not,  without  fadnefs,  think  on  my  de- 
termined refolution  of  penetrating  into  Caf- 
fraria.  I fometimes  furprifed  my  people  dif- 
courfing  on  this  fubjedt,  and  more  or  lefs 
murmuring  againft  their  mafter;  but  at  bot- 
tom they  were  ftill  attached  to  me,  and  in 
their  converfation  I was  the  principal  objedt 
of  their  agitation  and  fear.  They  did  not 
hefitate  to  call  me  a rafh  man,  who,  appa- 
rently caring  very  little  for  his  life,  obfti- 
nately  wilhed  to  make  them  fharers  with 
him  in  a moft  melancholy  fate,  by  condudt- 
ing  them  to  deftrudtion.  I had  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  had  all  agreed 
to  quit  me,  in  cafe  I fhould  perfift  in  my  re- 
folutions;  and  I judged  that  nothing  embar- 
rafted  them  but  the  manner  of  executing 
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their  plot.  I however  difcovered,  that  of 
twenty-five  confpirators  there  were  not  two 
who  concurred  in  opinion  : thofe  whom  I 
had  engaged  in  my  fervice  in  the  courfe  of 
my  journey,  faw  no  great  difficulties  in  this 
fecret  departure;  but  thofe  whom  I had  en- 
gaged at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Mulder,  in  the 
country  of  Auteniqua,  and  at  the  Cape  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  the  fifcal,  doubted  much 
whether  they  ffiould  return  or  not  to  the 
town.  In  a word,  they  could  neither  agree 
among  themfelves,  nor  form  any  refolution. 

They  accufed  me  of  having  facrificed  the 
envoys;  and  indeed  it  muft  be  owned  that 
their  long  abfence  appeared  extraordinary. 
From  what  Hans  told  me,  three  or  four  days 
at  moft  were  fufficient  for  them  to  go  to  the 
refidence  of  king  Pharoo  ; and  allowing  as 
many  for  them  to  ftay  there,  and  the  fame 
number  to  return,  I found,  by  this  plain  cal- 
culation, that  more  than  double  the  time 
necelfary  for  the  journey  had  already  elapfed. 
I therefore  began  to  imagine  that  fome  acci- 
dent had  befallen  them,  or  that  the  fufpicions 
of  the  Caffres  had  proved  fatal  to  thefe  un-‘ 
happy  people.  I did  not  however  lofe  all 
hopes  of  feeing  them  again  ; but  I remained 
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wavering  in  uncertainty,  neither  knowing 
what  to  think  nor  what  orders  to  give  to  the 
reft  of  my  troop,  to  put  an  end  to  their  dif- 
putes  and  uneafmefs.  My  bra»ve  Klaas  was 
of  opinion  that  we  ought  ftill  to  wait,  and  to 
fufier  fuch  of  my  mutinous  attendants  as 
lliewed  moft  impatience  and  ill  humour  to 
depart  when  they  thought  proper. 

In  the  mean  time  I affumed  an  air  of  tran- 
quillity, and  continued  my  hunting  excur- 
lions  as  ufual  ; but  a fecret  impulfe  condudf- 
cd  me,  as  it  were  mechanically,  to  that  quar- 
ter in  which  I hoped  to  fee  my  deputies  ar- 
rive. In  the  evening,  being  quite  dcje£ted 
becaufe  they  had  not  appeared,  I returned  to 
my  camp,  in  order  to  recommence  the  fame 
ufelefs  and  melancholy  walk  next  morning. 
Thus  do  w*e  fport  with  the  imagination,  when 
we  are  in  hopes  of  finding  the  objedt  that 
we  ardently  wifii  for. 

One  evening  at  length  Klaas  came,  and 
fhut  himfelf  up  with  me  in  my  tent,  in  order 
to  give  the  finifliing  ftroke  to  my  uneafinefs, 
by  informing  me  that  he  had  loft  every  hope, 
and  that  Hans  and  his  companions  were 
without  doubt  aflafiinated  ; ' that  the  fufees, 
^munition,  and  arms  which  they  cai'ried 
I along 
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along  with  them  had  tempted  the  CalFres| 
and  that  this  was  fufficient  to  induce  that 
nation,  then  at  war,  in  want  of  every  thing 
ufeful  for  their  defence,  and  particularly  iron, 
to  commit  murder  : and  he  advifed  me  not 
to  fatigue  the  reft  of  my  troop  any  longer  ; 
for,  without  their  afliftance,  we  fhould  be  able 
neither  to  advance  nor  to  return. 

I was  perfedly  fenfible  of  the  force  of  this 
reafoning,  didated  by  the  fmcereft  concern 
for  my  perfon,  and  the  fafety  of  my  effeds, 
which  I Ihould  have  b en  obliged  to  leave 
behind  me  for  want  of  people  to  aflift  me  in 
tranfporting  them.  I was  almoft  on  the 
point  of  giving  way  to  the  advice  of  Klaas, 
and  of  renouncing  my  folemn  engagement  of 
not  quitting  Kocks-Kraal,  the  only  rendez- 
vous where  thefe  generous  envoys  could  meet 
their  mafter,  when  we  obferved  at  a diftance 
one  of  the  four  people  who  watched  my 
cattle  running  towards  my  camp,  feemingly 
alarmed  and  out  of  breath.  Having  told  me 
that  he  had  juft  feen,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  a confiderable  body  of  CafFres  who 
were  preparing  to  crofs  it,  this  information 
at  firft  ftruck  a great  terror  into  all  my  at- 
tendants j while  I alone,  ftill  flattered  with 

the 
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the  chimerical  hopes  of  again  feeing  my 
people  turned  the  whole  of  my  thoughts 
towards  them.  As  the  numerous  band  which 
had  been  announced  to  me  did  not  corref- 
pond  with  my  expeftations,  and  deftroyed 
the  whole  illufion,  I difpatched  four  fufileers, 
under  the  command  of  Klaas,  to  fearch  for 
my  oxen,  and  to  bring  them  all  to  my  camp  j 
dehring  him,  after  he  had  performed  this 
fervice,  to  examine  thefe  ftrangers,  without 
difcovering  himfelf,  to  learn  wdiether  they 
were  fo  numerous  as  I had  been  taught  to 
believe,  and  whether  any  thing  fufpicious 
appeared  in  their  behaviour.  I told  him 
alfo  to  watch  their  motions,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  judge  what  was  their 
intention;  and  I befides  ftriâily  enjoined  him 
that,  in  cafe  he  met  my  envoys,  he  fliould 
immediately  inform  me,  by  commanding  his 
people  to  difeharge  their  fufees  ; but,  if  the 
body  feen  were  Caffres,  to  place  himfelf  in 
ambufh,  and  to  difpatch  one  of  his  compa- 
nions to  my  camp.  Juft  as  he  was  depart- 
ing, the  whole  of  my  cattle  arrived,  with  the 
three  other  keepers;  who,  like  their  comrades, 
had  been  ftruck  with  great  terror. 

As  for  me,  I examined  all  my  arms,  and 
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èVdered  them  to  be  loaded,  though  I had  no 
ihtention  of  being  the  firft  to  commence  hof- 
tilities  : but,  as  I propofed  to  wait  refolutely 
for  the  enemy,  I was  determined  alfo  to  make 
every  refiftance  in  my  power;  and  it  was 
proper  that  I fliould  be  prepared  for  fuch  an 
event. 

I confefs  that  I was  not  free  from  uneafi- 
nefs:  not  that  I dreaded  the  event  of  the  battle, 
for  my  arms  gave  me  too  much  confidence 
in  my  fuperiority;  but  I fhould  have  been 
extremely  forry  to  have  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  engaging  before  we  had  come  to  an 
explanation.  By  fuch  a ftep  I fiiould  have 
ruined  all  my  hopes:  the  pacific  intentions 
which  I had  always  profefled,  and  which 
alone  could  have  entitled  me  to  the  privilege 
of  traverfing  all  Gaffraria  in  liberty  ; being 
belied  by  fuch  ads  of  hoftility,  I Ihould  have 
been  ranked  with  the  planters,  thofe  barba- 
rous aflafiins  of  the  favages,  and  mufi;  have 
been  confidered  as  an  enemy  whofe  whole 
caravan  deferved  to  be  exterminated. 

Whilft  I was  making  all  my  preparations, 
my  mind  was  agitated  by  a variety  of  reflect- 
tions  ; from  which  I was  however  fuddenly 
freed,  by  a difcliarge  that  was  a fignal  of  joy 
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to  my  whole  camp:  after  the  orders  I had 
given  to  Klaas,  no  doubt  was  entertained 
that  he  had  fallen  in  with  my  meflengers. 
Notwithftanding  this  favourable  appearance, 
my  people  were  not  yet  entirely  freed  from 
their  apprehenfions,  and  I found  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  calm  them  entirely.  The  three  keep- 
ers of  my  flocks,  above  all,  perfifted  to  af- 
firm, that  in  the  whole  troop  of  Caffres  they 
had  not  obferved  a Angle  Hottentot  ; and  thus 
fuddenly  paffing  from  hope  to  fear,  they 
wifhed  to  infmuate,  that  the  reports  which 
had  been  heard  were  too  evident  figns  that 
an  aâ;ion  had  taken  place,  and  that  Klaas  was 
engaged  with  the  enemy. 

At  the  turning  of  a little  hill  however, 
which  was  diftant  about  three  hundred  paces 
from  us,  1 faw  Klaas  himfelf  make  his  ap- 
pearance, but  alone.  By  the  help  of  my  fpy- 
glafs  I could  perfecSUy  diftinguifli  his  eafy 
carriage,  and  even  the  features  of  his  face, 
which  feemed  to  announce  nothing  alarming; 
but  I was  more  fully  convinced  when  I per- 
ceived, fome  minutes  after,  the  whple  troop 
advancing  the  fame  way,  in  good  order,  to- 
wards the  camp.  My  Hottentots,  mixed 
with  the  Caffres,  gave  .me  reafon  to  conclude 
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that  they  were  in  perfedl  harmony  with  one 
another;  and,  as  they  approached  nearer,  I 
diftinguifhed  Hans.  I then  ordered  all  the 
arms  to  be  laid  afide,  and  bid  my  people  ap-? 
pear  as  calm  and  ferenc  as  poffible. 

1 was  very  impatient  to  receive  my  depu- 
ties, and  to  learn  from  their  own  mouths 
what  rifques  I could  run  for  them  and  niyfelf 
without  danger.  I did  not  however  think 
proper  to  go  to  meet  them,  or  to  quit  my 
fmall  arfenal,  until  I had  heard  what  thefe 
travellers  had  to  relate.  When  the  CafFres 
found  themfelves  within  throw  of  an  alfagay, 
they  all  flopped;  and  Hans,  quitting  the  troop, 
came  ftraight  towards  me.  In  a few  words, 
he  told  me,  that  I was  at  liberty  to  purfue 
my  journey  into  Caffraria;  that  I Ihould  be 
expofed  to  no  rifque  ; that  I would  be  ref- 
peded  as  a friend  ; that  the  nation  he  had 
quitted  invited  me  in  the  moll  prelTing  man- 
ner not  to  put  off  the  time  any  longer,  and 
that  they  would  receive  me  with  pleafure  ; 
that  I might  judge  of  their  general  intentions 
by  thé  confidence  which  they  fhewed,  and 
by  the  liberty  which  feveral  of  them  had 
taken  to,  come  and  pay  me  a vifit  ; that  they 
offered  me  their  friendfliip,  and  requefted 
V 2 mine; 
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mine;  and,  in  a word,  that  they  had  quitted 
' their  own  country  on  the  aflurances  made  to 
them  tliat  I would  give  them  a favourable 
reception. 

With  regard  to  the  delay  which  had 
alarmed  us  fo  much,  Hans  informed  me  that, 
when  he  arrived  among  the  Caffres,  he  could 
not  find  king  Pharoo,  who  had  retired  to  the 
diftance  of  thirty  leagues  from  the  ufual 
place  of  his  refidence:  that  after  waiting 
fome  time  in  hopes  of  feeing  him  return, 
fearing  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  accom- 
piilh  the  bufinefs  for  which  he  was  fent,  he 
had  refolved  to  go  in  fearch  of  him;  but 
learning  from  a new  horde  that  the  chief 
liad  again  fet  out,  and  that  no  one  knew 
what  route  he  would  purfue,  or  how  long 
he  would  be  abfent,  lie  had  defifled  from 
this  attempt.  ' Some  believed  that  the  prince 
was  gone  towards  the  colonies  ; and  others 
that  he  intended  to  vifit  the  'Tambouchis^  a 
nation  bordering  on  Caffraria,  with  whom 
they  carried  on  a trade  for  iron  and  arms. 
He  added,  that  finding  it  impolfible  to  exe- 
cute my  orders,  and  not  knowing  what 
courfe  to  purfue,  he  thought  it  would  be 
beft  to  return,  and  bring  back  my  two  Hot- 
tentots ; 
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teiitots;  but  that,  from  the  favourable  ac- 
counts which  he  had  given  of  my  character, 
and  pacific  difpofition,  feveral  of  the  Caffres 
offered  of  their  own  accord  to  accompany 
him,  and  in  their  turn  to  come  as  a depu- 
tation, to  affure  me  of  the  general  good- 
will which  the  whole  inhabitants  bore  to- 
waids  me  j and  that,  being  fully  convinced 
I was  not  a Dutch  planter,  they  would  re- 
ceive me  as  a friend,  and  even  as  a proted;or. 

Thefe  Caffres  trufted  that  I would  enable 
them  to  be  revenged  on  a certain  planter  of 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte,  againff;  whom  they  had 
difinal  complaints  to  make,  and  whofe  name 
alone  infpired  them  with  horror.  I indeed 
afterwards  received  fome  details  refpeO;ing 
the  life  of  this  wretch,  and  particular  con- 
fiderations  prevent  me  from  here  expofing 
his  name  ; but  the  crimes  which  have  ren- 
dered him  a monfter  are  not  unknown  to  ^ 
any  inhabitant  of  the  Cape.  In  vain  has 
the  government  repeatedly  fummoned  him 
to  appear  at  its  tribunal,  to  anfwer  fpr  his 
conduiflj  entrenched  in  territories  "where 
the  laws  are  inadive,  and  without  force,  the 
orders  of  the  governor,  the  threats  of  hjs 
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fubalterns,  and  all  their  decrees,  are  to  him 
only  fignals  for  committing  frefh  crimes. 

Without  entering  further  into  converfa- 
tion,  or  afking  more  queflions,  which  would 
have  been  unfeafonable,  I gave  permdffion  to 
the  CafFres  to  advance.  Hans  therefore 
made  a lign  to  them  with  his  hand,  and  in 
a moment  I found  myfelf  furrounded.  With- 
out comprehending  my  envoys,'  there  were 
in  all  nineteen  men,  hve  women,  and  two 
young  children.  They  faluted  me,  one  after 
the  other,  by  the  word  tabe^  which  I knew 
as  well  as  they,  and  which  was  all  the  an- 
fwer  I made  to  their  compliments  ; but  I 
underftood  very  little  of  their  language.  In 
their  pronunciation  they  did  not  employ 
that  clapping  ufed  by  the  Hottentots;  but 
what  fhewed  their  difference  from  the  Go- 
naquas  moft  fenfibly,  was  their  manner  of 
faluting.  They  all  fpoke  together,  and  with 
a precipitation  and  volubility  which  appeared 
to  me  fo  much  the  ftranger,  as  I had  been  for 
almoft  a year  accuftomed  to  the  flow  manner 
of  my  indolent  Hottentots.  I could  not 
conceive  to  what  caufe  this  confufed  noife 
which  buzzed  in  my  ears  was  to  be  imputed  ; 

and 
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and  I lofl;  all  patience,  becaufe  I could  not 
catch  any  diftinâ;  found. 

Though  I could  not  comprehend  what 
thefe  CafFres  faid  to  one  another,  I obferved 
that  their  attention  was  very  much  engaged, 
either  with  my  camp,  my  perfon,  or  my 
people,  and  their  different  motions.  Their 
eyes  roved  with  rapidity  from  one  objed  to 
another;  and  eyery  thing  in  turns  ftruck 
them  with  furprife.  I have  fomewhere’  read 
that  aftonifhment  indicates  ignorance;  but 
ignorance  does  not  prove  want  of  abilities. 
This  refledtion  may  be  applied  to  the  CafFres, 
for  undoubtedly  they  cannot  be  accufed  of 
ftupidity  ; and  between  them  and  the  Hot- 
tentots there  is  a vaft  diftance,  in  refpedl  to 
ingenuity  and  induftry.  Hans  had  boafted 
much  to  them  of  my  double-barrelled  fuzees 
and  piftols  ; and  from  his  account  they  were 
inclined  to  confider  my  arms  as  wonderful 
things.  One  of  them,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  reft,  having  afked  permiflion  to  fee  them, 
I ordered  them  to  be  brought  forth  ; and  I 
fhewed  them  to  them  without  manifefting 
the  leaft  fufpicion.  Being  handed  about 
from  one  to  another,  they  were  examined 
and  turned  over  with  the  moft  minute  at- 
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tention  ; but  their  eager  curiofity  required 
fomething  more.  This  I expedted,  and  I luck- 
ily had  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  them, 
Obferving  two  fwallows  cleaving  the  air  be- 
fore me,  I fired  at  them,  and  they  fell  at  the 
diftance  of  a fe\v  paces  from  us.  This  hid- 
den adtion,  performed  with  the  utmofi;  coin- 
pofure,  redoubled  their  aftonifiiment  ; and 
they  knew  not  which  moft  to  admire,  the 
arms,  or  the  perfon  who  ufed  them.  It  is 
certain  that  this  lucky  ftroke,  which  might 
not  have  fucceeded,  infpired  them  with  the 
higheft  idea  of  my  fkill  ; and  I took  advan- 
tage of  it  to  imprefs  them  with  a deeper 
fenfe  of  my  fuperiority.  I afked  them,  by 
figns,  Vv^hether  they  could  do  the  fame  with 
their  alfagays  ; but  they  fhook  their  heads 
with  a fmiie,  and  gave  me  to  underftand, 
that  with  thefe  weapons  it  was  impoffible  to 
kill  a bird  flying.  One  of  them,  however, 
rifing  up,  pointed  tu  my  flheep,  which  were 
feeding  at  fome  diftance,  and  fignified  that 
he  and  his  companions  could  ftrike  them 
running,  as  well  as  other  quadrupèdes,  whe- 
ther of  greater  or  lefs  fize.  Hans  then  pre- 
fented  to  me  a young  Caffire,  who  was  per- 
fedtly  well  formed,  and  whpfe  perfon  immc-; 
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diately  prepoflefTed  me  in  his  favour.  Before 
this  period  I had  never  feen  any  of  thefe  ' 
people  but,  as  one  may  fay,  in  a rude  Hate. 

I however  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  con- 
templating this  youth  ; and  his  companions 
affured  me  that  he  was  confidered  in  the 
country  as  one  of  thofe  who  were  moft  expert 
in  throwing  the  alfagay  and  the  Ihort  club*  ; 
and  that  his  dexterity  in  this  refpedf  had 
acquired  him  great  reputation.  I had  heard 
fo  much  of  the  Caffres,  and  of  their  formic 
dable  arms,  that  I eagerly  embraced  this  op- 
portunity of  being  convinced,  by  my  own 
eyes,  what  a young  Caffre  could  do  who 
was  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  who 
boafted  of  his  Ikill  with  fo  much  fimpli- 
city.  As  it  was  near  dinner  time,  and 
as  I propofed  to  regale  all  thefe  people,  as 
well  as  my  own,  I fent  for  a fheep  ; and 
pointing  to  it  with  my  finger,  I gave  the 
youth  permiflion  to  take  aim  at  it.  In  his 
left  hand  he  held  five  alfagays,  one  of  which, 

* A kind  df  weapon  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  -as  the 
2-flagay.  J have  a fmall  and  a large  one  in  my  co^ 
le£tion. 
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at  my  defire,  he  grafped  in  his  right  ; and 
the  fheep,  being  let  loofe,  began  to  run  to- 
wards the  flock.  In  the  mean  time  he 
brandifhed  his  aflTagay  with  force;  darted 
forward  by  four  or  five  rapid  leaps,  and  hav- 
ing difcharged  the  weapon,  it  flew  through 
the  air  with  a whizzing  noife,  and  pierced 
the  fides  of  the  animal  ; which  ftaggered, 
and  dropped  down  dead  on  the  fpot. 

On  this  occafion  I could  not  conceal  my 
joy  and  my  furprife.  So  much  fkill  and 
Rrength,  added  to  gracefulnefs,  excited 
the  admiration  of  all  my  people.  Vanity  is 
an  univerfal  paflion  ; but  it  is  modified  ac- 
cording to  manners  and  climates.  In  Eu- 
rope it  fparkles  in  the  eyes  and  in  every 
feature  of  a beautiful  woman,  and  infpires 
her  with  haughtinefs  ; it  is  the  foul  of  ta- 
lents, and  gives  birth  to  mafterpieces  of 
every  kind  ; it  conceals  itfelf  even  under  the 
coarfell  attire  and  rags.  In  Africa,  a favage 
cannot  hide  it:  the  teftimonies  of  approba- 
tion which  we  all  bellowed  upon  my  young 
Caflre,  elevated  his  looks,  and  made  the 
mufcles  of  his  face  expand.  Proud  of  fuch 
a triumph,  and  of  my  applaufes,  his  feet  no 
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longer  touched  the  earth;  he  meafured  my 
height,  flood  clofe  by  my  fide,  and  feemed 
to  fay,  In  what  am  I inferior  to  you  ? 

His  own  countrymen  were  no  lefs  charm- 
ed  wnth  his  fuccefs  : they  fixed  their  eyes  I 
upon  me,  and  endeavoured  to  difcovcr  by  my 
looks  what  effet^  this  fpecimen  of  fkill  had 
produced  in  my  mind. 

I had  afterwards  feveral  opportunities  of 
obferving,  that  thefe  people  want  nothing 
but  an  able  chief  at  their  head,  and  good  or- 
der eflablifhed  among  them,  to  deftroy  the 
Hottentot  nation,  and  all  the  colonics;  but 
the  fiiperiority  of  our  arms  will  render  their 
courage  and  dexterity  of  no  avail,  whilft  they 
have  no  other  weapons  for  their  defence  but 
affagays, 

After  drawing  his  lance  from  the  body  of 
the  animal,  the  young  CafFre  ftruck  the  iron 
point  of  it  feveral  times  into  the  fand,  and 
carefully  wiped  it  with  â handful  of  grafs. 

I was  extremely  forry  that  I could  not  ex- 
plain myfelf  properly  to  thefe  flrangers  ; the 
. length  of  time  required  for  interpretation, 
and  perhaps  the  narrow  conception  of  the 
intErpreteij  excited  my  impatience  to  fuch  a 
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degree  thnt  I could  fcarcely  contain  it.  On 
tlie  other  hand,  being  more  open  and  lively 
than  the  Hottentots,  and  having  in  their  cha- 
radler  nothing  approaching  to  their  taciturnity, 
^ thefe  people  gained  upon  me  in  volubility  ; 
and  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  I had  done 
nothing  but  return  anfwers  to  thofe  queftions 
with  which  their  curiofity  continually  teazed 
me.  As  I vyilhed  rather  to  be  informed  than 
to  inform,  I flattered  myfelf  with  the  hopes 
of  feeing  their  volubility  of  words  and  .con- 
fufed  geftures  fopn  at  an  end  ; and  that  at 
length  I alfo  fhould  have  my  turn,  when 
their  .firft  eifervefcence  had  fubfidcd. 

More  provident  than  the  Hottentots,  and 
truhing  lefs  to  chance  for  their  fubfiftence,  they 
îiad  not  fet  out,  as  we  commonly  fay,  with- 
out full  pockets.  They  had  brought  along 
with  them  feveral  oxen  intended  for  provi- 
sion, and  four  more  to  carry  their  baggage. 
Nor  had  they  forgot  thofe  beautiful  bafkets 
which  I had  admired  fo  much  among  the 
Gonaquas;  and  which  they  propofed  to  ex- 
change by  the  way,  or  with  us,  on  very  ad- 
vantageous terms.  They  had  alfo  fome 
cows  with  their  calves  ; fo  that  this  caravan 
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had  an  air  of  wealth  and  opulence  which  one 
could  not  expedt  to  find  in  the  difmal  valleys 
of  Savoy. 

I marked  out,  at  fome  diftance  from  my 
camp,  the  precife  fpot  where  I whhed  them 
to  lodge  ; and  being  more  fortunate  or  better 
obeyed  than  Idomeneus,  when  he  built  the 
city  of  Salentum,  in  the  fpace  of  a few  mi- 
nutes I faw  a fmall  colony  rifing  before  me. 

When  our  fires  were  kindled,  the  fheep 
was  cut  into  pieces  and  roafted  ; and  in  a 
little  time  nothing  remained  of  it  but  the 
Ikin.  I was  not  ignorant  how  powerful  an 
agent  intereft  is  to  move  all  men,  and  how 
much  it  tends  to  difpofe  them  to  benevolence. 
Tn  my  prefent  fituation  I put  in  praâ:ice 
this  principle,  which  had  fo  often  fucceeded 
with  me  before.  Being  defirous  of  gaining 
over  thefe  Caifres  as  I had  gained  the  firft 
favages  I met  with,  and  particularly  the  Go- 
naquas,  I diftributed  among  my  guefts  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  toys,  and  a certain  quantity 
of  tobacco.  They  received  my  prefents  with 
great  fatisfaâiion,  and  each  immediately  be- 
gan to  ufe  them. 

But  what  chiefly  engaged  their  attention, 
and  what  they  would  have  gladly  pilfered 
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from me,wasiron.  They  devouredit  with  their 
eyes,  extolling  it  highly,  and  feeming  to  value 
It  above  every  thing  elfe.  Happening  to  fee 
fome  hatchets,  pick-axes,  large  augers,  and 
utenfils  of  every  kind,  which  were  behind 
my  waggons,  they  coveted  them  with  a fort 
of  impatience,  and  only  wanted  an  opportuni- 
ty to  lay  their  hands  upon  them.  I however 
well  knew  in  what  manner  favages  ought  to 
be  treated  ; and  I was  fo  little  afraid  of  them, 
that,  even  if  I had  not  been  fo  well  armed,  I 
fhould  have  willingly  given  up  thefe  objets 
to  them;  but,  as  I carried  along  with  me  fo 
many  implements,  they  were  become  fo  in- 
difpenfably  necelTary,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  me  to  be  generous,  and  facrifice  them. 
Neverthelefs,  in  order  that  I might  deftroy 
their  defire,  or  at  leaft  weaken  its  ardour, 
fince  I could  not  deprive  them  of  a know- 
ledge of  thefe  valuable  utenfils,  I ordered 
them  to  be  carefully  concealed.  From  what 
I , had  learned  of  the  embarraffment  under 
which  thefe  favages  were  with  refpeû  to 
their  arms,  I found  that  it  was  indeed  dan- 
gerous to  expofe  them  to  temptation  any 
longer,  as  it  might  induce  them  to  form  re- 
folutions  prejudicial  to  my  repofe,  and  to  get 
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pofleflion  of  thofe  articles  by  ftratagem,  if 
they  could  not  by  open  force.  Such  in  gene- 
ral is  the  charader  of  the  real  favage,  and 
fuch  is  nature.  No  one  has  a right  to  retain 
that  which  belongs  to  all,  and  the  lead:  ine- 
quality would  be  a fource  of  the  greateft 
misfortunes.  Whoever  has  read  Captain  Cookes 
Voyages  to  the  South  Seas,  muft  have  remarked 
that  this  navigator  and  his  crew  never  landed 
without  fuftaining  fome  lofs  ; the  iflanders 
robbed  them  even  in  their  veflel,  carried 
away  the  arms  of  thofe  who  werfe  fent  out  ' 
on  hunting  parties,  and  dole  the  failors 
clothes,  &c.  Dr.  Forfter  informs  us  that 
Dr.  Sparmann,  after  being  robbed  of  his 
fword,  loft  alfo  in  the  fame  excurfion  two- 
thirds  of  his  clothes.  The  Caftres  and  the 
Hottentots  have  not  yet  attained  to  that  de- 
gree of  dexterity  ; but  they  are  not  entirely 
free  from  blame  in  this  refped.  To  live  on 
friendly  terms  with  them,  people  muft  wink 
at  many  petty  lofles,  or  lock  up  their  pro- 
perty carefully. 

I had  a convincing  proof  of  the  prefting 
neceflity  under  which  the  CafFres  were  of 
procuring  iron.  I blamed  myfelf  for  having 
made  them  advance  perhaps  too  foon,  and 
2 for 
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for  not  havipg  taken  ptoper  precautions; 
I hoxvever  followed  thenij  and  gave  orders 
that  they  fliould  be  narrowly  watched  j 
and  both  I and  Klaas  perceived,  though  not 
without  uneafmefs,  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  converfed  together,  and'  meafured  the 
length  and  thicknefs  of  the  bands  that  fur- 
rounded  the  wheels  of  my  carriages,  how 
much  delighted  they  were  with  this  treafure. 
Had  thefe  people  been  able  to  read,  and  had 
they  found  in  certain  books,  replete  with  ex- 
cellent morality,  which  are  common  in  the 
hands  of  our  ladies  of  fafhion,  that  the  fim- 
pleft  means  of  refilling  temptation  is  to  yield 
to  it — this  maxim,  which  is  rather  too  phi- 
lofophical,  would  not  have  been  confidered 
by  the  CafFres  as  a pleafantry,  much  lefs  as 
an  abfurdity,  and  my  ruin  would  have  been 
unavoidable. 

I 

The  jealous  and  fufpicioUs  eyes  of  my 
Hottentots  were  however  ftill  attentive  to 
every  thing  that  palTed;  and,  as  if  my  own 
remarks  had  not  been  fufficient,  they  came 
every  moment  to  add  theirs,  and  to  enter- 
tain me  with  fome  new  fcene.  I eafily  guelT- 
ed  their  motives,  for  I every  moment  faw  a 
fpirit  of  difcord  fomenting  among!!  them: 
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and  it  was  then  that,  taking  the  whole  blame, 
I juftly  reproached  myfelf  for  occafioning 
the  fenfible  coolnefs  I remarked  among  my 
people,  which  my  too  great  precipitation 
had  given  rife  to  ; and  I regretted  that  I 
had  very  unfeafonably  flopped  at  Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte,  to  folicit  the  affiftance  of  all  the 
planters,  who  by  their  fpeeches  frightened 
my  people,  and  diflurbed  the  harmony  of 
my  caravan  : fo  true  it  is  that  the  fuccefs  of 
every  enterprife  depends  upon  fecrecy. 

At  this  time  I indeed  faw  nothing  to 
alarm  me  : for  we  had  too  great  a fuperio- 
rity  over  our  guefts,  both  in  ftrength  and  in 
arms,  had  it  been  necelTary  to  have  recourfe  to 
violence,  the  laft  means  which  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed with  favages.  I had  no  occafion  to  be 
apprehenhve  of  any  furprife  on  their  part,  as 
the  fpot  I had  affigned  them  was  fo  fituated 
that  the  fmalleft  attempt  would  have  occa- 
fioned  their  deftruélion  ; but  this  did  not 
prevent  me  from  redoubling  my  precautions 
and  feverity,  both  to  keep  my  people  to  their 
duty,  and  to  convince  my  guefts  that  they 
could  neither  attack  me  openly,  nor  by  ftra- 
tagem,  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs.  If  I ex- 
cept two  of  my  chaffeurs  whom  I every  day 
VoL.  II.  N fgnt- 
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fent  to  procure  provifions,  and  four  other 
people  who  guarded  my  cattle  at  pafture, 
there  was  not  one  of  them  that  ever  went 
out  of  my  fight.  As  for  me,  I remained  con- 
tinually in  my  camp,  where  I fpent  whole 
• days  in  converfing  with  the  Cafifes,  and  in 
making  an  interpreter  explain  their  anfwers 
to  thofe  queftions  which  I every  moment  put 
to  them,  from  a defire  of  being  inftrud;ed, 
and  receiving  certain  information  refpe£ting 
this  nation,  ftill  lefs  known  than  that  of  the 
Hottentots.  Our  mutual  embarralTment,  and 
the  difficulty  of  tranflating  our  different  ex- 
preffions,  wafted,  I muft  own,  a great  deal 
of  time.  The  knowledge  1 acquired  every 
day  came  fo  flowly,  and  amounted  to  fo 
little,  that  I fpent  a whole  week  in  thefe  la- 
borious converfations  : but  finding  at  length 
nothing  but  affability  and  probity  amongft 
them,  and  being  convinced  that  they  a6ted 
fincerely  and  without  deceit,  I was  under 
inuch  lefs  reftralnt  : I laid  afide  fome  of  my 
referye,  and  obliged  all  my  people  to  be  per- 
fedlly  eafy  amongft  them. 

In  a little  time,  a better  acquaintance  with 
their  language  rendered  our  converfations 
much  more  interefting  : I began  to  make  my- 
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felf  underftood,  and  I comprehended  much 
better  what  they  faid  to  me. 

They  were  continually  importuning  me  to 
follow  them  to  tlieir  country,  and  they  twen- 
ty times  repeated  all  thofe  inducements  which 
my  interpreter  had  mentioned  on  his  arrival. 
I was  indeed  too  much  inclined' to  liften  to 
thefe  reducing  invitations  ; but  it  never  was  my 
intention  to  fet  out  with  them  ; the  reafon  of 
this  will  be  feen  hereafter.  I therefore  beg- 
ged to  be  excufcd,  telling  them  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  me  to  get  ready  fo  foon  as 
they  wilhed  ; and  then  examining  them  all 
in  the  ftridefl  manner,  I added,  that,  not 
being  acquainted  with  their  country  myfelf, 

I had  been  told  that  it  was  filled  with  moun- 
tains and  woods,  difficult  to  be  pafTed,  and 
that  on  this  account  I could  not  carry  my 
oxen  and  carriages  along  with  me.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  very  little  affedled  with  this  de- 
claration ; and  from  the  pleafure  which  they 
feemed  to  teftify  on  my  promifing  foon  to  pay 
them  a vifit,  I judged  that  they  had  no  great 
hopes  of  getting  polfeffion  of  my  large  pick- 
axes,  and  the  iron  that  furrounded  the  w^heels 
of  my  waggons. 

In  proportion,  how^ever,  as  I exprefied 
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my  friendfhip  towards  them,  and  made  them 
promifes,  I obferved  their  vengeance  kindle 
up  in  their  countenances,  and  that  they 
feemed  to  place  their  only  hopes  of  fafety 
in  me.  They  held  many  conferences,  prelTed 
clofe  one  to  another,  and  fufficiently  {hewed 
by  their  geftiires  the  high  opinion  which 
they  had  formed  of  my  ftrength,  and  of  my 
fincere  defire  to  ferve  them.  The  name  of 
the  ferocious  «inhabitant  of  Bruyntjes-Hoogte 
was  continually  in  their  mouths  ; and  one 
of  them,  fliaking  his  head  through  fpite  and 
rage,  told  me  that,  among  other  victims,  his 
wife  ready  to  lie-in,  and  two  children,  had 
been  butchered  by  the  hand  of  this  planter  ; 
and  that  a thirft  of  blood  had  hurried  him  to 
this  crime,  merely  from  a pleafure  of  com- 
mitting it.  However  {hocking  the  following 
anecdote  may  appear,  I muft  give  it  a place 
here,  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  it  was 
told  me,  and  as  it  has  been  fmce  certified  to 
me  more  than  twenty  times. 

At  a time  when  the  planters  and  the  Caf- 
fres  lived  on  good  terms  together,  and  had 
no  reafon  to  fear  or  to  perfecute  each  other, 
the  tiger  of  Bruyntjes-EIoogte,  who  was  dii- 
concerted  by  this  harmony,  and  who  could 
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not  be  happy  except  when  /furrounded  by 
carnage  and  flaughter,  in^  hopes  of  ftirring 
up  the  flames  of  war,  and  reviving  ancient 
quarrels,  thought  proper  to  procure  from  the 
town  a few  gun-barrels,  which  were  of  no 
more  value  than  old  iron.  Having  eaflly  found 
means  to  exchange  them  with  the  Caffres,  who 
are  always  in  want  of  fuch  things,  before  he 
delivered  them  he  fpiked  up  the  touch-holes, 
put  a double  charge  of  powder  into  each  of 
them,  and  filled  them  with  nails  and  pieces  of 
iron,  which  he  rammed  into  them  up  to  the 
mouth.  The  unhappy  favages,  who  were 
not  acquainted  with  fire-arms  but  from  their 
effeiTs,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  their  me-^ 
chanifm,  carried  home  their  barrels,  and  pre- 
pared to  form  them  into  alTagays.  The  fires 
being  kindled,  and  the  fatal  barrels  put  into 
them,  as  foon  as  they  grew  hot  the  powder 
took  fire,  and  produced  a dreadful  explofion, 
which  in  a moment  fcattered  the  immefife 
furnace,  the  workmen,  and  their  inftruments; 
and  even  wounded  a great  many  who  flood 
at  a confiderable  diftance.  One  of  them  who 
told  me  this  circumftance,  of  which  the 
whole  horde  were  witneffes,  made  me  count 
the  wounds  fie  received  by  this  tragical  ex- 
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périment,  and  the  indelible  fcars  with  which 
his  whole  body  was  covered. 

One  anecdote  of  this  nature  is  fufficient  t6 
juftify  the  implacable  hatred  which  rages  iu 
the  rankled  breafts  of  the  Calfres  ; and  which 
we  may  even  fay  that  they  britig  into  the 
world  with  them.  Why,  therefore,  fhould 
we  confider  as  the  effects  of  a difpofitiôn 
naturally  ferocious,  thcfe  luddeft  and  unex- 
pected attacks,  which  are  only  at  bottom 
juft  repi'ifals  ? Nature  has  not  been  more 
a ftep-mother  to  the  Caffres  than  tO  any 
other  favage  nation  ; all  equally  revolt  at  in- 
juftice  and  tyranny  ; and  the  calmeft  and 
moft  peaceable  beings  that  we  know,  the 
Caribs  of  the  fouthern  coalls  of  America,  arc 
transformed  into  furious  lions,  if  any  incon- 
fiderate  invader  only  dares  to  attack  them  in 
their  humble  retreats. 

If  the  Caffres,  when  oppreffed  by  perfe~ 
cution,  and  continually  plundered  and  ha- 
rafled,  have  been  induced  to  commit  aCts  of 
cruelty  ; if  their  plans  for  being'  revenged 
have  fometimes  fucceeded  ; and  if  they  have 
trod  down  and  deftroyed  crops,  burnt  plan- 
tations, and  maffacred  the  proprietors,  the 
white  people  lent  them  their  fury,  by  giv-, 
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îng  them  examples  of  the  moil:  horrid  out- 
rages. 

The  hatred  of  the  CalFres  is  ftill  unfortu- 
nately extended  to  a part  of  the  Hottentots, 
whom  the  Infidious  and  treacherous  policy 
of  the  planters  has  perverted,  and  engaged 
in  their  confpiracies,  in  order  to  leffen 
thofe  rifques  to  which  the  method  necef- 
fary  to  be  purfued  with  the  Caifres  ex- 
pofes  them,  and  to  be  able  to  meet  them 
upon  an  equal  footing.  Thefe  precautions, 
however,  are  often  of  no  avail  againft  the 
addrefs  and  adtive.  vigilance  of  the  enemy. 
The  Hottentot,  too  timid,  and  too  badly 
armed,  to  fhew  himfelf  openly,  depends 
much  upon  ftratagem  : taking  upon  himfelf 
the  office  of  fpy,  he  filently  reconnoitres  the 
ports  occupied  by  the  adverfe  party  ; and, 
above  all,  thofe  where  their  treafures  are  .de- 
pofited.  But  the  piercing  eye  of  the  Caffre 
foon  difcovers  his  fecret  motions  ; and  dart- 
ing upon  the  fpy  like  an  arrow,  he  inrtantly 
facrifices  him  to  his  vengeance. 

By  rtudying  this  nation,  fo  much  afperfed, 
every  day  more  and  more,  I began  to  enter- 
tain a no  lefs  favourable  opinion  of  them 
than  I did  of  that  of  the  Hottentots  ; and 
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from  my  own  principles,  and  manner  of  be- 
having to  the  favages,  I could  not  allow  my- 
felf  to  think  that  I was  in  any  danger  from 
either  of  them.  My  hours,  the  pleafures  and 
occupations  of  which  I continually  varied, 
rolled  on  like  the  paft,  without  trouble  and 
without  uneafmefs.  I had  begun  my  hunt- 
ing excurfions,  and  my  guefts  followed  me 
in  turns  ; but  I chofe  to  be  accompanied,  in 
preference  to  any  other,  by  my  young  Caffre, 
who  afforded  me  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing 
fometimes  a gnou  fall  by  his  hand,  and 
fometimes  other  animals,  which  lie  killed 
with  his  formidable  alfagay  with  as  much 
dexterity  as  he  had  fliewn  in  piercing  the 
flieep.  In  one  of  our  hunting  parties  he  af- 
fifted  me  to  kill  a male  hippopotamus  of  an 
extraordinary  fize  ; it  was  the  only  one  we 
had  met  with,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  to  be 
found  in  the  compafs  of  ten  miles  ; the  bring 
of  our  fufees,  which  thundered  on  all  fides 
from  morning  till  night,  had  undoubtedly 
frightened  all  the  refl.  I did  nor  find  in 
this  one  that  flavour  which  had  given  me  fo 
much  pleafure  in  the  firft  female  I killed. 
My  people  pretended  that  it  was  too  old  ; and 
that,  belides,  a female  was  always  fuperior  içi 
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delicacy.  Its  fat  had  a more  folid  confift* 
ence,  but  it  was  not  fo  thick  as  that  of  the 
females,  which  differs  in  nothing  from  what 
we  call  in  France faU  ; but,  above  all,  it 
was  difguftingly  rancid,  except  for  the  palate 
of  a Hottentot.  The  Caffres,  who  are  not  fo 
fond  of  greafe  as  the  Flottentots,  fet  no  great 
value  upon  it,  and  preferred  the  flefh  of  their 
oxen.  Even  the  fheep  did  not  tempt  them  ; 
and  this  may  fufficiently  account  for  their 
never  breeding  any  of  thefe  animals. 

I had  not  yet  taken  a near  view  of  the 
horned  cattle  which  they  brought  along  with 
them,  becaufe  at  break  of  day  they  ftrayed 
to  the  thickets  and  paftures,  and  were  not 
brought  back  by  their  keepers  till  the  even- 
ing. One  day,  however,  having  repaired  to 
their  kraal  very  early,  I was  much  furprifed 
when  I hrft  beheld  one  of  thefe  animals.  I 
fcarcelv  knew  them  to  be  oxen  and  cows  : 
not  on  account  of  their  being  much  fmaller 
than  ours,  fmce  1 obferved  in  them  the  fame 
form,  and  the  fame  fundamental  eharad:erif* 
tics,  in  which  I could  not  be  deceived  ; but 
on  account  of  the  multiplicity  of  their  horns, 
and  the  variety  of  their  different  twiftings. 
They  had  a great  refemblance  to  thole  ma- 
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rlne  procludions,  known  by  naturalifts  under 
the  name  of fiags  horns.  Being  at  this  time 
perfuaded  that  thefe  concretions,  of  which  I 
had  no  idea,  were  a peculiar  prefent  of  na- 
ture, I confidered  the  Caffre  oxen  as  a va- 
riety of  the  fpecies  : but  I was  undeceived  by 
my  giiefts,  who  informed  me  that  this  An- 
gularity was  only  the  effedt  of  their  inven- 
tion and  tafte  ; and  that,  by  means  of  a pro- 
refs  with  which  they  were  well  acquainted, 
they  could  not  only  multiply  thefe  horns, 
but  alfo  give  them  any  forms  that  their  ima- 
gination might  fuggeft.  Having  offered  to 
exhibit  their  Ikill  in  my  prefence,  if  I had 
any  defire  of  learning  their  method,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  fo  nev/  and  uncommon,  that  I 
was  willing  to  ferve  an  apprenticelhip  ; and 
for  feveral  days  I attended  a regular  courfe 
of  leffons  on  this  fubjedl. 

They  take  the  animal  at  as  tender  an  age 
aspoffible;  and,  when  the  horns  begin  to  ap- 
pear, they  make  a fmall  vertical  incifion  in 
them  with  a law,  or  with  any  other  inftru- 
ment  that  may  be  fubftituted  for  it,  and  di- 
vide them  into  two  parts.  This  divifion 
makes  the  horns,  yet  tender,  feparate  of 
tJiemfelves  ; fo  that  in  time  the  animal  has 
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four  very  diftinâ:  ones.  If  they  wl(h  to 
have  fix,  or  even  more,  feveral  notches  made 
with  the  faw  produce  as  many  as  may  be  re- 
quired : but  if  they  are  defirous  of  forcing 
one  of  thefe  divifions,  or  the  whole  horn,  to 
form,  for  example,  a complete  circle,  they 
cut  away  from  the  point,  which  mufl:  not  be  * 
hurt,  a fmall  part  of  its  thicknefs  ; and  this 
amputation,  often  renewed,  and  with  much 
patience,  makes  the  horn  bend  in  a contrary 
diredlion  ; and  the  point  meeting  the  root, 
it  exhibits  the  appearance  of  a perfedl  circle. 
As  it  is  certain  that  incifion  always  caiifes 
a greater  or  lefs  degree  of  bending,  it  may 
be  readily  conceived  that  every  variation  that 
caprice  can  imagine  may  be  produced  by 
this  fimple  method. 

In  fliort,  one  muft  be  born  a Caffre,  and 
have  his  tafte  and  patience,  to  fubmit  to  that 
minute  care  and  unwearied  attention  required 
for  this  operation,  which  in  this  country  can 
only  be  ufelefs,  but  which  in  other  climates 
would  be  hurtful  : for  the  horn,  thus  disfi- 
gured, would  become  weak  ; whereas,  when 
preferved  ftrong  and  entire,  it  keeps  at  a dif- 
tance  the  famifhed  bears  and  wolves  of  Eu- 
rope. 
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Whilft  I was  among  the  Caffres,  furveymg 
their  oxen  and  iitenfils,  and  harafTing  them 
with  queflions  refpecfting  their  country,  their 
manners,  and  their  cuftoms,  my  attention 
was  attracted  by  a hollow  noife  which  feemed 
to  proceed  from  a great  diftance,  and  which 
ftruck  my  ear  at  certain  intervals.  Having 
afked  them  what  it  was,  and  whether  they 
heard  it  as  well  as  I,  they  informed  me  that 
three  or  four  of  their  companions  were  em- 
ployed at  the  bottom  of  a fmall  rock,  which 
they  had  difcovered  in  the  neighbourhood, 
in  forging  fome  arms  from  bits  of  old  iron 
they  had  brought  with  them,  or  procured  in 
exchange  by  the  way.  Being  equally  anxious 
to  know  whether  they  had  not  hole  fome  of 
my  utenfils,  as  curious  to  learn  their  manner 
of  proceeding  in  an  operation  fo  difficult  for 
favages,  deftitute.  of  even  the  fimpleft  tools, 
1 prevailed  on  two  of  them  to  leave  the  reft, 
and  to  condudl  me  to  the  forge.  As  this,  un- 
expected vifit,  which  furnifhed  me  with  aq 
opportunity  of  giving  thefe  people  fome 
information  refpeCting  the  firft  mechanifin 
of  a forge,  of  which  they  had  little  idea, 
may  have  been  attended  with  very  import- 
ant confeqiiences,  I muft  not  omit  the  leaft. 
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cîrcumftance  of  a fcene,  which  was  equally 
new  to  me  as  well  as  to  thefe  favages. 

The  CafFres  forge  and  fabricate  their  own 
alTagays  ; but,  as  they  are  not  acquainted  With 
any  of  the  properties  of  iron  except  its  mal- 
leability, their  art  does  not  extend  fo  far  as 
to  caft  it  ; and  on  this  account  they  muft 
have  that  which  has  been  already  wrought. 
They  are  wonderfully  expert  in  applying  to 
their  own  purpofes  old  gun  barrels,  hoops, 
and  other  pieces  of  iron.  Their  aflagays  are 
of  two  kinds  : in  one  the  handle  is  entirely 
of  iron,  and  perfedtly  round  j the  other, 

^ t ' 

which  is  more  fkilfully,  I ought  rather  to 
fay  cruelly,  formed,  has  a fquare  handle,  and 
two  of  the  angles  are  full  of  notches  inclin- 
ing downwards,  whilft  thofe  of  the  two  al- 
ternate ones  incline  in  a contrary  diredion  ; 
which  occafions  a dreadful  laceration  in  the 
flefh,  whether  they  enter  the  body  or  are  ex- 
tradled  from  it.  Their  patience  cannot  fail 
to  excite  admiration,  when  one  thinks  that 
with  a block  of  granite,  or  even  common 
rock,  which  ferves  them  for  an  anvil,  and 
a piece  of  the  fame  fubftance  for  a hammer, 
they  fabricate  arms  as  well  finifhed  as  if  they 
had  come  from  the  hands  of  the  moll  Ikil- 
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fui  artlft.  I defy  any  blackfmith,  notwith- 
ftandlng  all  his  fkill,  and  every  effort  of  his 
ingenuity,  to  form  any  thing,  with  the  two  in- 
ftruments  I have  mentioned,  equal  to  what  is 
produced  by  thefe  favages. 

Thofe  whom  1 faw  were  colle(fl:ed  around 
' a huge  fire,  at  the  bottom  of  a rocky  emi- 
nence, and  were  drawing  from  it  a pretty 
large  bar  of  iron,  which  was  red  hot.  Hav- 
ing placed  it  on  the  anvil,  they  began  to  beat 
it  with  ftones  exceedingly  hard,  and  of  fuch  a 
figure  as  rendered  them  eafy  to  be  held  and 
managed  in  the  hand.  They  feemed  to  per- 
form their  work  with  much  dexterity.  But 
what  appeared  to  me  moft  extraordinary,  and 
afforded  mé  an  excellent  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing them  fome  ufeful  leffons  on  its  mecha- 
nifm,  had  they  been  capable  of  putting  them 
in  praâice,  was  their  bellows.  Tlieir  bellows 
indeed,  which  was  a moft  wretched  inftru- 
ment,  was  compofed  of  a fheep’s  fkin  properly 
ftripped  off,  and  well  fewed.  Thofe  parts 
that  covered  the  four  feet,  which  had  been 
cut  off  as  ufelefs,  and  even  incommodious,  were 
tied.  They  had  alfo  cut  off  the  head  ; and 
placed  in  the  orifice  of  the  neck  the  mouth 
of  a gun  barrel,  around  which  the  fkin  was 
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drawn  togetlier,  and  carefully  faftened.  The 
perfon  who  iifed  this  infiniment,  holding  the 
pipe  to  the  fire  with  one  hand,  pufhed  for- 
wards and  drew  back  the  extremity  of  the 
fkin  with  the  other  ; and  though  this  fatigu- 
ing method  did  not  always  give  intenfity  to 
the  fire  fufficient  to  heat  the  iron,  yet  as  thefe 
poor  Cyclops  were  acquainted  with  no  other, 
they  were  never  difcouraged.  I fmcerely  pi- 
tied them  ; and  the  pains  they  took  to  accom- 
plifh  their  end,  redoubled  the  pleafure  which 
I enjoyed  in  pointing  out  to  them  an  eafier 
and  much  more  effedual  procefs.  I had  great 
difficulty  to  make  them  comprehend  how 
much  fuperior  the  bellows  of  our  forges  in 
Europe  were  to  their  invention  ; and  being 
perfuaded  that  the  little  .they  might  catch  of 
my  explanation  would  foon  efcape  from  their 
memories,  and  would  confequently  be  of  no 
^ real  advantage  to  them,  I refolved  to  add  ex- 
ample to  precept,  and  to  operate  myfelf  in 
their  prefence.  Having  difpatched  one  of  my 
people  to  our  camp,  with  orders  to  bring 
the  bottoms  of  two  boxes,  a piece  of  a fum- 
mer  krofs,  a hoop,  a few  fmall  nails,  a hanw 
mer,  a faw,  and  other  tools  that  I might  liave 
o.ccafion  for — as  foon  as  he  returned,  Iform- 
' ' . ed 
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ed  in  great  hafte,  and  in  a very  rude  iftan-* 
her,  a pair  of  bellows,  which  were  not  more 
powerful  than  thofe  generally  ufed  in  our 
kitchens.  Two  pieces  of  hoop,  which  I placed 
in  the  infide,  ferved  to  keep  the  fkin  always 
at  an  equal  diftance  ; and  I did  not  forget  tcx 
make  a hole  in  the  inferior  part,  to  give  a 
readier  admittance  to  the  air — a fimple  me- 
thod of  which  they  had  no  conception,  and 
for  want  of  which  they  were  obliged  to  wafte 
a great  deal  of  time  in  filling  their  fheep’s 
fkin.  I had  no  iron  pipe  ; but,  as  I only  meant 
to  make  a model,  I fixed  to  the  extremity*  of 
mine  a toothpick  cafe,  after  fawing  off  one 
• of  its  ends.  I then  placed  my  infiniment  on 
the  ground,  near  the  ifire  ; and  having  fixed  a - 
forked  flick  in  the  ground,  1 laid  acrofs  it  a 
kind  of  lever,  which  was  faftened  to  a bit  of 
packthread  proceeding  from  the  bellows,  and 
to  which  was  fixed  a piece  of  lead  weighing 
feven  or  eight  pounds.  To  form  a juft  idea 
of  the  furprife  of  thefe  Caffres  on  this  occa^ 
fion,  one  muft  have  feen  with  wdiat  attention 
- they  beheld  all  my  operations  ; the  uncer- 
tainty under  w^hich  they  w^ere,  and  their  anx- 
iety to  difcover  what  would  be  the  event. 
They  could  not  reftrain  their  acclamations, 
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vvhen  they  faw  me  by  a few  eafy  motions, 
and  with  one  hand,  give  their  fire  the  greateft 
adiivity,  by  the  velocity  with  which  I made 
my  machine  draw  in,  and  again  force  out  the 
air.  Putting  fome  pieces  of  iron  into  their 
fire,  I made  them  in  a few  minutes  red  hot, 
which  they  undoubtedly  could  not  have  done 
in  half  an  houn  This  fpecimen  of  my  fkill 
raifed  their  aftonifhment  to  the  higheft  pitch* 
I may  venture  to  fay  that  they  were  almoft 
Gonvulfed  and  thrown  into  a delirium.  They 
danced  and  capered  around  the  bellows;  each 
tried  them  in  turns,  and  they  clapped  their 
hands  the  better  to  teftify  their  joy.  They 
begged  me  to  make  them  a prefent  of  this 
wonderful  machine,  and  feemed  to  wait  for 
my  anfwer  with  impatience,  not  imagining 
as  I judged,  that  I would  readily  give  up 
fo  valuable  a piece  of  furniture.  It  would 
afford  me  great  pleafure  to  hear,  at  fome  fu- 
ture period,  that  they  make  ufe  of  my  bel- 
lows, that  they  have  brought  them  to  per- 
fedtlon  ; and,  above  all,  that  they  preferve 
a remembrance  of  that  ftranger  who  firft 
fupplied  them  with  the  mofi:  elfential  in- 
ftrument  in  metallurgy. 

The  inhabitant  of  Caffraria  lives  fo  fami- 
VoL.  II.  O liarly 
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liarly  amidft  his  cattle,  and  fpeaks  to  them 
with  To  much  mildnefs,  that  they  pay  the 
mod;  perfedl  obedience  to  his  voice.  As  they 
are  never  tormented  or  cruelly  treated  by  their 
keepers,  thefe  pacific  animals  never  ufe  againft 
them  thofe  arms  which  they  have  received 
from  nature.  The  owner  taking  upon  him- 
felf  the  care  of  indrudling  and  cleaning  them 
does  not  even  tie  up  the  cows  in  order  to  be 
milked.  If  maternal  fenfations,  however,  fpeak 
forcibly  to  their  inftindl,  and  induce  them  to 
keep  back  their  milk  for  the  ufe  of  their 
young,  the  means  employed  by  the  Caffres 
to  compel  them  to  yield  it,  are  much  fimpler 
and  lefs  difgufting  than  thofe  employed  by 
the  Hottentots.  A fliackle  is  put  round  one 
of  the  animals  hind  feet  ; a robuft  man  then 
drags  it  backwards,  and  being  hurt  by  this 
attitude,  fhe  immediately  fuffers  her  milk  to 
flow.  The  fame  method  is  purfued  when  a 
cow  has  been  deprived  of  her  calf.  Whether 
this  difference  between  thefe  cows  and  thofe 
of  Europe  arifes  from  their  nature,  their 
fpecies,  or  the  climate;  it  is  certain  that  it 
exifts,  and  that  the  expedient  I have  men- 
tioned is  neceffary,  and  generally  pradifed 
by  the  favages. 
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The  milk  is  received  in  balkets  of  that 
kind  which  I have  already  mentioned,  and 
which  are  generally  made  by  the  women. 
Their  hze  depends  upon  fancy,  but  their 
form  is  always  the  fame.  Being  extremely 
light,  and  in  no  danger  of  breaking,  they  are, 
without  doubt  preferable  to  our  veflels,  of 
whatever  fubftance  they  may  be.  As  the 
women  who  were  in  my  camp  had  not  for- 
got their  tools,  and  had  brought  reeds  with 
them,  that  they  might  not  remain  idle,  I 
amufed  myfelf  in  feeing  them  weave  foine  of 
thefe  pretty  baflcets,  which  they  eagerly  ex- 
changed with  me  for  toys,  as  foon  as  they 
had  finiflied  them. 

Before  they  drew  down  the  milk  into 
thefe  veflels,  they  took  care  to  wafh  them 
thoroughly;  but  this  was  lefs  owing  to  a 
turn  for  cleanlinefs,  than  with  a defign  to 
render  them  clofer  in  their  texture  ; for,  how- 
ever much  prepoflefled  I may  be  in  favour  of 
thefe  favages,  as  I profefs  that  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  fay  every  thing  refpe<£ting  ' them 
that  I know,  I mufl:  not  conceal  even  their 
faults.  I mufl;  acknowledge,  therefore,  that 
the  Caffres  are  conflantly  accuflomed  to 
feafon  their  utenfils  with  their  own  urine  ; 

O 2 and 


TRAVELS  IN 


196 

and  that  they  never  give  themlelves  the 
trouble  to  fearch  for  water,  when  it  is  not 
clofe  at  hand. 

This  method,  which  they  praûifed  before 
my  eyes,  w as  not  very  delicate.  They  took 
care  every  evening  to  bring  me  a balket  full  of 
milk,  which  my  people  and  Kees,  much  lefs 
difficult  than  their  mafter,  gladly  accepted. 
I,  however,  carefully  avoided  to  fhew  before 
my  neighbours  the  invincible  difguft  w^hich 
their  daily  prefents  gave  me;  and  I would 
rather  have  been  poifoned  for  a few  mo- 
ments than  have  diftreffed  or  mortified  them 
by  a refufal  ; for  it  has  always  been  my 
maxim,  in  all  the  places  through  which  I 
paffed  never  to  oppofe  received  cuftoms. 
Nothing  offends  or  irritates  a people  fo  much 
as  to  attack,  by  fatire  and  ridicule,  their  opi- 
nions, their  tafte,  and  their  ufages;  and,  in- 
deed, nothing  is  more  abfurd  and  indecent.  I 
am  forry  that  I have  this  accufation  to  make 
againft  the  moft  focial  and  the  moft  amiable 
of  nations;  and  to  fee,  them  in  this  refped 
an  objed  of  reproach  even  to  their  neareft 
neighbours.  Can  it  appear  ftrange  that  one 
does  not  obferve  at  London,  the  air,  the  man- 
ners, and  the  politenefs,  of  the  agreeable  cox- 
comb 
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comb  of  the  banks  of  the  Seine  ? A man  of 
fenfe  never  condemns,  in  an  open  manner, 
any  thing  that  he  fees  pradtifed  in  thofe 
countries  through  which  he  travels  ; how- 
ever ridiculous  their  prejudices  may  be,  he 
pretends  to  refpedt  them,  becaufe  he  has  no 
right  to  oppofe  them.  This  method  which 
leaves  an  open  field  for  refledtion,  procures 
him  a flattering  reception,  and  thofe  atten- 
tions which  are  due  to  all  men  of  every 
country.  If  there  be  any  cafe  in  which  the 
application  of  thefe  principles  is  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary,  it  is,  above  all,  with  refpedl 
to  favages.  In  my  opinion,  nothing  is  fu- 
perior  to  roafl  beef  and  plum  pudding, 
when  I dine  in  England  ; I would  fwallow 
train  oil  with  the  Laplander;  and,  aiilong 
the  Hottentots,  contented  with  their  fteaks, 
I could  eafily  forget  bread,  and  confider  corn 
as  of  no  utility. 

However  ftrong  the  attachment  of  a Caffre 
may  be  to  his  flocks,  it  is  by  no  means  ex- 
clufive  ; he  has  a violent  affedtion,  that  even 
becomes  a kind  of  pafTion,  for  his  dog,  and 
he  fhews  every  attention,  and  the  mofl;  ex- 
travagant fondnefs,  for  this  animal;  grati- 
tude, therefore,  foon  induces  it  to  become 
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his  beft  friend.  My  pack  were  never  fo 
much  carefl'ed,  nor  fo  well  fed,  as  during  the 
time  that  this  fmall  horde  remained  with 
me:  my  great  Yager,  above  all,  excited  their 
admiration;  they  continually  told  me,  that 
he  was  a moll  noble  animal;  and  fo  much 
were  their  minds  infatuated  in  this  refpedt, 
that  there  was  not  aYingle  man  in  the  com- 
pany, who,  if  I had  defired  it,  would  not 
have  given  twelve  oxen  in  exchange  for  him. 
It  muft  be  allowed  that  Yager  was  one  of 
the  ftrongeft  and  beft  made  dogs  in  the  co- 
lonies. Neither  he  nor  any  of  his  compa- 
nions ever  quitted  my  guefts,  with  whom 
they  fpent  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in 
their  kraals.  Thefe  good  people  fuffered 
them  to  lap  quietly  the  milk  in^'  their  baf- 
kets;  nor  aid  they  ever  dare  to  touch  it  un- 
til thefe  parafites  were  fatisfied.  I am  firmly 
perfuaded,  that^ thefe  animals,  wdiich  return- 
ed every  evening  to  their  kennels,  would 
have  been  of  no  fervice  to  us,  had  we  been 
threatened  with  any  danger  from  the  fa- 
vages.  They  were  fo  much  attached  to  the 
Caffres,  and  had  become  fo  little  accuftomed 
to  my  people,  that  when  any  of  them  wan- 
dered too  far,  and  returned  to  the  camp  later 
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than  ufual,  he  was  obliged  to  call  out  to  his 
companions  to  confine  the  dogs,  to  prevent 
his  being  attacked,  and  perhaps  torn  to 
pieces. 

On  the  flighted:  appearance  of  any  trea- 
cherous defign  on  the  part  of  the  Caffres,  I 
would  have  ordered  my  whole  pack  to  be 
tied  up;  but,  as  I faw  nothing  that  could 
awaken  my  fufpicions,  had  I prevented  them 
from  enjoying  the  company  of  my  dogs,  I 
(hould  only  have  mortified  them  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  and  deprived  them  of  a pleafure  which 
attached  them  more  and  more  to  my  per- 
fon  ; and  I fhould  have  befides  deftroyed  that 
freedom  which  rendered  them  every  moment 
more  fincere. 

Befides,  my  manner  of  thinking,  in  this 
refped:,  was  peculiar  to  myfelf.  In  vain 
fhould  I have  attempted  to  make  the  Hot- 
tentots adopt  my  opinions  ; for  a panic  ter~ 
ror  keeping  them  always  in  continual  dread, 
all  my  reprefentations  and  remarks  on  the 
opennefs  and  affability  of  thefe  ftrangers, 
and  even  their  own  imprudent  acknowledg- 
ments, were  not  capable  of  rooting  out  their 
prejudices.  Caffraria,  according  to  them, 
was  foon  to  be  the  tomb  w'hich  I took  a 
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pleafure  to  dig  with  my  own  hands;  and  as 
they  refufed  to  be  accomplices  in  my  death, 
they  would  by  no  means  confent  to  be  the 
vidlims  of  my  ralhnefs.  Neither  the  fear  of 
punilhment,  when  I fhould  return  to  the 
Dutch  feulements,  nor  my  threats  of  chaf- 
tifing  fuch  bafe  deferters  on  the  fpot,  could 
move  them  from  their  refolution. 

This  change  always  appeared  to  me  to  be 
foinething  new;  and  I was  much  vexed  to  fee 
them  fo  obftinate  in  thwarting  my  defires,  and 
fo  forgetful  of  their  duty.  I had,  it  is  true, 
found  therh  refradlory  and  difobedient  before 
I arrived  at  Bruyntjes-Hoogte,  when  I faw 
myfelf  cruelly  abandoned  by  the  horde  who 
had  for  fome  time  travelled  along  with  me, 
and  by  the  detachment  that  joined  me  in  the 
night:  but  here  circumftances  were  widely 
different.  We  had  no  affurances  or  promifes 
from  the  Caffres;  we  had  never  before  fallen 
in  with  any  of  them  ; their  manners,  their 
charader,  and  their  way  of  living,  were  en- 
tirely unknown  to  us;  prejudice,  which  is  ge- 
nerally ftrengthened  by  the  abfence  of  dan- 
ger had  always  reprefented  them  to  us  as 
a ferocious  and  fanguinary  people.  The 
fchcme  of  penetrating  through  their  country 
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3LS  far  as  the  fea,  might  therefore  jufUy  alarm 
men  deftitute  of  firmnefs  and  intrepidity; 
but  at  this  time  I could  fee  nothing  in  their 
refufal  except  obftinacy  and  difobedience, 
and  a certain  fpirit  of  diforder,  which  in- 
fpired  them  with  a diflike  for  the  tedioufnefs 
and  fatigue  of  fo  long  a journey.  Other 
caufes,  which  I did  not  then  know,  and 
which  I difcovered  too  late,  contributed  alfo 
to  the  fame  end. 

Being,  however,  determined  to  follow -my 
own  plan,  and  wifhing  to  be  accompanied 
only  by  people  who  had  never  dared  to  fhew 
the  lead  figns  of  difobedience,  who  could 
boaft  of  having  fubjedled  obftacles  to  my 
pleafure,  and  who  had  never  dilated  to  their 
chief,  as  maxims  of  prudence,  what  were 
only  the  precautions  of  their  fear  and  pufilla- 
nimity,  1 tormented  my  imagination,  if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  it,  and  made  a thoufand  ef- 
forts to  devife  fome  means  of  extricating 
myfelf  from  my  difagreeable  fituation, 

J depended  upon  Klaas  as  on  myfelf,  and 
I was  equally  fure  of  old  Swanepoel  and  my 
hunter  Zean,  who  had  followed  me  from 
Milk-Valley,  and  who  killed  for  me  the 
firft  tzeiran  or  bm  antelope  : Pit  and  Adam 
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were  likewife  both  ftrongly  attached  to  me  ; 
and  Narina’s  coufm,  and  two  of  his  compa- 
nions, had  offered  me  their  fervices:  but  all 
thefe  three  being  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  might  be  as  much  afraid 
of  difcharging  a fufee  as  of  receiving  the  fire 
of  others.  They,  however,  added  to  my 
number,  and  I hoped  to  be  able  to  derive 
Ibme  benefit  from  their  affiftance.  The 
Greeks  who  burnt  the  city  of  Troy  had  nei- 
ther the  ftrength  nor  the  arms  of  Achilles. 

With  thefe  eight  people  I refolved  therefore 
to  attempt  this  journey  ; but  as  my  plan  was 
not  yet  properly  digefted,,  I thought  it  would 
be  proper  not  to  give  any  intimation  of  my 
defign  until  the  departure  of  the  Caffres,  whom 
I wifhed  above  all  not  to  know  any  thing 
of  it. 

A fecret,  however,  w’^hich  had  hitherto 
efcaped  me,  nofwithfianding  all  my  forefight 
and  care,  unexpectedly  cleared  up  part  of  my 
fufpicions.  Klaas  arriving  one  afternoon 
from  a hunting  excurfion,  entered  my  tent, 
and  informed  me  that  four  baftard  Hotten- 
tots were  concealed  in  my  camp,  and  that 
he  fufpeCted  them  to  be  fpies  fent  by  the 
planters  of  Bruyntjes-Hoogte.  He  under- 
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flood,  he  faid,  from  fuch  part  of  the  conver- 
fation  of  thefe  villains  as  he  could  overhear, 
that  the  whites  knew  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Caffres  at  my  camp,  and  of  their  refidence 
there;  that  they  all  murmured  on  this  ac- 
count, and  were  aftoniflied  that  I fliould  re- 
ceive their  moft  inveterate  enemies  with  fo 
much  cordiality.  Klaas  ftrongly  urged  me  to 
be  on  my  guard  until  he  fhould  learn  more; 
requeuing  me,  above  all,  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious of  trufting  one  of  my  people,  named 
Slinger,  whom  he  believed  to  be  privy  to 
their  defigns,  and  to  co-operate  fecretly  v/ith 
the  four  emiflaries. 

Filled  with  indignation  at  the  audaciouf- 
nefs  of  thefe  people,  and  the  affurance  which 
they  had  to  enter  my  camp,  I ordered  them 
immediately  to  be  brought  before  me.  By 
their  timid  and  embarrafied  gait,  I could 
eafily  perceive  their  guilt  ; and  I afked  them, 
in  a ftern  manner,  by  whofe  orders  they  had 
dared  to  introduce  themfelves  among  my 
people,  and  to  conceal  themfelves  without 
letting  me  know,  as  if  they  hoped  to  efcape 
detection.  This  fpeech,  delivered  rather  in 
a harlh  tone,  my  threats  of  inflidting  inftant 
punifhmen!  upon  them,  and  the  pafTion 
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with  which  all  my  features  were  animated, 
frightened  them  fo  much,  that  they  were  in- 
capable of  returning  an  anfwer.  I added, 
that  I fulfered  no  fpies  near  me  ; that  I al- 
ways fufpedfed  thofe  who  entered  my  camp 
privately,  and  that  they  deferved  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  as  traitors  ; that  I did  not  confider 
them  of  fo  much  confequence  as  to  proceed 
to  fuch  an  extremity;  but  that  they  might 
whatever  had  been,  their  intention,  tell  thofe 
who  fent  them  every  thing  they  had  feen  ; 
that  being  perfedUy  mafter  of  my  own  will, 
no  one  had  a right  to  call  me  to  an  account 
for  my  adtions  ; that  an  irreproachable  con- 
dudl  placed  me  beyond  the  reach  of  fear; 
that  as  I never  efpoufed  quarrels  in  which  I 
had  no  concern,  I had  no  reafon  for  enter- 
ing into  any  with  thefe  Caffres,  by  whom  I 
was  furrounded,  and  to  whom  I would  rea- 
dily render  thofe  fervices  which  friendly  and 
inoffenfive  people  had  a right  to  expedt  from 
the  compaffionate  and  juft  part  of  mankind; 
that  I would  be  anfwerable  for  their  good  be- 
haviour, and  take  them  under  my  protedUon 
as  long  as  they  remained  with  me  ; but  that 
equity,  which  prompted  me  to  defend  them, 
would  alio  determine  me  to  turn  my  arms 
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ugaînft  them,  fliould  I obferve  them  make  the 
leaft  attempt  to  difturb  the  repofe  of  the 
planters.  I concluded  by  obferving,  that  I 
was  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  condudl 
of  both,  to  be  convinced  that  thefe  favages, 
who  breathed  nothing  but  peace  and^  tran- 
quillity, would  never  be  the  firft  to  give  the 
lïgnal  for  committing  hoftilities. 

After  this  difcourfe,  which  was  rather 
fharp,  I ordered  thefe  four  baftard  Hottentots 
inftantly  to  quit  my  camp,  and  made  four  of 
my  fufileers  accompany  them  until  they 
fhould  be  out  of  my  fight.  I warned  them 
that  if  ever  they  fliould  think  proper  to  return, 
whatever  might  be  their  pretext,  I would 
purfue  them  as  I would  do  wild  beafts  ; and 
every  other  perfon  who  might  appear  with  the 
like  intentions,  as  thofe  which  had  brought 
them.  This  laft  threat,  feemed  to  make  a 
confiderable  impreflion  on  my  Hottentots  ; 
who,  on  hearing  the  noife,  had  aflembled 
around  my  tent.  When  it  came  to  their 
turn  to  be  interrogated  refpeding  the  fecret 
abode  of  thefe  fpies,  whom  they  had  har- 
boured in  fo  criminal  a manner  in  my  camp, 
not  one  of  them  ventured  to  utter  a Angle 
word  in  his  own  defence.  1 therefore  gave 
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vent  to  very  cutting  and  fevere  reproaches, 
and  threatened  to  put  the  firfl  of  them  to 
death  who  fhould  dare  to  diredt  his  fteps  to- 
wards that  quarter  in  which  the  planters 
lived,  with  whom  I wifhed  them  to  have  no 
communication  whatever.  As  for  Slinger, 
I treated  him  in  a very  harfh  manner,  and 
pofitively  forbade  him  ever  to  quit  his  poft 
without  my  leave. 

The  Caffres,  who  -were  prefent  at  this 
fcene,  having  remarked  that  I had  more  than 
once  alluded  to  them  by  my  geftures,  they 
feemed  to  be  alarmed  at  the  marks  of  anger 
which  w’^ere  difplayed  in  my  looks,  and  by  the 
confternation  that  prevailed  among  my  Hot- 
tentots, They  readily  perceived  how  much 
I was  incenfed  againft  them  for  what  had 
palfed  in  my  camp  j but  as  they  underftood 
lefs  of  our  language  than  I underftood  of 
theirs,  they  were  as  much  furprifed  as  uneafy 
at  all  this  noife.  By  their  eyes,  which  they 
turned  ftrft  to  one  fide  and  then  to  another, 
and  fixed  fometimes  on  our  countenances, 
they  exprefled  the  perplexity  and  fufpenfe 
with  which  their  minds  were  agitated. 
Hans,  howrever,  took  care  to  explain  this 
enigma,  and  I thought  that  they  then  be- 
came 
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came  much  more  compofeclj  but  when  he  * 
informed  them  that  the  planters  had  taken 
fhelter  fo  near  us,  they  were  plunged  into 
the  utmoft  diftrefs.  They  imagined  that, 
being  informed  by  the  four  fpies,  whom  I 
had  difiniffed,  of  their  abode  with  me,  thefe 
treacherous  and  vindictive  white  men  would 
immediately  haften  to  attack  them,  and  to 
deftroy  them  even  in  my  camp.  In  vain  did 
I endeavour  to  allay  their  fears,  by  afluring 
them  that  they  were  perfectly  fafe,  and  that 
I would  fupport  and  protêt  them.  I no 
longer  beheld  in  them  that  open  and  fincere 
joy  which  proceeds  from  tranquillity  of  mind. 
They  conferred  much  more  than  ufual  with 
one  another  and  appeared  as  if  they  were 
concerting  meafures  together,  and  wilhed 
only  to  depart,  in  order  that  they  might  fly 
from  the  danger  that  threatened  them.  Hans, , 
who  had  accompanied  them  that  evening 
when  they  retired  to  their  kraal,  confeflod  to 
me  next  morning,  that  they  fufpeCted  him 
to  be  a traitor  who  had  enticed  them  to  me 
to  be  butchered,  and  that,  confequently,  I 
myfelf  was  not  free  from  fufpicion;  that 
they  remembered  one  of  thefe  four  baftard 
whites  to  have  often  vifited  their  country,  un^ 
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der  the  pretence  of  exchanging  cattle  ; thafy 
believing  him  to  be  a fincere  friend,  they 
had  repofed  the  greateft  confidence  in  him, 
and  never  faw  him  arrive  among  them  with-' 
out  teftifying  their  joy  at  his  prefence  ; but  ^ 
that  this  monfter  foon  betrayed  them  in  the 
bafell  manner,  and  that  he  durft  not  after- 
wards appear  amongfl;  them,  from  a dread  of 
finding,  in  hidden  death,  a juft  puniihment 
for  his  villainy. 

Hans  informed  me  befides,  that  they  had 
formed  a refolution  to  return;  and  that  they 
begged  him  to  prevail  upon  me  to  give  them 
fome  old  iron,  in  exchange  for  a few  oxen 
which  they  had  brought  along  with  them. 

I,  however,  flatly  refufed  to  grant  them  this 
article,  giving  them  to  underhand  that  it 
was  impoflTible  for  me  to  comply  with  their 
requeft,  as  I was  unwilling  to  be  accufed  of 
having  fupplied  them  with  arms  againft  the 
planters;  that,  without  any  interefted  views 
and  merely  from  a defire  of  obliging  them,  I 
ftiould,  under  any 'other  circumftances,  have 
been  extremely  happy  to  give  them  this 
mark  of  friendftiip  ; but  that  they  muft  be 
fenfible,  as  affairs  then  flood,  that  I was  not 
at  liberty  to  behave  towards  them  fo  ho- 
nourably 
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nourably  as  I wlOied  ; that,  except  iron,  every- 
thing I pofleffed  was  at  their  fervice  ; that 
I would  give  them  a proof  of  this  before 
their  departure  : and,  to  foften  the  harlh- 
nefs  of  my  refuhil,  I added,  that  being  de- 
firous  of  continuing  in  friendfhip  with  the 
vvhole  world,  and  of  obferving,  both  towards 
them  and  the  planters,  that  ftriâ;  neutrality 
which  I had  always  profelTed,  I was  ready, 
upon  every  occafion,  to  give  the  fame  anfwer 
to  their  enemies,  fhould  they,  when  in  want 
of  arms  or  ammunition,  come  to  implore  my 
affiftance  in  order  to  continue  the  war. 

Though  this  anfwer  and  the  fubfequent 
explanation  were  clear  and  precife,  thefe  fa- 
vages,  who  are  never  difcouraged  by  the  firfh 
refufal,  returned  to  the  charge,  and  renewed 
their  importunities  more  than  once;  but 
my  refolution  was  formed,  and  upon  this 
head  I was  inexorable.  I'  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  exaggerating  difpofition  of 
the  planters,  who  would  not  have  failed  to 
accufe  me  of  perfidy  for  the  leaft  article  ex- 
torted from  me  by  their  importunity,  and 
for  fhewing  weaknefs  or  condefcenfion  in 
fuch  a delicate  conjuncture.  I do  not  doubt 
that  they  would  have  even  gladly  embraced 
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this  opportunity  of  being  revenged  for  the 
contempt  with  which  I had  more  than  once 
treated  them;  and  tliey  would  then  have  no 
longer  wanted  a pretence  for  rendering  me 
criminah  However  powerful  this  prudent 
policy  might  be,  which  induced  me  to  be- 
have in  this  manner  towards  them,  I had 
Hill  a motive  of  much-  greater  weight^ 
Being  too  much  above  the  attacks  of  thefe 
banditti,  and  their  atrocious  confpiracies, 
by  refufmg  arms  to  thefe  favages  againft  the 
planters,  and  to  the  latter  refources  againft 
the  favages,  I prevented  them  from  conti- 
nuing their  horrid  ravages.  In  cafe  either 
of  the  parties  fhould  be  exhaufted,  as  had 
more  than  once  happened,  I could  not  fup- 
ply  them  without  taking  a part  in  their 
quarrels;  and  this  conduct  would  have  very 
ill  agreed  with  the  integrity  and  fentiments 
of  my  heart.  I even  fcrupled  to  accept  a 
few  cattle,  offered  me  by  the  Caffres  in  ex- 
change for  a quantity  of  beads  and  toys, 
which  I diftributed  among  them  w^hen  they 
departed. 

I greatly  wifhed  that  the  young  Caffre 
would  remain  with  me  ; but  I had  no  better 
fuccefs  in  endeavouring  to  intice  him,  than 

his 
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his  companions  had  in  attempting  to  prevail 
on  me  to  give  them  old  iron.  Neither 
my  prefents,  nor  the  promifes  I made  of 
leaving  him  at  liberty  to  depart  in  cafe  he 
fhouid  not  find  his  fituation  agreeable  with 
me,  had  any  effeâ:  upon  him.  He  withftood 
my  folicitations  with  fo  much  firmnefs,  that 
I loft  all  hopes  of  having  any  influence  over 
him  ; “ I know  the  whites  too  well,”  faid 
he  to  me  ; “ they  have  done  us  much  hurt, 
“ and  ftill  continue  their  injuries  : were  I 
“ fiinple  enough  to  follow  you,  in  vain  fhould 
“ I require  you  to  fulfil  your  promifes  : I 
“ ftiould  never  be  permitted  to  fee  my  coun- 
try  again.”  From  the  very  juft  prejudices 
entertained  by  his  nation,  who  in  the  time 
of  peace  had  fometimes  frequented  Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte,  he  was  afraid  of  being  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  planters  who  inhabit  that 
part  of  the  country  treat  their  flaves  ; and  had 

he,  from  an  attachment  towards  me,  yielded 

% 

with  a good  grace,  and  confented  to  follow 
me,  he  was  not  alTured,  he  faid,  that  I 
fhould  always  have  it  in  my  power  to  protedf 
him,  and  to  fend  him  back  fafe.  I did  every 
thing  I could  to  deftroy  this  prejudice,  tell- 
ing him  that  he  ought  not  to  confound  all 

P 2 the 


212 


TRAVELS  IN 


the  Dutch  nation  with  thofe  fanguitlary  and 
perfidious  planters;  that  he  ought  alfo  to  en-* 
quire  whether  the  people  I had  in  my  fer- 
vice  were  unhappy,  or  had  any  caufe  to 
complain;  and  that  all  of  them  were  their 
own  m afters,  and  might  quit  me  whenever 
they  chofe.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  ar- 
guments, this  young  man  continued  in  his 
refolution  with  aftoniftiing  firmnefs  and  ob- 
ftinacy  ';  fo  that,  finding  them  in  vain,  I put 
an  end  to  my  folicitations* 

Our  frequent  hunting  excurfions,  and  the 
petty  altercations  that  arofe  in  my  camp,  had 
confiderably  interrupted  my  eafy  and  familiar 
converfation  with  the  Caftres;  but  they  did 
not  make  me  entirely  forget  to  procure  in- 
formation. I returned  to  this  fubjed;  from 
time  to  time,  and  they  gratified  my  curiofity 
with  that  cordiality  with  which  a grateful 
fenfe  of  my  kindnefs  . had  infpired  them.  '• 
The  news  of  their  intended  departure  made 
me  ftill  more  eager  to  alk  them  queftions  : 
above  all,  I had  not  yet  forgotten  the  unhappy 
people  who  had  been  fhipwrecked;  but  they 
could  not  make  me  acquainted  with  all  thofe 
particulars  which  I was  delirous  of  learning. 
They  knew  only  that  fuch  a misfortune  had 

happened  ; 
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happened  ; but  as  they  were  eftabllfhed  to 
the  north-weft,  and  ftill  more  diftant  from 
the  fea,  they  could  tell  me  nothing  certain  ^ 
refpe(fting  that  unhappy  cataftrophe.  They 
had  indeed  feen  the  greater  part  of  the  ef- 
fe(fts  carried  away  from  the  wreck  of  the  vef- 
£el  ; for  feveral  hordes  had  bartered  them  for 
cattle,  and  even  thofe  who  were  in  my  camp 
had  fome  of  thefe  things  in  their  pofleflion. 
One  of  them  ftiewed  me  a piece  of  filver 
coin,  which  was  fufpended  from  his  neck; 
another  wore  a fmall  fteel  key;  and  they  def- 
cribed,  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  a 
trinket  which  they  had  divided  into  pieces. 

I readily  guefled  that  it  muft  have  been  a ' 
watch,  the  wheels  and  other  works  of  which 
they  had  converted  into  ornaments.  I was 
fully  convinced  that  my  conjecture  was  right, 
when  having  produced  mine  they  all  cried 
out  that  it  was  the  fame  thing,  except  in  co- 
lour, which  they  faid  refembled  the  piece  of 
money  fufpended  from  the  neck  of  their 
companion.  They  added,  that  the  moft 
beautiful  articles  procured  from  the  fhip  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a numerous  body  of 
Caffres  who  lived  near  the  fea  ; that,  above 
all,  they  had  in  their  pofleflion  a great  deal 
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of  money  ; but  that  with  refpecH:  to  the  people 
who  had  efcaped  from  the  waves,  they  had 
heard  that  fotne  of  them  were  found  dead 
on  the  beach,  and  that  the  reft,  more  fortu- 
nate, had  been  able  to  reach  a country  inha- 
bited by  white  people  like  me. 

My  converfation  with  thefe  Caffres  al- 
ways concluded  with  repeated  felicitations  to 
accompany  them  to  their  country;  but  fuch 
a ftep,  even  had  it  been  agreeable  to  me, 
would  have  been  very  inconfiftent  with  pru- 
dence : for  though  I might  be  convinced  that 
they  were  incapable  of  deceiving  me,  of  at- 
tempting my  life,  or  pf  robbing  me  of  my 
effets;  yet  it  was  proper  that  they  fhould  be 
ignorant  of  the  quarrels  I had  with  my  people; 
and  that,  as  the  reft  refufed  obedience,  it  was 
impoffible  to  carry  more  along  with  me  than 
eight.  On  the  contrary,  I was  extremely 
happy  to  think  that  on  their  return  they 
would  inform  their  countrymen  that  we  were 
ftrong  and  numerous,  and  that  we  had  no- 
thing to  fear  from  them.  Had  a divifion 
taken  place,  they  might  have  fufpedted  fome 
bad  delign;  and  there  would  have  been  no- 
thing to  prevent  them,  whilft  amufing  me 
among  their  horde,  from  fending  out  a de^ 
5 tachment 
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tachment  to  plunder  my  camp,  and  maflacre 
thoie  whom  I had  left  to  defend  it.  When  I 
reflected  on  the  numberlefs  barbarities  com- 
mitted by  the  whites,  I determined  to  be  on 
my  guard  againft  theie  favages,  from  whom  I 
Ihould  have  had  nothing  to  fear  under  any  other 
circumftances  j and  on  this  account  alfo  I laid 
it  down  as  an  ehablilhed  rule,  which  I ob- 
ferved  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  never  to  per- 
mit any  ftranger  to  enter  my  camp  in  the 
night-time.  Old  Swanepoel  took  care  that 
this  regulation  Ihould  be  ftridlly  followed: 
we  always  flept  feparately,  immured  in  our 
enclofures,  and  no  one  was  even  fullered  to 
go  out  during  the  night,  as  the  favages  aU 
ways  chofe  that  time  to  atttack  the  whites, 
who  were  eafily  perceived,  and  could  be  feen 
at  a diftance,  on  account  of  their  clothes.  As 
my  abfence  would  have  been  publicly  known 
among  thefe  Caffres,  I fhould  have  been  very 
uneafy  for  the  fate  of  thofe  whom  I left  at 
my  camp  ; but  as  I concealed  from  them  the 
precife  time  of  my  departure,  I thought  they 
would  conclude,  that  when  I let  out  I would, 
leave  nothing  behind  me;  for  I had  told  them 
that  I intended  to  fend  back  my  carriages 
fo  the-  colonies. 
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On  the  2ift  of  November  they  all  came 
to  inform  me  that  they  were  ready  to  depart. 
Upon  this  occafion  they  renewed  their  pro- 
teftations  of  gratitude  and  friendfhip,  pro- 
mifing  that,  wherever  they  palTed,  their 
care  would  be  to  tell  what  they  had  feen;  how 
much  they  were  obliged  to  me;  and  in  how 
affedionate  and  familiar  a manner  I had 
treated  them  during  their  long  refidence  in 
my  camp  : adding,  that  the  riches  with 

which  I had  loaded  them  would  awaken  the 
envy  of  more  than  one  ; and  that  all  the 
hordes  would  wait  for  me  with  the  greateft 
impatience,  and  fee  me  arrive  among  them 
with  pleafure.  The  defcription  which  they 
promifed  to  give  of  my  camp,  my  perfon, 
and  above  all  of  my  beard,  would,  they  faid, 
ferve  thofe  who  did  not  know  me  as  a mark 
by  which  to  diftinguifh  me,  and  make  me 
be  received  in  a very  different  manner  from 
that  in  which  they  would  receive  a planter. 
They  then  all  turned,  as  if  by  agreement,  to- 
wards my  tent,  over  which  a flag  was  waving, 
and  afked  me  if  I would  not  bring  it  with 
me,  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  ob- 
ferve  me  at  a diftance.  On  my  arifwering  in 
the  affirmative,  they  immediately  flrouted  fc.r 

joy  Î 


AFRICA. 


217 

joy;  as  if,  not  contented  with  the  hopes  I had 

given  them  that  I would  pay  them  a vifit, 

they  entertained  no  apprehenfion  that  I would 

be  confounded  with  their  deteftable  perfecu- 

tors;  and  as  if  they  had  wiihed,  from  a fm- 

cere  love  towards  me,  to  protect  my  perfon 

from  every  kind  of  infult.  After  'the  ufual 

tabes^  .1  accompanied  them  as  far  as  the  river, 

\ 

which  both  they  and  their  cattle  crofled  by 
fwimming;  and  when  they  reached  the  op- 
pofite  bank,  I faluted  them,  for  the  lafl  time, 
with  a general  difcharge  of  all  my  mufquet- 
ry.  They  then  proceeded  on  their  march, 
and  entering  the  valleys,  and  thickets,  foon 
vanifhed  from  my  fight. 

I drew  the  figures  of  two  of  thefe  people, 
who,  with  equal  condefcenfion  and  aftonifh- 
ment,  fuffered  me  to  perform  this  operation. 
They  are  here  given  in  the  fifth  and  fix 
plates.  When  thefe  Caffres  had  departed,  I 
flattered  myfelf  that  my  people  would  make 
fome  reflections  on  the  peaceable  manner  in 
which  they  had  lived  among’them  ; that  they 
would  be  fenfible  how  ill-founded  their  fear 
was;  and  that  they  would  at  laft  confent  to 
accompany  me.  In  order  however  that  I 
might  not  appear  to  be  anxious  on  this  ac- 
count. 
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count,  or  for  carrying  my  project  into  cxe*» 
cution,  and  that  I might  fuffer  them  to  pur- 
fue  their  own  incUnations,  I refolved  to  fet 
out  immediately,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying 
a vifit  to  the  venerable  Haabas,  intending  on 
my  return,  if  I found  any  change  in  their 
fentimeiits,  to  move  my  camp  and  begin  my 
journey,  that  they  might  not  have  leifure  to 
repent.  During  the  time  that  the  Caffres 
remained  with  me,  I had  feen  only  two 
Gonaquas,  and  I was  defirous  or  renewing 
xny  acquaintance  wnth  thefe  wmrthy  neigh- 
bours, and  of  knowing  wdiat  had  palled 

amongft  them  fince  our  feparation.  Having 

/ 

repaired  to  their  kraal  alone,  they  teftified 
every  mark  of  joy  as  foon  as  they  recolle£led 
me;  they  all  crowded  around  me,  and  they 
called  to  each  other,  and  flocked  together 
from  all  quarters,  fo  that  I was  foon  fur- 
rounded.  Haabas  informed  me  what  fears 
both  he  and  his  horde  had  entertained  whilft 
the  Caffres  refided  in  my  camp;  and  he 
alked  me  an  hundred  times  w'hether  they 
were  acquainted  wdth  the  place  of  his  retreat, 

I did  every  tiling  in  my  power  to  calm  his 
imeafmefs:  I told  Idm  that  the  Caffres  enter-  * 
^lined  no  hatred  agaiidt  the  Gonaqua  Hot- 
tentots, 
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tentots,  who,  they  were  convinced,  had  no 
communication  with  the  whites  or  the  other 
Hottentots,  and  who,  on  the  contrary^  lived 
5n  a feparate  horde;  that,  befides  this,  the 
precife  fituation  of  their  kraals  was  unknown 
to  them;  but  that,  in  any  event,  it  was  the 
fureft  and  beft  method  of  fecuring  the  com- 
mon fafety  for  them  to  rernove  and  eftablilh 
themfelves  fomewhere  elfe.  Haabas  agreed 
to  this  propofal  with  the  greater  readinefs, 
as  he  placed^  little  confidence  in  the  fine 
fpeeches  of  the  Caffres,  fince  not  long  before 
they  had  obliged  him  to  enter  into  hoftilities 
with  them:  on  this  account,  he  faid,  it  was 
the  moft  prudent  plan  to  take  every  precau- 
tion, and  to  avoid  fuch  a misfortune.  Haa- 
bas had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  me,  that  he 
afked  my  advice  refpefting  the  new  efiablifli- 
ment  which  he  was  about  to  form;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  as  focn  as  polfible  he  fiiould  make 
ior  the  mountains  in  the  v/eft,  and  remove 
altogether  from  the  country  of  Caffraria, 
which  extends  to  the  north-eaft. 

The  banks  of  the  Sondag  were  formerly 
the  boundaries  of  the  Caffres,  who  had  their 
principal  habitations  on  the  Briiyntjes- 
Hoogte,  fome  faint  veftiges  of  which  ftill  re- 
main. 
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main.  The  exprefs  orders,  as  well  as  the  in- 
tention of  government,  were,  that  thefe  li- 
mits fhould  always  be  accounted  facred  ; but 
the  planters,  who  have  neither  the  fame  views 
nor  the  fame  -wifdom  as  a political  adminil- 
tration,  finding  the  lands  of  their  defencelefs 
neighbours  much  better  than  their  own,  in 
procefs  of  time  took  poflelfion  of  them,  and 
with  impunity  drove  thefe  people  beyond  the 
Groot-Vis.  The  orders  of  the  governors, 
more  and  more  difregarded,  produced  no  ef- 
feiT,  and  the  great  diftance  favoured  thefe 
abufes,  and  made  them  become  every  day 
more  frequent. 

Whilfi;  I continued  with  Haabas  I kept 
myfclf  quite  private,  and  feveral  motives 
prompted  me  not  to  remain  here  long.  Be- 
ing defirous  of  knowing  whether  he  could 
not  engage  fome  of  his  people  to  unite  with 
thofe  three  who  had  voluntarily  offered  to 
accompany  me  when  I paid  my  firft  vifit  to 
the  Gonaquas,  I defired  him  to  put  the 
queftion  to  them  ; and  I found  that  there  was 
only  one  who  hefitated,  and  who  at  length 
gave  a flat  refufal  ; but  as  I was  unwilling 
to  ufe  compulfion,  or  to  afford  any  caufe  of 
complaint  to  thefe  worthy  people,  I defired 
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the  three,  who  had  readily  agreed  to  my  pro- 
pofal,  to  meet  me  at  my  camp  in  the  courfe 
of  four  days.  By  this  arrangement  they  had 
more  than  fufficient  time  to  put  their  affairs 
in  order,  and  to  prepare  their  arms. 

It  was  impoffible  to  carry  my  carriages 
along  with  me,  as  I could  depend  at  moft 
upon  no  more  than  eight  people  to  accom- 
pany me  in  my  journey  to  Caffraria.  It  was 
neceffary  that  I fhould  have  fome  oxen  to 
carry  my  baggage,  and  I had  not  one  accuf- 
tomed  to  this  fervice;  we  therefore  agreed 
to  make  an  exchange,  and  I promifed  to  fulfil 
the  terms  of  it  as  foon  as  I returned.  All 
this  was  the  bufinefs  of  a moment.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  preffing  entreaties  of  the  chief, 
and  of  the  whole  horde,  I refolved  to  quit 
them  immediately;  and  I pretended  that  I 
had  a thoufand  things  to  fettle  amongft  my 
own  people.  I did  not  however  behold  this 
retreat  with  the  fame  pleafure  as  before;  I 
found  myfelf  croffed  in  every  poffible  manr- 
ner,  and  new  obftacles  feemed  to  arife  at' 
every  ftep  : befides  this,  I found  myfelf  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue.  ^ Before  I took  leave  of 
Haabas,  I did  not  forget  to  enquire  concern-, 
ing  my  unfortunate  patient;  but  I had  no 

inclination 
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inclination  to  fee  him  again.  He  afTurec! 
me,  that  all  the  means  employed  till  that 
time  had  been  attended  with  no  other  effedl 
than  that  of  preferving  cleanlinefs  around  his 
perfon;  but  that  his  fufferings  were  neither 
leflened,  nor  were  there  any  hopes  of  his  life. 
I enquired  alfo  concerning  the  beautiful  Na- 
rina,  and  was  informed  that  both  Ihe  and  her 
mother  were  then  abfent.  Sufpedling  that 
fome  of  the  horde  had  gone  in  queft  of  her,- 
I was  the  more  anxious  on  this  account  to 
depart  ; and  having  faluted  Haabas,  I returned 
to  my  camp. 

When  I got  back  to  my  tent,  I called  my 
people  before  me,  one  after  the  other,  being 

defirous  of  learning  from  their  own  mouths 

» 

what  were  their  Intentions,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  whether  there  were  not  fome  mutinous 
fellows  amongft  them,  who  endeavoured  to» 
infpire  them  with  a fpirit  of  fedition  and  re- 
volt. Their  anfwers  all  tended  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  they  grounded  their  refiftance 
' only  upon  the  terror  into  which  my  ralhnefs 
had  thrown  them;  but,  however  incenfed  I 
was  at  this  difobedience,  and  however  difa- 
grceable  the  confequences  were  likely  to  be, 

- 1 had  not  refolution  enough  to  reprimand 

them. 
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them.  \ Too  many  motives  pleaded  for  them 
in  my  heart  ; and  I was  fenfible  that  my  at- 
tachment to  them  was  ftiH.too  ftrong,  being 
convinced  that  nothing  elfe  but  fear  had  fe- 
duced  them,  and  that  this  alone  had  deranged 
their  heads,  efpecially  as  they  told  me  that 
they  were  unwilling  to  enter  a country  from 
which  they  never  faw  either  white  men  or 
Hottentots  return.  I exhorted  them  at  leall 
to  continue  faithful  to  me,  and  not  to  forget 
my  kindnefs  whilft  I was  abfent,  and  how 
much  they  were  indebted  to  their  mafter. 
By  their  geftures  and  looks  I could  eafily  fee 
what  impreffion  thefe  laft  words  made  upon 
them,  and  how  far  I might  have  depended 
on  their  affedion  had  I not  attempted  to 
force  them  to  undertake  this  fatal  journey. 

I promifed  to  £hew  them  the  fame  attention 
in  future,  and  I fhut  myfelf  up  in  my  tent. 
During  part  of  the  night  I employed  myfelf 
in  forming  my  plan,  and  deviling  means  for 
executing  it  with  as  much  caution  and  ex- 
pedition as  I poffibiy  could.  Next  morning, 
very  early,  I called  thofe  Hottentots  upon 
whom  I could  depend,  and  I again  told  them 
that  I was  ready  to  depart  with  them,  if  they  • 
w^ere  ftill  refolved  to  accompany  me;  and,  to 
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clifpel  from  their  minds  every  doubt,  and  to 
prove  that  I did  not  adl  raflily,  I declared 
that  I had  no  intention  of  penetrating  far 
into  Caifraria,  unlefs  I met  with  no  obftacleS, 
and  experienced  no  kind  of  difcontent  on 
their  part;  that  as,  from  the  accounts  of  my 
envoys,  I could  not  hope  to  find  king  Faroo 
eafily,  I propofed  only  to  pay  a vifit  to  the 
Caffres,  who  waited  for  me  with  impatience, 
and  then  to  turn  off  towards  the  eaft,  in  order 
to  get  near  the  coaft,  where  we  might  per- 
haps difcover  the  veffel  that  had  been  fiiip- 
wrecked.  Finding  that  they  all  adhered  to 
the  promife  which  they  had  made  me,  I ad- 
dreifed  Swanepoel;  and  telling  him  that  I 
confidered  him  as  another  felf,  and  inverted 
him  with  the  whole  of  my  authority  during 
my,abfence,  I conjured  him  to  watch  over 
my  camp,  and  preferve  good  order  in  it,  as  I 
could  not  depend  on  the  reft. 

My  three  Gonaquas  having  arrived  on  the 
day  appointed,  nothing  remained  but  to  pre- 
pare ourfelves,  and  to  lay  in  provifions  ne- 
celTary  for  our  journey.  I filled  two  leather 
bags  with  gunpowder,  which  I enclofed  in 
a third,  to  preferve  them  from  moifture  ; and 
we  cart  balls  of  different  fizes,  made  a con- 
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fiderable  quantity  of  fmall  fliot,  and  I carried 
eight  fufees  along  with  me,  leaving  eight 
more  for  the  defence  of  my  camp.  I then 
colledted  different  kinds  of  beads  and  toys, 
which  I afforted  feparately  into  bags  and 
fmall  boxes,  and  packed  up  a woollen  cover- 
let, a large  cloak,  and  fome  other  effedls, 
which  I confidered  as  abfolutely  neceffary. 
For  the  life  of  my  kitchen,  we  carried  only 
one  kettle,  a boiler,  and  fome  tea,  > fait,  fu- 
gar,  &c.  My  companions  alfo  employed  them- 
fel  ves  in  rolling  up  their  fkins,  mats,  and 
utenfils;  and  they  did  not  forget  to  requefl 
that  I would  lay  in  a proper  provifion  of  to- 
bacco and  brandy.  The  buftle  and  agitation, 
with  the  running  backy\^ards  and  forwards,  , 
which  all  thefe  preparations  occafioned, 
would  have  afforded  me  a very  amufing 
fcene,  had  my  mind  been  calm,  and  all  my 
people  difpofed  to  follow  me  :~it  might  have 
been*  an  excellent  fubjed:  for  a painter.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  aftonifhed  and  forrow- 
ful  air  of  thofe  poltroons  wTo  remained  ex- 
hibited a fmgular  contrail:  : thofe  who  were 
about  to  depart  exalted  their  voices,  and  be- 
held them  with  a kind  of  pity  ; one  might 
have  faid,  that  they  no  longer  knew  tlicm, 
VoL.  II.  and 
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and  that  they  were  not  of  the  fame  fpecies. 
The  former  fufficiently  manifefted  the  un- 
eafinefs  they  felt  at  our  departure,  and  their 
dejedlion  on  feeing*meno  more  at  their  head: 
they  ardently  wifhed  to  know  ,how  long  I 
fhould  be  abfent  ; but  this  depended  as  little 
upon  me  as  on  them. 

When  our  baggage  was  packed  up,  and 
nothing  more  remained  to  be  done,  we  re- 
folved  to  depart  the  next  day,  being  the  third 
of  November. 

When  our  evening  fires  were  kindled,  I 
placed  myfelf  by  them  as  ufual,  with  all  my 
people,  ‘in  order  to  drink  teaj  and  I em- 
braced this  opportunity  to  give  a gentle  ad- 
monition to  thofe  who  w’-ere  to  remain  in  my 
camp.  I fiewxd  them  no  fign  of  difcontent  ; 
I even  pretended  to  approve  of  their  reafons  ; 
being  well  affured  that  I fliould  not  alter  the 
determination  of  thofe  tvho  intended  to  de- 
part Vv^ith  me  : but  with  refpciif  to  the  con- 
cern which  they  teflitied  for  my  perfon,  I 
told  them,  that  I had  too  great  confidence 
in  my  brave  friends  who  w’^ere  to  accompany 
me,  not  to  be  perfectly  eafy.  I recommended 
it  to  them  to  be  l^ridtly  obedient  to  the 
orders  of  old  Swanepoel,  and  I promifed  to 
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reward  all  thofe  who  fhould  behave  agree- 
ably to  the  good  opinion  which  they  had 
hitherto  given  me  caufe  to  entertain  of  them, 
in  fhort,  that  I might  leave  no  regret  iri  their 
minds,  and  that  I might  efface  even  the  re- 
membrance of  oilr  reciprocal  difagreement,  I 
ordered  a general  bumper  to  be  handed  round. 
They  then  drank  to  the  fuccefs  of  'our  jour- 
ney, and  each  retired  to  his  place  of  reft. 

Not  being  able  to  fteep  during  the  night,  I 
roufed  my  people  at  break  of  day;  after  which 
we  got  ready  our  baggage^  and  loaded  my 
four  oxen. 

Whilft  we  were  breakfafting,  I ordered 
all  my  dogs  to  be  tied  up:  for  without  this 
precaution,  the  whole  pack,  which  forefaw 
the  time  of  our  departure,  and  which  on  this 
account  fhewed  every  demonftration  of  joy, 
as  was  the  cafe  every  time  we  changed  our 
encampment,  would  not  have  failed  to  get 
before  us,  and  to  difperfe  themfelves  through- 
out the  fields.  I carried  only  five  of  them 
along  with  me. 

Before  \ve  took  leave  of  each  other,  I 
called  Swanepoel  afide,  and  told  him,  that  if 
I found  it  either  unfafe  or  impoftible  to  tra- 
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vcrfe  all  CafFraria,  I would  return  without 
fail  in  fifteen  days;  but  that,  if  I did  not 
appear  after  fix  weeks  were  elapfed,  he  might 
decamp  and  repair  to  Camdebo,  which. was 
his  own  country;  that  I left  him  at  liberty 
to  purfue  this  route  even  before  that  period, 
if  he  apprehended  that  there  would  be  the 
leaft  rifk  in  remaining  where  he  was,  and 
that  I could  eafily  find  means  to  join  him. 
I begged  him  to  have  a watchful  eye  over 
my  people,  my  carriages,  and  my  collections  ; 
and,  in  a word,  on  the  firft  appearance  of 
danger,  to  think  of  putting  every  thing  in  a 
place  of  fhelter.  If,  on  not  feeing  me  return, 
(added  I,  with  an  emotion  which  I could  not 
at  that  moment  conceal),  you  have  reafon  to 
defpair  of  my  fafety,  you  muft  make  direCtly 
for  the  Cape  v/ith  all  my  people^'  and  de- 
liver my  effects  to  my  friend  Mr,  Boers. 

This  worthy  old  man,  on  hearing  thefe 
laft  words,  could  not  help  fhedding  tears. 
Whilft  he  was  almoft  fuffocated  by  lighs 
and  fobbing,  I endeavoured  to  confole  him, 
by  promifmg  that  I would  attempt  nothing 
but  what  was  confiftent  with  prudence.  But  it 
W'ould  have  been  in  vain  for  him  to  attempt 
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to  detain  me  any  longer:  I tore  myfelf  away 
from  his  alfedlionate  carelTes,  and  joined  my 
horfes,  my  oxen,  and  my  dogs. 

Kees  had  already  got  the  ftart  of  me.  Ef- 
corted  by  my  eight  peopley  one  of  whom 
carried  my  tent,  I pudued  my  way,  and  foon 
loft  fight  of  my  camp.  To  crofs  the  river, 

I was  obliged  to  go  up  its  banks  for  the  fpace 
of  a league  and  a half;  and  when  I had 
reached  the  other  fide,  a part  of  my  people, 
.who  accompanied  me  thus  far,  took  leave  of 
me,  and  returned. 

Having  quitted  the  river,  we  directed  our 
courfe  towards  the  north-eaft,  which,  ac- 
cording to  my  fyft'em,  agreed  very  well  with 
the  dire<ftions  I had  received  from  Hans, 
where  to  entôr  Caffra:na  in  the  broadeft  part. 
We  always  travelled  under  the  fame  kind 
of  trees  which  were  interfperfed  through- 
out every  part  of  this  canton,  and  the  ground 
was  covered  with  very  long  grafs,  that  in-  , 
commoded  us  much;  but  my  people  fuf- 
fered  more  than  I,  becaufe,  as  it  was  entire- 
ly dry,  it  pricked  their  feet  at  every  ftep  : 
they  however  remedied  this  inconvenience 
in  part,  by  forming  bulkins  of  thongs  and 
grafs  twifted  together.  My  oxen  alone  ap- 
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peared  to  be  very  well  fatisfied  with  this 
circumftance  ; for,  whilft  they  were  marching 
forward,  they  fed  whenever  they  chofe,  w^ith- 
out  having  the  trouble  of  bending  down 
their  heads  to  the  earth.  We  had  always 
in  our  view  antelopes  of  different  kinds,  par- 
ticularly that  called  the  fpring-boch  My 
dogs  fprung  a buftard,  wdiich  I killed;  it 
will  form  a new  fpecies,  never  before  def- 
cribed,  larger  than  the  French  field -duck 
of  Europe:  the  plumage  of  its  neck  before, 
and  that  of  the  breaft  and  belly,  is  of  an  uni-c 
form  blueifh  grey  cplour;  all  the  upper  part 
of  the  body  has  a reddifh  tint,  fpotted  and 
ftriped  with  a cplour  almofl  black;  and  its 
voice  has  a great  refemblance  to  that  of  the 
toad,  but  it  is  ftronger. 

We  continued  our  journey  in  this  man- 
ner for  five  hours,  under  an  excdïive  heat, 
which  obliged  us  to  halt.  We  were,  it 
is  true,  almoft  continually  flieltered  by  the 
trees,  which  grew  ver^"  clofely  together;  but  ' 
. the  leaves  pf  the  mimofa  are  fo  fmall,  and  fo 
thinly  fcattered,  that  its  fhadc,  which  never 
darkens  the  place  where  it  falls,  may  almoft 
he  accounted  as  nothing.  We  found  no  other 
in  the  whole  plain  ; and  I obfen^ed  that  the 
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beautiful  trees,  like  thofe  of  Autcnlqua,  grew 
upon  the  tops  of  high  mountains,  which  we 
mull  have  gone  much  farther  in  fearch  of. 

Perceiving  in  the  coiirfe  of  our  march  that 
my  ape  often  (lopped  at  the  mimofa,  de- 
tached fome  of  the  prickles  with  which  that 
tree  is  furnifhed,  and  eat  them  with  plea- 
fure,  I was  defirous  of  partaking  with  him, 
efpecially  as  I confided  much  in  his  tafte. 
The  greened  of  thefe  prickles,  and  thofe  only 
which  could  be  eaten,  were  from  two  to  three 
inches  in  length,  and  as  brittle  as  afparagus. 
When  I taded  them,  I found  myfelf  very 
much  deceived  ; for  though  I at  fird  thought 
them  fweet  and  agreeable,  a moment  after  a 
mod  infupportable  tade  of  garlic,  which 
burnt  my  mouth,  and  which  the  mod  robud 
inhabitant  of  Marfeilles  could  not  have  en- 
dured, made  me  fp it  them  out  again.  The  feeds 
of  this  tree,  which  Kees  feemed  to  prefer, 
produced  the  fame  effefl  on  my  palate.  This 
fmell  was  fo  drong,  that  at  a didance  I could 
dlfcovcr,  by  its  urine,  when  an  ape  had  eaten 
of  the  mimofa. 

On  this  tree  I found  a very  large  and  mod 
elegant  fpecics  of  caterpillar  ; its  body  was 
furrounded  with  bands  of  a velvet  black  on 

Q A a beau- 


232 


TRAVELS  IN' 


a beautiful  green  ground.  When  it  becomes  a 
butterfly,  its  wings  are  almoft  entirely  white, 
wnth  a few  brown  ftripes  and  fpots;  its  body 
is  fo  foft  that  it  feels  to  the  touch  like  cot- 
ton. I had  feveral  opportunities  afterwards 
of  remarking,  that  when  the  mimofa  is  in 
bloom,  which  generally  happens  towards  the 
commencement  of  January,  its  flowers  are 
covered  with  a great  number  of  infers  of 
different  kinds;  in  the  cantons,  therefore, 
where  this  tree  grows,  one  may  find  in  the 
greateft  abundance  a part  of  thofe  different 
individuals  which  compofe  this  clafs  of  na- 
tural hiftory;  and,  by  a necelfary  confequence, 
an  infinite  number  of  different  birds  are  at- 
traâied  by  thefe  infedts,  which  form  the 
principal  part  of  their  nourifhment. 

I took  advantage  of  this  firft  halting  to  fkin 
the  buftard  which  I had  killed  ; its  flefh  af- 
forded me  a meal,  and  my  people  dined  on 
the  provifions  which  we  had  brought  with 
us.  My  oxen  had  fared  fo  well  during  the 
w’ay,  that  we  had  fcarcely  flopped.  ^ When 
they  lay  down,  notv/ithftanding  the  loads 
which  they  carried,  the  grafs  around  them 
was  fo  high  that  they  were  entirely  hid 
by  it.  In  the  afternoon  the  fky  became 
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overcafl:,  and  we  were  attacked  by  a moft 
dreadful  ftorm,  accompanied  with  thunder: 
but  we  ftill  continued  our  journey  ; for  being 
unwilling  to  unload  the  oxen  before  night, 
and  having  no  fhelter  in  the  place  where 
we  dined,  we  fliould  have  been  equally  ex- 
pofed  to  the  rain  when  at  reft  as  when  in 
motion.  About  five  in  the  evening,  how- 
ever, finding  ourfelves  fo  much  liaraiTed  that 
we  could  proceed  no  farther,  I ordered  my 
tent  to  be  immediately  erefled.  Large  fires 
were  kindled;  and  when  we  had  dried  our- 
felves I retired  to  reft,  whilft  my  people 
'ftretched  themfelves  out  as  well  as  tliey 
could  under  their  fkins  and  mats,  inclined 
towards  the  rain  in  the  fame  manner  as 
fcreens  are  placed  to  defend  houfes  from  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  The  moifture  of  the  earth 
foon  penetrated  the  blanket  upon  which  I 
had  thrown  myfelf,  but  in  vain,  to  enjoy  re- 
pofe;  and  the  rain  which  poured  down  in- 
ceflantly,  penetrated  through'  the  canvafs  of 
my  tent  on  all  fides,  fo  that  I was  as  com- 
pletely drenched  as  my  people. 

Having  prepared  to  depart  at  break  of  day, 
Hans  informed  me  that  we  could  not  be  far 
diftant  from  that  kraal  of  the  Caftres  which 
' had 
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had  been  deftroyed  by  the  planters.  As  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  had  difperfed  the  clouds,  I 
refumed  my  courage,  and  refolved  to  proceed 

I 

till  I found  this  kraal,  which  feemed  to  pro- 
mife  us  a commodious  fhelter  ; but  as  we 
had  already  maixhed  fcven  hours,  and  had 
three  leagues  more  to  travel  before  we  could 
reach  it  ; and  as  my  oxen  were  opprelTed  by 
fatigue,  and  as  night  was  approaching,  I re- 
folved to  eredl  my  tent,  efpecially  as  I found 
inyfelf  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a moft  de- 
lightful rivulet.  Every  league  we  travelled 
the  mimofas  became  ftill  fcarcer,  fmaller, 
and  more  hunted,  than  in  the  places  through 
which  we  had  paffed:  the  grafs  alfo  was 
not  fo  high.  We  indeed  found  that  we 
were  now  upon  a very  elevated  fpot.  From 
the  place  where  I was  encamped  my  people 
jfhewed  me  a very  high  mountain,  which 
they  thought  they  knew,  and  which  I could 
diftinguifli  better  by  the  help  of  my  fpying- 
glafs.  It  was  the  neareft  to  the  encampment 
of  Koks-Kraal,  and  I had  more  than  once 
traverfed  it  in  my  hunting  cxcurfions  : it  was 
about  ten  or  twelve  leagues  diftant  from  us. 

When  they  had  unloaded  the  oxen  and 
trcdled  my  tent,  1 made  an  excurfion  on  foot 
I along 
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along  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  which  pro- 
bably, after  many  windings,  joined  the  river 
Groot-Vis;  and  I had  the  good  fortune  to 
kill  a bird  of  the  cuckoo  kind,  which  to  me 
was  new  and  uncommon.  Notwithftanding 
its  affinity  to  that  of  which  I have  already 
fpoken,  and  which  Buffon  defcribes  under 
the  name  of  the  green  and  golden  cuckoo  of 
the  Cape,  I have  ftrong  reafons  for  making 
jt  another  fpecies:  its  note,  befides,  is  en- 
tirely different.  The  female,  more  cunning 
than  the  male,  made  me  lofe  a great  deal 
of  time  in  purfuing  her,  while  by  her  tricks, 
wffiich  I might  compare  to  thofe  of  a co- 
quette, ffie  every  moment  feemed  to  become 
lefs  ffiy,  in  order  to  deceive  my  hopes  the 
more.  When  I thought  I had  hold  of  her, 
fhe  inftantly  flew  to  the  diftance  of  ten  paces, 
to  renew  her  provoking  fport:  at  length,  af- 
ter amufing  me  in  this  manner  for  an  hour, 
ffie  retired  to  the  thickefl;  part  of  the  wood, 
and  I was  obliged  to  return  after  having 
fpent  my  labour  in  vain. 

Juft  as  I reached  my  camp,  one  of  my  . 
hunters  had  arrived  there  with  a gnou* 
which  he  had  killed.  Colonel  Gordon  was 

^ A fpecies  of  antelope.  . 
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the  firfl:  perfon  who  gave  an  account  of  this 
beautiful  and  rare  animal  ; and  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  which  he  fent  to  profeflbr  Alleman, 
and  which  that  learned  man  publifhed,  is 
very  accurate  ; but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  figure  which  accompanies  it  is  defeâiive 
'and  badlv  delineated.  This  animal,  which 
in  fliape  refembles  a finall  ox,  is  no  better 
reprefented  in  the  French  tranflation  of  Dr. 
Sparmann’s  Voyage,  becaufe  the  engraver,  or 
the  perfon  who  made  the  drawings,  not  con- 
tented with  giving  it  the  cheft  and  buttocks 
of  a horfe,  has  added  alfo  his  tail,  which  is 
falfe^  as  the  gnou  has  a tail  exadtly  like  that 
of  an  ox.  The  Hottentots  name  this  ante- 
lope nou^  preceded  by  that  fécond  kind  of 
clapping  which  I have  already  mentioned. 
It  was  probably  this  clapping  which  induced 
Colonel  Gordon  to  add  a ^ to  the  proper 
name,  which  renders  the  pronunciation  of  it 
almofi;  the  fame.  Dr.  Sparmann  writes  the 
word  gnu^  becaufe  the  u in  the  Swediüi  and 
German  languages  is  pronounced  on.  Tranf- 
, lators  ought  to  attend  to  thefe  fmall  varia- 
tions, which  may  occafion  errors  refpedling 
the  proper  names  of  animals,  which  ought 
not  to  be^  disfigured. 
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We  fpent  this  night  very  peaceably,  having 
our  oxen  faftened  near  us  with  large  leather 
thongs,  and  our  horfe  with  reins.  We  in- 
deed heard  fome  lions  roaring  at  a diftance 
in  the  mountains;  but  w’e  were  under  very 
little  apprehenfions  on  that  account.  In  ge- 
neral our  uneafinefs  and  embarrafTment  in 
this  refpe(fl  had  always  decreafed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  train  which  followed  us. 

Having  departed  early  on  the  5th  of  the 
month,  we  arrived  at  the  kraal  of  the  Caffres, 
which  we  imagined  we  had  met  with  the 
evening  before.  The  greater  part  of  the  - 
huts  were  hill  entire,  and  only  a few  of 
them  had  been  burnt.  I obferved  fix  or 
feven  handing  clofe  together  in  a clufter; 
the  reft,  which  might  amount  to  about  fifty 
or  fixty,  were  fcattered  here  and  there  in 
the  extent  of  half  a league.  Here  I difco- 
vered,  for  the  firft  time,  that  thefe  people  ap- 
ply themfelvcs  a little  to  agriculture:  they 
fow  a kind  of  millet,  known  under  the  name 
of  Caffre  wheat;  and,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  till  the  ground  with  greater  faci- 
lity, each  choofes  that  fpot  which  feems  to  be 
moft  favourable  for  his  views,  and  eretfts  his 
hut  iû  the  centre  of  it  : on  this  account  their 
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kraals  are  not  in  one  and  the  fame  place,  like 
thofe  of  the  Gonaquas  or  Hottentots.  It  is 
probable  that  thofe  among  whofe  huts  we 
were  had  been  furprifed  by  the  planters;  for 
we  found  every  where  around  us  carcaffes 
and  fcattered  limbs,  half  devoured  by  fero-^ 
cious  animals.  Several  fields  of  corn  were 
ready  for  the  hand  of  the  reaper;  but  the 
antelopes,  which  appear  in  great  numbers 
when  they  are  not  driven  away  by  fcare- 
crows,  had  damaged  them  confiderably  : my 
oxen,  which  were  here  let  loofe,  completed 
the  devaftation. 

As  for  me,  I eflablifhed  myfelf  in  my  tent, 
and  my  Hottentots  in  the  feven  huts  of 
which  they  took  pofTefTion.  As  the  fituation 
of  this  place  appeared  to  me  very  agreeable, 
I refolved  to  fpend  feveral  days  in  it  ; and  in 
confequence  of  this  determination,  we  cut 
down  a number  of  large  branches,  with 
which  my  tent  was  fo  well  concealed,  that  it 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  difcover  it* 
A [rivulet  of  limpid  water  rolled  over  its 
pebbly  bed  clofe  to  us  ; a few  mimofas  here 
and  there  interfperfed  prefervcd  a little  cool- 
nefs;  and  at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  paces 
from  our  camp  we  could,  if  neceflary,  -enjoy 
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a moft  delightfal  fheîter,  in  an  immenfe  foreft 
compofed  of  large  and  magnificent  trees.  I 
often  went  thither  to  walk,  efpecially  during 
the  great  heats  of  the  day  ; and  it  clearly  ap- 
peared, from  the  various  paths  which  crofled 
each  other  in  a thoufand  different  directions, 
that  this  place  mufl;  have  been  long  fre- 
quented. 

I obferved  here  many  trees  of  the  fame 
kind  as  thofe  I had  met  with  in  the  country 
of  Auteniqua:  the  Jiink-houtt,  or  ftinking 
wood,  abounded  in  every  quarter.  This  tree 
is  found  alfo,  as  I have  already  remarked, 
near  the  bay  of  Agoa,  from  which  it  is 
tranfported  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape, 
in  order  to  be  manufactured  and  employed 
in  cabinet  work;  but  the  expence  occafioned 
by  the  diftance  of  that  bay  renders  it  ex- 
ceedingly fcarce  and  dear.  Befides  being 
fufceptible  of  the  fineft  polifh,  it  has  the^  va- 
luable property  of  being  proof  againft  the 
attacks  of  worms;  and  when  it  grows  old, 
rt  acquires  a cheftnut  colour,  the  veins  of 
tvhich  being  very  broad  are  fhaded  with 
tints  more  or  lefs  dark.  When  it  is  cut,  and 
before  it  becomes  dry,  it  exhales  an  excre- 
mentitious  fmell,  which  occafions  a naufea, 
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particularly  in  wet  weather,  and  when  it  is 
impregnated  with  water;  but  in  proportion 
as  it  dries,  it  lofes  this  noxious  quality.  Like 
all  hard  and  compad:  timber,  it  grows  flowly  ; 
but  in  procefs  of  time  it  increafes  in  height 
and  bulk,  fo  as  to  furpafs  the  tallell  oaks. 

I obferved  alfo  the  geelc-houtt^  or  yellow 
wood,  which  takes  its  name  from  its  colour. 
It  is  not  fo  highly  valued  as  the  other  for 
making  different  articles  of  furniture;  but 
as  it  is  well  fliaped  and  fells  readily,  it  is 

converted  into  beautiful  boards,  planks,  and 

» 

beams  for  building.  It  produces  a yellow 
fruit  of  the  fize  of  a plum,  whicli  is  very 
thickly  covered  with  fmall  tubercles  : the 
kernel,  which  is  extremely  hard,  is  the  only 
part  of  it  that  can  be  eaten. 

Another  tree,  the  royc-bouft^  or  red  wood, 
takes  its  name  alfo  from  the  deen  red  colour 

X 

• of  its  bark.  It  is  thick,  but  very  tender,  and 
a dye  may  be  extraded  from  it.  The  fruit, 
which  is  of  the  fize  of  an  olive,  is  likewife 
red  when  ripe  : it  is  eat  with  pleafure,  and 
the  inhabitants  make  a kind  of  fpirituous  li- 
quor from  it. 

I flopped  before  a kaerfen  boom^  or  cherry- 
tree,  which  to  me  feemed  to  have  no  other 
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merit  than  that  of  recalling  to  my  view  the 
place  where  I killed  my  four  elephants,  and 
the  time  when  that  event  happened.  I re- 
membered that  they  readily  eat  the  fruit  and 
the  leaves  of  this  tree  ; and,  as  I had  never 
tailed  them,  I embraced  this  opportunity  of 
their  being  within  my  reach  ; but  I was  con- 
vinced that  one  mull  be  an  elephant  to  be 
able  to  endure  them. 

My  Hottentots  made  me  remark  a tree 
which  I had  never  before  feen,  and  which 
they  told  me  had  been  formerly  very  com- 
mon in  the  colonies.  It  was  employed  in 
preference  to  any  other  for  making  carts  and 
waggons  ; but  only  by  the  company,  who  had 
exprefsly  forbid  it  to  be  ufed  except  for  their 
fervice.  This  exclu fion  was  the  caufe  of  its 
deflrudlion,  and  it  is  now  only  feen  in  places 
remote  from  the  colonies.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  indolence  of  the  planters  fulfered 
it  to  decay  entirely,  fo  that  at  prefent  it  is 
confidercd  as  a loft  fpecies.  This  tree,  at  the 
Cape,  is  named  boeken  hQutt. 

< CafFraria  often  produces,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  linall  rivers  and  in  marfhy  places,  a 
kind  of  trees  which  have  a great  refemblance 
to  our  willows.  I have  alfo  often  met  with  • 
VoL.  II.  R the 
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the  wild  almond  tree,  wilde-amandel^  the  nar- 
row leaves  and  fruit  of  which,  fhaped  exactly 
like  ours,  differed  only  in  the  reddilh  brown 
colour  of  the  hulk. 

If  fome  Ikilful  botanift  would  traverfe  this 

♦ 

beautiful  country  which  I am  now  deferib- 
ing,  he  would  certainly  find  objeds  highly 
worthy  of  his  attention,  and  which  might 
prove  of  great  advantage  to  fcience.  As  for 
my  part,  I direded  my  refearches  to  thofe 
things  only  which  I had  never  before  feen, 
or  which  appeared  extraordinary.  Being  in- 
capable of  diftinguilhing  the  real  properties 
of  trees,  plants,  and  Ihrubs,  I admired  no- 
thing but  their  ftriking  differences  ; fuch, 
for  example,  as  the  mofs  or  yellow  lichen  that 
adhered  to  them  ; all  its  Ihoots  being  often 
ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length  : my  people,  in 
their  language,  called  it  hair  : and  in  feveral 
cantons  the  trees  were  fo  covered  with  it,  that 
one  could  neither  diftinguilh  the  trunk  nor 
the  branches  nor  even  a fmgle  leaf  ; which 
appeared  to  me  very  fingular. 

- This  mol's  was  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to 
me  in  preferving  my  birds  ; and  I ftrongly 
advife  Inch  ornithologifts  as  may  be  induced 
to  vifit  this  very  curious  part  of  Africa,  not 
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to  encumber  themfelves  with  tow,  cotton  or 
any  other  fubftances  of  the  like  nature.  In 
order  that  I might  procure  a quantity  of  it 
fufficient  for  my  whole  journey,  as  I was 
afraid  of  not  finding  it  elfewhere,  I ordered 
one  of  thefe  trees  to  be  cut  down  and  to  be 
ftripped  of  all  its  hair.  The  youngeft  and 
fhorteft  is  the  moft  delicate;  that  which  is 
fix  feet  long  is  harder,  and  can  be  of  no  ufe 
but  for  quadrupèdes  and  very  large  birds. 

I found  creeping  plants  alfo  in  almofi:  every 
place  where  I pafled,  which  having  reached 
the  fummits,  and  even  the  fmalleft  branches 
of  the  trees,  Ihot  forth  filaments  that  hung 
down  to  the  earth.  Being  at  firfi;  exceed- 
ingly weak  and  (lender,  they  at  length  attain 
to  the  fize  of  one’s  arm,  like  thofe  feen  ia 
America.  Thefe  filaments,  which  are  al- 
moft  innumerable,  bear  no  leaves,  and  the 
natives  call  them  bavians  tow^  or  bavians 
ropes^  becaufe,  by  their  afliftance,  thefe  apeà 
climb  to  the  tops  of  the  trees  in  order  to 
reach  the  fruit  of  the  plants,  which  grows 
only  at  their  extremities  where  the  filaments 
begin  to  (hoot  forth.  This  fruit,  which  birds, 
and  particularly  the  touracos,  are  exceedingly 
fond  of,  contains  in  its  pulp  a few  round 
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and  flat  feeds  : it  is  of  the  fize  of  a cherry,  aiïd 
has  a crimfon  colour.  I fpeak  here  of  the 
fruit  of  a particular  fpecies  of  thefe  plants, 
which  is  called  the  wild  grape,  on  account 
of  the  great  refemblance  which  its  leaves 
have  to  thofe  of  the  vine.  Thefe  natu- 
ral ropes  will  fuftain  the  weight  of  a man, 
if  the  branch  from  w^hich  they  are  fufpended 
be  fufficiently  flrong  : this  cherry  is  excel- 
lent, and  very  proper  for  making  a kind  of 
• fpirituous  liquor;  when  preferved,  it  is  ftill 
better.  I have  often  imitated  the  baviansy 
and  mounted,  by  the  help  of  thefe  cords,  to 
the  fummits  of  the  trees,  to  gather  the  fruit, 
.and  fometimes  to  colle(ft  infedts. 

Thefe  woods  abounded  likewife  with  two 
fpecies  of  antelopes,  not  at  all  wild  : the  bos- 
boc^  which  I had  feen  in  other  places,  and 
that  called  by  the  Hottentots  7ioumetjes.  Of 
the  latter  I had  only  a flight  view  in  the 
country  of  Autiniqua  ; it  is  not  uncommon, 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to'  approach  fo  near  it 
as  to  kill  it.  Bcfides  this,  it  feldom  appears 
in  the  plains,  but  keeps  itfelf  concealed  in 
the  bufhes  and  thickeft  parts  of  the  forefls. 
At  the  utinoft  it  is  no  more  than  twelve  or 
fifteen  inches  in  height  ; the  horns  of  the 
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male  are  ftraight,  finooth,  and  diftant  about 
a hand  breadth  from  each  other.  The  co- 
lour of  this  little  animal  is  a moufe  grey, 
which,  on  the  ridge  of  the  back,  aflumes  a 
reddifli  tint  : but  the  belly  and  the  infide  of 
the  thighs  are  white.  It  may  be  eafily  feen, 
by  the  elegance  of  its  form,  that  it  is  exceed- 
ingly nimble;  it  fometimes  takes  furprifmg 
leaps,  and  fquats  down  like  a hare.  If  any 
one  happens  to  get  near  it,  as  foon  as  it  per- 
ceives him,  it  inftantly  betakes  itfelf  to  flight 
with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  and  afterwards 
flops  at  fome  diftance  to  examine  its  puiTuer. 
This  is  the  only  opportunity  one  can  have 
of  firing  at  it  ; and  the  hunter  muft,  without 
lofs  of  time,  embrace  it,  for  it  lafts  only  for 
a moment.  Its  cry,  which  I ought  rather 
to  call  its  warbling,  is  very  long  and  fhrill  : 
it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  imi- 
tate it.  It  begins  by  a broken  kind  of 
whiffling,  the  tones  of  which  are  like  thofe 
of  a tabour  hung  round  with  little  bells  ; and 
its  goat-like  voice  imitates  thenx  exceedingly 
well  : one  would  hardly  conceive  that  fo 
Imall  an  animal  could  make  fo  loud  a noife  ; 
when  I heard  it  for  the  firfl  time  I imagined, 
that  I wa,s  dreaming.  Its  flelh,  more  deli- 
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cate  than  that  of  any  other  antelope,  was  to 
us  a moft  delicious  treat.  I fhall  give  a de- 
fcription,  with  a figure  of  this  animal,  in 
my  account  of  the  quadrupèdes  of  Africa, 

Among  other  new  birds  of  this  canton,  I 
Ihot  a fmall  eagle,  which  had  a very  long  crefl 
that  hung  down  behind  its  head  ; and  I named 
another  bird  the  king  s hunter^^  on  account 
of  the  refemblance  of  its  form  to  that  of  the 
king’s  fifher.  Its  bill,  which  is  long,  is  of 
a red  colour  ; the  back,  the  wings,  and  the 
tail,  are  of  a lively  blue  : it  feeds  upon  infedts, 
inhabits  only  the  woods,  and  makes  its  neft 
in  hollow  trees.  I fhall  not  forget  this  beau- 
tiful bird  in  my  ornithology. 

Nothing  remarkable  occurred  to  us  in  this 
encampment,  except  that,  during  the  whole 
time  of  our  refidence  here,  we  regularly  ex- 
perienced every  evening,  between  three  and 
four  o’clock,  fevere  ftorms,  which  did  not 
much  incommode  us,  becaufe  they  were  of 
fhort  continuance.  On  the  9th  of  the  month 
we  packed  up  our  baggage  and  again  fet  out, 
when  my  Hçttentots,  according  to  their  cuf- 
tom  of  giving  names  to  places  from  fome 
circumftance  that  has  happened  in  them, 

■*  Martin  chajfsur, 
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called  the  kraal  which  we  left  the  Catnp  of 
Slaughter»  Having  advanced  ftraight  to- 
wards the  eaft,  and  traverfed  a canton  all 
the  grafs  of  which  had  been  a prey  to  the 
flames,  a frefh  verdure  that  began  to  fhoot 
up  formed  a moft  beautiful  green  carpet 
under  our  feet.  At  every  ftep  we  met  whole 
flocks  of  fpring-bocks,  gnous,  and  oftriches. 
As  we  had  more  provifions  than  were  necef- 
fary,  we  did  not  fire  at  thefe  antelopes.  'I 
only  difcharged  my  fufee  at  a few  oftriches  j 
but  being  too  fufpicious  to  fuffer  any  one  to 
approach  near  them,  I could  not  kill  one  of 
them.  In  proportion  as  we  advanced,  the 
antelopes  colleded  themfelves  into  a body  to 
fee  us  pafs  ; and  the  heat  was  fo  intenfe,  and 
perfpiration  fo  abundant,  that  a,,  cloud  of  va- 
pour arofe  from  the  middle  of  thefe  innu- 
merable flocks.  In  the  courfe  of  our  march 
I killed  partridges  fufticient  to  dine  all  my 
people,  but  we  did  not  flop  to  regale  on 
them  till  we  had  fatigued  ourfelves  by  con- 
tinuing our  journey  for  full  five  hours  more. 
About  which  time  a heavy  rain  came,  one  as 
ufual  that  refrefhed  us  much.  Throughout 
all  this  canton  I obferved  the  traces  of  oxen, 
which  indeed  feemed  to  be  very  old  ; hut  I 
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was  fiirprifed  that  fo  fine  a country  fhould  be 
entirely  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  and  that  we 
did  not  meet  with  a fiiigle  Calfre.  Hans 
pretended  that  the  alarm  had  been  too  gene^ 
ral  ; and  though  we  had  already  travelled 
thirty  leagues,  I began  to  defpair  of  feeing 
even  one  kraal  : every  thing  feemed  to  an- 
nounce that  thefe  people  had  retired  farther 
towards  the  centre  ; and  I conjectured  that  if 
we  fhould  difcover  any  of  the  inhabitants, 
they  could  only  be  fpies  from  the  hordes, 
xvho,  defirous  of  promoting  the  general  good, 
ranged  the  country,  and  kept  themfelves 
concealed  in  ambufh. 

While  I was  converfing  familiarly  with 
my  people,  I perceived  a fmall  flock  of  antCr 
lopes,  which,  palfing  quite  clofe  to  us,  made 
off  full  fpeed,  being  purfued  by  a pack  of 
feventeen  wild  dogs.  I inftantly  mounted 
my  horfe,  and  fet  out  on  a full  gallop  to  de- 
fend the  antelopes  and  to  attack  the  wild 
dogs  ; but  I unluckily  foon  lofl;  fight  of  them 
both.  As  the  ground  was  covered  with 
pebbles  concealed  under  the  grafs,  my  horfp  ' 
fumbled  at  every  ftep,  and  we  both  narrowly 
•efcaped  having  our  necks  broke.  Returning 
therefore  very  deliberately  in.  order  to  join 
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my  people,  an  oftrich  ftarted  up  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  twenty  paces  from  me  ; and  as  I ' 
doubted  whether  it  might  not  be  a femalç 
which  had  been  fitting,  I haftened  to  the  fpot 
from  which  I faw’-  it  depart,  where  I found 
eleven  eggs  ftill  warm,  and  four  more  feat-» 
tered  at  a diftance  of  two  or  three  feet  from 
the  neft.  Having  called  to  my  companions, 
who  inlfantlv  flocked  round  me,  I ordered 
them  to  break  one  of  the  warm  eggs,  in 
which  we  perceived  a young  one  completely 
formed,  and  of  the  fize  of  a chicken  when 
j'eady  to  burft  its  fhell.  I imagined  that  all 
thefe  eggs  were  fpoiled  ; but  my  people  thought 
otherwife.  Each  of  them  endeavoured  to 
fall  upon  the  neft;  and  Amiroo,  taking  up 
the  other  four,  defired  me  to  eat  them,  aflur- 
ing  me  that  I fliould  find  them  excellent, 
I here  learned  from  this  favage  a circum-; 
ftance  which  my  Hottentots  themfelves  were 
ignorant  of,  and  which  is  even  unknown  to 
naturalifts,  fince  no  one  whom  I know 
fpeaks  of  it.  This  fadl,  which  I have  often 
afterwards  had  an  opportunity  of  verifying, 
is,  that  the  oftrich  always  depofits  near  her 
neft  a certain  number  of  eggs,  proportioned 
to  thofe  which  ftie  deftines  for  incubation. 

As 
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As  fhe  never  fits  upon  thcfe  eggs,  they  will 
keep  frefh  a long  time,  and  the  provident  in- 
ftind  of  the  mother  fcts  them  apart  for  the 
firft  nourifhment  of  the  young  produced  from 
the  reft.  Experience  convinced  me  of  the 
truth  of  this  aflertion  ; and  every  time  I met 
with  an  oftrich’s  neft,  I found  feveral  of  the 
eggs  feparated  in  the  fame  manner.  When 
I deferibe  thefe  fmgular  birds,  I ihall  enlarge 
more  on  this  interefting  fubjeél. 

At  half  after  feven  in  the  evening  I halted 
near  a confiderable  pond  formed  by  the  rain- 
water, as  my  oxen  had  not  tafted  any  when 
we  flopped  at  noon,  and  as  I was  not  certain 
of  finding  an  opportunity  of  refreftiing  them 
if  I advanced  farther.  When  our  fires  were 
kindled,  each  cooked  his  eggs  after  his  own 
manner  ; having  taken  off  the  fkin  from  one 
of  thofe  which  were  referved  for  me,  my 
Hottentots  put  a little  greafe  into  it,  after  it 
had  been  half  buried  in  hot  afties,  and  ftirring 
it  with  a wooden  fpoon,  they  made  of  it 
what  is  called  a broiled  egg,  which,  if  I re- 
member right,  might  be  equivalent  to  at  leaft 
a dozen  of  hen’s  eggs  ; but,  notwithftanding 
my  voracious  appetite,  and  the  exquifite  tafte 
of  this  new  food,  I could  only  eat  the  half  of 
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It.  Several  of  my  people,  after  taking  out 
the  young  which  they  found  in  theirs,  made 
an  omelet  of  the  reft.  I queftioned  them, 
with  fome  pleafantry,  refpediing  their  fine 
ragouts  of  thefe  half-hatched  eggs^  and  I 
could  not  help  concluding  that  they  muft  be 
infectious  ; on  this  account  I was  defirous  of 
tailing  them,  and  had  I not  been  blinded  by 
prejudice,  I Hiould  have  found  no  difference 
between  them  and  mine,  and  fhould  have  eat 
them  with  as  much  pleafure. 

We  fpent  the  evening  very  cheerfully  ; but 
this  w^as  not  the  cafe  during  the  night,  for 
we  were  all  kept  awake  by  the  continual 
barking  of  our  dogs,  which  was  the  more 
difagreeable,  as  our  ears  were  aifailed  by  no 
other  noife.  As  this  uproar  was  not  occa- 
fioned  by  any  wild  beaft,  for  it  would  foon 
or  late  have  made  its  appearance,  our  fufpi- 
cions  fell  upon  the  favages,  and  1 began  to 
be  apprehenfive  of  fome  treachery.  Day  at 
length  appeared,  but  it  did  not  bring  back 
tranquillity,  and  all  the  fearch  which  we 
made  in  the  neighbourhood  proved  entirely 
fruitlcfs.  We  did  not  know  whether  the 
people  whom  we  dreaded  were  Caflfres,  or 
ibme  of  thofe  plunderers  called  the  Bolhmen  ; 
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the  drynefs  of  the  ground  and  the  grafs,  in 
the  fpot  where  we  were  encamped,  did  not 
permit  us  to  difcover  their  traces  ; and  on  the 
I oth,  without  learning  any  thing  farther,  we 
departed,  keeping  ftill  towards  the  eaft.  This 
dire<SHon  conduced  us  to  a canton,  in  which 
the  mimofas  were  in  fo  great  abundance,  and. 
fg  tall  and  bufhy,  that  they  formed  a real  fo- 
reft.  After  paffing  through  it  we  found  a 
fmall  river,  which  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  to 
be  able  to  ford  ; and  marching  along  its  banks 
two  full  leagues,  we  encamped,  as  night  was 
about  to  overtake  us. 

Having  been  informed  by  our  guide,  that 
three  leagues  farther  we  fhoiild  at  length  find 
the  kraal  of  thofe  CalFres  who  had  folicited 
me  to  pay  them  a vifit,  I was  the  more  de- 
firous  of  feeing  it,  as  it  was  very  curious  and 
ancient  ; and  as  this  place,  extremely  com- 
modious and  well  known  to  the  favages,  fel- 
dom  remained  vacant,  and  as  the  horde  was 
exceedingly  numerous.  That  we  might  not 
difcQver  ourfelves,  I ordered  my  people  not 
to  fire  at  any  game  whatever  ; and  when  my 
tent  was  ere<fled,  and  our  fires  kindled,  we 
remained  around  them  till  late  at  night.  Af- 
^er  this,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  in 
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v\»hofe  proinifes  I prudently  repofed  very  little 
confidence,  I ordered  Ibme  frefh  branches  to 
be  thrown  into  thefe  fires,  to  keep  them  burn- 
ing till  day-light,  and  we  then  went  and  laid 
ourfelves  down  on  mats  at  the  diftance  of 
fifty  paces  farther.  We  were  not  difturbed 
in  our  fleep  ; and  next  morning  Hans,  with 
two  of  my  Hottentots  well  armed,  letting 
out  before,  I appointed  them  to  meet  us  at  a 
place  two  leagues  diftant  from  üs,  that  is  to 
lay  within  a league  of  the  kraal,  and'  to 
come  immediately  and  give  us  an  account  of 
what  they  had  feen.  In  two  hours  they  re- 
turned, and  informed  me,  with  equal  grief 
and  allonilliment,  that  they  had  found  the 
kraal  in  very  good  condition,  but  that,  like 
the  reft,  it  was  abfolutely  deferted  ; upon 
which  I continued  my  route  to  the  fpot,  and 
took  pofteftion  of  this  new  empire.  In  this 
kraal,  which  was  remarkably  extenfive,  we 
found  above  an  hundred  huts  apparently  very 
ancient,  and  conftrudted  with  great  Iblidity; 
they  were  diftributed  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
and  at  the  ul'ual  diftances,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  inhabitants  had  been  alarmed  with- 
out caufe,  for  we  oblerved  no  ruins,  and  not 
a fingle  dead  body.  In  one  of  the  huts  they 
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had  forgot  two  affagays;  and  in  another  a. 
woman’s  finall  apron,  a few  wooden  utenfils 
for  tilling  the  earth,  and  feme  other  trifles  of 
very  little  value  ; thefe  different  objects  I 
took  poffeflTion  of.  1 he  fmall  corn-fields  did 
not  here  exhibit,  as  in  the  firff:  kraal  where 
we  flopped,  a piâure  of  defolation  and  de- 
ftrudion  ; on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  that 
the  crops  had  been  carried  away  in  peace.  We 
determined  to  flop  here  two  or  three  days,  in 
order  to  diftribute  a few  fcouts  at  a diftance, 
and  to  fee  if  we  could  not  difeover  fome  Caf- 
fres  in  the  neighbourhood.  I well  knew  that 
by  going  diredtly  northward  I fhould  fall  in 
with  the  centre  of  Caffraria,  which  I above 
all  things  wifhed  to  avoid,  as  I thought  it 
better  to  advance  gradually  towards  it  by 
long  circuits,  and  not  to  expofe  myfelf,  but 
in  proportion  as  I fhould  fee  the  dangers  lef- 
fened,  and  according  to  the  information  which 
I might  acquire  by  the  way.  All  our  ftrata- 
gems,  and  all  our  refearches,  ended  however 
in  nothing,  for  not  a Angle  Caffre  appeared. 

I will  be  candid  enough  to  confefs,  that, 
from  my  own  prejudice,  and  the  pompous 
deferiptions  of  the  magnificence  and  luxury 
of  the  Afiatic  defpots,  I imagined  that  I fhould 
. , find 
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jfincl  at  leaft  fome  appearance  of  them,  in  the 
territories  of  the  king  of  the  CafFres.  This 
idea  had  infpired  me  with  a very  ftrong 
defire  of  feeing  Faroo  ; but  I no  longer 
found  the  fame  food  for  my  curiofity,  after 
the  laft  guefts  whom  I had  received  in  my 
camp,  and  who  generally  refided  near,  had 
told  me  that  this  prince,  without  any  parti- 
cular train,  inhabited,  like  the  meaneft  of 
his  fubjeds,  a hut  which  was  neither  larger 
nor  better  ornamented  than  the  reft  ; that, 
like  them,  he  might  become  very  poor,  if  a 
mortality  prevailed  among  his  cattle  ; that 
his  fubje(îts  were  obliged  to  pay  him  neither 
fubfidies  nor  taxes  ; that  he  had  no  right  to 
touch  their  property  ; that,  in  a word,  he  was 
only  a plain  chief  as  among  the  Hottentots  ; 
that  the  only  remarkable  difference  between 
this  chief  and  the  reft  was,  that  his  place 
was  hereditary;  but  that,  deftitute  of  every 
ftxternal  decoration,  and  of  every  badge  of 
royalty,  he  pofiefled  only  a very  limited 
power. 

From  thefe  details,  many  of  thofe  brilliant  ' 
ideas  which  my  imagination  had  formed  re- 
fpe<fting  this  king  began  to  difappear  ; and  as 
I could  gain  nothing  by  feeing  him,  and  as  I 
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. defpaired  of  meeting  with  him,  my  whole 
views  were  directed  towards  the  fhipwrecked 
veflel.  The  relations  of  my  Caffres  gave  me 
very  little  hopes  of  being  able  to  fatisfy  my- 
felf  on  this  point  j yet  I purfued  my  courfe 
towards  the  coaft,  always  full  of  the  chime- 
rical notion  that  I fhould  obtain  more  cer- 
tain information  refpedting  it. 

In  every  part  of  our  way  we  found  nothing 
but  deferted  huts,  without  feeing 'a  fingie  in- 
habitant, or  any  traces  of  the  human  race. 
In  order,  however,  to  indemnify  us  for  this 
lofs,  all  the  places  through  which  we  palfed 
abounded  with  buffaloes,  antelopes,  and  in 
general  with  game  of  every  kind — which 
proves,  better  than  vain  reafoning,  that  the 
Caffres  are  not  fo  much  addicted  to  hunting 
as  the  Hottentots;  that  they  truft  lefs  to  hopes, 
and  that  they  depend  more  on  their  corn  and 
flocks  than  on  the  refources  of  their  fkill  and 
dexterity  in  wielding  their  affagays  and  clubs. 
We  faw  feveral  elephants,  but  they  did  not 
fuffer  us  to  get  near  enough  to  fire  at  them. 

Since  my  departure  from  Koks-Kraal,  1 
had  formed  fo  large  a colledlion  of  birds,  that 
1 no  longer  knew  where  to  put  them  ; it  Was 
certainly  more  embarraffing  by  its  fize  than 
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Its  weight  ; though  I had  always  taken  care, 
after  preferving  each  individual,  to  place 
it  flat  in  order  to  fpare  room. 

On  the  15th  we  croiTed  the  fmall  river 
.which  we  had  followed  this  far,  in  order  to 
avoid  barren  and  too  fteep  mountains  which 
appeared  before  us;  after  this  we  were  obliged 
to  turn  off  towards  the  fouth,  becaufe,  not 
finding  any  beaten  track,  we  were  forced  to 
direct  our  courfe  according  to  circumftances 
and  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  the  courfe 
of  our  march  I fprung  a buftard  a little  be- 
fore me  ; which  I killed  ; it  had  been  fitting 
on  two  eggs,  which  contained  young  ready 
to  burft  the  fliell,  and  covered  with  their  firft 
down.  I was  extremely  happy  that  chance 
procured  me  this  bird,  which  was  entirely 
new  to  me  ; and  it  appeared  that  the  male 
and  the  female  fit  on  the  eggs  alternately. 
The  one  I killed,  which  was  a male,  had  a 
very  large  and  thick  creft,  like  a capuchin, 
on  the  hinder  part  of  its  head.  The  female 
which  foon  came  and  hovered  around  the 
fpot,  feemed  to  watch  us,  and  from  time  to 
time  fent  forth  a very  hoarfe  cry.  I had  flat- 
tered myfelf  that  I fhould  be  able  to  kill  her 
alfo,  and  with  this  view  I left  the  two  eggs 
VoL.  II,  S in 
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in  the  neft  : but  as  in  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood there  was  no  place  where  I could  con- 
ceal myfelf  fo  as  not  to  be  feen,  flie  did  not 
approach  ; I therefore  abandoned  my  defign 
and  purfued  my  journey. 

It  is  probable  that  there  was  not  a Tingle 
Caffre  in  all  that  part  of  the  country  v.»hich 
we  had  hitherto  traverfed  ; for  the  reports  of 
our  fufees  which  we  fired  continuallv  for 

j 

Tome  days,  either  in  our  marches  or  in  our 
different  encampments,  muft  have  difcovered 
us,  and  conduced  them  towards  us,  as  they 
are  far  from  being  timorous.  During  our 
journey  we  were  not,  however,  all  of  the 
fame  opinion  on  this  fubjeifl,  which  formed 
the  ufual  grounds  of  our  converfation  ; Tome 
pretending  that  there  muft  be  Caffres  in 
, the  canton,  but  that,  not  being  numerous, 
they  did  not  venture  to  appear;  and  others 
maintaining  that  there'  were  none,  fince  we 
had  not  been  attacked  by  them  : but  when 
we  came  to  deliberate  what  condudf  we 
ought  to  purfue  when  wc  fhould  meet  them, 
all  my  people  loft  themfelves  in  abfurdity, 
and  formed  the  moft  ridiculous  and  imprac- 
ticable plans  for  our  defence.  I alone  was  of 
opinion  that  it  w*ould  be  proper  to  fuftain  the 
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Êrft  difcharge  of  their  weapons  without  re-  ' 
turning  it,  and  to  endeavour,  by  gentle  means, 
to  come  to  an  explanation  before  we  ufed  our 
arms,  which  would  fecure  us  the  advantage, 
fhould  we  be  compelled  to  have  recourfe  to 
them.  I entertained  no  doubt  that  this  me- 
thod would  fuceeed  Ihould  w-e  be  attacked 
in  the  day  time;  but  if  in  the  night,  the  cafe 
would  have  been  different.  In  this  prudent 
plan  of  accommodation  I however  faw  diffi- 
culties almoft  infurmountable;  and  it  was  to 
avoid  every  kind  of  misfortune  that  we ‘had 
always  made  it  a rule  to  fleep  at  the  diftance 
of  fifty  paces  from  my  tent,  over  which  I 
took  care  to  leave  my  flag  floating,  that  it 
might  be  perceiYcd  at  a great  diftance.  This 
little  ftratagem  'fecured  us  at  leaft  from  the 
firft  furprife. 

Notwithftanding  our  apprehenfions,  w^e 
did  not  give  over  our  courfes  and  hunting 
excurfions.  Water  now  grew  more  fcarce, 
and  I began  to  entertain  very  ferions  appre- 
henfions. One  day,  when  the  weather  was 
cloudy,,  which  enabled  us  to  make  a very 
agreeable  and  gentle  march  for  more  than  ^ 
fix  hours,  I perceived  Kees  flop  all  of  a Hid- 
den, ' turn  his  face  and  nofe  towards  the 
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wind,  and  begin  to  run  with  all  my  dogs 
after  him,  none  of  which  made  the  leaft 
noife.  Aftonifhed  at  this  new  fpedlacle,  and 
perceiving  nothing  that  could  particularly 
attraâ:  them,  I made  hafte  to  come  up  witli 
them  ; but  what  was  my  furprife  when 
I found  them  all  cohered  around  a beautiful 
fpring,  at  the  diftance  of  three  hundred  paces 
from  the  place  whence  they  had  fet  out  ! 
Upon  this  difcovery,  having  made  a fign  to 
my  people  with  my  hand  to  approach,  they 
înftantly  obeyed,  and  we  encamped  clofe  to 
this  beneficent  fpring,  which  immediately 
afliimed  the  name  of  the  magician  that  difco- 
vered  it.  >>  ' 

I fhall  more  than  once  1/ave*  occafion  to 
recoiled;  circumftances  in  which  I received 
fignal  fervices  from  the  animals  I had  along 
wdth  me;  and  on  this  occafion  they  freed 
me  from  a dreadful  affiidlion  under  which  I 
muft  have  funk  without  their  afiiftance.  I 
never  doubted  that  man  received  from  his 
Creator  the  fame  faculties  in  an  equal  pre- 
portion, but  his  corruption  has  infenfibly  de- 
prived him  of  them  all.  The  favages  ap- 
proaching nearer  to  nature  in  proportion  as 
they  are  removed  from  us,  have  likewife 
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every  fenfe  more  acute;  and  I myfelf  (I 
hope  my  aflertion  will  not  be  doubted,)  after 
pafling  five  or  fix  months  in  the  defarts, 
when,  following  their  example,  I turned  my 
face  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  was  at  lerigth 
able,  like  them,  to  difcover  either  a river  or 
a pond,  and  we  never  failed  to  find  them. 

Being  refolved  to  pafs  the  night  at  Kees- 
fountain,  I embraced  the  opportunity  of  a 
' few  moments  leifure  to  prepare  the  buftard  I 
had  killed  ; and  as  the  diftant  clouds  colle<3:ed 
■ together  feemed  to  threaten  a ftorm,  I or- 
dered the  oxen  to  be  unloaded,  and  my  tent  to 
be  ered:ed. 

Before  night  the  rain  came  on  in  great 
abundance;  but  it  did  not  continue  long,  and 
it  fcarcely  ceafed  when  I began  to  range  all 
the  neighbourhood  in  fearch  of  fmall  birds. 
In  a fpot,  not  far  from  our  encampment,  I 
perceived  two  of  thofe  golden  yellow  fer- 
pents,  fo  common  and  well  known  in  the 
colonies  under  the  name  of  kooper-^capeî^  ftarC 
up  at  my  feet.  Thefe  reptiles,  as  foon  as 
they  faw  me,  reared  themfelves  ered,  fwell- 
ing  up  their  heads  prodigioufly,  and  hiffing 
in  a moft  frightful  manner.  As  I knew  tha,t 
the  bite  of  thefe  animals  was  mortal,  and  that 
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the  faculty  which  they  have  of  darting  for- 
wards renders  them  more  dangerous,  I dif- 
charged  my  piece,  upon  which  one  of  them  fell 

down  dead,  while  the  other  entered  his  hole. 

/ 

Having  feized  the  one  which  remained,  I 

found  that  it  was  five  feet  three  inches  in 

length,  and  nine  inches  in  circumference  in 

the  thickeft  part  : befides  an  infinite  number 

of  very  frnall  teeth,  hardly  perceptible,  with 

« 

which  its  mouth  was  armed,  it  had  on  each 
lide  of  the  upper  jaw,  as  high  as  the  noftrils, 
a hook  five  lines  long,  playing  upon  its  joint 
and  which  it  could  extend  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  a cat  or  a tiger  extends  its  claws.  One 
of  thefe  my  Hottentots  broke  ; and,  as  I was 
very  fond  of  hearing  them  difcourfe  upon 
natural  hiftory,  becaufe,  perhaps,  I found 
more  truth  in  the  rude  reafoning  of  habit 
and  experience  than  in  the  ingenious  fpecu- 
lations  of  our  literati,  I afked  them  feveral 
qiieftions  concerning  my  ferpent,  which  they 
anfwered  in  a much  more  fatisfadory  man- 
ner than  I expeâied.  They  did  not  fail  to 
point  out  to  me,  among  other  fingularities, 
that  this  hollow  tooth  was  the  conducîbor 
which  conveyed  the  poifon  into  the  wound 
that  it  made.  Such  is,  if  I miftake  not,  the 

nature 
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nature  of  the  hoîcininga^  or  rattle  fnake,  which 
I have  feen  often  in  South  America. 

I obferved  on  this  occafion  how  much 
thefe  animals  are  dreaded  by  apes.  It  was 
not  poflible  for  me  to  make  Kees  approach 
the  ferpent  that  I had  -got  poffeffion  of, 
though  it  was  entirely  dead.  In  order  to 
amufe  myfelf,  I found  means  however  to 
fallen  it  to  his  tail  ; fo  that  not.  being  able  to 
make  any  motion  without  moving  the  fer- 
pent aUb,  it  may  eafily  be  conceived  what 
leaps  and  jumps  poor  Kees  took,  and  what 
fury  and  impatience  he  Ihewed  during  the 
whole  time  that  I kept  his  fatal  enemy  af- 
fixed to  him. 

When  night  came  on,  we  obferved  a 
large  fire,  which  we  concluded,  as  far  as 
the  obfcLirity  would  permit  us  to  judge,  to 
be  on  the  top  of  fome  mountain,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  three  leagues  from  us.  Not- 
withftanding  this  diftance,  concerning  which 
we  were  not  certain,  my  Hottentots  thought 
they  perceived  the  fl:iadows  of  fome  men 
palling  backwards  and  forwards  before  the 
fire,  and  my  fpying-glafs  foon  convinced  me 
that  they  were  not  miftaken  ; but  we  were 
ignorant  whether  they  were  Caffres,  or  thofe 
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deteftable  Bofhmen,  enemies  to  every  nation 
without  diftinâion,  and  plunderers  by  profef-' 
fion,  from  whom  we  could  expert  no  kind  of 
friendfhip.  We  however  conjectured  that 
they  were  fome  of  the  latter,  becaufe  the 
Caffres  never  inhabit  the  mountains  ; 
therefore  took  the  precaution  to  extinguiOi 
our  fires,  and  we  fpent  the  reft  of  the  night 
very  peaceably. 

Our  firft  care,  when  we  awoke,  was  to 
endeavour  to  difcover  with  more  certainty 
where,  and  by  whom,  the  fire  we  had  feen 
the  preceding  evening  had  been  kindled. 
The  weather  was  exceedingly  favourable  for 
obferving  the  fmoke,  but  it  appeared  that  the 
fire  was  extinguilhed,  for  we  faw^  nothing 
more  of  it.  Being  thus  deprived  of  a fixed 
point  of  direction,  we  fet  out  to  enter  the 
hollow  defiles,  where  we  were  likely  to  be  in 
danger  of  lofing  ourfelves.  Neverthelefs,  as 
my  Hottentots,  perfuaded  that  thefe  .people 
w”ere  not  .Caffres,  appeared  willing  to  puidue 
their  route  that  way  at  the  rifk  of  every  thing 
that  might  happen,  and  as  our  plan  naturally 
conducted  us  thither,  we  packed  up  our  bag- 
gage in  great  hafte,  and  bid  adieu  to  Kees-foun~, 
tain. 
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We  were  obliged  to  pafs  through  a kind 
of  wood,  in  which  the  miinofas  were  fo  nu- 
merous, fo  thick, . and  fo  encumbered  with 
bufhes,  that  we  could  fcarcely  proceed  ten 
fteps  without  being  obliged  to  ftop  in  order 
to  force  our  way,  which  impeded  us  much 
efpecially  as  our  oxen  continually  turned 
from  one  fide  to  the  other  to  fearch  for  a 
paffage.  We  however  at  length  got  clear  of 
this  tedious  foreft;  but  I am  perfuaded  that, 
after  fo  much  fatigue,  and  fo  many  turnings 
and  windings,  which  continued  for  the  fpace 
of  three  hours,  we  were  not  more  than  a 
league  from  Kees-fountain.  Before  us  wc 
had  a thicket  almoft  like  that  which  we 
palTed;  and  in  order  to  avoid  it,  we  made  a 
turn  round,  purfuing  our  courfe  in  a direction 
more  to  the  fouth-weft. 

Covered  with  fweat  and  duft,  and  opprelf- 
ed  by  heat,  after  marching  more  than  fix 
hours,  we  flopped  on  the  banks  of  a lake, 
v^rhich  luckily  happened  to  be  in  our  way. 
One  of  my  dogs,  which  had  heated  himfelf 
very  much  by  running  after  game,  was  here 
in  great  danger  of  perifliingj  and  I fhould 
have  indeed  loll  him,  had  it  not  been  for 
Jan,  who,  perceiving  him  in  the  water,  in-. 
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' flantly  ’rufhed  forwards  to  drag  him  from  it. 
I mention  this  circuinftance,  which  to  many 
readers  may  appear  trifling,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablifliing  a facfl  which  I have 
been  eye-witnefs  of  in  Africa;  as  foon  as 
an  over-heated  dog  plunges  into  the  water  to 
cool  himfelf,  he  expires,  unlefs  fpeedy  af- 
fiftance  be  given  him.  In  a luinting  excur- 
fion  I had  with  Mr.  Boers,  a large  grey- 
hound, which  had  got  about  an  hundred 
paces  before  his  carriage,  having  thrown 
himfelf  into  a rivulet  that  lay  in  our  way, 
was  found  dead  when  we  came  up  to  him. 

Scarcely  had  we  encamped  and  refreflied 
ourfelves  a little  when  I difpatched  fome 
Hottentots  to  make  difeoveries,  efpecially  in 
that  quarter  from  which  we  had  been  princi- 
pally difturbed  during  the  night.  In  lefs 
than  an  hour  I heard  from  this  detachment; 
for  one  of  my  people  came  back  in  great 
hafte  to  tell  me,  that  he  had  perceived  a 
•body  of  Calfres*  in  full  march;  and  having 
condudied  me  and  Hans  by  feveral  wind- 
ings, he  at  length  brought  us  to  a fpot  where 

t 

we  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  our- 
felves. We  indeed  hiw  ten  men,  wLo  were 
quietly  driving  before  them  a few  horned 

cattle  : 
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cattle;  and  as  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
fo  fmall  a number,  we  made  our  appearance 
at  a certain  diftance.  As  foon  as  thefe  people 
obferved  us,  they  betook  themfelves  to  flight, 
being  frightened,  above  all,  by  our  fire  arms; 
but  Hans  calling  out  to  them  in  their  own 
language  that  they  might  advance  boldly, 
they  immediately  hopped.  Going  forward, 
therefore,  to  fpeak  to  them,  when  they  were 
convinced  that  I was  a friend  to  the  Caffres 
they  all  approached  me  ; and  having  received 
them  very  politely,  I ftretched  out  my  hand 
and  faluted  him  with  a tabe.  The  fight  of 
my  beard  difpelled  their  terror;  for  they  had 
heard  mention  made  of  me  by  thofe  whom  Ï 
received  in  my  ‘ camp  at  Koks-Kraal,  and 
one  of  them  knew  Hans,  whom  he  had 
feen  in  his  own  country.  I conducted  them 
all  together,  with  their  cattle,  to  my  encamp- 
ment, and  regaled  them  with  tobacco  and 
brandy.  They  pointed  to  my  flag,  to  give 
me  to  underftand  that  they  were  well  in- 
formed refpeifting  me;  and  they  feemed  to  be 
much  aftonifhed  not  to  fee  my  carriages,  and 
my  whole  troop.  As  I was  unwilling  to  let 
them  know  how  much  they  were  dreaded 

by  the  Hottentots,  I told  them  that  I only 
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wifhed  to  make  a little  excurfion  into  their 
country  to  procure  intelligence,  and  afterwards 
to  traverfe  it  at  my  leifure. 

They  were  extremely  defirous  of  knowing 
where  the  planters  then  were  ; if  they  were 
Rill  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  what  might  be 
their  intentions.  On  this  fubje6t  I gave  them 
fuch  information  as  I thought  confiftent  with 
prudence.  I had  feen  the  planters  who  had 
retired  to  Bruyntjes-Hoogte  keep  themfelves 
there  on  the  defenfive,  agitated  by  terrors  as 
much  as  the  Caifres  themfelves.  The  latter 
told  me,  that,  to  reach  the  neareft  hordes  of 
their  nation,  it  w’-ould  be  ftill  neceflary  to 
continue  my  journey  for  full  five  days  more. 
Calculating  therefore  the  diftance  which  fe- 
parated  thefe  people  from  the  planters,  and 
which  I reckoned  to  be  nearly  fixty  leagues, 
I could,  without  deceiving  them,  allay  their 
fears,  and  convince  them  that  the  latter  were 
neither  difpofed  nor  in  a condition  to  under- 
take fo  long  a journey.  Thefe  poor  people 
were  in  fuch  a wretched  fituatlon  that  I could 
not  help  pitying  them,  for  they  had  never 
been  harrafled  in  fuch  a manner  as  they  were 
at  that  time  : befides  the  Ioffes  which  thev 

* V 

had  fuftained  in  men  and  cattle  by  the  at- 
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tacks  of  the  white  people,  they  were  daily 
expofed  to  others  from  the  Tambouchis,  a 
neighbouring  nation,  who,  taking  advantage 
of  their  critical  fituation,  over-ran  feveral  of  ^ 
the  cantons  of  Caffraria,  and  put  every  thing 
to  the  fword  that  they  met  with  ; fo  that,  op- 
prelTed  on  both  Tides  by  this  diverfion,  the 
Caffres,  deftitute  of  warlike  (tores  and  unable 
to  defend  themfelves,  retreated  as  fafl  as  pof- 
fible,  and  penetrated  farther  northwards,  to 
avoid  two  enemies  whom  they  could  not  op— 
pofe  ; while  the  Bofhmen,  a third  no  lefs  for- 
midable, plundered  and  malTacred  them 
wherever  they  could  find  them. 

From  the  information  given  me  by  thefe 
people,  I was  aftoniflied  that  they  had  (trag- 
gled  fo  far  from  their  horde  ; and  that  they 
wandered  as  chance.  dire<Sted,  without  know- 
ing whither  to  dired  their  courfe.  They 
however  told  me,  that  on  the  firft  incurfion 
made  by  the  whiles,  they  had  fuddenly  driven 
their  flocks,  all  in  confufion,  either  towards 
the  fea  coaft,  or  to  other  remote  parts  of  Caf- 
fraria ; but  that  hearing  no  accounts  of  any 
new  hoftilities,  they  had  ventured  to  quit 
their  hordes,  and  to  go  in  queft  of  their  dif- 
perfed  cattle,  in  order  to  bring  them  back 
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again.  They  had  indeed  about  thirty  along 
with  them  ; and  when  I mentioned  the  fire 
which  we  had  obferved  in  the  night-time, 
they  affured  me  that  it  was  kindled  by 
them  ; but  that  they  had  not  feen  mine,  which 
would  have  alarmed  them  much.  Having 
queftioned  them  refpedting  the  velTel  which 
had  been  fliip-wrecked,  they  only  repeated 
what  had  been  told  me  by  others  ; which  was 
that  a lliip  had  really  been  loft  on  the  coafts 
of  Caffraria.  After  this  information,  I con- 
cluded that  this  misfortune  had  happened 
beyond  the  country  of  the  lambouchis,  oppo- 
fite  to  Madagafcar,  and  towards  the  channel 
of  Mofambique.  They  added,  that  without 
mentioning  other  difficulties  which  muft  be 
encountered  in  their  territories,  it  would  be 
neceffary,  befides  other  rivers,  to  pafs  one 
which  was  too  broad  to  be  crofted  by  fwim- 
ming,  or  to  advance  a great  way  towards  the 
north  to  find  a place  where  it  could  be  ford- 
ed ; that  they  had  feen  feveral  white  people 
among  the  Tambouchis;  that  they  themfelves 
had  purchafed,  by  barter,  feveral  articles  from 
thefe  people  ; and,  above  all,  ft  great  number  of 
nails  procured  from  the  wreck  of  the  veftel, 
but  that,  being  then  at  war  with  the  Tam- 
bouchis, 
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bouchis,  they  could  not  get  any  more  iron  from 
them,  though  they  were  in  great  want  of 
. that  commodity.  They  then  begged  me  to 
give  them  fome,  the  ordinary  requeft  of  thefe 
poor  wu’etches,  which  I little  expeâied  ; but  I 
anfwered  their  ungracious  petition  with  a 
mortifying  refufal. 

To  indemnify  them,  I diftributed  amongft 
them  all  my  beads,  toys,  tinder-boxes,  tinder, 
and  a large  quantity  of  tobacco;  in  return 
for  which  they  begged  me  to  accept  a couple 
of  their  oxen:  I however  replied,  that  inftead 
of  taking  from  them  a bleffing  fo  valuable  to 
unfortunate  people,  I wiflied  rather  to  be  in 
a fituation  that  might  enable  me  to  augment 
the  number  of  their  cattle.  This  mark  of 
kindnefs  touched  them  the  more,  as  they 
confider  the  white  people  to  be  the  moft  dan- 
gero-us  and  mifchievous  beings  in  the  world,_ 
With  that  ingenuous  and  fincere  modefty 
which  is  ever  afraid  of  hurting  thofe  on 
whom  it  bellows  praife,  they  made  a confef- 
fion  to  me  which  remained  long  imprinted 
in  my  memory  : Hans  declared  to  me,  in 
their  name,  and  in  very  energetic  terms,  that 
I refembled  the  only  worthy  man  of  my  race 
whom. they  had  ever  met  with  ; fome  years 
j beforç 


TRAVELS  IN 


before  they  had  fcea*  this  worthy  man  on  the 
Both  man  river,  the  banks  of  which  they  then 
inhabited,  and  from  which  the  planters  had 
never  yet  been  able  to  expel  them  : he  was, 
as  they  faid,  a man  who,  like  me,  travelled 
merely  for  curiofity.  I could  eafily  perceive 
that  they  alluded  to  Colonel  Gordon  ; and 
they  were  extremely  happy  to  underhand 
that  we  lived  in  ftriâ:  friendlhip  together: 
they  even  begged  me  to  intercede  with  him 
when  I returned  to  the  Cape,  and  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  lay  before  government  a true 
and  affedling  picture  of  their  mifery,  and  of 
the  deftitute  condition  into  which  they  had 
been  thrown  by  the  atrocious  injuftice  of  their 
perfecutors. 

I fpent  all  this  day  in  converfmg  with 
thefe  Caffres  refpecling  their  manners,  cut 
toms,  religion,  tafte,  and  refources  ; and  I al- 
ways found  that  their  anfwers  correfponded 
with  what  had  been  related  to  me  by  thofe 
' whom  I had  firil  feen.  They  told  me,  with 
equal  fincerity,  whatever  tended  to  criminate 
themfelves,  or  to  do  them  honour  ; and  my 
Hottentots  found  them  fo  peaceable  and  un- 
fulpicious,  that  they  requefted  at  night  that 
I would  permit  them  all  to  remain  amongft 
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us.  I continued  to  convérfe  with  them  for 
fome  time,  and  then  retired  to  my  tent,  to 
prepare  for  the  labours  of  the  next  morning. 

As  foon  as  day  appeared,  whilft  the  Cafires 
were  preparing  to  depart,  I aflembled  my 
Hottentots.  The  refle(SI;ions  which  their  fa- 
miliarity with  thefe  favages,  whom  they 
dreaded  more  than  wild  beads,  enabled  them 
to  make,  and  their  converfation  with  one 
another  when  I had  retired  to  my  tent,  made 
me  immediately  refolve  what  courfe  to  purfue. 
Not  wifhing  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  any  merit  from  determining  what 
plan  was  bed  to  be  adopted  in  the  prefent 
conjundure;  but,  on  the  contrary,  apprehend- 
ing that  they  might  borrow  from  me  thofe 
ideas  of  prudence  and  compofure  ufeful  to 
my  defigns,  w^hatever  they  might  in  future 
be;  I told  them,  that,  after  what  they,^as 
well  as  I,  had  heard  the  evening  before,  ref- 
peding  the  difficulties  of  advancing  farther, 
and  the  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
Tambouchis  and  the  Boffimen  who  were  tra- 
verfing  Caffraria,  my  intention  was  to  return 
to  Koks-Kraal;  that  in  confequence  of  this, 
if  w'e  direded  our  courfe  towards  the  wed, 
we  could  not  fall  of  failing  in  with  the  river 

VoL.  II.  T Groot- 

* 


travels  in 


274 

Groot-Vis,  and  that  then,  by  going  up  Its 
banks  for  feveral  days,  according  as  things 
might  appear,  we  fhoiild  undoubtedly  foon 
reach  our  camp  : I however  added,  that  they 
were  all  at  liberty  to  deliver  their  opinion  on 
the  propofal  which  I had  made.  I could  fee 
too  plainly,  by  the  looks  of  all  my  people, 
what  pleafiire  they  received  from  my  refolu- 
tion;  and  they  all  gave  me  the  honour  of 
ftarting  an  idea  to  which  they  had  as  much 
pretenfion  as  I.  . My  colledfion  was  now  be- 
come fo  bulky,  that  I had  no  hopes  of  in- 
creafing  it,  for  I fcarcely  knew  where  to 
place  it. 

I afterwards  declared,  that  when  I reached 
Koks-Kraal  I would  remain  there  no  longer 
than  might  be  necelfary  to  repair  our  car- 
riages, and  to  prepare  for  going  towards  the 
fnow  mountains,  from  which  I meant  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Cape  by  keeping  more  to  the 
wehward.  I knew  that  this  plan  was  not 
approved  by  any  of  my  people,  becaufe  in 
traverfing  thefe  dry  and  ba-'fren  defarts,  in  the 
time  of  the  grcatell  drought,  it  would  be  ne- 
cefl'ary  for  us  to  encounter  more  than  one 
dilTicuity  ; but  being  impatient  to  take  a view 
of  the  natural  curiolities  contained  in  this 
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country,  I had  formed  an  irrevocable  refolu- 
tion  to  crofs.it,  and  the  overture  I made  was 
only  a ftratagem  to  reconcile  early  to  this 
idea  fuch  of  mÿ  Hottentots  as  I had  with 
me,  in  order  that,  when  we  returned  to  my 
camp,  they  might  be  better  able  to  infpire 
their  companions  with  confidence,  and  to 
teftify  the  greater  aftonifhment  at  their  re- 
fiftance,  fhould  they  fliew  any. 

Before  I left  thefe  Caffres,  I diftributed 
among  them,  as  well  as  among  my  Hotten- 
tots, a qùantity  of  tobacco  ; and  I referved  no 
more  than  was  fufficient  to  ferve  us  till  we 
returned  to  our  camp.  This  made  room  for 
the  birds  with  which  we  were  encumbered, 
and  alfo  for  thofe  that  I might  be  able  to 
procure  by  the  way.  Thefe  ten  favages  af- 
fifted  us  to  pack  up  our  baggage  and  to  yoke 
our  oxen  ; after  which  we  wifhed  one  another 
a good  journey,  and  fet  out  to  purfue  two  op- 
pofite  routes,  they  towards  the  north  and  we 
towards  the  fouth. 

We  fpent  three  days,  during  which  no- 
thing remarkable  happened,  in  reaching  the 
fo  much  wifhed  for  banks  of  the  Groot-Vis. 
This  forced  march  having  fatigued  both  us 
and  our  cattle  confiderably,  I refolved  to  pafs 
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the  next  day  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  both 
with  a view  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  and  to  fee 
what  difcoveries  I might  make  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. We  were  at  this  time  under  no 
iineafmefs  refpedling  water,  and  we  had  been 
in  no  want  of  it  during  the  three  days' that 
we  employed  in  fearching  for  the  river,  which 
we  knew  would  condudt  us  to  the  place  of 
our  deftination;  but  we  could  not  piecifely 
afcertain  the  time  which  might  be  neceffary  to 
follow  its  courfe  to  our  camp.  It  was  poffible 
that  high  mountains  and  other  obfiacles  might 
oblige  the  Groot-Vis,  before  it  difcharged  itfelf 
into  the  fea,  to  form  fome  bendings,  which 
mull  have  greatly  prolonged  our  journey. 
We  went  along  its  banks  very  peaceably  for 
three  days  more,  ftill  keeping  clofe  to  it  ; and 
at  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth;  we 
perceived  the  high  mountain,  the  back  part 
of  which  we  had  feen  foon  after  our  depar- 
ture. This  light  made  my  people  fhout  for 
joy.  We  were  now’^  about  to  revifit  our  camp, 
our  herds,  our  riches,  and  our  companions  ; 
we  therefore  quickened  our  pace,  and,  late  in 
the  evening,  without. being  oblerved,  reached 
the  happy  fpot.  All  were  funk  in  the  moft 
profound  tranquillity,  and  nothing  could 

have 
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have  given  me  more  pleafure  than  the  agree- 
able furprife  of  this  precipitate  arrival.  The 
horrid  noife  made  by  my  dogs  immediately 
fpread  the  alarm  ; all  haftened  towards  us  ; 
they  knew  our  voices  ; and,  even  to  the  mod 
infenfible  animals,  all  feeraed  to  fliare  in  the 
general  joy:  above  all,  we  could  not  difen- 
gage  ourfelves  from  my  dogs,  which  teazed 
us  by  their  carelTes  and  ftunned  us  with  their 
barking.  Another  fpedfacle  however  ap- 
peared to  me  no  lefs  interefting;  my  family 
had  increafed  confiderably  : at  my  departure 
a fmall  detachment  from  the  worthy  Gona- 
quas  had  quitted  their  horde,  and  had  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves  in  the  fame  place  which 
I affigned  to  the  CalFres,  where  they  had 
conftruded  feveral  new  huts.  They  in- 
formed me,  and  indeed  I plainly  faw  by  the 
admirable  order  that  prevailed  in  the  camp, 
that  every  thing  had  been  quiet  during  my 
abfence:  we  had  been  the  whole  fubjedl  of 
converfation  to  thofe  we  had  left.  Every 
evening  Swanepoel  gave  me  the  mod;  favour- 
able accounts  of  each  feparately  ; he  told  me, 
that  the  hrft  fifteen  days  having  elapfed  with- 
out hearing  any  news  of  me,  he  could  not 
help  entertaining  a little  fear,  and  that  he 
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was  apprehenfive  he  fhould  not  fee  me  till  I 
returned  to  the  Cape,  as  he  was  perfuaded 
that,  unlefs  I met  with  infurmountable  ob- 
ftacles,  I would  ftill  proceed  as  long  as  I had 
ammunition. 

I honeftly  confefs,  that  having  been  for 
nearly  a month  deprived  of  the  comforts  and 
enjoyments  of  my  camp,  I was  exceedingly 
happy  to  find  myfelf  returned  ; and  I had 
the  higheft  fatisfadHon  in  the  fidelity  and  at- 
tachment of  thefe  Hottentots,  fo  feeble  and 
timid,  whom  I had  not  been  afraid  to  aban- 
don to  themfelves.  It  was  therefore  now 
time  that  I fhould  fhew  them  my  gratitude  : 
on  this  account  I proclaimed  with  a loud 
voice  that  it  was  Saturday  \ and  this  decla- 
ration, which  paffed  from  mouth  to  mouth 
even  to  the  Gonaquas,  feemed  ftill  to  add  to 
their  agitation.  This  circumftance  requires 
fome  explanation,  which  I fhall  give  with  frefh 
pleafure;  for  the  remembrance  of  thefe  tri- 
fling but  agreeable  methods  I purfued  to  vary 
my  amufements,  and  in  an  uninhabitable  de- 
fart to  convert  the  fimpleft  objed  into  a 
fubjed  of  pleafantry  and  entertainment,  an- 
nounces the  greateft  tranquillity,  and  makes 
me,  even  when  furrpunded  by  the  arts,  and 
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agitated  by  pride  and  vanity,  lament  tbat  I 
can  no  longer  diftinguifh  my  ov^n  chara(îter. 
When  1 fet  out  from  the  Cape,  I did  not 
negled  to  carry  an  almanack  with  me  ; but 
in  order  to  have  fome  certain  method  of 
reckoning,  and  to  keep  my  journal  corred:, 

I made  all  the  months  to  confift  of  thirty 
days.  As  I never  palTed  one  without  giving 
an  account  of  it,  I confidercd  it  as  a matter 
of  indifference  whether  or  not  I diltinguifhed 
the  weeks,  and  marked  the  days  by  their 
proper  names,  but  I determined  to  diftribute 
among  my  Hottentots  their  allowance  of  to- 
bacco  every  Saturday.  'If  it  happened  that, 
not  choofmg  to  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of 
confulting  my  book,  I afked  them  what  the 
day  was,  I could  eafily  guefs  what  anfwer 
they  would  give  me  ; according  to  their  cal- 
culation it  was.  always  Saturday  : fo  that, 
when  I looked  at  my  regifter  after  travelling 
fifteen  months,  I found  feven  or  eight  of  thefe 
Saturdays  which  belonged  to  no  week. 

I found  myfelf  therefore,  as  ufual,  furround- 
ed  by  my  numerous  family;  and  whilft  all  of 
them,  and  even  the  Gonaqua  women,  were 
fihokjng  their  pipes  round  a large  fire,  and  enr 

' T 4 


I 


28o 


TRAVELS  IN 


joying  a double  allowance  of  brandy,  I re-f 
galed  myfelf  very  cheerfully  with  my  tea. 

Having  mentioned  to  them  the  route 
which  I intended  to  purfue  next  day,  I found 
that  they  were  already  informed  of  it,  and 
that  they  did  not  make  fo  many  remonftrances 
and  obje(ftions  as  I expeded.  I perceived 
that  my  journey  was  approaching  to  a clofe; 
and  that  every  body,  exhaufted  by  fatigue, 
thought  any  road  good  that  appeared  to 
bring  us  nearer  to  the  Cape  ; but  the  paflage 
through  the  mountains  of  Snew-Bergen^  the 
ufual  haunt  of  the  Bofhmen,  made  more 
than  one  of  my  brave  attendants  tremble, 
I fixed  my  departure  for  the  eighth,  in  order 
that  I might  have  time  to  repair  my  car- 
riages, to  make  new  wooden  work  to  fupr 
' port  the  top  of  that  in  which  I rode,  to  cover 
the  canvafs  of  it  with ‘new  mats,  to  replace 
our  old  traces  from  the  hides  of  the  buffa- 
loes killed  during  my  abfence,  and  to  caft 
balls  and  fmall  Ihot.  All  this  requix'ed  con- 
fiderable  time;  and  no  lefs  was  neceffary  to 
arrange  the  collection  which  I had  formed 
in  Caffraria,  and  to  confign  to  my  journal 

the  refult  of  my  refearches  refpeding  that 
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country  and  its  inhabitants.  For  the  fake 
of  expedition,  my  people  exerted  themfelves 
confiderably  ; and  I fhut  myfelf  up  in  my 
tent,  and  -haftened,  while  my  obfervations 
were  ftill  frelh  in  my  memory,  to  reduce 
them  into  fome  order. 

To  judge  of  the  Caifres  from  thofe  I have 
feen,  they  are  generally  taller  than  the  Hot- 
tentots, and  even  than  the  Gonaquas  ; they 
however  approach  much  nearer  to  the  latter  ; 
but  they  appear  to  be  more  robuft,  more 
fierce,  and  much  bolder.  Their  figure  is 
likewife  more  agreeable,  and  their  counte- 
nances have  not  that  narrownefs  at  bottom, 
nor  their  cheeks  thofe  prominences  which 
are  fo  difagrceable  among  the  Hottentots  ; 
neither  have  they  thofe  broad  flat  faces  and 
thick  lips  of  their  neighbours,  the  negroes 
of  Mofambique.  A round  figure,  a nofe  not 
too  flat,  a broad  forehead,  and  large  eyes^ 
give  them  an  open  and  lively  air  ; and  if 
prejudice  can  overlook  the  colour  of  the  fkin, 
there  are  fome  Caflre  women  who,  even 
when  feated  by  an  European  lady,  would  be 
accounted  extremely  pretty.  The  fifth  and 
fixth  plates  reprefent  a Caffre  man  and  a 
CafFre  woman  drawn  from  nature.  Thefe 
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people  do  not  make  their  faces  ridiculous 
by  pulling  out  their  eyebrows  like  the  Hot- 
tentots; they  tattoo  themfelves  much,  and 
particularly  their  bodies  : they  never  greafe 
their  hair,  which  is  frizled  in  a very  great 
degree  ; but  this  Is  not  the  cafe  with  refped: 
to  the  reft  of  their  body,  and  they  follow 
this  practice  merely  with  a view  to  preferve 
^igiiity  and  vigour. 

The  men  generally  beftow  more  attention 
on  their  drefs  than  the  women  ; and  they 
are  remarkably  fond  of  beads  and  cop- 
per rings.  They,  for  the  moft  part,  wear 
bracelets  on  their  arms  and  legs,  made  of 
elephants  tufks,  which  they  form  into  natu- 
ral rings,  of  greater  or  lefs  thicknefs,  by 
fawing  through  the  hollow  part;  after  which 
they  make  them  round  on  the  outfide,  and 
give  them  a fine  polifh.  As  thefe  large 
rings  do  not  open,  they  muft  be  of  fuch  a 
fize  that  the  hand  can  pafs  through  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  put  upon  the  arm  ; 
on  wTich  account  they  are  always  eafy,  and 
move  up  and  down  one  againft  the  other.  If 
fmall  rings  of  this  kind  are  given  to  children, 
in  proportion  as  they  increafe  in  years  the 
'■  vacuum  is  filled  up;  and  as  they  then  ad- 
here 
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here  firmly  to  the  arm,  they  become  a luxury 

v\'hich  is  highly  pleafing  to  thofe  who  have 

been  thus  decorated  in  their  youth.  They 

make  necklaces  alfo  of  the  bones  of  animals 

* 

ranged  on  a firing,  which  they  have  the  art 
of  whitening  arid  polifhing  in  the  molt  per- 
fedl  manner.  Some  of  them  are  contented 
with  the  whole  bone  of  a leg  of  mutton; 
and  this  ornament  makes  a very  confpicuous 
figure  on  the  breaft  of  a Caffre  : it  has  the 
fame  effed  as  a patch  on  the  face  of  a pretty  • 
woman  in  Europe.  The  Gonaqua  women, 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  plate  which  reprefents 
them,  pradife  the  fame  coquetry.  They 
fubftitute  fometimes  for  this  bone  the  horn 
of  an  antelope,  or  any  thing  elfe,  according 
to  their  caprice;  and  I am  of  opinion,  that 
one  would  fee  as  many  varieties,  and  as  ma- 
ny fantaftical  ornaments  in  their  drefs,  as  are 
feen  in  Europe,  provided  they  had  the  firme 
means  and  the  fame  refources.  They,  howr 
ever,  always  employ  the  fame  materials,  be- 
caufe  they  have  no  kinds  of  fluff  to  fupply 
the  place  of  thofe  fkins  with  which  they 
jclothe  themfelves.  It  would  appear  that 
' they  are  not  fo  chafle  as  the  Hottentots,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  ufe  a jackal  to  veil  what 
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nature  bids  them  conceal.  A fmall  cowl, 
which  covers  only  the  glans,  inftcad  of  dif- 
playing  modefty,  feeins  to  announce  the 
greateft  indecency.  This  fmall  covering  ad- 
heres to  a thong,  which  is  faftened  round 
their  girdles  merely  that  it  may  not  be  loft  ; 
for  a Caffre,  if  he  is  not  afraid  of  being 
hint  or  ftuog  by  infers,  cares  ver)'-  little 
whether  this  cowl  be  in  its  place  or  not.  I 
never  faw  but  one  man  who,  inftead  of  a 
cowl,  w'ore  a cafe  made  of  wood,  ornamented 
with  fculpture  : this  was  a new  and  ridi- 
culous fafliion,  which  he  had  boiTOwed  from 
a nation  of  black  people  who  lived  at  a great 
diftance  from  Caffraria.  In  the  hot  feafon 
the  Caffres  go  always  naked,  and  retain  no- 
thing but  their  ornaments  : in  cold  weather 
they  wear  kroftes  made  df  calves  or  oxen’s 
hides,  which  reach  down  to  the  ground. 
They  are  faithfully  delineated  in  the  fifth 
and  fixth  plates,  which  reprefent  a young 
Caffre  holding  a bundle  of  affagays,  and  a 
woman  giving  fuck  to  her  child, 

A peculiarity,  which  is  perhaps  to  be  found 
no  where  elfe,  and  which  deferves  fome  at- 
tention, is,  that  the  Caffre  women  fet  very 
little  value  upon  drefs:  as  they  are,  in  com- 

parifon 
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parlfon  of  other  favages,  well  made  and 
pretty,  they  perhaps  have  alio  good  fenfe 
enough  to  believe  that  ornaments  are  rather 
calculated  to  veil  imperfections  than  to  fet 
off  beauties';  however  this  may  be,  one  never 
fees  amongfl  them  that  difplay  and  profu- 
fion  of  them  which  are  common  among  the 
Hottentot  women.  They  do  not  even  wear 
copper  bracelets;  but  their  fmall  aprons, 
which  are  ftill  fhorter  than  thofe  of  the  Go- 
naquas,  are  bordered  with  a few  rows  of  glafs 
beads,  and  in  this  all  their  luxury  confifts. 
The  fkin  which  the  female  Hottentots  wear 
on  their  reins  behind,  among  the  Caffre  wo- 
men rifes  to  their  arm-pits,  and  is  faftened 
round  the  neck,  which  it  covers.  Like  their 
hufbands,  they  have  kroffes  of  the  ikins  of 
calves  or  oxen,  but  always  more  fmooth  : 
they,  however,  ufe  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  except  in  cold  or  rainy  weather. 
Thefe  fkins  are  as  foft  and  pliable  as  our 
fineft  fluffs;  and  with  regard  to  the  procels 
which  the  Caffres  employ  to  drefs  them,  it 
is  almofl  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Hotten- 
tots. 

Whatever  the  weather  or  the  feafon  may 
be,  both  fexes  go  bareheaded.  I have  in- 
deed 
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deed  fometimes  obferved  a plume  of  feathers 
fixed  in  their  hair;  but  this  whimfical  orna- 
ment is  very  uncommon. 

The  precautions  taken  by  the  Caffre  wo- 
men when  they  bring  forth  children,  and  in 
their  periodical  indifpofitions,  are  abfoltitely 
the  fame  as  thofe  obferved  by  the  Gonaqua 
or  Hottentot  women. 

Their  daily  occupations  are  confined  to 
the  fabrication  of  earthen-ware,  which  they 
form  with  as  much  ingenuity  as  their  huf- 
bands.  Thofe  which  I had  with  me  in  my 
camp,  having  found  clay  fit  for  their  piir- 
pofe,  did  not  lofe  this  opportunity  of  making 
pipkins,  and  other  veflels  which  are  in  ufe 
amongft  them.  At  their  departure  they 
carried  with  them  a fufficient  provifion  of 
this  earth,  with  which  they  loaded  their 
oxen.  It  is  the  women  alfo,  as  I have  al- 
ready faid,  who  weave  their  bafkets  : they 

likewife  prepare  the  fields  for  receiving  feed  ; 
but  they  rather  fcratch  it  up  with  wooden 
pickaxes  than  till  it. 

The  Caffre  huts,  more  fpacious  and  higher 
than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots,  have  alfo  a 
more  regular  form;  it  is  abfolutely  that  of  a 
perfeâ:  hemifphere.  The  frames  of  them 
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ate  conftrufüied  of  wooden  work,  well  put 
together  and  very  folid,  becaufe  it  is  intended 
to  laft  a long  time.  This  they  afterwards 
cover,  both  within  and  without,  with  a kind 
of  mud  or  plafter  made  of  cows  dung  and 
clay  mixed  up  together,  and  fpread  over  it 
very  fmoothly.  Thefe  huts  exhibit  to  the 
eye  an  air  of  neatnefs  which  the  habitations 
of  the  Hottentots  undoubtedly  have  not  ; 
and  one  would  almoft  believe  them  to  be 
done  over  with  the  fineft  cement.  The  only 
opening  which  they  have  is  fo  low  and  nar- 
row, that  people  muft  lie  down  on  their 
bellies  to  enter  it.  This  cuftom  at  firft 
appeared  to  me  highly  ridiculous,  and  to  be 
carried  to  a much  greater  length  than  among 
the  Hottentots;  but  as  they  ufe  thefe  huts 
only  in  the  night-time,  it  is  eafier,  on  this 
account,  to  defend  oncfelf  either  againfi;  ani- 
mals, or  the  fudden  attacks  of  an  enemy. 
The  floors  of  them  are  covered  with  the 
fame  fubftance  as  the  walls;  and  in  the  cen- 
tre is  formed  a circular  hearth,  furrounded 
by  a border  two  or  three  inches  in  height, 
to  contain  the  fire,  and  preferve  the  hut 
from  any  danger  which  it  might  occafion. 
Around  the  hut,  at  the  diftance  of  five  or 
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fix  inches,  they  dig  a fmall  trench,  about  a 
foot  and  a half  in  depth,  and  as  much  in 
breadth,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the 
waters  ; and  this  precaution  fecures  it  from 
all  moifture.  In  different  cantons  I vifited 
and  furveyed  more  than  feven  hundred  of 
- thefe  huts;  but  I never  faw  one  of  a fquare 
form,  as  fome  authors  have  pretended.  Be- 
fides,  I fuppofe  it  is  of  little  importance  to 
the  reader  to  know  whether  thefe  favages 
lodge  in 'round  or  in  fquare  habitations;  but 
I muff  remark,  that,  by  mentioning  every 
thing,  one  may  foon  or  late,  difcover  thofe 
travellers  who  have  only  feen  a part  of  what 
they  have  related. 

The  fields  of  the  Hottentots  being  either 
by  the  foil,  their  pofition,  or  the  number  of 
fmall  rivers  which  water  them,  much  more 
fertile  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots,  it  ne- 
ceffarily  follows,  that  the  Caftres,  who  apply 
to  agriculture,  remain  fixed  to  onefpot;  and 
this  is  always  the  cafe  when  nothing  inter- 
rupts their  repofe.  The  fame  fields  which 
gave  them  birth,  is  alfo  the  fcene  of  their 
latefi;  moments,  unlefs  they  are  attacked,  I 
do  not  fay  by  barbarous  perfecutors  only, 
who  thirft  after  their  blood,  but  by  fome  of 
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thofe  deftrudtive  fcourges  which  fpare  nei? 
ther  men  nor  animals,  and  which  fpread  de^ 
folation  in  a moment  throughout  immenfe 
regions.  A neat  and  folid  habitation,  con- 
ftruded  near  a rivulet,  in  the  middle  of  a 
cultivated  field  which  they  have  inherite4 
from  their  fathers,  is  enough  to  enrich  the 
language  of  the  CafFres  with  the  agreeable 
appellation  of  country;  which  the  wander- 
ing indifference  of  the  Hottentots  ^ill  pre- 
vent them  from  ever  knowing. 

I have,  however,  made  a remark,  which, 
though  it  may  appear  ftrange,  is  neverthelefs 
certain  and  general  : notwithftanding  the 
forefts  and  beautiful  woods  with  which  Caf- 
fraria  is  ' covered  ; notwithftanding  thofe  de- 
lightful paftures  which  rife  to  fuch  a height 
as  to  conceal  the  herds  that  are  fcattered  here 
and  there  in  the  fields;  and  notwithftanding. 
thofe  rivers  and  ftreams  which  crofs  each 
other  in  a thoufand  different  diredions  to 
render  them  rich  and  fertile  ; their  oxen,  their 
cows,  and  almoft  all  their  animals,  are  much 
fmaller  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots — a 
difference  which  undoubtedly  arifes  from  the 
nature  of  the  fap,  and  a certain  flavour  pre- 
dominant in  every  kind  of  grafs.  I have 
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made  this  obfervation  not  only  on  the  do- 
ineftic  animals  of  the  cantons  which  I tra- 
verfed,  but  alfo  on  thofe  which  were  wild, 
and  I really  found  them  fmaller  than  thofe 
I had  before  feen  in  the  dry  and  parched 
countries.  I remarked,  in  my  tour  among 
the  Nimiquas,  who  inhabit  mere  rocks  and 
the  moft  barren  parts  perhaps  of  all  Africa, 
that  their  oxen  were  the  mofl;  beautiful  I 
had  ever  feen  ; and  that  even  the  elephants 
and  the  hippopotami  were  much  more  robuft 
than  any  where  elfe.  The  little  pafture 
which  is  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  miferable 
places,  is  likewife  exceedingly  tender  and 
fweet.  This  quality  in  the  herbs  may  be 
eafily  diftinguifhed,  and  I employed  a parti- 
cular methed  to  difcover  it.  After  I arrived 
in  any  canton,  when  my  cattle  returned  from 
pafture,  I judged  of  the  harfhnefs  of  the  grafs 
upon  which  they  had  fed,  by  their  difperfing 
themfelves  all  over  my  camp,  and  eagerly 
fearching  for  the  bones  left  by  my  dogs,  in 
order  to  eafe  their  teeth.  As  thefe  bones 
were  of  a calcareous  nature,  by  gnawing 
them  they  blunted  the  force  of  that  irrita- 
tion and  acidity  which  tormented  them.  We 
therefore  never  threw  our  bones  into  the  fire. 

When 
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When  thefe  were  wanting,  dry  wood  or 
ftones  fupplied  their  place;  and  when  they 
could  not  find  thefe  refources,  they  even 
gnawed  each  other’s  horns.  When  the  paf- 
tures  were  good,  this  ceremony  never  took 
place. 

A more  perceptible  induftry,  an  acquaint- 
ance with  fome  of  the  moft  necelTary  arts,  a 
little  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  a few 
religious  dogmas,  feem  to  announce  that  the 
Caffres  are  a much  more  civilized  people  than 
thofe  who  live  farther  fouth.  Circumcifion, 
which  they  generally  pradtife,  proves  that 
they  either  owe  their  origin  to  fome  ancient 
people,  from  whom  they  have  degenerated, 
or  that  they  have  only  copied  it  from  neigh- 
bours, of  whom  they  have  at  prefent  no  re-  ' 
membrance;  for  when  one  fpeaks  to  them 
of  this  ceremony,  they  fay  it  is  neither  from 
religion  nor  any  other  myftic  caufe  that 
they  adopt  it.  They  however  entertain  a 
very  exalted  idea  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and 
of  his  power  ; and  they  believe  in  a future 
ftate,  and  that  the  wicked  will  be  punifhed, 
and  the  good  rewarded;  but  they  have  no 
idea  of  the  creation.  They  imagine  that 
the  world  exifted  from  eternity,  and  that  it 
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will  always  remain  as  k is  at  prefent.  In 
other  refpccts  they  ufe  no  religious  ceremo-* 
nies,  and  they  never  offer  up  prayers;  fo  that 
wemayjuftly  fay  they  have  no  religion  at 
all,  if  there  be  no  religion  without  worlhip. 
They  take  upon  themfelves  the  care  of  edu- 
cating their  own  children.  Though  they 
have  no  priefts,  they  have  magicians,  who 
are  much  feared  and  reverenced  by  the 
greater  part;  but  I never  had  the  fatisfaCf 
tion  of  feeing  any  of  them.  Notwithftanding 
all  their  credit,  I am  very  doubtful  whether 
they  impofe  as  much  upon  the  vulgar  as 
ours.  Thefe  Caffres  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
governed  by  a general  chief  or  king,  whofc 
power,  as  I have  had  occafion  to  obferve,  is 
very  limited.  As  he  receives  no  fubfidies, 
he  cannot  maintain  troops,  and  he  is  far 
from  having  it  in  his  power  -to  be  defpotic. 
He  is  the  father  of  a free  people,  but  he  is- 
neither  feared  -nor  refpeded.  He  is  often 
much  poorer  than  any  of  his  fubjecks,  be- 
caufe,  being  at  liberty  to  take  as  many 
wives  as  he  choofes,  and  as  tliefe  women 
think  it  an  honour  to  belong  to  him,  the  ex- 
pences  occafioned  by  this  regal  train,  and  , 
which  he  is  obliged  to  take  from  his  private  1 
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treafury,  I mean  his  fields,  his  cattle,  &c. 
ruin  his  property^  and  reduce  it  to  nothing. 
His  hut  is  neither  higher  nor  better  orna- 
mented than  any  of  the  reft  ; and  he  col- 
ledis  his  feraglio  and  his  family  around'  him, 
which  compofe  a group  of  twelve  Oi*  fifteen 
huts  at  moft.  The  fields  w’^hich  furround 
them  are  generally  thofe  that  he  cultivates, 
and  it  is  cuftomary  for  each  perfon  to  ga- 
ther in  his  own  crops,  in  order  to  difpofe  of 
them  in  whatever  manner  he  thinks  proper. 
The  grain  which  they  reap  is  the  favourite 
nourilhment  of  the  Caffres:  they  pound  and 
bruife  it  between  two  ftones  ; and  on  this 
account,  each  family  feparating  from  the  reft 
that  they  may  have  their  productions  within 
their  reach,  a fingle  horde,  not  very  nume- 
rous, often  occupies  a league  fquare  of 
ground,  wdiich  is  never  the  cafe  among  the 
Gonaquas  or  the  Hottentots. 

This  diftance  of  the  difierent  hdr'des  fronx 
one  another  renders  it  necefiary  that  they 
fhould  have  chiefs,  who  are,  appointed  by  the 
king.  When  he  has  any  thing  to  commun 
nicate  to  them  of  great  importance  for  the 
nation,  he  fends  for  diem,  and  tells  them 
his  orders,  or,  I ought  rather  to  fay,  his  news. 
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The  different  chiefs  then  return  to  make 
them  known  to  thofe  who  are  under  them. 

The  arms  of  the  Caffres,  a plain  lance  or 
affagay,  announces  fomething  grand  and  in- 
trepid in  their  charadter.  They  defpife 
poifoned  arrows,  which  are  fo  much  ufed 
among  their  neighbours,  and  confider  them 
as  unworthy  of  their  courage.  They  always 
feek  to  meet  their  enemy  face  to  face,  and 
they  never  can  throw  their  affagays  until 
they  are  in  the  open  fields.  The  Hotten- 
tot, on  the  contrary,  concealed  under  a rock 
or  behind  a bufh,  deals  out  deftrudtion  with- 
out being  expofed  to  danger.  The  one  is 
a perfidious  tiger,  which  rufhes  treacheroufly 
on  his  prey  ; and  the  other  is  a generous  lion, 
which  having  given  warning  of  his  approach, 
makes  his  attack  boldly,  and  perifhes  if  he 
does  not  get  the  better  of  his  antagonift. 
The  inequality  of  his  arms  is  not  capable  of 
making  him  hefitate  a moment,  for  his  cou- 
rage and  fpirit  fupply  every  deficiency.  In 
the  time  of  war,  indeed,  he  carries  a buckler 
of  about  three  feet  in  height,  made  of  the 
thickefl  part  of  a buffalo’s  hide,  which  is 
fufficient  to  defend  him  from  arrows,  and 
even  aliagays,  but  not  from  a ball.  The 
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CaflVe  manages  alfo,  with  much  addrefs,  a 
weapon  no  lefs  terrible  than  the  aflagay, 
when  he  falls  in  with  his  enemy.  This 
weapon  is  a club,  two  feet  and  a half  in 
length,  made  of  one  piece  of  wood,  or  of  a 
root,  three  inches  in  diam«ter  where  thickeft, 
nd  decrealing  in  fize  towards  one  of  its  ex- 
tremities. Sometimes  he  will  dart  it  to  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  and  it  is 
very  rare  that  he  does  not  hit  the  propofed 
mark.  I have  feen  one  of  thefe  favages 
kill  a partridge  in  this  manner  the  moment 
It  fprang  up  from  the  ground. 

The  fovereign  power  is  liereditary  in  the 
king’s  family,  and  the  prince  is  always  fuc- 
ceededby  his  eldeft  fon;  but  in  default  of 
male  heirs,  the  neareft  nephews,  and  not  his 
brothers,  are  the  fuccelTors.  In  cafes  where 
the  fovereign  leaves  neither  nephews  nor  chil- 
dren, a -king  is  then  chofen  from  among  the. 
chiefs  of  the  different  hordes.  Upon  thefe  oc- 
cafions  a fpirit  of  party  fometimes  prevails, 
which  gives  rife  to  fadions  and  intrigues  that 

generally  end  in  bloodfhed. 

Polygamy  is  ufed  among  thefe  Caffres 
and  their  marriages  are  ftill  fimpler  than 
thofe  of  the  Hottentots.  The  parents  of  the 
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bridegroom  are  always  contented  with  the 
choice  he  has  made,  but  thofe  of  the  bri.de 
infpecSt  into  matters  a little  more  narrowly. 
They,  however,  feldom  Hart  many  difficul- 
ties ; they  drink,  dance,  and  make  merry  for 
whole  weeks,  according  to  the  riches  of  the 
two  families  ; but  thefe  feftivals  never  take 
place,  except  when  one  marries  for  the  firfl: 
time  ; in  other  cafes  every  thing  is  tranfadted 
in  private.  The  Caffrcs  are  no  better  ac- 
quainted with  mulic,  and  have  no  other  in- 
ftruments  than  the  Hottentots,  except  that  I 
faw  amongft  them  a wretched  flute  fcarcely 
worth  being  mentioned.  They  ufe  the  Eng- 
liffi  ftep  in  their  dances,  but  in  other  refpedls 
they  are  almoft  the  fame. 

On  the  death  of  a father  the  male  children 
and  the  mother  fliare  the  fucceffion  between 
them.  The  girls  receive  no  part  of  it,  and 
they  remain  with  their  mother  until  they 
can  procure  a hufband.  If  they  marry  while 
their  parents  are  alive  they  receive  nothing  elfe 
for  a dowry  but  a few  cattle,  in  proportion 
to  the  riches  of  either. 

In  general  they  do  not  inter  their  dead; 
they  are  tranfported  from  the  kraal  by  the 
family,  and  depofited  in  a ditch  which  is  open 
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and  common  to  the  whole  horde.  Savage 
animals  often  go  thithet  to  feed  at  their  lei- 
fure,  and  this  preferves  the  air  pure,  which 
would  otherwife  foon  become  corrupted,  by 
the  multitude  of  carcalTes  that  are  heaped  to- 
gether. Funeral  honours  are  due  only  to 
kings  and  the  chiefs  of  each  horde.  The 
bodies  are' covered  with  a heap  of  ftones,  col- 
ledled  into  the  form  of  a dome  ; and  this  ac- 
counts for  that  fériés  of  fmall  mounts  feen 
ranged  in  a line  near  Bruyntjes-Hoogte,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  CafFres. 

I am  not  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of 
the  Caffres  in  refpe£t  to  love,  and  I do  not 
know  whether  they  are  jealous.  I however 
imagine  that  they  are  fo  only  with  their  own 
countrymen  ; for  they  readily  give  up  their 
women  to  the  firft  white  man  who  wifhes  to 
énjoy  them,  provided  they  receive  a fmall  re- 
tribution. Hans  repeatedly  gave  me  to  un- 
derhand, that  all  thofe  whom  I admitted  into 
my  camp  were  at  my  fervice,  and  that  I had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a choice  : indeed 
there  were  no  kind  of  allurements  which  they 
did  not  throw  out  before  their  hufbands  to 
iead  me  into  their  fnares  ; and  the  latter  were 
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perhaps  only  offended  at  the  cool  manner  in 
which  I feemed  to  receive  their  addreffes. 

I will  not  enlarge  farther  on  thefe  details,  as 
I conceive  I have  faid  enough  to  fhew  how  far 
thefe  people  differ  from  their  neighbours,  when 
there  is  no  other  communication  between 
them  but  that  eftablifhed  by  bloody  wars  and 
continual  enmity, 

. The  eighth,  that  happy  day  which  was  to 
bring  us  nearer  the  Cape,  at  length  appeared, 
upon  which  I made  a general  review  of  my 
carriages,  equipage,  and  oxen,  &c.  I had  ar- 
ranged my  new  colleâiions,  and  furveyed  thofe 
which  I procured  before  ; the  balls  and  fhot 
neceffary  for  our  hunting  excurfions  were  caft  ; 
my  oxen,  which  for  a long  time  had  enjoyed 
reft,  and  abundance  of  excellent  pafture,  were 
full  and  in  good  condition:  in  a word,  I was 
ready  to  depart  ; but  I allowed  two  days  more 
to  take  leave  of  our  worthy  neighbours,  and 
to  amufe  ourfelves  with  them. 

When  the  news  of  my  refolution  were 
fpread  abroad,  I loon  faw  the  whole  horde  ar- 
riving, both  men  and  women,  in  clufters. 
Haabas  was  at  their  head,  while  all  who 
could  walk  followed  him,  and  ran  up  to  bid 
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us  farewel  before  we  departed.  I was  ex- 
tremely happy  that  they  had  come  to  fpend 
thefe  two  days  with  us.  The  good  Haabas 
introduced  to  me  four  or  five  Gonaquas  of  ano- 
ther horde,  who  having  heard  mention  made 
of  me,  had  been  deputed  to  invite  me*  to  vifit 
their  canton.  This  requeft  was  made  too 
late  ; but  I foftened  my  refufal  by  promifing 
to  remember  their  invitation  the  next  time 
that  I undertook  a journey  into  thofe  coun- 
tries. 

During  thefe  two  days  both  parties  gave 
themfelves  up  to  all  the  extravagance  of  joy 
and  pleafure;  my  brandy  was  not  fpared,  nor 
the  hydromel  which  Haabas  had  made  on 
purpofe  and  brought  along  with  him;  but 
the  beautiful  Narina  and  her  filler,  who  were 
of  the  party,  took  no  lliare  in  thefe  orgies. 
Sadnefs  had  above  all  disfigured  the  features 
of  Narina,  whom  I comforted  as  well  as  I 
could  by  giving  her  a few  prefents.  I gave 
her  fome  alfo  for  her  lifter,  her  mother,  and 
her  friends;  in  a word,  I difpofed  upon  this 
occafion  of  the  greater  part  of  my  toys  i but 
drefs  at  this  time  was  not  what  principally 
attention.  To  Haabas  an^ 
his  people  I gave  every,  thing  I could  fpare 
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without  hurting  me,  and  without  depriving 
myfelf  of  thofe  refources  which  were  ncceflary 
for  my  return.  Tobacco  above  all  wae  diftri- 
buted  with  great  profufion  among  thefe  wor- 
thy favages,  and  I referved  only  as  much  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  fupply  my  people  till 
we  reached  the  Cape. 

After  this  I took  the  venerable  Haabas  afide, 
and  prefled  him  in  an  affedbionate  manner,  and 
even  with  emotion,  to  follow  the  advice  which 
I had  given  him  refpeding  his  own  preferva- 
tion,  and  that  of  his  whole  horde.  I endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  that  the  apparent 
tranquillity  of  the  planters,  always  affembled 
in  the  fiime  place,  feemed  to  forebode  fome 
new  projet,  and  confequently  new  ads  of 
treacher)’'  ; and  that  his  kraal  being  fituated 
juft  between  the  planters  and  the  Caffres,  he 
might  foon  or  late  become  a vidim  either  to 
the  one  or  the  other. 

He  promifed  that  he  would  remove  to  a 
proper  diftance  as  foon  as  I had  departed; 
telling  me  that  he  had  not  formed  this  refo- 
hition  fooner,  as  he  wilhed  to  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  me  again  on  my  return  from 
Caffraria  : but  he  added,  with  that  affedion 
and  love  of  which  he  had  given  me  fo  many 
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proofs,  that  if  the  times  became  fortunate, 
that  is  to  fay,  if  peace  flioiild  be  reftored,  he 
was  determined  to  eftablilh  himfelf  in  my 
camp,  in  remembrance  of  his  benefador,  and 
becaufe  he  could  not  find  a more  agreeable 
fpot. 

On  the  4th  of  December  I departed  : but 
in  vain  fhould  I attempt  to  defcribe  the  con- 
fternation  of  the  Gonaquas  ; one  might  have 
laid  that  1 was  abandoning  them  to  the  wild 
beafts,  and  that  by  lofing  me  they  loft  every 
thing.  With  ftill  more  difficulty  could  I def- 
cribe my  own  internal  fenfations.  I had 
•now  given  the  fignal,  and  my  people,  niy 
carnages,  and  my  cattle,  were  already  on  their 
way  : I therefore  flowly  followed  this  con- 
voy, leading  my  horfe  by  the  bridle  ; and 
while  I neither  looked  behind  me,  nor  ut- 
tered a fingle  fyllable,  1 fufiered  my  tears 
to  relieve  the  fad  oppreffion  of  my  heart. 

My  worthy  and  fmcere  friends,  I fhall  be- 
hold you  no  more  ! — Whatever  may  be  the 
caufe  of  thofe  tender  fentiments  which  you 
have  fworn  to  entertain  towards  me-r-be 
happy  !— The  fource  of  them  is  not  purer  in 
Europe  than  among  you — be  happy  ! No 
force  is  capable  of  deftroying  the  remem- 
brance 
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brance  of  them.  Confiding  in  my  adieus,  my 
regret,  and  my  tears,  you  have  perhaps  long 
expedled  me  in  your  calamities  ; your  de- 
ceived fimplicity  has  perhaps  brought  you 
back  more  than  once  to  thofe  happy  fpots 
which  were  the  fcenes  of  our  meetings  and 
. of  our  feftivals  ; you  have  in  vain  fought  for 
me  ; in  vain  have  you  called  me  to  aflifl:  you  : 

Ï could  neither  comfort  nor  defend  you,  irn- 
menfe  tradfs  of  country  feparate  us  for  ever. 
But  think  no  more  of  me.  May  no  foolifh 
hope  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  your  mo- 
ments ; fuch  an  idea  would  embitter  all  my 
days.  I have  again  fubmitted  to  the  chains 
of  fociety  ; I lhall  die  like  fo  many  others, 
borne  down  by  an  enormous  load  : but  I can 
at  leaft  fay,  with  my  lateft  breath,  “ my  ^ 
“ name  is  already  effaced  from  the  remem- 
“ brance  of  my  friends,  while  the  traces  of 
“ my  feet  ftill  remain  vifible  among  the  Go- 
“ naquas.” 

From  the  information  I received,  I con- 
cluded that  we  fhould  find  the  fnow'-moun- 
tains  to  the  eaft  j and  that  by  leaving 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte  on  my  left,  and  croffing 
that  chain  of  mountains  w^hich  bear  the 
fame  natoe,  though  they  extend  to  a confi- 
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derable  dlftance,  we  muft  Infallibly  arrive  at 
the  former,  at  the  diftance  of  forty  or  fifty 
leagues,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  way 
by  which  the  windings  might  oblige  me  to 
conduâ:  my  carriages  and  baggage. 

. I had  heard  fuch  different  accounts  of 
thefe  mountains,  that  I was  extremely  defi- 
rous  of  feeing  them,  and  of  croffing  them  at 
my  leifure  ; but  1 was  not  able  to  reach  them 
fo  foon  as  I expected.  Befides,  being  in- 
formed that  the  elevation  and  coldnefs  of 
their  fummits  rendered  them  uninhabitable 
during  feveral  nionths  of  the  year,  this  new 
climate  feemed  to  promife  new  produûions, 
and  varieties  of  different  kinds,  worthy  of 
exciting  my  curiofity. 

Though  the  heat  was  exceffive  we  ad- 
vanced full  fix  leagues  ; and  at  one  in  the 
afternoon  we  flopped  at  the  ruins  of  a kraal 
which  had  been  dreadfully  ravaged.  Its 
wretched  inhabitants  had  probably  been  fur- 
prifed  and  maffacred  on  the  fpot,  as  the 
ground  w^as  flrewed  with  human  bones  and 
fragments  of  carcaffes  ; a difgufling  fight 
from  which  we  haflened  to  remove. 

Having  fet  out  at  four  in  the  evening,  af- 
ter a march  of  four  hours,  we  reached  a de- 
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ferted  habitation,  from  which  nothing  had 
been  carried  away  except  the  furniture.  I 
intended  to  pafs  the  night  here;  but  fcarcely 
had  we  arranged  ourfelves,  when  I perceived 
a moft  extraordinary  itching  all  over  my 
body;  upon  which  I uncovered  my  breaft, 
and  found  it  quite  black  with  innumerable 
fwarms  of  fleas.  My  Hottentots  themfelves 
were  not  entirely  exempt  from  the  attacks  of 
thefe  importunate  vermin  ; and  on  this  ac- 
count we  inflantly  quitted  thefe  infectious 
places,  which  my  people  named  the  camp  of 
fieas^  and  went  to  eftablifh  ourfelves  at  a 
little  diftance,  on  the  banks  of  a limpid  and 
delightful  rivulet,  into  which  I plunged 
without  taking  time  to  undrefs.  As  my 
body  was  abfolutely  fpeckled,  Klaas  advifed 
me,  when  I quitted  the  bath,  to  fuffer  myfelf 
to  be  rubbed  in  the  manner  of  the  favages. 
I was  therefore  greafed  and  boghoued  for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life,  and  I muft  confefs  that 
I found  myfelf  much  eafier.  Though  we 
had  ftopt  only  a quarter  of  an  hour  in  this 
unlucky  fpot,  my  dogs  and  my  carriages 
were  covered  with  thefe  infeCts.  The  bal- 
famic  operation  to  which  I had  jufl;  fubmit- 
ted  was  the  only  means  to  fecure  me  from 
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therti)  until  length  of  time,  or  a fliower  of 
rain,  might  free  us  from  them  entirely.  On 
account  of  this  procefs,  which  is  familiar  to 
the  Hottentots,  they  had  been  lefs  attacked 
by  them  than  their  mafter. 

The  new  lituation  which  we  occupied, 
and  in  which  we  paffed  the  night,  was  not 
deftitute  of  beauties.  On  the  north  we 
were  flanked  by  immenfe  forefts  of  the  fame 
kinds  of  trees  as  thofe  before  mentioned  ; 
and  the  plain  was  covered  with  the  mimofa, 
which  the  planters  name  dooren-boorn  : I had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  it  in  full  blofTom. 
This  to  me  was  a lucky  circumftance  ; and 
I did  not  negleâ;  to  take  advantage  of  it  ; 
for,  as  I have  faid,  the  flowers  of  this  tree 
attradt  vaft  numbers  of  curious  infeds, 
which  are  feldom  to  be  found  but  at  this 
feafon  ; and  thefe  infeds,  in  their  turn,  draw 
thither  large  flocks  of  birds  of  every  kind,  to 
which  they  ferve  as  food.  I fettled,  there- 
fore, in  this  plain,  where  I amufed  myfelf 
in  changing  my  place  of  encampment.  I 
had  reafon  to  conclude  that  all  the  borders 
of  the  foreft  had  been  inhabited  by  Caflres  ; 
for  we  could  not  move  a ftep  without  feeing 
the  remains  of  ancient  huts,  more  or  lefs  def- 
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troyed  by  the  hand  of  time.  In  this  place  I . 
found,  without  any  difficulty,  two  kinds  of 
antelope,  the  gnou  and  the  fpring-bock. 
The  filence  of  the  night  never  appeared  to 
me  more  majeftic  than  here.  The  roaring 
of  the  lion  refounded  around  us  at  certain 
intervals  ; but  the  converfations  of  thefe  fe- 
rocious animals  could  not  frighten  us,  nor 
interrupt  our  repofe,  after  having  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  them,  and  to  live  in  the  midft 
of  them  for  more  than  twelve  months.  We, 
however,  did  not  negleâ  our  ufual  precau- 
tions. I was  increafing  my  colledtion  every 
day,  more  and  more  ; and  I enriched  it  here 
with  a magnificent  bird  entirely  unknown  to 
ornithologifis  : my  people  called  it  uyt-lager^ 
or  the  mock-bird.  As  loon  as  it  perceived 
any  of  us,  or  one  of  our  animals,  more  of 
the  fame  fpecies  inftantly  appeared  in  fcores  ; 
and  perching  upon  the  branches  neareft  to 
us,  raifing  themfelves  perpendicularly  on 
their  feet,  and  balancing  their  bodies  from 
one  fide  to  another,  they  ftunned  us  by  re- 
peating in  a very  precipitate  manner  thefe 
fyllables,  gra^  g<^-  Thefe  poor  animals 

feemed  to  hurry  to  their  own  deftrudion;  for 
we . killed  as  many  of  them  as  we  chofe. 

This 
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'^Fhis  bird  is  aimoil  of  the  fize  of  the  black- 
bird ; its  plumage,  which  is  of  a golden 
green,  reflefts  foinewhat  of  purple;  its  long 
tail  is  fliaped  like  the  head  of  a lance,  and, 
like  the  feathers  of  the  wings,  it  is  beauti- 
fully fpotted  with  white  : the  bill,  which  is 
hooked  and  long  is  remarkable  as  well  as 
the  feet,  by  being  of  a moll  beautiful  red 
colour.  It  climbs  along  the  branches  of 
trees,  to  find  infects  on  which  it  feeds  ; and 

* t 

when  they  conceal  themfelves  under  the 
bark,  it  detaches  it  very  dexteroufly  v/ith  its 
beak. 

We  mull  not  call  this  bird  a wood-pecker, 
thoush  it  feeras  to  have  a confiderable  re- 

O 

femblance  to  it.  Very  effential  charaderif- 
tics,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  feparate  it 
from  that  clafs. 

Flaving  one  evening  remarked  that  they 
came  in  flocks,  without  any  precaution,  or 
being  in  the  leaft  alarmed  at  our  prefence,  to 
repofe  in  diiferent  holes  in  the  trunk  of  a 
large  tree,  near  wdiich  we  were  encamped,  I 
ordered  feveral  of  thefe  holes  to  be  clofed  ; 
and  next  morning,  w^hen  I opened  them  with 
great  care,  1 had  the  pleafure  of  feizing  thefe 
birds  by  their  bills,  as  they  made  their  ap- 
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pearance  in  order  to  efcape.  This  method 
is  certainly  eafy  and  fimple  ; and  barbets  and 
wood-peckers  of  every  fpecies  may  be  pro- 
cured in  the  fame  manner  ; but,  as  the  latter 
conceal  themfelves  better  than  the  former,  it 
is  more  difhcult  to  difcover  them.  An  ob- 
fervation  which  I confider  as  very  juft,  is, 
that  all  birds  which  have  two  toes  before 
and  two  behind,  retire  to  hollow  trees  during 
the  night-time  ; but  this,  however,  does  not 
deprive  other  fpecies,  fuch  as  the  titmoufe, 
the  nut-hatch*",  &c.  of  the  fame  inftinct:. 

It  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  thruft 
one’s  hand  into  thefe  holes  without  being  ' 
certain  what  they  contain  ; for  they  are 
often  inhabited  by  fmall  quadrupèdes  of  the 
fize  of  a rat  ; and  ferpents  alfo  fometimes  get 
into  them,  in  order  to  devour  the  birds  or  the 
eggs  : and  though  thefe  reptiles,  for  the  moft 
part,  are  not  noxious,  they  never  fail  to  occa- 
lion  great  terror,  which  people  cannot  al- 
ways fupprefs.  That  fpecies  called  hooper^ 
kapel^  of  which  I have  already  fpoken,  glide 
up  trees  very  eafily,  and  may  alfo  take  ftiel- 
ter  in  fomc  of  thefe  holes:  people,  then, 

. * In  French  Ts/v/t/zc/.  Sitta  P^uropa'a,  Linn.  T. 
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would  bo  expofed  to  fometh'mg  more  than 
fear,  and  pay  dear  for  their  imprudent  cu^ 
riofity. 

On  the  1 6th  We  purfued  our  journey.  In 
five  different  encampments  I traverfed  all  the 
country,  which  we  were  about  to  quit.  After 
marching  three  hours,  I found  myfelf  on  the 
banks  of  the  Klein-Vis  river  ; fo  that  I could 
not  advance  farther  that  day  : and  we  fpent 
a great  deal  of  time  in  endeavouring  to  find  a 
part  of  the  river  fordable  for  my  carriages. 
In  this  place  they  had  before  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  overfet. 

The  following  day  having  crofled  the  ri- 
ver without  fuftaining  any  lofs,  I faw  ano- 
ther deferted  habitation  ; but  I had  not  the 
curiofity  to  approach  it.  Some  leagues  far- 
ther we  found  abundance  of  mimofas,  and  all 
as  completely  in  bloffom  as  thofe  I had  left 
the  evening  before.  I yielded  the  more  rea- 
dily to  the  temptation  which  induced  me  to 
flop  on  the  borders  of  thefe  forefts,  as  I ob- 
ferved  a variety  of  birds  which  I had  no 
where  feen,  and,  for  the  fécond  time,  that 
kind  of  perroquet  of  which  I have  before 
fpoken.  Wandering  to  a little  diftance,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a fmall  meadow,  amidft  a 
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V70od  of  very  biifhy  trees.  This  peaceful  de^ 
fart  feemed  to  be  favourable  for  my  opera- 
tions, and  very  convenient  for  my  carriages  ; 
but  to  convey  them  through  bufhes  and 
branches  which  croffed  each  other  in  a thou- 
fand  different  direflions,  appeared  to  be  a 
work  of  great  difficulty.  We  had,  however, 
overcome  obftacles  even  more  infurmount- 
able  ; and  this,  like  all  the  reft,  gave  way  to 
our  exertions.  On  the  19th,  after  much  la- 
bour and  fatigue,  I accomplifhed  my  defign  j 
but  I had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  one  of  my 
beft  oxen,  which  was  driven  with  fo  much 
violence  a2:ainft  one  of  the  mimofas  that  its 
prickles  penetrated  the  animal’s  breaft,  and 
broke  in  the  flefh.  We  extracted  in  the  beft 
manner  we  could  all  thofe  which  appeared, 
cr  which  we  could  lay  hold  of,  wdth  a pair  of 
pincers;  but,  as  our  art  extended  no  farther, 
thofe  which  had  funk  deeper,  and  which 
W'C  could  neither  lay  hold  of  nor  perceive, 
occafioned  fo  great-'  an  inflammation,  that, 
after  twenty-four  hours,  all  the  confulta- 
tions  of  my  beft  phyficians  ended  in  a refolu- 
tion  of  putting  the  patient  to  death,  which 
was  immediately  executed.' 

I'hefe  woods  fwarmed  with  touracos, 
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which  were  more  familiar,  and  appearei  to  be 
much  larger  than  thofe  ot  the  forefts  of  Au- 
tcniqua.  I found  here  alfo  a new  fpecies  of 
calao  ; and,  among  other  birds  which  I had 
never  before  feen,  I diftinguilhed  a blackbird 
with  an  orange-coloured  belly  ; wdiich,  be- 
fides  the  pleafure  occafioned  by  this  difco- 
yery,  gave  me  alfo  an  opportunity  of  re- 
marking the  fimplicity  of  the  Hottentots. 

Pit  having  brought  me  this  bird,  which 
was  a female,  I ordered  him  to  return  in- 
ffantly  to  the  fpot  where  he  had  killed  it, 
not  doubting  that  he  would  find  the  male  ; 
but  he  begged  me  to  difpenfe  with  his  fei- 
vices  upon  this  occafion,  as  he  'duift  not 
venture  to  fire  at  it.  I however  continued 
to  infill  upon  his  obeying  ; but  what  w^as  my 
aftonifiiment  when  1 law'  him,  w’^ith  an  affect- 
ed air,  and  in  a tone  almoit  lamentable,  de- 
clare that  fome  misfortune  w'ould  undoubted- 
ly enfue  Î that  he  had  Icarcely  killed  the 
female,  wdien  the  -male  began  to  purfue  him 
with  great  fury,  continually  repeating  Pit- 
me-njorou^  Pit-me~wrou  ! It  mufl  be  obferved 
that  thefe  two  words  exactly  reprefent  the 
animal’s  cry  ; and  I was  more  convinced 

of  this  aftervvards,  by  killing  one  of  thefe 

X 4 blackbirds, 


312 


TRAVELS  IN 


blackbirds,  than  by  the  vain  terrors  of  Pit. 
The  fyllables  it  feems  to  pronounce  are  three 
Dutch  words,  which  fignify  Pit  or  Peter  my 
wife\  and  Pit  imagined  that  the  bird,  calling 
him  by  his  name,  requefted  him  to  return 
his  mate.  I found  it  almoft  impolhble  to 
calm  the  difturbed  imagination  of  this  man, 
who  perfifted  in  refufing  to  fire  on  thefe 
birds;  and  had  any  unlucky  accident  hap- 
pened to  him  during  our  marches  or  hunt- 
ing excurfions,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  caufe  of  it,  his  companions  wmuld  not 
have  failed  to  afcribe  it  to  his  killing  the  firft 
of  thefe  blackbirds.  This  belief,  founded  on 
a fa6l  which  I myfelf  had  an  opportunity  of 
being  convinced  of,  might,  in  the  defarts  of 
Africa,  have  eftablifhed  the  firft  miracle  of  a 
new  religion. 

In  every  part  of  this  foreft  I found  a fpe^ 
cies  of  apes  with  black  vifages;  but  I could 
never  catch  any  of  them.  Leaping  from  one 
tree  to  another,  as  if  bidding  me  defiance, 
they  in  turns  appeared  and  difappeared  in  an 
infiant;  whilft  1 fatigued  myfelf  to  no  pur- 
pofe  in  purfuing  them.  One  morning,  how- 
ever, after  ranging  for  fome  time'  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  camp,  I obferved 
4 about 
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about  thirty  of  them  feated  on  the  branches 
of  a tree,  and  expofmg  their  white  bellies  to 
the  firft  rays  of  the  fun.  As  the  tree  which 
they  had  chofen  was  fo  much  feparated  from 
the  reft,  that  their  fhadow  did  not  incom- 
mode them,  I made  a circuit  through  the 
bufhes,  and  having  approached  as  near  to 
them  as  1 could  without  being  difeovered,  I 
ran  up  to  the  tree  before  they  had  time 
to  defeend.  I was  certain  that  none  of 
them  had  efcaped  ; but,  notwithftanding 
this,  I could  not  perceive  one  of  them, 
though  I c'aft  my  eyes  round  on  evey  fide, 
and  walked  backwards  and  forwards,  exa- 
mining the  tree  with  the  utmoft  attention. 
I refolved  therefore  to  fit  down  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  root  of  it,  and  to  watch  un- 
til I could  obferve  fome  motion  ; and  after  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  time  I was  amply  re- 
paid for  my  patience.  I at  length  faw  a head 
ftretched  out,  apparently  with  a view  of  dif- 
covering  what  was  become  of  me  ; upon 
which  taking  aim,  I dilcharged  my  piece, 
and  the  animal  inftantly  fell.  I expeded 
that  the  npife  of  the  report  would  have 
frightened  the  reft  of  the  troop  : but  this 
was  not  the  cafe;  and  though  I kept  my  poft 
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for  half  an  hour  longer,  not  one  of  tlieiii 
ftirred  or  appealed.  Tired  of  this  fatiguing 
employment,  I fired  feveral  times  into  the 
tree  at  random,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  fee--'- 
ing  two  more* fall;  while  a third,  which  was 
only  wounded,  fufpended  itfelf  by  its  tail 
from  a fmall  branch  ; another  difcharge 
brought  this  one  down  alfo;  and,  being  fatii- 
lied  with  my  fpoil,  I.  collecfled  my  four  apes, 
and  fet  out  to  return  to  my  camp.  When  I 
had  got  to  a certain  diftance  from  the  tree,  I 
faw  the  whole  troop,  which,  imagining  that 
I was  now  too  far  from  them  to  do  any  exe- 
cution, defcended  with  precipitation,  and 
haftened  towards  the  thickeft  part  of  the 
woods,  fending  forth  loud  cries.  By  fome 
ftragglers,  which  with  dilEculty  followed 
the  reft,  halting  either  on  one  of  the  hind  or 
fore  feet,  I concluded  that  feveral  of  them 
had  been  wounded  by  my  fliot  ; but  in  this 
precipitate  flight  I did  not  obferve,  as  fome 
travellers  have  faid,  that  thofe  unhurt  alTifted 
the  lame  ones,  by  taking  them  up  on  their 
ftioulders,  in  order  that  their  common  re- 
treat might  not  be  retarded:  and  I am  of 
opinion  that,  in  this  refpetft,  when  attacked, 
they  are  like  the  Hottentots,  whofe  atten- 
2 tion 
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tlon  is  too  much  engaged  with  their  own 
fafcty  to  think  of  that  of  others. 

When  I returned  to  my  tent,  I began  to 
examine  my  capture.  This  Ipecies  of  ape  is 
of  a middle  hze  ; its  hair,  which  is  pretty 
long,  has  generally  a greenifli  tint  ; its  belly  , 
as  I have  already  remarked,  is  white,  and  its 
fiice  is  altogether  black.  Its  rump  is  cah 
lous  ; and  this  part,  which  is  entirely  dedh 
tute  of  hair,  as  well  as  the  organs  of  genera- 
tion in  the  male,  is  of  a fine  blue  colour. 
At  the  time  when  I was  examining  thefe  ani- 
mals, Kees  entered  my  tent,  and  I imagined 
that  he  was  about  to  give  vent  to  loud  cries, 
when  he  perceived  them,  though  they  w^ere 
of  a different  fpecies  from  him;  but  it  ap- 
peared that  he  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of 
them  when  dead  as  when  alive  : he  confidered 
them  one  after  the  other,  and  turned  them 
over  feveral  times  in  all  diredions,  to  ex- 
amine them  in  the  fame  manner  as  be  had 
feen  me.  Ke  was  not,  I believe,  the  Jirjl 
?nonkey  w’’ho  ■wifhed  to  fet  up  for  a naturaiift  ; 
but  he  was  ftrongly  impelled  by  a fecret  mc^ 
tive  much  lefs  generous  than  that  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge.  By  feeling  tlie  cheeks  of  the 
deceafed,  he  had  discovered  fome  treafures; 
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for  T foon  faw  him  venture  to  open  their 
mouths,  plunder  their  pouches*  of  the  aU 
rnonds  they  had  plucked  from  the  tree 
called  geel-houty  and  confign  them  to  his 
own. 

My  encampment  in  this  place  became 
Jjighly  interefting,  and  afforded  me  much 
riches:  befides  this,  it  was  very  agreeable  to 
my  people,  and  fupplied  plenty  of  provifions 
for  my  cattle.  I remained  in  it,  therefore, 
till  the  28th,  and  left  it  with  much  regret. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  which  made  me  fenfible 
how  eafy  it  would  have  been  for  me  to  for- 
get that  there  are  other  climates,  other  man- 
ners, and  other  pleafures. 

In  the  morning  of  the  day  following  we 
decamped,  and,  after  travelling  three  hours, 
we  met  a few  favage  Hottentots,  who  were 
driving  fome  fheep  before  them,  and  going 
to  join  their  refpedive  hordes,  from  which 
they  had  feparated;  but  for  what  purpofe  I 
did  not  learn.  As  I wanted  provifions,  I 

* Naturalifts  remark  that  apes  have,  between  their 
cheeks  and  the  inferior  jaw-bones,  a kind  of  bags  or 
pouches,  which  ferve  them  as  magazines,  in  which  they 
occafionally  preferve  fuch  fruits  as  they  have  not  time,  or 
are  not  difpofed  to  eat,  till  they  are  hungry. 
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purchafed  a couple  of  thefe  animals  from 
them,  for  which  I paid  them  liberally,  and 
we  continued  our  journey  together  for  above 
an  hour  ; after  which,  their  deftination  being 
different  from  ours,  they  left  us  to  revifit 
their  kraals  that  were  a few  leagues  diftant. 
Three  hours  after,  we  were  hopped  by  the 
river-Klein-Vis,  which,  from  the  time  that 
we  croffed  it,  now  appeared  to  us  for  tlie 
third  time.  The  wheels  of  one  of  my  car- 
riages began  here  to  give  way  ; the  fpokes 
were  fo  loofe  in  the  naves,  that  the  leaft 
jolt  made  us  tremble;  a ‘longer  delay  would 
only  have  increafed  the  evil,  and  on  this  ac- 
count I refolved  to  remain  encamped  fome 
days  in  this  place  to  repair  it.  In  this  place 
two  days  after,  according  to  the  new  ftile  of 
my  calendar,  we  fpent  the  firft  day  of  the 
new  year  1782. 

The  Hottentots,  who  have  no  comprehen- 
fion  of  the  folar  year,  are  entirely  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  etiquette  of  the  firft  day  that 
begins  it  ; no  compliments  therefore  were 
paid  on  our  part,  and  confequently  there 
were  no  falfehoods  told,  and  no  hypocritical 
' proteftations  made.  I only  gave  myfelf,  as  a 
new-year’s  gift,  a new  hat,  which  had  never 

been 
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been  cocked,  and  I made  my  people  fhoot  fof 
my  old  one.  Klaas  having  becnfo  fortunate  as 
to  break  the  bottle  to  pieces,  it  would  be  im- 
pofTible  for  me  to  defcribe  his  joy  when  he 
found  that  he  had  won  the  prize,  and  added 
to  his  wardrobe  an  article  of  fo  much  value, 
and  a piece  of  drefs  ftill  more  magnificent 
than  the  pair  of  old  breeches  which  I gave 
him  when  I made  my  folemn  entry  among 
the  Gonaqiias. 

Next  morning,  while  we  were  Lufily  em- 
ployed on  our  waggon  and  wheels,  a general 
joy  feemed  to  be  diifufed  over  every  counte- 
nance: and  when  I aflced  my  people  the  caufe 
, of  this  fudden  emotion,  they  came  up  to  me, 
and  pointed  to  a diftant  cloud,  which  feemed 
to  be  advancing  towards  us.  In  this  pheno- 
menon I found  nothing  that  could  occafion 
fo  much  rejoicing  ; and  I did  not  diftinguifii, 
till  this  pretended  cloud  had  got  nearer  us, 
that  it  was  corapofed  of  millions  of  locufts. 

I had  often  heard  mention  made  of  thefe  in- 
fects, which  every  year  colled;  tliemfelves  into 
innumerable  fvvarms,  and  quit  the  places  that 
gave  birth,  to  them,  in  order  to  eftablifh  them- 
felves  fomewhere  elfe;  but  this  was  the  firfi 
time  I ever  faw  them,  They  were  indeed 

fo 
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fo  numerous,  that  they  darkened  the  air  ; they  • 
did  not,  however,  rife  very  high  above  our 
heads,  and  they  formed  a column  which 
might  be  about  three  thoufand  feet  in  length, 
and,  reckoning  by  my  watch,  three  hours 
clapfed  before  they  had  paffed  us.  This 
fwarm  were  fo  clofe,  that  feveral  of  them, 
hided  or  hurt  by  being  dalhed  againh  the 
reft,  fell  down  like  hail,  while  Kees,  who 
colleâied  them,  feafted  on  them  with  much 
pleafure.  , 

They  afforded  an  excellent  treat  alfo  to 
my  people,  who  extolled  this  manna  fo  much 
that  I yielded  to  the  temptation,  and  wiihed 
to  partake  with  them  ; but  if  it  is  true,  as 
we  are  affured,  that  in  Greece,  and  particu- 
larly at  Athens,  the  public  markets  were  al- 
ways fupplied  with  this  food,  and  that  it  was 
much  fought  after  by  the  epicures  of  the 
time,  I freely  confefs,  that  I fbould  have  cut 
a very  poor  figure  among  thefe  Acridophagi, 
unlefs  Heaven,  together  with  the  tafte  of  the 
Greeks,  had  beftowed  upon  me  a different 
conftitution. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  we  at  length  de- 
parted, and,  leaving  behind  us  that  chain  of 
mountains  called  Bruyntjes-Hoogte,  we  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  to  the  north  thofe  of  Snew-berg,  for 
which  we  had  been  fo  long  wiihing.  Though 
the  hottcft  feafon  was  now  arrived,  we  ftill  ob- 
ferved  fnow  in  the  filTures  and  ravines  neareft 
the  fummits  of  thefe  awful  mountains. 
Whilft  I was  amufing  myfelf  in  looking  at 
them  with  my  fpy-glafs,  my  Hottentots  in- 
formed me  that  they  faw  a white  man.  This 
difcovery  affected  me  in  a very  fenfible  man- 
ner, for  I had  not  feen  any  of  that  colour  for 
feveral  months.  I found  that  this  perfon  had 
undertaken  a very  long  journey,  merely  with 
a view  to  procure  fait,  at  a lake  fituated  near 
the  river  Swart-Kops;  and  having  joined  him, 
we  converfed  together  for  fome  time  ; but 
he  could  not  refrain  from  fhedding  tears 
when  he  related  to  me  that  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  againfl;  Caffraria,  in 
which  he  refufed  to  aflift  the  reft  of  the 
planters,  he  had  been  attacked,  with  his  wife, 
an  only  fon,  and  his  Hottentots,  by  the  Caf- 
fres,  with  whom  he  had  always  before  kept 
up  a friendly  intercourfe  ; that  he  and  his 
family  had  quickly  hid  themfelves  in  the 
buflies;  but  that,  when  day  arrived,  the  whole 
troop  .united,  and  he  found  his  fon  pierced 
through  by  a thoufand  aftagays.  The  me- 
lancholy 
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lanchoîy  tale  of  this  unfortunate  father  filled 
me  with  great  grief  ; and  though  I did  not 
attempt  to  allay  his,  the  moft  profound  fi- 
lence  expreffed,  better  than  vain  reafoning, 
what  confolation  hë  could  expedl  from  a 
feeling  heart.  He  however  confeffed,  that 
the  hatred  of  the  Caffres  was  inveterate,  but 
that  it  was  very  unlucky  for  the  innocent 
that  the  effeds  of  their  vengeance  did  not 
always  fall  upon  thofe  alone  who  de- 
fer^^ed  it. 

To  amufe  him  a little,  I begged  him  to 
pafs  the  night  with  me,  and  I treated  him  in 
the  beft  manner  I could.  I regaled  him  with 
a difh  of  my  niceft  tea,  and  gave  him  feme 
excellent  tobacco.  The  thread  of  our  con- 
verfation  having  conducted  us,  I know  not 
how,  to  the  fubjedt  .of  horfes,  he  told  me 
that  one  of  his  friends,  who  lived  near  the 
Swart  Kops,  had  fliewn  him  one  which  he 
had  found  when  out  on  a hunting  excurfion, 
and  that,  not  being  able  to  difeover  to  whom 
he  belonged,  he  had  kept  him.  This  cir- 
cumftance  reminded  me  of  the  one  Thad  left 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Krom,  at  the  end 
of  the  Ange-Kloof,  feven  or  eight  months 
before  ; and,  after  the  account  which  I gave, 
VoL.  II.  Y he 
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he  was  fo  firmly  perfuaded  that  this  w*as  my 
horfe,  that  he  immediately  offered  to  let  me 
pick  out  two  of  his  heft  oxen,  if  I would  con- 
fign  my  right  over  to  him,  and  give  him  a 
letter  to  his  friend  that  he  might  fend  for 
him.  My  horfe  undoubtedly  was  worth 
much  more -than  he  offered;  but,  confidering 
on  tlie  one  hand  the  difficulties  and  the  de- 
lay that  would  be  occafioned  by  undertaking 
fo  long  a journey,  and  on  the  other  the  fer- 
vice  that  I might  immediately  receive  from 
the  two  oxen  v/hich  he  offered  me,  and  be- 
ing delirous  befides  to  fhew  him  fome  mark 
of  my  efteem  and  friendfhip,  I did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  accept  his  propofal,  and  I gave  him 
a note  to  receive  my  horfe. 

I ffill  continued  my  journey  tow*ards  the 
Snew-Berg,  which  we^  continually  kept  in 
view,  and  at. the  bottom  of  which  I flattered 
myfelf  I fliould  arrive  the  next  day  ; but 
about  eleven  the  exceffive  heat  obliged  us  to 
halt  on  the  banks  of  the  Bly  river,  where  we 
paffed  the  night.  This  torrent  was  of  little 
fervice  to  us,  as  the  drought  had  dried  it  al- 
motl  entirely  up,  fo  that  we  had  nothing  elfe 
to  quench  the  thiril  which  tormented  us  but 
fome  bad-tafled  ftagnant  w*ater,  that  w'e 
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found  in  fome  of  the  déépeü:  parts  of  its  bed. 
At  the  break  of  day  we  haftened  to  quit  this 
difagreeable  place,  and,  after  a march  of  three 
hours  and  a half,  we  fell  in  with  another  river,  - 
named  Birds  river,  where  I remarked,  among 
other  fmgularities,  that  the  more  we  ap- 
proached the  fnow  mountains  the  more  in- 
tenfe  the  heat  became.  The  piles  of  rocks 
which  compofed  their  lofty  peaks,  heated  no 
doubt  by  the  fcorching  fun,  refleded  his  rays 
and  concentered  them  in  the  neighbourine 
valleys.  As  the  whole  caravan  were  much 
incommoded  on  this  account,  it  was  not 
pofTible  for  us  to  proceed  any  farther. 

In  the  fhort  fpace  which  we  had  traverfed 
between  the  one  river  and  the  other,  we  met 
only  one  flock  of  fpring-boc  antelopes;  but  I 
may  fay  that  it  filled  the  whole  plain.  It 
was  an  emigration  of  which  we  faw  neither 
I the  beginning  nor  the  end.  This  Was  precifely 
1 the  feafon  when  thefe  animals  quit  the  dry 
rocky  regions  of  the  extremity  of  Africa  to 
repair  towards  the  north,  either  to  Caffraria, 
or  fome  other  woody  country  abounding  with 
water.  To  attempt  to  number  them,  or  to 
fay  that  they  amounted  to  twenty,  thirty,  or 
even  fifty  thoufaiid,  I fiiould  be  very  far 

T 2 from 


TRAVELS  IN 


324 

from  the  truth;  to  believe  what  I here  aflert 
one  muft  have  feen  their  paflage.  We  marched 
in  the  midft  of  them,  yet  they  feemed  not  to 
be  in  the  leaft  deranged;  and  they  were  fo 
tame  that  I killed  three  of  them  without 
quitting  my  carriage  : it  w^ould  have  been 
very  eafy  for  us,  had  there  been  occafion  for 
it,  to  procure  as  many  as  would  have  fup- 
plied  provifions  for  a long  time  to  innume- 
rable armies.  In  fhort,  the  retreat  of  thefe 
antelopes  foretold,  with  more  certainty  than 
the  Liege  Almanack^  that  approaching  drought 
which  we  had  every  reafon  to  expedt. 

L 

Having  refuiTïed  our  journey  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th,  in  going  up  the  Birds  river, 
which  has  its  fource  in  the  fnow  mountains, 
an  accident,  that  *might  have  been  attended 
with  very  ferions  confequences,  flopped  us 
for  fome  time.  The  clothes  of  the  perfon 
who  drove  one  of  my  carriages  having  caught 
hold  of  fome  prickles  of  the  mimofa,  which 
he  did  not  obferve,  while  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  place  himfelf  in  his  feat  he  fell  down, 
and  as  the  "waggon  advanced  the  wheel 
went  over  his  leg.  I inflantly  ran  up  to  him, 
and  I was  exceedingly  happy  to  find,  after  a 
minute  examination,  that  there  was  no  frac- 
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lure.  I applied  fomentations  to  the  wound 
myfelf,  afterwards  wrapped  it  up.  with  feveral 
bandages  foaked  in  brandy,  and  left  my 
patient  ftiould  regret  the  ufe  to  which  I ap- 
plied it,  I made  him  fwallow  a large  bum- 
per of  it.  For  feveral  days  he  rode  in  one 
of  my  carriages  ; and  this  accident  w'as  at- 
tended with  no  other  effets. 

The  fnow  mountains  appeared  to  me  like 
the  land  of  promife,  for  I found  it  very 
difficult  to  reach  them,  as  one  obftacle  con- 
ftantly  fucceeded  another.  On  the  7th,  when 
I was  about  to  depart,  perceiving,  when  I 
numbered  my  cattle,  that  three  of  them  were 
miffing,  my  people  difperfed  themfelves  on  ' 
all  fides  to  fearch  for  them,  and  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  fucceed  ; but  this  operation 
, required  fo  much  time,  that  we  could  not 
yoke  them  till  feven  in  the  evening.  The 
days  had  now  attained  to  their  greateft 
length,  but  the  coolnefs  of  the  nights  was 
extremely  agreeable  ; and,  as  I conjedured 
that  we  were  no  more  than  four  or  five 
leagues  from  Platte  river,  I intended,  when 
w^e  arrived  there,  not  to  advance  any  farther. 

Scarcely  had  we  travelled  two  or  three 
leagues,  when  one  of  my  Hottentots  in  the 
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rear-guard  came  galloping  towards  me  fiiU 
(peed,  followed  by  all  the  relays,  which  ar-f 
rived  in  the  greateft  diforder.  The  terror 
being  communicated  to  the  twelve  oxen  of 
my  Parapoen-kraal  waggon,  which  at  that 
time  having  no  Hottentots  to  keep  them  back 
and  manage  the  two  firft,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe,  took  fright  and  ftarted  on  one  fide,  by 
which  accident  the  pole  was  broken,  and 
dragging  the  carriage  after  them,  they  rufhed 
into  the'  thickeft  part  of  the  bullies.  Our 
confufion  now  became  every  moment  more 
general,  and  by  the  bellowing  of  the  oxen 
there  feemed  to  be  no  doubt  that  'we  were 
purfued  by  lions.  We  therefore  ran  to  our 
arms;  and  whilft  fome  attempted  to  ftop  the 
oxen  of  the  other  two  carriages,  which  had 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  hurried  away  like 
thofe  of  the  third,  and  W'hile  others  were 
employed  in  gathering  and  colledling  every 
thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  in  order 
to  kindle  fires,  I fet  out,  accompanied  by 
my  mofl  expert  huntfmen,  and  went  back 
the  fame  way  we  had  come,  to  oppofe  thefe 
cruel  animals,  and  give  the  reft  time  to  make 
every  neceflary  preparation,  The  night  was 
not  very  dark  ; w^e  were  upon  a ftindy  plain, 
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which  enabled  us  to  perceive  objeâ:s  at  a cer- 
tain diftance  ; and  when  I faw  my  dugs  ap- 
proach us,  and  keep  clofe  to  us  in  a body,  I 
^Vas  fully  convinced  that  there  were  lions  near 
us.  Having  fuddenly  obferved  two  of  thefe 
animals,  which  feemed  to  be  waiting  for 
us  on'  a fmall  eminence,  ,we  difcharged  all 
our  pieces  together;  but  this  produced  no 
other  effedl  than  to  make  them  difappear. 
We  however  ftill  advanced  in  the  hopes  of 
killing  at  leaft  one  of  them,  and,  by  way  of 
precaution,  we  continued  to  difcharge  our 
fufees,  but  we  fiw  nothing  more  of  them. 
As  it  was  of  no  avail  to  perfift  in  purfuing 
them  farther,  for  they  had  by  this  time  got 
to  a confiderable  diftance,  and  as  our  fires 
were  well  kindled,  we  approached  them,  while 
our  fcattered  oxen  did  the  fame.  They  arrived 
at  the  fpot  one  after  the  other,  and  in  a little 
time  we  had  recovered  them  all,  except  thofe 
belonging  to  the  Pampoen-kraal  waggon, 
which  we  heard  bellowing  at  a certain  dif- 
tance. Though  they  were  not  far  from  us, 
none  of  my  people  ftiewed  any  inclination  to 
go  to  their  relief  ; but  having  at  length  pre- 
vailed upon  a few  of  them  to  follow  me,- 
each  of  us  took  a flaming  torch  in  the  one 
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hand,  and  a fufee  in  the  other,  and,  proteded 
by  my  dogs  which  preceded  us,  we  went  in 
queft  of  them,  and  foon  reached  the  place 
where  they  were.  When  we  arrived,  I found 
that  the  piece  of  the  pole  which  the  oxen 
had  carried  with  them  being  caught  between 
two  trees  had  flopped  them:  they  were  all  in 
a clufler,  and  fo  cmbarrafled  in  the  traces, 
that  there  were  no  other  means  of  extricating 
' them  but  by  cutting  them  to  pieces.  Three 
of  the  oxen  were  mifling;  they  had  broken 
their  yokes,  and  we  imagined  that  they  were 
devoured  ; but’ when  we  returned  to  our  fires, 
I learned  that  they  had  jufl  made  their  ap- 
• pearance. 

Were  thefe  animals  taught  by  an  inflind 
merely  mechanical  that  near  fires  they  had 
nothing  to  dread  from  their  enemies  ? Had; 
cuflom  infpired  them  with  this  refledion, 
that  for  more  than  the  fpace  of  a year,  fpent 
in  travelling  along  with  me,  voracious  ani- 
mals, which  at  firfl  caufed  fo  much  uneafi- 
nefs  to  them,  dared  neither  to  attack  them 
nor  come  near  them  ? Or  did  they  conceive 
fo  high  an  idea  of  man,  as  to  fee  in  him  a 
powerful  protedor,  and  an  irrefiflible  de- 
fender ? This  fubjed  I fliall  not  attempt  to 
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explain;  but  I know  that  Nature,  which  be- 
ftows  on  all  animals  whatever  a fufficient 
fhare  of  Intelligence  to  provide  for  their  own 
fafety,  feemed  here  to  have  doubled  it  ; and 
upon  this  point  I have  on  more  than  one  oc- 
cafion  made  remarks,  which  have  always  filled 
me  with  aftonifhment  and  admiration.  The 
morals  to  be  drawn  from  natural  hiftoiy  ex- 
tend farther  than  may  be  imagined.  The 
eye  of  metaphyfics  penetrates  every  day  far« 
thcr  and  farther  ; and  blind  curiofity,  which 
alone  formed  colle£lions  formerly,  gives 
place  at  prefent  to  nobler  and  more  valuable 
motives.  No  objedls  now  are  too  fmall  for 
the  attention  of  the  philofopher  ; the  genius- 
of  difcovery  knows  to  give  importance  to 
every  thing  ; and  even  infeds,  confidered 
twenty  years  ago  as  minute  and  mean  objeds, 
occupy  a confpiciious  place  in  the  fcale  of 
beings*. 

At  break  of  day  I returned  to  the  place 
where  I had  fired  the  preceding  evening,  and 

* A complete  treatife  of  Ontology  will  foon  appear, 
worthy  of  the  learned  man  who  firft  laid  the  foundations  of 
that  grand  .work,  and  of  the  refpeétable  connoilTeur  who 
proteds  and  fupports  by  his  fortune  fo  noble  an  undeiv 
taking. 
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I obferved  the  traces  of  a lion  and  thofe  of  a 
lionefs,  which,  though  equally  ftrong,  are  al- 
ways lefs.  Having  followed  thefe  traces  for 
fome  time,  they  conducted  me,  by  a fmall 
winding,  néar  to  my  people,  which  proved 
to  me  that  thefe  animals  had  advanced  clofe 
to  us.  We  thought  it  very  fortunate  that 
we  had  kept  watch  till  the  appearance  of 
day;  and  this  circumftance was  an  ufeful  hint 
to  me  never  to  travel  during  the  night  in 
countries  wdih  which  I was  fo-  little  ac- 
quainted, and  which,  as  I afterwards  learned, 
are  the  moft  dangerous  to  be  paffed  of  all 
Africa. 

I had  under  my  carriages  fome  Ipare  poles 
cut  down  in  the  forefts  of  Auteniqua  ; but 
as  there  was  no  water  in  the  place  where  wq 
had  flopped,  and  as  we  had  no  time  to  lofe 
in  procuring  any,  I ordered  the  traces  to  re- 
ceive a temporary  repair  : we  fpliced*  there- 
fore the  broken  pole,  in  the  bell  manner  we 
could  with  two  pieces  of  wood,  and  purfued 
our  journey;,  but  what  was  our  difappoint- 
ment  when  w^e  arrived  at  the  Platte  river  to 
fmd  it  dry!  We  went  up  its  banks  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  alway-s  tormented  with 
third,  which  dill  increafed^  and  out  of  breath  ; 
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but  we  at  length  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  at  fome  bogs,  containing  a little  mud^ 
dy  water  which  the  fun  had  not  yet  ex- 
haled. 

Here  we  no  longer  beheld  the  magnificent 
country  of  Caffraria;  and  we  had  entirely 
loft  fight  of  thofe  rich  paftures,  and  thofe 
majeftic  forefts,  over  which  our  eyes  had 
wandered  with  fo  much  delight.  Rocks 
piled  on  each  other  and  parched  fands  every 
(day  fucceeded  thofe  beautiful  views,  under 
forms  always  more  hideous.  We  found  our- 
felves  every  where  hemmed  in  by  moun-p 
tains,  the  Tides  of  which  were  inclined  in  a 
moft  fantaftical  manner,  while  their  peaked 
fummits,  fufpended  over  our  heads,  filled 
^ the  mind  with  that  profound  terror,  which 
is  the  confequence  of  difcouragement,  and 
which  awakens  the  moft  difmal  remembrance. 
Thofe  of  Snew-Berg,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
we  now  were,  rofe  very  far  above  the  reft  ; 
and  winter,  feated  on  their  fummits,  feemed 
to  difpute  with  the  fun  the  fovereignty  of 
thefe  difmal  regions. 

As  it  was  my  intention  to  climb  and  tra- 
verfe  a part  of  this  famous  cordillera,  though 
I knew  that  the  Boflimen  had,  like  the  lions, 
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cftablifhed  their  haunts  in  it,  and  as  I was 
defirous  of  fecuring  myfelf  from  any  furprife 
by  either,  I fixed  my  camp  in  an  open 
fpot,  and  fortified  it  in  the  heft  manner  I 
could. 

Having  feen  the  traces  of  a rhinoceros,  my 
ancient  ardour  for  hunting  was  again  revived, 
and  I promifed  a handfome  reward  to  the 
firfi;  of  my  people  who  fhould  procure  me 
one  of  thefe  monftrous  animals  ; but  neither 
of  us  were  fo  fortunate,  for  we  faw  no  far- 
ther appearance  of  them.  I however  unex- 
pectedly fell  in  with  a fmall  flock  of  eight 
elks,  none  of  which  fpecies  I had  ever  killed, 
and  purfuing  them  brifkly,  I Ihot  one  dead 
on  the  fpot.  DoCtor  Sparmann  has  given  a 
veiy'^ accurate  defcription  of  this  animal,  which 
the  ravages  name  hma.  It  is  entirely  different 
from  the  elk  defcribed  by  Biiflbn,  and  is 
only  the  largeft  fpecies  of  the  antelopes  of 
the  Cape. 

When  I returned  to  my  camp,  I found  that 
all  my  hunters,  who  had  difperfed  themfelves 
every  where  throughout  the  neighbourhood 
with  a view  of  gaining  the  prize,  were  arrived 
very  much  difeontented  and  fatigued.  One 
of  them  having  informed  me  that  he  had 

piet 


AFRICA. 


333 


met  with  a horde  of  favage  Hottentots,  whofe 
kraal  was  fituated  jiift  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  I refolved  to  pay  them  a vifit;  but 
I carried  with  me  only  three  of  my  beft  markf- 
men  and  the  perfon  who  had  given  me  this 
intelligence.  Next  morning,  at  the  break  of 
day,  we  had  fcarcely  advanced  half  way  when 
we  met  live  of  thefe  people,  who  of  their 
own  accord  were  coming  towards  my  camp 
to  fee  me.  They  however  turned  backj  and 
conduced  me  to  their  habitation,  where  their 
children,  as  foon  as  they  efpied  me,  ran  dif- 
ferent ways  to  conceal  themfelves,  fending 
forth  horrible  cries.  This  general  confter- 
nation  appeared  to  me  very  unnatural,  and 
difconcerted  all  my  ideas  ; for,  when  I firft 
entered  the  horde  of  Haabas  and  that  of  feve- 
ral  others,  the  women  and  the  children  had 
indeed  retired,  but  by  their  behaviour  they 
fhewed  neither  fear  nor  apprehenfion.  Being 
very  defirous  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  this 
terror,  I was  informed  that  thefe  people  had 
been  eftablHhed  only  a fhort  while  in  the 
place  where  I faw  them  ; that  in  Camdebo, 
their  own  country,  they  had  experienced  a 
thoufand  perfecutions  from  the  planters; 
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that,  animated  with  the  moft  inveterate  and 
fanguinary  hatred  againft  the  whites,  they 
endeavoured  to  infpire  their  children  with 
the  fame  deteftation  of  them,  in  order  that 
it  might  increafe  with  their  years;  and  that 
they  were  not  forry  to  have  heard  them  re- 
peat, in  this  rencontre,  the  catechifin  of 
vengeance. 

With  regard  to  the  men,  they  fmiled  on 
my  approach,  and  feemed  not  at  all  aftoniih- 
ed  to  fee  me;  for  they  had  been  informed 
the  preceding  evening  that  I intended  to  pay 
them  a vifit.  Their  horde  amounted  only 
to  al^out  an  hundred,  or  an  hundred  and 
twenty  people;  and  their  flocks,  which  I 
met  in  going  towards  them,  and  which  con- 
fifted  of  an  hundred  horned  cattle,  and  per- 
haps twice  that  number  of  fheep,  plainly 
£hev/ed  that  they  were  far  from  being 
wealthy  : but  I w^as  more  fully  convinced 
that  this  was  the  cafe  when  I faw  thefe  poor 
wretches  employed  in  drying  locufts  upon 
hard  mats,  and  cutting  off  their  legs  and  their 
wings.  As  their  colle<fdion  of  this  provifion 
was  in  the  highefl;  flate  of  fermentation,  I 
was  obliged  to  take  the  windward  fide  of 
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them,  m order  to  avoid  the  infectious  ex- 
halations which  every  now  and  then  pro- 
ceeded from  it. 

Not  quite  fix  months  before  thefe  poor 
Hottentots  had  taken  fhelter  in  this  place,  to 
avoid  the  cruelties  committed  by  the  plant- 
ers ; but,  without  knowing  it,  they  had 
expofed  themfelves  to  atrocities  of  another 
kind.  Befides  the  dangerous  Bofhmen,  who 
might  every  moment  difcover  them,  they 
had  to  defend  themfelves  alfo  againft  ferocious 
animals,  and  particularly  wild<  dogs,  which 
occafioned  great  ravage  'among  their  flocks. 
Having  given  them  fome  advice  refpeCting 
their  fafety,  and  made  them  a few  prefents, 
I offered  to  purchafe  fome  flieep  from  them^ 
which  they  promifed  to  bring  next  morning. 
As  I was  preparing  to  take  leave  of  them,  I 
was  obliged  to  enter  one  of  their  huts,  to 
fhelter  myfelf  from  a dreadful  florin  which 
fuddenly  came  upon  us,  and  which  con- 
tinued full  three  hours,  during  which  I was 
almofl  inundated.  The  whole  kraal  was  in 
danger  of  being  fwept  entirely  away  ; many 
of  the  huts  were  violently  fhaken  ; the  tor- 
rents hurried  before  them  fand  and  earth, 
which  they  wafhed  dowm  in  their  courfe, 

and 
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and  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots  ; but  as  the 
place  which  1 occupied  was  better  fecured,  I 
beheld  with  pleafure,  though  up  to  the  knees 
in  water,  the  cafeades  and  catara(^s  that  fell 
with  a horrid  noife  from  the  fummits  of  the 
^ mountains,  and  which,  dafhing  againft  each 
other  in  their  fall,  reached  the  plains  in  a 
thoufand  ftreams,  and  covered  them  with 
vapour  and  foam.  The  banks  of  the  Platte 
river,  which  was  only  a few  paces  from 
me,  having  in  a moment  difappeared,  I gave 
the  firft  body  of  water  time  to  fubfide  ; but 
being  under  great  uneafmefs  concerning  my 
camp,  I took  advantage  of  the  earlieft  inter- 
val which  the  rain  gave  us,  and  fet  out  to 
return.  Whilft  I was  confined  in  this  hut, 

I fuffered  much  from  a bag  of  locufts,  which, 
though  already  dry,  emitted  a moft  foetid 
and  difgufting  fmell.  The  rain  continued 
with  great  fury  during  the  whole  night,  and 
the  day  following  the  inundation  increafed 
fo  much,  that  thefe  Hottentots  were  not  able  ' 
to  vifit  my  camp  as  they  had  promifed. 

We  now  entertained  little  dread  of  being 
in  want  of  water  ; but  we  made  no  ufc  of  that 
of  the  river,  becaufe  it  was  both  brackilh 
and  muddy;  we  preferred  having  recourfe 
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tô  the  ponds,  which  being  undifturbéd,  the 
fârid  and  the  mud  had  fiibfided  at  leifiire.  . 

The  next  day,  as  the  weather  was  much 
calmer,  about  twenty  men  and  a few  women 
brought  me  four  fbeep,  and  an  old  cow  which 
was  only  fit  for  the  knife.  Thefe  people 
did  not  feem  to  be  remarkably  fond  of  my 
glafs  beads*,  their  women,  indeéd,  xvere 
loaded  with  them.  They  fhewed  much  moie  ^ 
avidity  for  tobacco  ; and  as  I could  procure  1 
fupply  of  this  part  of  my  provifion  with  the 
greateil  eafe  when  I entered  the  colonies,  I 
was  not  fparing  of  it.  My  liberality  on  this 
occafion  won  their  hearts,  and  they  brought 
me  eleven  fheep  more,  for  which  I paid 

them  very  generoufly. 

Rnowing  that  I was  about  to  traverle 
a very  dry  and  barren  country,  I preferved 
thefe  different  acquifitions  as  a valuable  re- 

fource  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

One  day,  while  I had  a great  many  of 
thefe  ftrangers  with  me,  one  of  the  keepers 
cf  my  flocks  came  to  inform  me,  that  feveral 
of  the  Bofnmen,  coming  down  from  the 
mountains,  had  approached  him  and  his  com- 
panionSj  but  that  they  had  kept  them  in 
awe  by  a few  difcharges  of  their  fufees. 
VoL.  II,  Z ' Upon 
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Upon  this  intelligeiiccy  Klaas  and  I got  on 
horfeback,  and,  followed  by  four  other  chaf- 
feurs,  fet  out  to  purfue  them.  We  indeed 
foon  difcovercd  thirteen  of  thefe  plunderers  i 
but  the  rapidity  of  our  courfe,  and  our  de- 
termined and  refolute  appearance,  foon  put 
them  to  flight.  AVe  however  galloped  to- 
wards them  full  fpeed,  and  made  fome  of 
our  balls  whiz  around  their  ears  j but  we 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  take  proper 
aim  at  them.  I confidered  it  as  fuflicient 
for  me,  and  it  tended  not  a little  to  my 
fafetv,  that  we  had  ftruck  them  with  fome 
terror.  We  faw  them  all  enter  the  moun- 
tains by  different  paths,  and  they  foon  dif- 
appeared  entirely.  I greatly  admired  the 
agility  with  which  they  climbed  the  fteepeft 
rocks  with  the  nimblenefs  of  monkeys  ; but 
I did  not  choofe  to  follow  them  farther  ; for 
it  w^ould  have  been  highly  imprudent  to  at- 
tempt to  attack  them  in  their  llrong  holds, 
and  their  impenetrable  receffes. 

. Thefe  people  would  not  affuredly  have 
, miffed  us.  They  were  all  perfectly  naked  ; 
and  I judged,  by  the  traces  of  their  feet, 
that  they  wore  fandals.  This  ‘ flight  alarm 
was  of  the  gveateft  utility  : it  ferved  to  ren- 
der 
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(1er  us  more  ful'piclous  ; and  on  this  account 
I doubled  our  guards,  and  Swanepoel  and  I 
went  the  rounds  alternately  ; while  my 
faithful  Klaas,  at  the  head  of  a fmall  de- 
tachment, vifited  the  valley  and  its  en- 
virons. From  time  to  time  they  fired  their 
fufees,  which  fignals  my  herdfmen  were 
obliged  to  anfwer  ; and  by  thefe  means  I 
was  aflured  that  they  had  not  fallen  afleep, 
and  that  they  difcharged  their  duty  with  fi- 
delity. 

This  precaution,  which  I obferved  for  the 
fake  of  good  order,  and  that  I might  have 
nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with  in  our  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  was  of  very  little  utility 
in  other  refpe^ts.  A Hottentot  dreads  ' a 
Bofhman  much  more  than  a lion  : this  falu- 
tary  fear  kept  all  mine  on  the  watch,  and 
even  in  the  mofi;  open  places,  which  expofed 
them-  to  excruciating  torment  from  thirfl;  ; 
for  the  heat  had  now  become  almoft  infup- 
portable.  I myfelf  was  expofed  to  the  lame 
inconvenience  as  much  as  they,  but  this  did 
not  make  me  abandon  my  hunting  excur- 
fions.  It  was  a matter  of  indifference  to  me 
whether  I walked  or  flood  flill  : my  tent 
was  fo  intolerably  hot  that  I could  not  re- 
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main  in  it  ; but,  upon  fuch  occafions,  my 
beard  well  foaked  afforded  me  confiderable 
relief  : I derived  fome-  advantage  alfo  from 
the  form  of  my  hat,  which  I moiftened  in 
the  like  manner.  * In  thefe  critical  moments, 
when  oppreffed  by  an  unquenchable  thirft, 
having  remarked  that  the  quantity  of  water 
I drank  ferved  only  to  inflame  me  the  more, 
I refolved  to  drink  in  future  like  the  dogs, 
that  is  to  fay,  to  lap.  This  firange  method 
gave  me  wonderful  eafe,  for  a very  little 
water  was  then  fuflicient  to  allay  my  thirfl, 
and  I no  longer  feared  to  be  incommoded 
by  it. 

As  long  as  we  remained  on  the  banks  of 

the  Platte  river  we  were  not  much  difturbed 

« 

by  lions.  Our  artillery,  which  thundered 
on  every  fide  during  the  day,  kept  them  at  a 
difiance,  though  we  heard  them  roaring 
every  night  ; but,  except  once,  they  never 
ventured  fo  near  us  as  to  occafion  any  alarm. 
The  panthers  alfo,  at  the  rifing  and  fctting 
of  the  fun,  gave  us  figns  of  their  being  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  ; but  they  kept  at  a 
refpedabic  difiance.  In  the  middle  of  the 
night  they  advanced  much  nearer  to  us,  but 
we  were  confiantly  warned  of  their  approach 
4 by 
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by  our  dogs,  and  the  next  morning  we  could 
judge  by  their  traces  how  far  they  had  ex- 
pofed  themfelves.  Neceffity  alone  renders 
all  tliefe  fpecies  of  carnivorous  animals  bold, 

' for  they  naturally  dread  the  fight  of  man  ; 
and  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  their  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood have  been  too  much  exaggerated. 

The  only  two  kinds  of  antelopes  found  here 
are  not  fufhcient  to  fatisfy  their  voracity  ; 
they  choofe  rather  to  follow  thofe  numerous 
hordes  who  travel  from  one  canton  to  ano- 
ther ; and  they  have  then  an  opportunity  of 
felediing  fuch  food  as  may  be  moft  agreeable  * 
to  them,  and  of  making  a dreadful  haughter 
among  their  flocks. 

My  neighbours  feeing  me  determined  to 
afcend  the  fnow  mountains,  advifed  me  to 
be  upon  my  guard,  and  not  to  remain  long 
in  them,  as  the  Boflimen  were  at  this  time 
in  great  force.  I had  no  intention  of  carry- 
ing my  whole  caravan  thither,  for  this  fool- 
ilh  projed  would  not  have  been  praticable  ; 
but  as  I w^as  defirous  of  examining  a few  of 
their  fummits,  and  of  traverling  them  only 
in  the  day  time  with  my  chalTpurs,  I ad- 
vanced as  near  to  the  bottom  of  them  as  I 
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poflîbly  could,  and  eftablifhed  my  camp  at 
the  diftance  of  three  hundred  paces  from  the 
favage  horde.  I expected  to  find  on  the 
fummit,  as  I had  been  told,  a confiderable 
volcano,  that  emitted  fmoke  and  flames  ; but 
I faw  nothing  that  had  any  refemblance  to 
fuch  a phenomenon.  By  the  affiftance  of 
my  fpy-glafs,  I difcovered  an  immenfe  ex- 
tent of  country  ftretched  out  towards  the 
north,  and,  bounded  only  by  the  horizon; 
and  on  the  moll  elevated  peaks  and  the  plain 
fpaces  pyramids  of  flints  and  fand,  exactly 
like  thofe  found  upon  downs.  I endeavour- 
ed, but  in  vain,  to  difcover  fome  Ihells  ; I 
obferved  no  fragments  or  remains  that  had 
the  leaft;  affinity  to  any  marine  produdlion. 
My  principal  attention  was  directed  to  birds  ; 
and  I had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover  and 
kill  fome  very  uncommon,  particularly  a 
very  beautiful  fpecies  of  widow  bird^,  that 
concealed  itfelf  in  the  long  grafs  with  which 
thefe  high  mountains  were  almoft  every 
where  covered. 

* The  Embertza  Paradifea  of  Linnæus;  the  PaJJir 
Jndicus  of  Ray,  Willoughby,  and  Johnfton;  and  the  lo7ig- 
iailed  red  throat  of  Edwards.  T. 
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in  all  my  excurfions,  which  always  ended 
at  fun-fet,  I never  law  any  of  the  Boflnnen 
hut  once.  They  were  only  three  in  num- 
ber, and  were  traverfmg  the  Sack  part  of  a 
mountain  oppohte  to  that  on  which  I was  ; 
but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  attack  us. 
We  indeed  carried  nothing  with  us  that 
could  tempt  them  ; and  thefe  three  vaga-» 
bonds  bad  perhaps  been  among  thofe  to 
whom  I had  fo  recently  given  chace,  and  in 
all  probability  remembered  the  terror  into 
which  I had  thrown  them.  Thefe  infamous 
wretches  do  not  form,  as  has  been  falfely 
fuppofed,  a particular  nation  ; nor  are  they  ' 
a people  who  have  had  their  origin  in  thofe 
places  where  they  are  now  found.  Boflimen 
is  a name  compoled  of  two  Dutch  words, 
which  lignify  buJJj-}ne?i  or  men  of  the  woods  : 
and  it  is  under  this  appellation  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Cape,  and  all  the  Dutch  in 
general,  whether  in  Africa  or  America,  dif- 
tinguilh  thofe  malefactors  or  alfafTins  who 
defert  from  the  colonies  in  order  to  efcape 
punifhment.  In  a word,  they  are  what  in 
the  French  Weft-India  iflands  are  called  Ma?'~ 
roon  Negroes,  Thefe  Bofhmen,  therefore,  far 
from  being  a diftinCt  fpecies,  as  has  been  even 
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lately  aflerted,  are  only  a promifcuous  alTem- 
blage  of  mulattoes,  negroes,  and  meftizos, 
of  every  fpecies,  and  fometimes  of  Hotten- 
tots and  Barters  ; who  all  differing  in  colour, 
Tefemble  each  other  in  nothing  but  in  vil- 
lainy. They  are  real  land  pirates,  who  live 
under  a chief,  without  laws  and  without  dif- 
cipline  ; abandoned  to  the  utmort  mifery  and 
defpair  ; bafe  deferters,  who  have  no  other 
refources  to  procure  them  a fubfirtence  but 
plundering  and  crimes.  They  retire  to  the 
rteepert  rocks,  and  the  mort  in'acceflible  ca- 
verns, and  there  they  pafs  their  lives.  From 
thefe  elevated  places  they  command  an  ex- 
tenfive  profped:  over  the  furrounding  plains, 
lie  in  wait  for  the  unwary  traveller  and  the 
fcattered  flocks,  pour  down  upon  them  with 
the  velocity  of  an  arrow,  and  fuddenly  fall- 
ing upon  the  inhabitants  and  their  cattle, 
flaughter  them, without  dirtincrtion.  Loaded 
with  booty,  and  whatever  they  can  carry 
w’ith  them,  they  then  repair  to  their  gloomy 
caves,  which  they  never  quit,  till,  like  the 
lions,  hunger  again  impels  them  to  frefh 
malfacrcs.  But  as  treachery  always  marches 
with  a trembling  rtep,  and  as  the  prefence 
qf  one  rcfolute  perfon  is  fulrtcient  to  overawe 

'VV'hole 


AFRICA. 


345 


whoie  troops  of  thefe  banditti,  they  carefully 
Ihim  thofe  plantations  where  they  are  cer- 
tain tliat  the  owners  themfelves  refide.  Ar- 
tifice and  cunning,  the  ufual  refources  of 
' timid  fouls,  are  the  only  means  which  they 
employ,  and  the  only  guides  that  accompany 
them  in  their  expeditions.  In  places  where 
the  prints  of  their  feet,  too  ftrongly  imprefR 
ed,  might  alarm  the  inhabitants,  and  roufe 
them  to  purfuit,  they  difguife  them  by  a 
wonderful  addrcfs,  to  which  our  plunderers 
in  Europe,  more  impetuous  or  lefs  patient, 
never  think  of  having  recourfe  : they  al- 
w^ays  march  backwards  if  they  are  not  fhod  ; 
but  if  they  wear  fandals,  they  tie  them  to 
the  foot  in  fuch  a manner  that  the  heel  cor- 
refponds  with  the  toes.  When  they  carry 
off  a confiderable  ficck  of  living  animals, 
they  diftribute  them,  under  the  care  of  feveral 
of  their  gang,  into  fmall  bodies,  making 
them  purfue  different  routes  ; and  by  thefe 
means,  if  they  are  chafed,  they  always  fecurc 
the  greater  part  of  their  plunder. 

Another  nation,  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  Hottentots,  is  confounded  alfo 
under  the  name  of  Bofhmen.  Though  thefe 
people  in  their  language  ufe  the  fame  clap- 
pings 
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, pings  as  the  Hottentots,  they  have  however 
a particular  pronunciation  and  exprelfions 
peçLiliar  to  theinfelves.  In  fome  cantons 
they  are  called  Chinecfe  Hotte?:tot^  Chinefe 
Hottentots,  becaufe  their  colour  approaches 
near  to  that  of  the  Chinefe  found  at  the 
Cape  ; and,  like  them,  they  are  of  a fmall 
ftature.  On  account  of  the  affinity  of  their 
language,  I conlider  thefe  people,  as  well  as 
the  great  and  lefler  Nimiquas,  of  whom  I 
fhall  have  occafion  foon,to  fpeak,  as  a par- 
ticular race  of  Hottentots  ; and  though  the 
planters  confound  the  former  under  the  ge- 
neral denomination  of  Bofhmen,  it  is  never- 
thelefs  true  that  the  favage»  of  the  défait, 
who  have  no  communication  with  the  Dutch 
fettlernents,  know  them  only  under  the 
name  of  Houfujaana. 

This  nation,  whatever  name  may  be  given 
it,  inhabited  formerly  the  Camdebo,  the 
Bocke-Veld,  and  the  Rugge-Veld  ; but  the 
ufurpations  of  the  whites,  whofe  vid;ims  they 
have  been  like  the  other  favages,  compelled 
them  to  take  flight,  and  to  feek  Ihelter  in 
very  remote  places.  At  prefent  they  inhabit 
that  vail  country  comprehended  between  Caf-  ' 
fraria  and  the  great  Nimiqua  land  ; and  of 
5 all 
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all  thofc  people,  whom  the  avance  of  the 
Europeans  has  treated  with  cruelty,  there  arc 
none  who  prel'erve  a ftronger  remembrance 
of  the  injuries  they  here  fuftained,  or  who 
hold  the  name  of  the  whites  in  greater  detef- 
tation.  They  will  never  forget  the  perfidies 
of  the  planters,  and  the  infamous  return  made 
to  them  for  the.  fignal  fervices  which  they 
have  rendered  upon  more  than  a hundred  cc- 
cafions.  Their  refentment  is  fo  violent, 
that  they  have  always  the  dreadful  word 
geance  in  their  mouths,  and  an  opportunity 
of  giving  vent  to  it  happens  always  too  late, 
though  they  are  continually  watching  for  it. 

I propofe  to  give  fome  farther  account  of 
thefe  Houfwaana  when,  paffing  under  the 
tropic,  I come  to  vifit  their  hordes. 

One  evening,  after  retiring  to  my  tent, 
having  begun  to  confign  to  my  journal  the 
events  of  the  day,  while  all  my  people  leated 
around  a fire  were  fmoking  their  pipes,  my 
curiofity  was  greatly  roufed  by  loud  peals  of 
laughter,  which  ftruck  my  ears  ; and  I over- 
heard one  of  my  huntfmen  relating  to  the 
reft  a difcovery,  which  fo  much  the  more 
. excited  their  mirth,  as  it  afforded  them  great 
matter  of  furprife,  and  as  they  took  it  for  a 
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tale  merely  invented  on  purpofe  by  my  Hot- 
tentot humorift.  The  latter,  however,  who 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  of  the'^truth 
of  it,  told  them,  that  as  foon  as  I knew  it  I 
would  not  reft  fatisfied  until  Î ftiould  be  con- 
vinced by  my  own  eyes.  Their  immoderate 
laughter  was  then  renewed  with  louder  burfts 
than  ever  : they  all  fpoke  at  the  fame  time, 
and  feemed  very  impatient  that  the  ufual 
hour  of  my  drinking  tea  was  not  yet  arrived. 
Having  called  Klaas,  I learned  from  him  that 
Jan,  one  of  my  chafleurs,  afliired  him,  that  he 
had  difcovered,  after  dinner,  in  the  horde,  a 
Hottentot  woman,  who  had  that  peculiar 
conformation  which  I always  confidered 
as  a fable,  becaufe  I had  never  feen  it  in 
any  of  the  countries  through  which  I pafled, 
notwithftanding  all  my  enquiry  and  refearches, 
though  one  of  my  people  had  before  afterted 
the  fame  fa<ft,  and  though  my  whole  troop 
had  fome  knowledge  of  it  by  hearfay,  and  by 
a tradition  pretty  generally  diffufed.  He  in- 
deed related  to  me,  in  the  miniiteft  manner, 
and  v/ith  all  the  energy,  or  rather  ingenuity, 
of  his  language,  what  the  moft  unexpe<fted 
accident  had  permitted  him  to  examine  at  his 
ieifure,  and  in  the  completeft  manner. 
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Being  very  defirous  of  clearing  up  as  foon 
as  poiTible  this  very  interefting  point  of  civil 
as  well  as  of  natural  hiftory,  which  I had 
more  than  once  found  in  different  books  of 
travels  and  in  romances,  fuch  as  thofe  of  John 
Struys,  I repaired  next  morning  to  the  neigh- 
bouring horde,  together  with  my  Hottentot, 
who  immediately  diftinguilhed  the  woman 
whofe  conformation  had  fo  much  aftonifhed 
him.  When  fhe  was  pointed  out  to  me,  I 
found  her  to  be  a married  woman,  who  had 
feveral  children,  and  who  was  already  pretty 
far  advanced  in  years.  I made  her  feveral 
prefents,  under  various  pretences,  in  order  to 
prcpoffefs  her  in  my  favour,  and  to  gain  her 
eftcem  ; and,  in  a word,  to  prevail  upon  her 
to  permit  me  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  I had 
not  to  deal  here  with  thofe  impudent  and  dif- 
foliite  Hottentot  women  of  the  colonies,  al- 
ways too  much  difpofed  to  gratify,  and  even 
to  anticipate,  the  defires  of  the  white  men 
and  their  fcandalous  fantaTies.  Here  I had 
reafon  to  expe(St  great  difficulties,  for  I knew 
that  favage  women  almoft  always  refufe  that 
to  curio lity  which  they  grant  to  love — a deli- 
cate diftin6tion,  which  people  w^ould  not  ex- 
pedl  to  find  in  a defart,  when  they  carry  .thi- 
ther 
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ther  with  them  their  prejudices,  and  all  the 
bias  of  pride. 

Ye  worthy  and  provident  mothers,  who 
may  chance  to  read  this  work,  you  will 
never  be  induced  to  believe  that  the  charte 
children,  whom  you  educate  with  the  hopes 
of  feeing  them  attain  'to  your  virtues,  would 
be  as  fafe  from  corruption  and  the  perni- 
cious effedis  of  bad  example  amidrt  the  fa- 
vages  of  Africa,  as  in  the  bofom  of  thofe 
profound  and  filent  retreats  where  wifdom, 
as  we  are  told,  watches  over  innocence,  and 
removes  from  it  whatever  might  tend  to  cor- 
rupt it,  or  give  offence* to  its  fight;  accufe 
not  Nature,  and  do  not  boart  too  much  of 
your  precepts  and  grand  inftitutions  ; you 
owe  them  entirely  to  a contempt  of  her 
laws..  ■ ' 

To  the  honour  of  thefe  people  I muft  here 
affert,  and  I ought  to  take  every  opportunity  ' 
of  doing  fo,  that  all  my  rtratagems,  and  all 
my  entreaties  to  obtain  what  I defired  would 
have  proved  fruitlefs,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  affiftance  of  one  of  my -people,  and  af- 
furances,  twenty  times  repeated,  to  perfuade 
•this  woman  that  I was  a curious  rtranger,  of 
a race  very  dirtind:,  and  who  lived  very  re- 
mote 
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mote  from  hers  ; that  Gonaqua,  CafTre,  and 
other  Flottentot  women,  had  readily  con- 
fented  to  grant  me  the  fame  indulgence  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  that  I would  detain  her  no 
longer  than  a moment  in  that  humiliating 
pofture  : fome  of  the  men  alfo  of  the  horde 
fupported  my  arguments,  and  pleaded  in  my 
favour.  Confufed,  aballied,  and  trembling, 
file  covered  her  face  with  both  her  hands, 
fuffered  her  apron  to  be  untied,  and  premit- 
tcd  me  to  contemplate  at  leifure  what  my 
readers  will  fee  themfelves  in  the  exadt  re- 
prefentation  which  I drew  of  it,  and  which 
forms  the  feventh  plate  of  this  volume/ 

To  deftroy  an  opinion,  generally  received, 
that  nature  has  exclulively  bellowed  on  the 
Hottentot  women  a natural  apron,  which 
ferves  to  conceal  the  marks  of  their  fex,  a 
modern  author  alTerts,  that  this  fingularity  is 
nothing  elfe  but  a prolongation  of  the  nym- 
phæ  ; and  this  idea  has,  very  improperly, 
been  adopted  by  many.  He  reprefents  this 
apron  almofl  as  an  infirmity,  occafioned  ei-> 
ther  by  old  age,  tlie  heat  of  the  climate,  an 
Inadllve  life,  or  the  ufe  of  greafy  undlions,  &c. 
I Ihould  never  have  done,  were  I to  mention 
all  the  objcdions  that  naturally  arife.to  de- 
ftroy 
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ftroy  this  opinion  ; but  I cannot  omit  one 
which  muft  inftantly  occur  to  the  mind,  and 
which  the  reader  no  doubt  has  made  as  well 
as  I.  Since  the  heat  of  the  climate,  an  in- 
active life,  and  the  ufe  of  greafe,, influence 
almofl;  in  the  fame  degree  all  thofe  people 
who  inhabit  the  fouthern  entremity  of  Afri- 
ca, why  fhould  a few  particular  hordes  only 
be  fubjeCt  to  this  infirmity  ? It  is  well 
known  at  the  Cape,  and  in  the  colonies,  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  happens  among  the  Hot- 
tentot women,  whatever  may  be  their  con- 
duct, however  they  may  live,  and  to  what-  ' 
ever  dangers  they  may  be  expofed.  But  let 
us  not  rack  our  imaginations  with  this  fin- 
gularity,  which  as  it  is  uncommon,  has  no- 
thing extraordinary  in  it  ; and  let  us  not 
feek  to  explain,  as  a phenomenon,  what  is 
only  the  elFeCt  of  fafhion  and  caprice.  Yes, 
reader,  this  celebrated  apron  is  only  a fafliion, 
an  affair  of  tafte,  I will  not  fay  depraved, 
for  figns  of  modefty  can  never  confUtute 
the  efience  of  it  ; but  original,  extrava- 
gant, perhaps  abfurd,  and  fuch,  that  the 
fight  of  it  only  is  fufficient  to  banilh  from 
the  mind  of  the  mofl;  diffipated  libertine 
every  idea  of  amorous  enjoyment,  and  de- 
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cdving,  in  a new  and  too  plain  manner,  the 
refinement  of  his  wants,'  to  make  the  moft 
unbridled  paflioil  give  place  to  laughter  that 
could  fcarcely  be  fuppreffed.  I wifh  to  be  de- 
cent, but  I muft  at  the  fame  time  pay  proper 
regard  to  truth.  I cannot  think  of  omitting’ 
in  my  work  the'fc  circum fiances  of  my 
travels;  and  fince  my  female  Hottentot  con- 
feiited  to  improve  my  knowledge  at  the  ex- 
pence of  her  modefty,  too  much  referve  on 
my  part  might  be  accounted  childifh  bafh- 
fulnefs  : fcrupulous  nicety  is  improper  on 
a fubjedl  to  which  nature  has  attached  no 
fhame. 

This  natural  apron  is  indeed  nothing  elfe, 
as  the  above  author  has  faid,  than  a prolon- 
gation of  the  nymphæ,  or  the  large  lips  of 
the  private  parts  of  a woman.  They  may 
hang  down  about  nine  inches,  more  or  Icfs, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  perfon,  or  the 
adiduous  care  which  is  beftowed  on  this  fm- 
gular  decoration.  I faw  a young  girl  of  fif- 
teen, in  whom  thefe  parts  were  already  four 
inches  in  length.  Until  they  attain  to  that 
iize,  they  are  made  to  diffend  by  fri5Hon,  and 
by  ftretching  them;  but  the  remaining  part 
of  the  procefs  is  performed  by  weights  fuf- 
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pended  from  them.  I have  already  faid  that 
this  cuftom  proceeds  from  a peculiar  tafte,  a 
very  uncommon  caprice  of  fafhion,  and  a 
refinement  of  coquetry.  In  the  horde,  in 
which  I then  was,  only  four  women,  and  the 
young  girl  already  mentioned,  were  in  this 
ridiculous  fituation.  Whoever  has  read  Dio- 
nis  will  readily  comprehend  how  eafily  this 
operation  may  be  performed  ; as  for  my  part, 
I fee  nothing  wonderful  in  it  but  the  whim- 
ficalnefs  of  the  invention.  Formerly,  per- 
haps, whole  hordes  of  favages,  diftinguiflied 
by  this  particularity,  were  to  be  met  with 
even  in  thofe  parts  w^hich  at  prefent  belong 
to  the  colonies,  and  this  in  all  probability 
has  given  birth  to  thofe  errors  which  have 
been  propagated  on  this  fubjeâ;;  but  the 
difperfion  of  a people  foon  deftroys  their  an- 
cient ufages.  This  one  is  pradlifed  only  in 
certain  parts  remote  from  one  another,  and 
by  a few  individuals  attached  by  tradition  to 
ancient  manners,  and  who  confider  it  as  a 
merit  ftill  to  obferve  them  wdth  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  minutenefs. 

When  I had  finilhed  my  obfervations,  and 
traverfed,  as  far  as  the  precautions  neceflary 
^.o  be  taken  would  permit,  different  chains 
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and  the  moft  beautiful  fpots  of  the  fnow 
mountains,  I began  to  think  of  quitting 
this  difmal  country  altogether.  My  people 
ftrongly  folicited  me  to  conduâ:  them  to 
Carouw,  and  to  make  hafte  to  crofs  it  before 
the  excelTive  heat  had  entirely  dried  up  the 
fmall  quantity,  of  ftagnant  water  that  we 
might  poflibly  find  in  it,  and  left  we  fhould 
not  meet  with  paftures  fufficient  for  our 
oxen,  which  for  a long  time  had  fuffered 
greatly  from  the  intenfenefs  of  the  feafon. 
Being  therefore  as  much  prefled  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  moment  as  defirous  of  re- 
turning to  the  Cape,  and  no  longer  finding 
in  my  excurfions  the  fame  charms  and  the 
fame  amufements  as  before,  either  that  fa-  . 
tigue  had  cooled  my  ardour,  or  that  other  pro- 
jedls,  and  powerful  remembrance,  had  refumed 
over  my  imagination  that  empire  which  a 
view  of  the  greateft  novelties  had  deftroyed,  I 
fet  out  on  the  2d  of  February,  and  diredied 
my  courfe  towards  the  fouth-weft.  A part  of 
the  horde  accompanied  us  three  leagues,  to 
aflift  us  in  crofling  the  river  Jubers^  which 
they  concluded  to  be  greatly  fwelled  by  the 
exceffive  rains.  When  we  reached  it  we  be- 
gan to  think  of  conftriufting  rafts;  but  our 
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condutllors,  who  knew  of  a commodious  ford 
a quarter  of  a league  lower,  faved  us  this 
ufelefs  labour,  which  would  have  confumed 
much  time.  Having  accompanied  them  to 
reconnoitre  the  ford  which  they  mentioned, 
I judged,  after  trying  the  depth  of  it  with 
my  horfe,  that,  by  only  elevating  eight  or 
ten  inches,  but  with  precaution,  the  boxes 
and  lading  of  my  three  carriages  by  means 
of  branches  and  brufli-wood,  we  might  be 
able  to  pafs  without  fuftaining  any  damage  ; 
we  accordingly  accompliihed  this  bufmefs 
with  equal  dexterity  and  fuccefs.  Our  com- 
panions, indeed,  were  of  great  fervice  to  us 
upon  this  occafion  ; they  crofled  the  river, 
and  fpent  the  night  with  us,  in  order  to  aflift 
us  next  morning  to  load  our  carriages  again, 
and  to  arrange  our  effedls.  I rewarded  them 
generoully  for  what  they  had  done,  and  we 
then  took  leave  of  each  other. 

In  the  canton  into  which  I was  now  en- 
tering, I found  a prodigious  number  of  thofe 
green  and  golden  cuckoos,  of  which  I have 
already  fpoken,  and  feveral  new  fpecies  that 
I added  to  my  colledion.  The  fame  day  I 
fell  in  with  another  river,  the  name  of  which 
I did  not  know  5 but  1 gave  it  that  of  my  re- 
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Ipedable  friend  Mr.  Boers.  The  diy  plains 
of  Carouw  begin  in  this  place;  and  I obferved 
that  this  ungrateful  foil,  or  rather  thefe  fands, 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  were  covered 
with  cearfe  plants  and  weeds  : on  another  fide 
rocks  no  lefs  barren  exhibited  every  where 
to  the  faddened  eye  the  picture  of  dcfola- 
tion  and  death.  We  faw  only  fmall  tufts  of 
grafs,  which  feemed  to  fpring  up  with  relud- 
ance,  for  the  prefervation  of  our  flocks. 

On  the  4th  a inarch  of  five  hours  conducted 
us  to  the  river  Voogel,  which  difcharges  itfelf 
into  that  of  Sondag,  which  we  had  crofled  not 
long  before  near  its  mouth,  and  which  we 
were  foon'to  have  a view  of  again  not  far 
from  its  fource.  Our  fufferings  increafed 
every  day  with  the  heat,  and  travelling  be- 
came very  laborious  to  us.  I however  Hill 
amufed  myfelf  in  my  leifure  hours  with  hunt- 
ing; and  I killed,  in  the  courfe  of  my  jour- 
ney, another  French  field-duck  of  a new 
fpecies.  The  following  day  we  reached  the 
river  Sondag  at  a very  early  hour.  The  afped 
of  this  fpot,  much  lefs  difinal,  ferved  at  leaft  to 
revive  my  hopes:  fuperb  avenues  of  mimofas, 
watered  by  the  river,  prefented  every  where 
around  us  magnificent  views  ; and  as  they 
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were  in  full  bloflbm,  they  perfumed  the  fur- 
rounding air  with  their  fweet  and  delicious 
odour.  Birds  of  a thoufand  fpecies,  and  moft 
beautiful  infedis,  detained  me  here  till  the  8th; 
when  having  obferved  that,  notwithftanding 
the  large  fupply  of  pins  which  I had  carried 
with  me  from  the  Cape,  they  began  to  run 
fhort,  it  came  into  my  head  to  replace  them 
by  the  fmall  prickles  of  the  mimofa,  which 
anfwered  the  fame  purpofe. 

Leaving  the  Sondag  behind  me,  I met  fix- 
teen  Hottentots  with  their  arms  and  baggage 
on  the  banks  of  the  Swart-Rivier^  or  Black 
River.  They  had  left  Camdebo,  to  join,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fnow  mountains,  the  horde 
which  we  had  left  there  ; and  I learned  from 
them  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  .this 
emigration  by  formidable  troops  of  Bolhmen, 
who  were  carrying  fire  and  fword  through 
Camdebo,  and  burning  the  plantations,  in  order 
to  carry  away  the  ammunition,  arms,  and 
whole  riches  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing 
could  difconcert  me  more  than  this  intelli- 
gence, equally  ungracious  and  unexpeded; 
for  it  raifed  the  alarm  in  every  breaft,  and  re- 
vived our  former  terrors.  Perfuaded  that  any 
farther  explanation  w'ould  only  difturb  the 
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Imaginations  of  my  timid  Hottentots  ftill 
more,  I immediately  ordered  them  all  to  fol- 
low me.  They  had  already  begun  to  fpeak  of 
returning  the  fame  way  we  had  come,  and  I 
looked  forward  to  the  moment  when  my  au- 
thority was  about  to  be  at  an  end  ; but  the 
braveft  of  my  people,  who  did  not  hefitate  to 
accompany  me,  induced  all  the  reft  to  imitate 
their  example.  Having  obferved  that  Slinger, 
who  gave  me  fo  much  caufe  to  complain  of 
his  condu(ft  at  Koks-Kraal,  ftiewed  here  the 
greateft  refiftance,  and  that  even  this  day  he 
performed  his  fervice  in  a very  fufpicious 
manner,  I determined,  for  the  firft  time,  to 
make  an  example  of  him,  to  intimidate  thofe 
daftardly  companions  whom  he  had  feduced. 
In  the  evening,  when  I arrived  at  the  river 
Camdebo,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
country  it  traverfes,  I lignified  to  him  that 
he  fhould  inftantly  quit  my  caravan  ; reproach- 
ing him  at  the  fame  time  with  having  been 
the  firft  promoter  of  that  fear  and  confterna- 
tion,  which  had  prevented  all  my  people  from 
following  me  into  Calfraria,  and  with  having 
obliged  me  by  his  culpable  refiftance  to  aban- 
don the  nobleft  part  of  my  projeds,  for  want 
pf  ftrength,  courage,  and  afliftance,  to  enable 
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me  to  prcTecute  it,  and  bring  it  to  a conclu- 
fion.  I then  paid  him  what  wages  were  due; 
made  him  deliver  up  his  efFeds  and  fome  pro- 
vifions,  and  threatened  to  purfue  him  as  I 
would  do  a wild  beaft,  fhould  he  ever  again 
appear  in  my  prefence.  He  was  fo  much 
ftruck  and  abafhed  by  this  apoflrophe,  and 
the  vehemence  with  which  I pronounced  thefe 
laft  words,  that  he  fnatched  up  his  wallet  and 
retired  with  precipitation.  My  people  con- 
jeâured  that  he  would  make  for  the  neareft 
plantation,  or  join  the  Hottentots  whom  we 
had  met  in  the  morning  ; and  I entertained 
a notion  that  he  would  have  offered  fome  ex- 
cufe  for  his  conduct,  or  that  fome  of  his  com- 
panions would  have  interceded  for  him  ; but 
1 was  extremely  glad  that  he  purfued  another 
courfe.  This  feverity  proved  of  the  greatefl 
fervice  to  me,  and,  during  the  reft  of  my 
. journey,  was  attended  vrith  all  that  effedl 
which  I expefled. 

Ï quitted  the  river  Camdebo  on  the  9th  of 
February,  at  which  time  feveral  of  my  oxen 
being  attacked  by  the  klamv-Jlkte^  they  found 
the  journey  very  laborious.  As  eafe  and  re^ 
frefhments  were  the  only  remedies  that  could 
fpcedily  reftorc  them  to  their  former  ftate,  I 
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cliofe  out,  Upon  one  of  the  windings  made  by 
the  river,  among  tlie  mimofas,  a commodious 
lawn,  where  I eftablidied  my  camp,  with  an 
intention  of  remaining  there  fome  days.  I 
had  however  no  need  to  bid  my  people  be 
upon  their  guard,  for  they  were  too  much 
afraid  of  the  Boflimen  to  fail  in  their  duty, 
or  to  relax  in  their  precaution.  We  were 
now  precifely  in  that  canton,  in  which  thefe 
plunderers,  as  we  had  been  told,  were  fpread- 
ing  terror  and  confternation.  Our  provifions 
beginning  to  grow  Ihort,  and  as  we  no  longer 
found  large  game,  I refolved  to  procure  fome 
if  poflible,  in  order  that  I might  fait  it  ; and 
on  this  account  I undertook  a few  hunting 
excurfions,  which  carried  me  to  a greater  or 
lefs  diftance  from  my  camp.  One  day,  having 
purfued  very  clofely  an  antelope-elk,  I wan- 
dered to  a confiderable  diftance  with  one  of  my 
heft  {hooters,  who  followed  me;  and  at  the 
corner  of  a thick  grove  of  mimofas  we  fud- 
denly  efpied  a Hottentot,  who  was  fearching 
for  the  nymphæ  of  ants,  which  is  a favourite 
food  among  thefe  favages.  No  fooner  had  he 
feen  us,  than,  fnatching  up  his  bow  and  quiver 
with  great  precipitation,  he  betook  himfelf  to 
flight;  but  giving  full  fcopc  to  my  horfe,  I 
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foon  overtook  him.  By  the  evident  figns 
which  he  exhibited  of  terror  and  embarrail- 
ment,  I concluded  that  he  was  a Bolhman. 
His  life  was  in  my  hands:  in  thefe  defarts  I 
could  have  exercifed  my  right  of  foverelgnty, 
and  might  have  punifhed  him,  had  1 been  cruel, 
for  all  the  crimes  of  his  countrymen  and  for 
the  inexcufable  fault  of  belonging  to  thefe 
plunderers  ; but  hitherto  I had  no  caufe  to 
complain  of  thefe  people,  and  befides  I was 
delirous  of  profiting  by  this  rencounter,  and  of 
procuring  new  information  : a planter  how- 
ever would  have  added  in  a quite  different 
manner.  By  my  looks  he  plainly  difcovered 
that  I had  no  intention  of  doing  him  any  hurt; 
and,  after  fome  queftions  relating  to  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  we  refpeddively  were,  and  which 
he  could  not  anfwer  without  trembling,  he 
began  to  refume  his  courage,  and  to  have  fome 
confidence  in  me.  As  I complained  to  him  of 
the  fcarcity  of  game  in  the  places  which  I had 
traverfed,  he  informed  where  1 would  be 
certain  of  finding  what  I wanted.  I ordered  my 
Hottentot,  who  had  now  overtaken  me,  to 
make  him  a prefent  of  a part  of  his  tobacco  ; 
and,  after  wifhing  him  more  moderation  and 
probity,  I turned  my  horfe  round,  and  con- 
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liiiiied  my  excurfion.  Scarcely  howçver  had 
I proceeded  fifty  paces,  when  my  hunter,  who 
had  remained  with  him  a few  minutes  to  light 
his  pipe,  and  put  an  end  to  his  converfation, 
called  t)Ut  to  me  with  aloud  voice.  Terrified 
by  his  bawling,  I infiantly  returned,  and,  when 
I came  up  to  him,  I found  that  he  was  attack- 
ed by  the  treacherous  Bofliman,  who,  with  an 
arrow  in  his  hand,  was  attempting  to  ^ wound 
him  in  the  head.  Seeing  the  vifage  of  my 
poor  Hottentot  already  covered  over  with 
blood,  in  a tranfport  of  rage  I leaped  from  my 
horfe,  and  feizing  my  fufee  and  difcharging  it 
at  his  breaft,  the  traitor  was  ftunned  and  in- 
fiantly dropped,  while  my  Hottentot  in  the 
excefs  of  his  fury  collected  his  arms,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  life  of  his  formidable  adverfary 
by  treading  on  him  with  his  feet.  Alarmed 
at  his  wound,  he  expected  every  moment  to 
periih  by  the  effe£l  of  the  poifon  ; for  the 
rafcal  had  difcharged  an  arrow  at  him  the 
moment  they  had  feparated.  The  wound, 
which  was  exaifily  above  the  nofe,  appeared 
to  me  more  dangerous  on  that  account,  but 
luckily  it  was  very  flight;  he  had  been  only 
touched  by  the  edge  of  the  iron  head,  which 
is  never  poifoned.  Having  waflred  the  wound 
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with  urine,  I comforted  him  in  the  heft  man- 
ner I could,  perfuaded  that  it  was  not  mortal  ; 
and  as  I always  carried  about  me  a phial  of 
volatile  alkali,  which  Mr.  Percheron,  the 
Prcnch  agent,  gave  me  when  I quitted  the 
Cape,  in  order  that  I might  dilTipate  even 
every  appearance  of  poifon,  I tore  off  fome 
pieces  from  my  fhirt,  and  dipping  them  in  the 
alkali,  applied  them  to  the  part  affected  ; but 
thefe  precautions  of  my  tender  friendfliip,  in- 
' flead  of  elevating  the  fpirits  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Plottentot,  made  him  perfift  in  attribut- 
ing the  fevere  pains  occafioned  by  the  cauflic 
to  the  effedls  of  the  poifon  : as  for  me,  what  I 
wondered  at  moft,  and  what  I confidered  as  the 
influence  of  my  happy  ftar,  was  that  he  had 
not  been  killed  on  the  fpot  ; had  that  been 
the  cafe,  the  aflliffin,  armed  with  afufee  which 
he  might  have  taken  from  him,  -would  not  have 
failed  to  lie  in  wait  for  me  in  the  neareft  turn- 
ing and  to  have  configned  me  to  the  fame 
fate.  Taking  up  the  villain’s  bow  and  quiver, 
and  leaving  his  body  dreadfully  mangled,  I 
haftened  to  return  to  my  camp.  This  ad- 
venture foon  fpread  the  alanii  throughout  the 
country  ; and  my  Hottentot,  perfuaded  that 
he  would  not  live  till  morning,  ftill  added  to 
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the  confternation  of  my  people.  It  would 
have  been  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  allay 
their  terrors  ; they  all  entertained  the  fame  idea 
as  my  patient,  and  imagined  that  he  could 
not  live  the  night  through  ; but  it  pafTed  away 
without  the  appearance  of  any  alarming  fymp- 
toms  ; andthepainhaving  abated,  he  began  tobe 
convinced  that  he  would  efcape  at  the  expence 
of  being  well  frightened.  When  he  awoke, 
his  companions,  aftonlihed  to  fee  him  alive, 
recovered  the  ufe  of  their  fpeech,  and  boafted 
in  a thoufand  different  ways,  as  is  commonly 
the  cafe  when  danger  is  over.  They  judged, 
above  all,  that  the  death  of  the  affaffm  was  the 
moft  fortunate  circumftance  for  us  in  this  ad- 
venture ; for  had  this  man  efcaped  and  follow- 
ed us  through  the  thickets  and  winding  ways, 
he  would  have  difcovered  our  retreat.  He 
would  not  then  have  failed  to  give  notice  to 
the  reft  of  the  Bolhmen,  who,  in  a numerous 
body,  would  have  fuddenly  fallen  upon  us  and 
maffacred  us  without  mercy.  The  various  con- 
jectures of  my  Hottentots,  and  their  endlcfs 
prattling,  amufed  me  much,  and  proved  not  at 
all  uninterefting.  I concluded  from  it  that  they 
would  at  length  become  familiarized  with  dan- 
ger ; and  I was  exceedingly  glad  that  they  had 
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feen  it  fo  near  ; for  I knew  no  obftacle  that 
could  be  more  fatal  to  my  defigns  than  ima- 
ginary terrors. 

The  day  following  we  departed,  and  while  . 
we  were  marching  along  I amufed  myfelf  with 
fliootiiig,  either  on  one  fide  or  the  other 
as  the  weather . was  remarkably  favourable. 
Having  ftarted  a female  oftrich,  when  I 
went  up  to  the  neft,  the  largeft  I had  ever 
feen,  I found  in  it  thirty-eight  eggs  in  a heap, 
and  thirteen  more  diftributed  at  fome  diftance 
each  in  a fmall  cavity.  They  appeared  to  be 
all  unequal  in  fize;  and  when  I examined 
them  more  clofely,  I perceived  nine  much 
fmaller  than  the  reft:  on  this  difeovery  I or- 
dered my  people  to  halt,  and  to  unyoke  the 
oxen  at  the  diftance  of  a ^quarter  of  a league 
from  the  neft,  whilft  I went  to  conceal  myfelf 
in  a thicket,  which  was  within  a gun-£hot  of 
the  fpot,  and  from  which  I could  have  a full 
view  of  the  animal  if  it  returned. . After  a 
ftiort  interval,  the  female  arrived  and  fquatted 
down  upon  the  eggs,  and,  during  the  reft  of 
the  time  that  I continued  in  the  bufh,  three 
more  joined  her.  They  relieved  each  other 
by  turns,  one  only  remaining  a quarter  of  an 
hour  on  the  neft,  while  one  of  the  new  comers 
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fat  by  her  fide.  This  made  me  imagine  that 
fometimes,  and  perhaps  when  the  nights  are 
rainy  or  cold,  two  or  more  unite  together  to 
cover  the  eggs  the  better.  When  the  fun  was 
nearly  about  to  fet,  a male  arrived,  and  ap- 
proached the  neft  in  order  to  place  himfelf  on 
it;  for  the  males  fit  as  well  as  the  females.  As 
I had  now  the  opportunity  I wifhed  for,  I 
difcharged  my  piece  and  killed  him  on  the 
fpot  : upon  which  the  reft,  frightened  by  the 
noife  of  the  report,  ftarted  up,  and  in  their 
confufion  broke  feveral  of  the  eggs.  On  going 
up  to  the  neft,  I perceived  with  much  regret, 
that  the  young  had  been  juft  ready  to  burll 
the  fhell,  for  they  were  entirely  covered  with 
down.  The  male  which  I killed  had  not 
one  beautiful  white  feather  ; they  were  all  al- 
ready ftripped,  and  become  quite  dirty.  I 
however  picked  out  fuch  of  the  black  ones  as 
appeared  to  be  moft  entire,  and  quitting  the 
place,  I detached  feveral  of  my  Hottentots  to 
fearch  for  the  thirteen  eggs  which  were  fcat- 
tered  around  the  neft,  ftridly  enjoining  them 
not  to  touch  the  reft.  Being  delirous  to  khow 
whether  the  females  would  return  in  the  night- 
time,  I repaired  to  the  neft  at  day-break  ; but 
I found  every  thing  fwept  away  from  the 
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place,  except  a few  fragments  of  fliells  lyirrg 
here  and  there,  which  fufficiently  fliewed  that 
we  had  furniflied  an  excellent  repall  to  fome 
jackals,  or  even  hyænas. 

This  peculiarity  tefpedfing  the  female  of- 
trich,  which  unites  with  feveral  others  for  in- 
cubation in  the  fame  neft,  is  the  more  worthy 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  naturalift,  as,  not 
being  a general  rule,  it  proves  that  certain  cir- 
cumftances  may  fometimes  determine  the  ac- 
tions of  thefe  animals,  and  modify  their  fen- 
fations,  which  would  tend  to  exalt  their 
inftind:,  by  giving  them  a more  fagacious 
forefight  than  is  generally  allowed  them.  Is 
it  not  probable  that  thefe  animals  alfociate 
together  in  order  that  they  may  be  ftronger 
and  better  able  to  defend  their  offspring  ? I 
fhall  have  occafion  to  enter  more  at  large  on 
this  fubjed,  in  the  defeription  of  the  oftrich 
which  I intend  to  give  hereafter.  I flatter 
myfelf  that  the  public  will  read  with  pleafiire 
plain  and  authentic  relations,  which  will  con-- 
tain  rather  a view  of  the  manners  and  habi- 
tudes of  thefe  animals  than  tirefome  details, 
which  are  often  only  repetitions  concerning 
the  number  of  their  feathers,  their  propor- 
tions, and  the-  exa<5t  dimenfions  of  all  their 
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parts.  Ridiculous  enumerations  ! which  fhew 
as  little  the  variety  of  the  fpecies,  as  the  dif- 
ference of  their  charaders, 

In  returning  from  the  neft  to  our  camp^  my 
dogs  ftarted  a hare,  and  fet  out  in  purfuit  of 
it  ; upon  which  I galloped  after  them,  and  faw 
it  take  Ihelter  in  the  cavities  of  a fmall  barrow, 
which  happened  to  be  in  the  way.  After  fome 
fearch  I at  length  difcovered  the  precife  place  of 
its  retreat  ; and  having  flopped  up  the  moutli 
of  the  hole  it  had  entered,  I pulled  down  the 
flones  and  the  gravel  which  compofed  this 
fmall  eminence  j but  I could  fcarcely-defcribe 
my  aflonifhment  when  I perceived  that  it  was 
a Hottentot  tomb.  I however  found  the  hare 
fquatted  down  among  fome  bones,  and  feizing 
it  alive  I carried  it  along  with  me.  My  dogs 
being  engaged  elfewherej  in  a fpot  where  they 
could  not  obferve  me,  through  an  emotion  of 
generofity,  and  as  if  difdaining  to  put  this 
feeble  animal  to  death  except  with  the  arms  I 
ufually  employed  in  hunting,  I fet  it  at  liber- 
ty. This  adion  was  afcribed  by  my  people 
to  a motive  which  railed  me  vei*y  high  in  their 
efteem,  and  I was  extremely  cautious  not  to 
undeceive  them.  They  believed,  and  with 
the  utmofl  fatisfadion,  that  I had  fuffered 
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this  animal  to  efcape,  not  becaufe  I confidercd 
it  as  of  little  value,  but  becaufe  I refpeâ;ed  the 
afyluin  of  the  dead,  and  was  defirous  of  ren- 
dering this  natural  homage  to  the  tomb  of 
one  of  their  countrymen.  Having  covered 
the  bones  with  the  the  fame  gravel  which  I had 
taken  from  them,  we  purfued  another  route  ; 
and  during  this  interval  fome  more  of  my* 
hunters  had  killed  four  gnous,  the  faking  of 
which  employed  us  three  whole  days. 

On  the  1 6th  I arrived  at  a plantation 
belonging  to  two  brothers  who  were  free  ne- 
groes, one  of  whom  was  married  to  a young 
mulatto  woman.  Thefe  worthy  people  re- 
ceived me  with  the  utmoft  joy,  and  offered 
me  the  free  life  of  every  thing  they  pofTeffed. 
But,  fhall  I lily  it  ? my  heart,  agitated  by  a 
thoufand  different  fenfations,  received  with 
indifference  their  careffes  and  their  tender  fo- 
licitude.  I found  in  them  alinofl  the  fame 
manners  and  the  fame  cuifoms  as  thofe  com- 
mon in  the  civilized  world.  I had  now  re- 
turned to  fociety,  and  I again  beheld  fields, 
Utenfils,  poffeffions,  eftablilhed  order,  makers; 
in  a word,  I was  on  a plantation.  So  much 
indulgence  became  a burden  to  me  ; an  in- 
voluntary impulfe  hurried  me  from  this  re- 
treat ; 
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treat  ; I often  walked  about,  with  my  eyes 
wandering  from  one  fide  to  another,  as  if  to 
difcover  my  loft  way  ; I opprefted  the  houfe 
with  complaints,  and,  if  I may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  furrounded  it  with  my  fighs.  All  was 
now  fled  ; the  torrents,  mountains,  majeftic 
forefts,  impraticable  roads,  hordes  of  favages 
and  their  delightful  huts,  all  were  vaniftied. 
Every  thing  feemed  to  excite  my  regret,  even 
to  ferocious  animals  ; which  for  the  moment, 
I imagined  entertained  fentiments  of  friendfhip 
and  benevolence  towards  me.  I do  not  know 
whether  thefe  whimfical  ideas  are  common  to 
other  men  ; but  the  more  I reflet  on  them, 
the  more  I am  convinced  that  they  belong  to 
nature.  Powerful  charm  of  liberty  ! invincible 
force,  which  I fhall  carry  with  me  to  the  grave  ! 
Thou  transformedft  into  pleafures  the  moft  la- 
borious fatigues,  into  amiifements  the  greateft 
dangers,  into  delightful  fpetacles  the  moft 
difmal  objets  ; and  thou  ftrewedft  my  patha 
with  the  flowers  of  felicity  and  repofe,  at  a 
feafon  and  age  when  deftiny  feemed  to  impel 
me  to  fearch  for  them  elfewhere.  With  thefe 
two  negroes  1 eat  bread  for  the  firft  time 
during  the  fpace  of  a year,  but  I bad  almoft 
forgot  the  tafte  of  it.  Though  I at  firft  pro- 
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pofed  to  flop  here  only  one  day,  I remained 
three  days.  We  had  hill  a great  extent  of 
country  to  traverfe,  fome  enormous  mountains 
to  crofs,  and  great  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the 
defarts  of  Camdebo  ; the  awful  afpcdf  of  which 
every  where  prefent,  inhead  of  the  verdure 
and  natural  gardens  of  the  Pampoen-Kraal, 
nothing  but  hideous  rocks,  fands,  and  hints, 
fometimes  grey,  fometiines  reddiffi,  and  fome- 
times  of  a yellow  colour.  As  1 approached 
towards  the  plantations  danger  decreafed,  and 
hill  adhering  to  my  ideas,  I battered  myfelf 
with  the  hope  of  more  enjoyments.  If  I ex- 
cept therefore  the  places  where  I had  juh 
halted,  I followed  my  plan  with  equal  con- 
hancy,  when  I returned  and  when  I departed; 
but  I embraced  the  opportunity  wdiich  chance 
had  afforded  me,  by  falling  in  with  thefe  two 
brothers,  to  procure  provifions  for  the  fub- 
fihence  of  my  people,  and  I took  precautions 
accordingly.  They  fupplied  me  with  a large 
quantity  of  bifeuit  ; and  I made  a grateful  re- 
turn for  this  effential  fervice,  by  giving  them 
in  exchange  powder,  ffiot,  and  gun-hints  ; all 
valuable  articles,  which  they  had  long  been  in 
want  of,  though  it  is  indifpenfibly  neceffary  that 
a plantation  fhould  always  be  provided  with 
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them,  either  to  defend  the  cattle  or  repel  the 
Boflimen.  For  fo  great  a favour,  they  would 
have  readily  granted  me  whatever  1 required. 

On  the  19th  I fet  out,  at  four  in  the  after- 
noon ; but  the  fun,  more  ardent  than  ever, 
fcorched  us  moft  dreadfully  for  two  days. 
Wandering  about,  w-ithout  being  able  to  find  a 
fingle  drop  of  water,  we  had  recourfe  to  fome 
jars,  which  I had  ordered  to  be  filled  at  the 
houfe  of  the  negro  brothers  ; but  we  were 
obliged  to  confine  ourfelves  to  a certain  allow- 
ance, as  had  feveral  times  been  the  cafe  before. 

On  the  2 1 ft,  after  crofting  the  bed  of  the 
Kriga,  which  was  dry,  and  which  we  had 
crofted  the  preceding  evening,  I fell  in  with 
two  inhabitants  of  Camdebo,  who  were  re- 
turning from  the  Cape,  and  purfuing  their 
way  to  their  own  refidence.  As  I had  not 
heard  from  my  friends  at  the  town  for  above 
a year,  I was  happy  to  learn  that,  by  the  aftift- 
ance  of  France,  the  Cape  had  been  protedled 
from  an  invafion  by  the  Englifli,  and  that  the 
colony  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  ; but 
the  pleafure  I received  from  this  intelligence 
w^as  foon  effaced  by  hearing  of  the  indifpofition 
of  my  benefaûor,  whom  thefe  travellers  faid 
they  had  left  in  a very  critical  fituation  at  the 
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■warm  baths,  which  are  the  laft  refource  of 
fick  people  in  Africa.  This  information  threw 
a gloom  over  my  mind,  and  embittered  th« 
remainder  of  my  journey. 

Eagerly  defirous  of  feeing  a friend  who 
had  many  claims  on  my  friendfliip,  I wifhed 
to  haften  my  journey  ; but  the  fear  of  finding 
him  in  a languifhing  condition  corrupted  the 
pleafure  which  1 enjoyed  by  anticipation. 
Thefe  two  planters  forewarned  me  that  I 
would  fulfer  much  by  the  way,  on  account  of 
the  drought  and  want  of  water  ; and  that,  as 
1 carried  a great  number  of  cattle  along  with  me, 
Î could  hope  for' no  reldurces  but  in  the  ftorffiy 
rains  which  might  come  on  : that,  befides 
thefe  inconveniences,  the  country  was  infefted 
by  the  Bofhmcn  ; and  that  they  had  even 
plundered  them  of  thirty-two  oxen,  and  maf- 
facred  their  herdfmen,  at  the  paffage  of  the 
Black  River.  This  laft  part  of  their  intelli- 
gence did  not  prevent  me  from  proceeding  ; 
for,  fince  the  example  of  feveritv  which  I had 
been  forced  to  give,  my  people  never  fhew^ed 
any  figns  of  timidity,  and  1 believe  that  along 
■v\dth  me  they  would  have  been  capable  of 
braving  all  the  banditti  of  Camdebo.  I was 
however  unwilling  to  expofe  them  raftily:  it 
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was  impoflible  for  me  to  march  in  the  night- 
time, for  this  would  have  deprived  me  of 
every  advantage  ; and  the  greater  part  of  my 
oxen  w^efe  rendered  unfit  for  fervice  by  a 
difeafe  in  their  hoofs  ; fo  that  not  being 
able  to  relieve  thole  that  were  in  a found  con- 
dition, I made  them  let  out  before  us  with  a 
ftrong  guard,  in  order  that  we  might  not  be 
retarded  in  our  n 'lrch. 

When  I arrived  in  this  manner  at  Kriga- 
Fontyn^  or  the  Fountain  of  Kriga,  my  oxen 
found  as  much  water  as  they  had  occalion  for  ; 
but  it  was  fo  brackilli,  that  the  Hottentots  who 
drank  of  it  were  feized  wnth  colics  and  vio- 
lent diarrhoeas.  As  1 was  founding  the  foil, 
and  examining  whether  this  water  might  not 
caufe  diforders  ftill  more  dangerous,  I was 
greatly  furprifed  to  obferve  Kees,  who  was 
always  the  firft  every  where,  draw  from  the 
velfel  a crab  of  about  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter.  This  circumftance  was  indeed  molt 
aftonilhing,  as  the  fountain  was  furrounded 
Qy  folid  rock,  and  had  no  apparent  outlet  what- 
ever. My  ape  feemed  to  eat  his  crab  wnth  fo 
much  pleafure,  that  I ordered  thirty  of  them 
to  be  caught  ; and  when  they  were  roafted  I 
fouiid  them  excellent.  Four  or  five  difcharges 
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of  my  fufee  procured  us  above  forty  moor-fowl 
of  a very  beautiful  fpecies,  which  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  come  by  thoufands,  and  light  on  the 
borders  of  this  fountain.  The  Elottentots  of 
the  colonies  call  them  Nimlqua  partridges^  be- 
caufe  in  the  rainy  feafon  they  all  emigrate 
towards  the  tropics.  Reckoning  from  the 
time  when  we  encamped  at  this  fountain,  we 
found  nothing  but  coarfe  plants  and  locufts  : 
we  were  indeed  in  a moil  defolate  place  ; 
four  of  my  oxen,  having  not  ftrength  fufficient 
to  follow  us,  remained  on  the  fpot  ; and  I faw, 
with  no  fmall  grief,  that  my  dogs  halted,  and 
could  fcarcely  drag  themfelves  along.  As  the 
foies  of  their  feet  were  torn  and  cut  to  the 
very  quick,  I ordered  them  to  be  rubbed 
over  with  greafe,  that  they  might  be  induced 
to  lick  them,  and  to  be  put  into  my  car- 
riages until  they  fhould  be  in  a condition  to 
walk.  My  horfes  being  attacked  by  the 
fame  diforder  as  my  oxen,  I caufed  fmall  bags 
or  covers  to  be  made  of  Ikins,  and,  having 
greafed  their  hoofs  well,  I faftened  them  on 
their  feet  by  tying  them  above  the  tarfus.  I 
wilhed  to  fubjedl  my  oxen  to  the  fame  ope- 
ration, but  thefe  intradable  animals  would 
never  have  fubmitted  to  it  peaceably;  befide* 
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greafe  and  fkms  would  not  have  been  fufE- 
cient.  My  carriages  alfo  were  in  a moft 
wretched  condition  ; for,  as  they  had  not  been 
moiftened  for  a long  time,  they  made  a noife 
when  they  moved  forwards  like  fo  many  rat- 
tles. Though  we  fell  in  with  different  foun- 
tains, and  the  beds  of  lèverai  rivers  or  torrents 
which  we  croffed  in  our  way,  and  from  which 
we  hoped  for  relief,  we  were  ftill  deceived  in 
our  expectations.  Our  animals  were  reduced 
to  the  neceffity  of  putting  their  nofes  to  the 
earth,  and  of  licking  fuch  places  as  feemed  fcill 
to  retain  fome  moifture  ; being  befides  de- 
prived of  every  kind  of  fucculent  grafs,  no 
other  refource  was  left  us  but  to  colleCt  a few 
coarfe  parched  herbs,  which  occafioned  acute 
pains  in  their  bowels,  fo  that  they  entirely 
loft  their  flelh,  and  feemed  to  be  converted 
into  Ikeletons. 

In  this  diftrefling  fituation  we  continued 
till  the  24th  in  the  evening.  Having  croffed 
the  Swart  Rtvier^  or  Black  River,  which  had 
no  more  water  in  its  bed  than  the  reft,  we 
were  juft  on  the  point  of  unyoking  our  oxen, 
when  I perceived  a flock  of  Iheep.  I imme- 
diately ran  up  to  the  Ihepherd,  and  being  in- 
formed that  he  belonged  to  a planter  who 
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refided  at  the  diftance  of  fcarcely  a league,  we 
purfued  our  route  towards  it,  and  encamped 
near  a large  pond,  where  we  at  length  had  the 
fatisfadfion  of  finding  water  in  abundance* 
The  owner'of  thefe  flieep  vras  named  Adcwï 
jiobenhymer^  and  his  plantation  was  called 
Keveec-Valey.  I received  every  mark  of  po- 
litenefs  from  this'  gentleman,  as  well  as  from 
his  family,  which  confifled  of  only  two  daugh- 
ters. One  of  them,  Dina  Sagrias-de-Beer,  the 
daughter  of  his  wife  by  a former  hufband, 
was  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  African  ladies  I 
had  ever  feen.  Thefe  charming  hofts  prefi'ed 
me  to  fpend  a few  days  with  them  ; and  the 
bewitching  Dina  joined  to  her  invitation  fuch 
mild  and  natural  graces,  that  I readily  yielded 
to  her  repeated  folicitations,  and  confented  to 
remain  a few  days.  In  the  evening,  however, 
I did  not  fail  to  pay  a vifit  to  my  camp,  ac- 
cording to  my  ufual  cuftom  ; as  the  place 
where  I was,  and  the  neceffity  of  preferving 
good  order,  made  me  more  than  ever  lay  it 
down  as  an  invariable  rule  not  to  deep  out  of 
it:  I was  befides  fo  much  accuftomed  to  my 
hard  mattrefs,  that  a fofter  or  more  commodi- 
ous bed  would  really  have  prevented  me  from 
deeping.  This  agreeable  repofe  for  a few 
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days  was  above  all  extremely  ferviceable  to 
my  poor  cattle,  worn  out  with  hunger  and 
fatigue  : I was  every  moment  apprehenfive 
that  I fliould  be  obliged  to  abandon  my  car- 
riages and  my  elFeâs  ; but  this  laft  halting 
revived  us  a little.  The  fituation  of  this  fpot 
was  delightful  ; the  fcenery  around  it  was  beauti- 
fully variegated  ; and  the  environs  of  the  plan- 
tation afforded  my  oxen,  as  well  as  my  people, 
abundance  of  every  thing  proper  for  reftoring 
their  loft  ftrength,  had  I only  remained  longer  in 
this  retreat  : but  I was  more  and  more  fenfible 
of  the  neceflity  of  approaching  the  Cape,  and 
my  exhaufted  imagination  rendered  my  return 
indifpenfable.  I was  therefore  once  more  obliged 
to  tear  myfelf  from  fo  many  attractions,  and  to 
purfue  my  journey.  The  beautiful  Dina  hav- 
ing learned  of  my  people  (for  fhe  informed 
herfelf  of  every  thing)  that  the  bifcuits  I had 
procured  from  the  negroes  were  almoft  at  an 
end,  fhe  begged  me  to  accept  a fmall  fupply 
which  fhe  had  made  herfelf.  On  the  firft  of 
March,  after  returning  thanks  to  my  amiable 
hofts,  I took  leave  of  them,  at  five  in  the 
afternoon,  and  marched  forwards  to  the  Gamka^ 
or  Leuw-Rivier^  the  Lion  River  ; where  we 
arrived  at  nine  in  the  evening,  and  encamped. 

Lions 


Lions  formerly  were  very  common  near  this 
river,  becaufe  antelopes  alfo  were  found  here 
in  great  abundance  ; but  when  the  inhabitants 
approached  nearer  to  each  other,  the  antelopes 
difappeared,  and  lions  confequently  are  become 
much  fcarcer.  Having  heard  at  Kevcec-Valey 
that  three  formidable  troops  of  Bofhmen  were 
ranging  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,  I 
thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to  penetrate 
farther  the  firll  night  ; befides  this,  1 had 
been  informed  that,  after  croffing  the  Ganika, 
until  I reached  the  Buffaloes  River,  I fhould 
not  find  a fingle  drop  of  water.  The  diftance 
between  thefe  rivers  was  full  twenty-five 
leagues  : that  I might  not  perilh  with  tliirfl, 
it  was  neceffary  to  perform  this  paflage  in  two 
days,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  travel  during 
the  heat  of  the  day  without  deftroying  both 
my  people  and  cattle.  I refolved  there- 
fore to  remain  two  days  on  the  Lion 
River,  to  ftrengthen  and  refrefli  my  oxen  as 
much  as  poffible  ; and,  in  the  evening  of  the 
fécond  day,  banifhing  every  idea  of  fear,  and 
paying  little  regard  to  the  terror  of  my  Hot- 
tentots, I refumed  my  journey,  taking  the  pre»- 
caution  to  flation  my  whole  caravan  between 
two  carriages,  which  ferved  as  an  advanced 
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and  a rear-guard.  A forced  march  of  two 
days,  or  rather  two  nights,  performed  with  the 
greateft  regularity,  conducted  us  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  which  we  had  fo  lonp"  wiflicd  to 

o 

fee.  During  the  night-time  I had  not  neg- 
leded  to  order  my  people  to  difcharge  their 
pieces  on  both  fides  of  us  every  fix  minutes  ; 
and  from  time  to  time  I gave  my  horfes,  which 
were  ready  to  faint  with  the  heat  and  fatigue, 
a refrefhment  of  water  from  my  jars.  My 
cattle  had  neither  eat  nor  drank;  they  all  panted 
for  breath,  and  feemed  every  moment  ready 
to  drop  down  on  the  fpot;  neverthelefs,  though 
it  was  late  in  the  evening  before  we  arrived  at 
the  Buffalo  River,  my  relays,  and  all  the  cattle 
that  marched  at  liberty,  having  difcovered  the 
ftream,  began  to  run  forwards  acrofs  the  mea- 
dows in  the  greateft  diforder  to  quench  their 
third;.  Thofe  which  drew  the,  carriages  re- 
fumed their  courage,  and  completed  the  paf- 
fage  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour  ; but 
had  it  not  been  for  the  attention  of  my  people, 
who  cut  the  traces  of  the  moft;  intraflable,  my 
three  carriages  would  have  been  overturned  in 
the  river.  We  all  of  us  followed  the  example 
of  our  animals,  and  the  bath  foon  made  me 
forget  my  fatigue. 
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When  our  fires  were  kindled  a pâft  <5f  OUf 
animals  joined  us  ; I was  extremely  uneafy 
for  the  reft,  but  we  heard  them  making  a 
noife  among  the  bufhes  which  furrounded  us, 
and  I concluded  that  they  were  fearching  for 
' food.  They  however  arrived  all  at  the  break 
of  day,  except  one  pair  of  oxen,  which  wei 
never  afterwards  law  : my  goat  alfo  ftrayed, 
and  did  not  return  till  fome  time  after  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day. 

When  1 awoke  ia  tl\e  morning  I was  very 
much  furprifed  to  find  myfelf  in  a delightful 
country,  which  the  obfcurity  of  the  night  had 
prevented  me  from  obferving.  The  river  was 
not  broad,  but  the  abundance  and  depth  of  its 
* waters  diftufed  throughout  the  neighbourhood 
a frefhnefs  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  as 
the  heat  was  exceflive  : it  runs  with  a hun- 
dred windings  through  beautiful  green  fields, 
and  I never  faw  fo  agreeable  groves  as  thofe 
with  which  its  banks  are  crovmed.  An  infinite 
number  of  partridges  and  moor-fowl  by  their 
cries  formed  a very  ftriking  contrail  with  thofe 
of  different  kinds  of  ducks,  herons,  brown 
fwans,  and  flamingoes,  with  which  the  river 
was  covered.  All  my  people  with  one  voice 
having  begged  me  to  flop  here  fome  days, 
I I rea- 
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I readily  confented,  and  was  exceedingly  glad 
that  they  had  anticipated  my  wifhes.  This  was 
ône  of  thofe  delightful  retreats  which  prove 
that  the  imaginations  of  the  poets  do  not,  al- 
ways in  their  defcriptions  exceed  the  bounds 
of  nature  and  truth,  < The  fpot,  however, 
where  we  had  paffed  the  night,  was  not  the 
moft  favourable  ; fome  large  rocks  in  our 
neighbourhood  covered  both  if  and  us  too 
much,  and  might  have  enabled  the  enemy  to 
furprife  us  with  much  eafe  ; on  this  account 
we  conveyed  our  carriages  and  our  baggage 
to  the  middle  of  a fmall  meadow,  which  the 
winding  of  the  river  rendered  almoft  a penin- 
fula,  and  there  we  eredled  our  tents. 

From  the  plantation  of  the  two  negroes  al- 
ready mentioned  we  had  performed  a march 
of  eighty  leagues  ; and  one  can  fcarcely  con- 
ceive what  we  fuffered  in  this  paflage.  How 
much  relief  fhould  I have  derived  from  the 
fheep  w'hich  I exchanged  with  the. Hottentots 
of  Snewberg  ! From  that  period  w^e  did  not 
meet  wnth  the  fmalleft  article  of  game,  and 
not  even  a pond  of  water  fo  pure  that  we 
could  ufe  it  without  great  precaution  ; none  of 
that  which  we  found  w^as  fit  to  be  drunk  un- 
til we  had  boiled  it  either  with  tea  or  coffee,  to 
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deftroy,  or  at  leaft  to  conceal,  its  noxious  and 
difagreeable  qualities. 

The  beauties  of  the  fpot,  and  the  abundance 
of  every  necelTary  which  the  Buffalo  River 
procured  us,  were  not  the  only  motives  that 
induced  us  to, remain  fo  long  on  its  banks.  I 
continued  here  till  the  14th  of  the  month,  em- 
ployed only  in  repairing  my  carriages,  the 
ruined  condition  of  which  had  for  a long  time 
given  me  great  uneafmefs.  They  were  fo 
much  fhattered,  and  the  fun  had  fo  dried 
them,  that  they  were  ready  t©  fall  to  pieces  ; 
it  was  neceflary  above  all  to  renew  the  wheels, 
as  all  the  fpokes  were  lofe  in  the  naves.  I or- 
dered them  to  be  put  into  water  to  make  the 
wood  fwell  ; and  they  remained  there  a long 
time  before  they  received  any  affi dance  from 
the  hatchet.  As  for  my  part,  I reviewed  my 
colledlion,  which  was  far  from  being  in  pro- 
per order  ; and  this  bufmefs  was  a work  of  no 
little  labour.  Every  thing  almoft  that  I had 
contained  birds  : my  tea-chefts,  and  my  boxes 
for  holding  coffee  and  fugar,  were  all  filled  with 
them.  I now  expected  foon  to  reach  the  centre 
of  the  colonies  ; and  I fhould  have  confidered 
the  flighteft  accident  that  might  have  hap- 
pened to  retard  our  march  as  a great  misfor- 
tune. 
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tune.  Being  perfuaded  that  we  had  nothing 
more  to  fear  fi-om  the  Bofhmen,  and  feeing  all 
my  people  fufficientlycompofed  and  freed  from 
their  terrors,  I refolved  to  travel  night  and  day; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  determination  I 
departed  on  the  14th,  at  five  in  the  evening, 
obferving  the  fame  order  as  before.  Having 
halted  at  midnight,  near  the  Matjes-Fontein, 
the  atmofphere  became  overcaft,  and  feemed 
to  threaten  a ftorm  ; but  it  pafled  by  us,  and 
next  morning  I eroded  the  Wet-Waater,  and 
unyoked  my  cattle  at  Conjiapel^  an  agreeable 
plantation,  which  the  owners  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of  a fcarcity 
of  water.  Though  the  feafon  was  now  far 
advanced,  the  heat  had  not  yet  decreafed,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  remain  inactive  during 
the^  middle  of  the  day,  when  the  fun’s  rays 
darted  upon  us  with  the  greateft  force  ; we 
were  fcorched  fo  much  the  more,  as  we  could 
find  no  fhade  or  place  of  Ihelter  to  fecure  us 
from  them  : the  relaxed  ftate  in  which  we 
were  did  not  even  permit  us  to  amufe  our- 
felves  with  hunting.  It  is  well  known  that 
ftifling  heat  tends  greatly  to  deftroy  the  ap- 
petite, and  that  it  corrupts  meat  whether  frelh 
or  faked,  and  renders  it  very  difgufting;  the 
VoL.  II.  Cc  operations 
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operations  of  our  kitchen  were  fufpended  there 
fore  for  fome  time.  My  Hottentots  flept  dur- 
ing the  day  : as  for  me,  I lived  on  Mifs  Dina’s 
blfcuits  ; and  all  the  indulgence  I allowed  my- 
felf  was  to  Reep  them  in  goat’s  milk,  which  I 
always  tailed  with  pleafurc.  ' I cannot  recon- 
mend  too  ftrongly  to  travellers  who  undertake 
fuch  journeys  as  mine,  to  procure  a great 
number  of  thefe  docile  and  ufeful  animals. 
They  are  fond  of  man,  attach  themfelves  to 
him,  every  where  follow  him,  occalion  no  em- 
barralTment,  and  require  little  or  no  care. 
Every  day  they  will  fupply  enough  for  their 
nourilhment,  and  to  quench  their  thirft  ; and 
thefe  poor  brutes,  which  are  not  delicate  like 
fome  other  animals,  and  which  are  contented 
with  almofl;  any  thing,  can  endure  third  a long 
time  without  lofmg  their  milk. 

The  1 6th  and  the  1 7th,  after  crofling  Touws- 
Rivier^  I advanced  fix  leagues  farther;  and, 
near  Werkeerde-Valey,-  reached  a very  large 
lake,  upon  the  borders  of  which  was  a fmall 
plantation,  entrufted  by  the  owner,  who  was 
abfent,  to  the  care  of  fome  Hottentots.  Hav- 
ing found  here  a planter  who  had  recently 
quitted  the  Cape  in  order  to  go  to  Camdebo,  I 
was  relieved  from  a load  which  had  long  op- 
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prefled  me,  by  learning  that  Mr.  Boers  was 
perfedly  recovered,  and  that  he  had  returned 
to  the  town.  In  this  Ipot  I had  an  opportu- 
nity of  meeting  with  birds  of  various  kinds, 
and,  among  others,  fome  coots  exa(^tly  like 
thofe  of  Europe  ; but  the  marlhes  near  the 
lake  furnifhed  me  with  fuch  a number  of 
fnipes  that  they  became  our  ordinary  food. 

As  there  were  a great  many  hogs  upon  this 
plantation,  I purchafed  one  of  them  ; but  I 
was  obliged  to  go  and  choofe  it  myfelf,  and 
take  it  from  the  reeds  ; becaufe,  as  I have  al- 
ready obferved,  when  fpeaking  of  the  manner 
* in  which  they  are  bred,  thefe  had  become 
quite  wild.  I bought  alfo  fome  flour,  in  or- 
der that  I might  regale  my  people  with  the  firft 
bread  they  had  eat  fmce  my  departure  : Klaas’s 
wife  prepared  it,  and  Ihe  indeed  fucceeded 
wonderfully  well.  Having  quitted  Werkeerde- 
Valey,  we  entered  on  the  2 1 ft  another  country, 
called  the  Boke-Veld,  or  plain  of  the  fpring- 
bocks'*,  which  undoubtedly  abounded  there 
formerly  ; but  at  this  time  none  of  them  were 
any  where  to  be  feen.  On  the  hills,  every 
where  around  us,  we  obferved  feveral  planta- 
tidns,  from  which  we  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
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remove,  for  the  farther  we  went  the  more 
frequent  they  became.  I was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  paffing  clofe  to  that  of  John  Pinar. 
Though  he  earneftly  requefted  me  to  flop  and 
refrefh  myfelf  at  his  houfe,  I declined  his 
invitation,  and  purfued  my  journey;  but  the 
inhabitants,  whether  white  men,  Hottentots, 
or  negroes,  all  haftened  to  fee  my  caravan 
file  off,  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  in 
our  great  cities  people  flock  to  fee  fome  curi- 
ous fhew  or  uncommon  fpedlacle.  My  beard, 
above  all,  in  a country  where  neither  Jews  nor 
capuchins  are  ever  known,  appeared  to  be  a 
wonderful  and  an  extraordinary  phenomenon; 
though  it  put  the  children  to  flight,  and  ftruck 
a great  terror  into  the  women.  After  difem- 
barrafling  myfelf  wdth  great  difficulty  from 
the  importunity  of  the  inquifitive,  who  ha- 
raffed  me  wdth  their  queftions,  I reached,  at 
half  af  ter  eleven  at  night,  a peaceful  inhabited 
retreat,  at  the  diflance  of  three  leagues  : but 
the  news  of  my  return  were  fpread  abroad  ; 
and  next  morning,  fcarcely  had  daylight  ap- 
peared, when  more  than  twenty  of  the  inha- 
bitants, attracted  by  curiolity,  furrounded  my 
camp,  that,  whatever  route  I ffiould  purfue,  it 
might  be  impoffible  for  me  to  efcape  them. 
I Thefe 
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Thefe  people  had  taken  great  pleafure  in  pro- 
pagating an  hundred  abfurd  tales  refpedling 
me  ; and  they  alked  me  an  hundred  ridiculous 
queftions  one  after  the  other:  they  afferted, 
for  example,  that  1 had  brought  back  waggon 
loads  of  gold-duft  and  jewels,  found  in  the 
rivers,  or  on  rocks,  never  before  explored. 
One  of  thefe  credulous  peafants  begged  me  to 
fhew  him  that  magnificent  precious  hone,  fu- 
perior  to  the  diamond,  and  as  large  as  an  egg, 
found  in  the  head  of  an  enormous  ferpent,  with 
which  I had  fought  a moft  defperate  and  bloody 
battle.  I mention  thefe  abfurdities  merely  to 
juftify  what  I have  faid  elfewhere  refpedling 
that  ftupid  fondnefs  for  the  marvellous,  by 
M^hich  the  planters  amufe  their  idle  hours,  and 
diffipate  the  languor  which  oppreiTes  them. 

I intended  to  remain  reclufe  in  the  place 
where  I was  till  evening,  but  the  number  of  the  * 
curious  increafed  fo  much  every  minute,  that 
I loft  all  patience,  and  departed  abruptly.  In 
vain  did  I attempt  to  avoid  three  or  four  plan- 
tations fituated  in  the  canton  through  which 
it  was  neceftary  for  me  to  pafs  ; importunity 
every  where  purfued  me,  fo  that  I had  no 
Other  refource  but  to  take  advantag-e  of  the 
pbfcurity  of  the  night,  and  to  go  almoft  like  a 
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malefactor,  and  conceal  myfelf  at  the  bottom  of 
an  enormous  chain  of  mountains  named  Cloofy 
which  forms  the  limits  of  another  country 
called  Roye-Sand. 

This  mountain,  like  an  iinmenfe  curtain, 
raifed  by  the  hand  of  misfortune  before  me, 
feemed  placed  there  to  difconcert  me  ftill 
more,  and  to  increafe  my  uneafmefs.  It  was 
however  neceffary  either  to  overcome  this  ob- 
ftacle,  or  to  make  a very  long  circuit,  the 
extent  of  which  I did  not  know,  nor  how 
much  time  it  might  require.  I was  no  longer 
animated  by  that  impetuous  ardour  which  I 
had  Ihewn  at  my  departure  ; nor  by  that  in- 
vincible courage  which  cherifhed  in  my  foul 
the  love  of  novelties,  and  the  impatient  defire 
of  being  the  firft  to  take  pofTeffion  of  a country 
fo  curious  and  fo  little  known.  I found  myfelf 
in  turns  flopped  by  difcouragement,  and  hur- 
ried forwards  by  gratitude  and  friendfliip. 
I formed  therefore  my  refolution,  and  deter- 
mined to  climb  in  the  befl  manner  I could  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  fleepnefs  of  the 
way,  and  the  quagmires  which  I had  to  en- 
counter in  this  paflage,  almofl  frightened  me, 
Yet  this  is  the  ufuai  route  of  the  neighbouring 
planters,  who  choofe  rather  to  run  the  rifque 
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of  lofmg  their  cattle  and  carriages  than  unite 
to  make  a proper  road,  or  at  lead  to  repair  fome 
pafles  ; an  evident  proof  both  of  their  inatten- 
tion and  their  indolence. 

For  my  own  fafety  I ventured  to  undertake 
this  bufmefs.  I employed  the  whole  day  of  the 
24th  in  cutting  down  branches  of  trees  to  fill 
up  the  deep  fiflures,  and  in  covering  them  over 
wdth  ftones,  fand,  and  earth.  In  this  operation 
I fucceeded  ; and  on  the  25th,  in  the  fpace  of 
four  hours,  thanks  to  the  precautions  which 
we  had  taken,  and  the  exertions  which 
my  people  with  great  cheerfulnefs  made,  at 
the  expence  of  a very  trifling  lofs,  we  had  the 
jnexpreflible  happinefs  of  pafling  the  frightful 
precipice,  the  only  one  that  we  had  occafion 
to  dread.  The  planters  call  this  horrible  road 
MaJier-HoeCy  or  Mailer’s  Corner.  We  en- 
camped at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  on  the 
other  fide  ; and  next  day  halted  in  the  morning 
at  the  entrance  of  Roye-Sand^  near  the  ruins 
of  a plantation  which  appeared  to  have  been 
long  deferted. 

This  canton  in  my  opinion,  is  very  impro- 
perly name  Roye-Sand^  or  Red  Sand,  for  I ob- 
ferved  none  of  that  colour  : I remarked,  on 
ihe  contrary,  that  it  was  abfolutely  yellow, 
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This  country  is  fertile  in  corn  ; and  the 
crops  are  rich,  and  every  w^here  appear  in  great 
abundance.  We  from  time  to  time  had  a view 
of  delightful  plantations,  each  more  agreeably 
fituated  than  another  ; and  the  variety  of  the 
buildings  formed  every  w'here  fuch  interefling 
profpedts  as  afforded  the  higheft  gratification  to 
the  fight.  It  is  poffible  .that,  as  I had  been 
accuftomed  for  fixteen  months  to  views  of  a 
bolder  and  grander  nature,  the  contraft  of 
wild  countries,  and  their  habitations,  as  difmal 
as  uncommon,  with  the  new  order  of  things 
that  prefented  itfelf  to  my  eye,  might  make 
a deeper  impreffion  on  my  imagination.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  I was  never  tired  of  contem- 
plating thefe  beautiful  fcenes. 

All  thofe  chimerical  and  romantic  ideas 
which  had  flattered  my  fancy,  and  all  thofe 
melancholy  refledlions  which  I had  indulged 
on  quitting  the  favages,  began  now  to  vanifli  ; 
and  reafon  refuming  its  empire,  convinced 
me  that,  not  being  deftined  for  fuch  a wander- 
ing and  precarious  life,  I had  other  obligations 
to  difcharge,  and  other  objets  to  cherifh.  I 
already  fmiled  at  different  circumftances,  the 
remembrance  of  which  brought  full  in  my 
view  my  former  pleafures  and  paft  manner  of 
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Fife.  Frlendfhip  above  all,  arrayed  în  her  full 
graces,  and  fuch  as  fhe  ought  to  be  to  pleafe 
delicate  and  tender  fouls,  feemed  to  call 
me  at  a diftance,  and  to  ftretch  out  her  arms 
towards  me.  Other  fentiments  perhaps  came 
to  her  afliftance,  to  make  me  unbend  my  brow, 
and  to  incite  me  more  and  more  to  bring  my 
journey  to  a conclufion.  Certain,  from  the 
information  I had  received,  that  I fhould  find 
Mr.  Boers  at  the  Cape  in  good  health,  every 
ftep  I made  towards  the  town  added  to  the 
tranfports  of  my  impatience,  which  my  people 
fincerely  fliared  along  with  me.  It  was 
impoflible  for  me  to  be  fo  near  the  Cape 
without  wifhing  to  fee  the  road  that  was  to 
condu£l  me  thither  difappear  behind  me;  my 
whole  thoughts  therefore  were  occupied  with 
the  pleafure  I expeaed  to  feel  on  feeing  my 
friends  j but  above  all  in  embracing  him,  who 
on  many  accounts  had  the  belt  claim  to  the 

firft  and  moft  diftinguifhed  place  in  my  affec- 
tion. 

On  the  26th,  after  having  efcaped,  if  I may 
exprefs  myfelf  fo,  ten  plantations  which  lay 
in  our  way,  I croffed  the  Broad  River;  a league 
farther,  the  Waater-^Val,  or  Water-fall  ; and  af- 
terwards fome  more  plantations,  which  un- 
doubtedly 
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cloubtedly  had  been  long  waiting  to  fee  me 
pafs  ; for  the  inhabitants,  obferving  that  I did 
not  flop,  ran  after  me  as  if  I had  been  a curi- 
ous wild  beaft,  and  never  quitted  me  till  they 
had  furveyed  me  for  fome  time.  Having 
eroded  the  Roye-Sand-Klooj\  the  Valley  of 
Red  Sand,  and  the  Klein-Berg-Rhier,  or  Lit- 
tle River  of  the  Mountains,  when  I arrived 
next  morning,  the  27th,  at  Swart-Land^  I or- 
dered my  horfes,  which  I had  not  ufed  for 
fome  time,  to  be  faddled  ; and  leaving  a num- 
ber of  inquifitive  planters  around  my  carnages 
and  baggage,  I advanced  forwards,  accompa- 
nied by  my  faithful  Klaas  ; and  arrived  with 
much  pleafure  the  fame  evening,  at  the  houfe 
of  my  ancient  hoft,  the  worthy  Slaber,  who 
had  fo  nobly  entertained  me  two  years  before, 
when  I met  with  the  dreadful  difafter  already 
mentioned  at  the  bay  of  Saldanha. 

Words  could  hardly  exprefs  the  joy,  and 
above  all  the  aftonifhment,  which  my  arrival 
occafioned  to  all  this  refpe<5table  family.  They 
expected  it  fo  little  ; I was  fo  difg\iifed  by  my 
beard,  and  the  accounts  which  had  been  prOr« 
pagated  at  the  Cape,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, of  the  diftant  excurfions  and  the  dan- 
gers to  which  I had  expofed  myfelf,  rendered 
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my  death  fo  probable,  that  they  were  all  terri- 
iied  on  my  approach.  The  women  particu- 
larly declared  bloody  war  againft  that  thick 
and  black  covering  which  obfciired  part  of  my 
vifage.  It  had,  indeed,  for  fome  time  been 
entirely  ufelefs,  and  confequently  a burden  to 
me.  Mitje-SIaber,  the  youngeft  of  my  holt’s 
daughters,  obligingly  offered  to  free  me  from 
it.  I therefore  fell  down  on  my  knees  and  de- 
voted my  head  as  a facrifice.  Scarcely  had  Î 
arrived  at  this  happy  retreat,  when  I difpatch-  - 
ed  Klaas  to  Mr.  Boers  to  inform  him  of  my 
return  ; and  I fent  him,  at  the  fame  time,  two 
of  thofe  fmall  antelopes  called  Jiecn-bocks^  and 
a few  partridges  which  I had  killed  by  the 
way.  Next  morning  I received  the  congratu- 
lations of  my  friend,  wTo  fent  me  two  of  his 
heft  horfes,  and  earneftly  preffed  me  to  repair 
to  his  houfe  immediately. 

The  fame  day  my  people,  whom  I had  left 
behind,  arrived  with  my  carriages.  The  mo- 
ment of  our  feparation  was  now  approaching; 
we  had  both  of  us  reciprocally  forgot  our 
animofities  ; fome  gave  vent  to  fighs,  others 
fhed  tears;  and,  wTile  I could  not  contain 
mine,  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  a fécond  journey,  fhould  circumftances  be*? 
cpme  favourable^ 
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I diftnbuted  among  thefe  faithful  compa- 
nions of  my  fatigues  and  adventures  all  the 
remainder  of  my  effects,  and  fuch  things  as 
could  be  of  no  utility  to  me  in  the  town;  to 
•which  I added  even  my  linen  and  other 
clothes  referving  nothing  but  what  I had  on 
my  body.  I begged  two  of  thefe  Hottentots 
to  remain  fome  days  more  Vvdth  Mr.  Slabcr, 
to  take  care  of  my  Die-goats  and  Tick  or  ufelels 
oxen  which  I left  on  the  plantation  till  farther 
orders.  I then  appointed  Mr.  Boers’s  houfe 
as  a rendezvous  for  the  reft  of  my  caravan  ; 
and  Klaas  and  I having  mounted  our  horfes, 
the  fame  evening  I enjoyed  the  happinefs  of 
embracing  a friend  and  benefadlor  whom  I 
had  been  apprehenfive  of  never  again  feeing. 

My  baggage  arrived  on  the  2d  of  April, 
and  it  was  then  that  I returned  thanks  to  my 
faithful  fervants,  and  paid  them  their  w^ages. 
They  were  all  burning  with  impatience  to  re- 
vifit  their  families.  I ftretched  out  my  hand 
to  Klaas,  who  could  fcarcely  tear  himfelf  from 
his  mafter  ; and,  as  his  horde  was  at  a lefs  dif- 
tance  from  the  town  than  that  of  the  other  Hot- 
tentots whom  I had  difcharged,  I defired  him 
to  vifit  me  often,  and  promifed  him  a continu- 
ance of  my  protedion,  my  confidence,  and 
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my  frlendlhîp.  I,  above  all,  aflured  him  that 
I would  not  remain  long  inadlive  at  the  Cape, 
and  that  I depended  upon  his  afliftance  for  new 
enterprifes.  This  was  the  foie  objedl  of  his 
defires,  and  the  only  alleviation  of  his  forrow. 
I muft  indeed  confefs  that  I could  not  fee  him 
depart  without  the  greateft  emotion,  though 
diftradled  by  crowds  of  vifitors  who  thronged 
into  my  friend  s houfe,  fome  of  whom  were 
attradfed  by  a generous  concern  for  my  wel- 
fare, but  the  greater  number  by  a defire  of 
gratifying  their  eager  curiofity. 


I HAVE  placed  at  the  end  of  this  volume 
the  figures  of  a male  and  female  giraffe, 
though  I met  with  thefe  animals  only  in  my 
fécond  journey.  This,  therefore,  is  a kind 
of  anticipation  that  may  appear  irregular,  but 
to  which  I have  in  fome  meafure  been  conftrain- 
ed  by  folicitations  which  1 ought  to  confider 
as  commands. 

By  way  of  fupplement,  and  as  an  explana- 
tion of  thefe  two  plates,  I have  added  a hafty 
fketch  refpedting  the  natural  hiftory  of  the 
animals  which  they  reprefent,  referving  more 
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eflential  and  fuller  details  for  that  part  in  this 
work  where  they  naturally  ought  to  appear. 

Many  and  various  accounts  have  been  pu- 
blifhed  of  the  giraffe;  but,  notwithftanding 
all  the  elegant  and  fcientific  differtations  writ- 
ten on  this  fubjeâ;,  no  juft  or  precife  idea  hath 
been  hitherto  formed  of  its  configuration,  much 
lefs  of  its  manners,  its  taftes,  its  chai*ad;er,  and 
its  organization. 

If,  among  the  known  quadrupèdes,  prece- 
dency be  allowed  to  height,  the  giraffe  with- 
out doubt  muft  hold  the  firft  rank.  A male, 
Avhich  I have  in  my  colledtion,  and  of  which 
a figure  is  given  in  the  eighth  plate,  meafured 
after  I killed  it  fixteen  feet  four  inches,  from 
the  hoof  to  the  extremity  of  its  horns.  I ufe 
this  expre/fion  in  order  to  be  underftood  ; for, 
the  giraffe  has  no  real  horns,  but  between  its 
, ears,  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  head,  arife 
in  a perpendicular  and  parallel  direction,  two 
excrefcences  from  the  cranium,  which,  with- 
out any  joint,  ftrctchto  the  height  of  eight  or 
nine  inches,  terminating  in  a convex  knob, 
and  are  furrounded  by  a row  of  ftrong  ftraight 
' hair,  which  overtops  them  by  feveral  lines. 

The  female  is  generally  lower  than  the 
male.  That  reprefented  in  the  following  plate 
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■was  only  thirteen  feet  fix  inches  in  height  ; 
and  her  incifive  teeth,  which  were  almoft  all 
worn  away,  inconteftably  proved  that  fhe  had 
attained  to  her  full  growth. 

In  confequence  of  the  number  of  thefe  ani-. 
mais  which  I killed  and  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  I may  eftablifh  as  a certain  rule,  that 
the  males  are  generally  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet 
in  height,  and  the  females  from  thirteen  to 
fourteen. 

Whoever  fhould  judge  of  the  fize  and  thick- 
nefs  of  thefe  animals  from  the  above  dimen- 
fions,  would  be  greatly  deceived.  I may  al- 
moft fay  that  they  confift  of  nothing  but  neck 
and  legs.  The  eye,  indeed,  that  is  accuftomed 
to  the  long  full  figures  of  Europe,  finds  no  pro- 
portion between  a height  of  fixteen  feet  and  a 
length  of  feven,  taken  from  the  tail  to  the 
breaft.  Another  deformity,  if  it  may  be  called 
fo,  makes  us  contraft  the  parts  before  with 
thofe  behind.  The  former  have  a confiderable 
thicknefs  towards  the  fhould ers,  but  the  latter 
are  fo  thin  and  meagre  that  they  do  not  feem 
formed  the  one  for  the  other. 

Naturalifts  and  travellers  who  fpeak  of  the 
giraffe,  all  agree  in  making  the  hind  legs  only 
half  the  length  of  thofe  before  ; but  did  thofe 
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who  afTert  fo  really  fee  the  animal,  or,  if  they 
faw  it,  did  they  confider  it  attentively  ? 

An  Italian  author,  who  certainly  never  faw 
it,  caufed  a figure  of  it  to  be  engraved  at  Ve- 
nice, in  a work  entitled  Defcrizioni  degli  ani- 
ij'ji.  This  figure  is  formed  exactly 
from  the  defcriptions  which  had  then  been 
publifhed  of  the  animal  ; but  this  exadnefs 
renders  it  fo  ridiculnuR,  that  wc  muft  confider 
it,  on  the  part  of  the  Italian  author,  as  a fe- 
vere  criticifm  on  all  the  accounts  which  had 
appeared,  and  which  have  been  fo  often  re- 
peated. 

Of  all  the  old  authors^  who  have  fpoken  of 
this  animal,  the  mofi;  exaâ:  is  Giiius,  who  fays 
exprefsly  that  “ the  giraffe  has  its  four  legs  of 
“ the  fame  length  ; but  that  the  fore  thighs  are 
“ fo  long  in  comparifon  of  thofe  behind,  that 
‘‘  the  back  of  the  animal  appears  inclined  like 
“ the  roof  of  a houfe.”  If  by  the  fore  thighs 
Giiius  means  the  omoplate  or  fhoulder  blade, 
his  affertion  is  juft,  and  I perfeûly  agree  with 
him. 

I 

* Among  the  moderns,  the  moft  cxadi  engraving  is 
without  doubt  that  which  was  executed  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  Dr.  Allaman,  from  drawings  furniüied  by  Colonel 
Gordon. 
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The  account  given  by  Hellodoru^s  is  far 
from  being  fo  corred.  If  we  believe  that  he 
fpeaks  of  a giraffe,  when  he  fays  its  head 
is  only  double  the  fize  of  that  of  the  oftrich, 
we  muft  conclude  that  things  have  changed 
much  fince,  and  that,  in  the  lapfe  of  time, 
Nature  has  made  either  the  one  or  the  other 
of  thefe  animals  fuffer  great  variations. 

The  horns  forming  part  of  the  cranium,  as 
I have  already  faid,  can  never  fall  off.  They 
are  not  folid  like  thofe  of  the  flag,  nor  com- 
pofed  of  any  fubftance  analogous  to  thofe  of 
the  ox;  much  lefs  do  they  confift  of  hair 
united,  as  Buffon  fuppofes.  They  are  fimply 
of  a bony  calcareous  fubftance,  divided  by  a 
multitude  of  fmall  pores  like  all  bones,  and 
are  covered  throughout  their  whole  length 
with  fhort  coarfe  hair,  which  has  no  refem- 
blance  to  the  foft  down  that  covers  the  young 
horns  of  roe-bucks  or  flags. 

The  figures  of  this  animal,  given  in  the 
works  of  Buffon  and  Vofmar,  are  in  general 
defedlive.  Thefe  authors  have  made  the  horns 
terminate  in  a point,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
truth.  Inftead  of  bringing  the  mane  only  to 
the  fhoulders,  they  have  prolonged  it  to  the 
root  of  the  tail  ; a miftake  which,  added  to 
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many  others,  difgraces  and  renders  of  no  utility 
to  fcience  thefe  falfe  reprefentatlons,  which 
people  very  improperly  confide  in,  on  account 
of  the  reputation  of  the  authors  who  publifh 
them,  ■ : 

The  giraffes,  both  male  and  female,  are 
fpotted  in  the  fame  manner  j but,  without  pay- 
ing attention  to  inequality  of  fize,  they  may 
eaflly  be  diflingtiiflied  from  each  other  even 
at  a diftance.  The  male,  on  a greyifh  white 
ground,  has  large  fpots  of  a dark  brown  co- 
lour, almoft  approaching  to  black  ; and  the 
female,  on  a like  ground,  has  fpots  of  a tawny 
colour,  which  renders  them  lefsftriking.  The 
young  males  are  at  firfl  of  the  colour  of  their 
mother,  but,  in  proportion  as  they  advance  in 
age  and  fize,  they  become  browner. 

Thefe  quadrupèdes  feed  upon  the  leaves  of 
trees,  and  particularly  on  thofe  of  a mimofa, 
peculiar  to  the  canton  which  they  inhabit. 
Meadow  grafs  forms  alfo  part  of  their  aliment  ; 
but  they  are  not  under  the  neceffity  of  kneel- 
ing down  to  browfe  or  to  drink,  as  fome  have 
improperly  believed.  They  often  lie  down  to 
ruminate  or  to  fleep,  which  caufes  a confider- 
able  callofity  on  the  flernum,  and  makes  their 
knees  to  be  always  covered  with  a hard  fkin. 

Had 
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Had  Nature  endowed  the  giraffe  with  an 
irafcible  difpofition,  it  certainly  would  have 
had  caufe  to  complain;  for  the  means  with 
which  it  is  provided,  either  for  attack  or  de- 
fence, are  very  trifling.  It  is  indeed  a peace- 
ful and  timid  animal  ; it  fhuns  danger,  and 
flies  from  it,  trotting  along  very  fall;;  a good 
horfe  can  with  difficulty  overtake  it. 

It  is  faid  that  it  has  not  ftrength  to  defend 
itfelf  ; but  I know,  beyon'd  a 'doubt,  that  by  its 
kicking  it  often  tires  out,  difcourages,  and  even 
beats  off  the  lion.  Except  upon  one  occafion 
I never  faw  it  make  ufe  of  its  horns  : they 
may  be  confidered  as  of  no  utility,  were  it 
poffible  to  doubt  of  the  wifdom  and  precau- 
tion employed  by  Nature,  whofe  motives  we 
are  not  always  able  to  comprehend. 

I have  thought  it  neceffary,  in  compliance 
with  the  wifhes  of  thole  who  requefted  them, 
to  'accompany  thefe  two -figures  with  a con- 
cife  defcription,  which  will  ferve  to-  illuftrate 
them  better  : but  I muft;  inforni  the  reader, 
that  I have  not  here  faid  all  that  I intend 
refpeding  this  extraordinary  animal. 


£ND  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 


Dircéïîons  to  the  Binder  for  placing  the  Copper-platesf 
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Encampment  in  the  Gl’eat  Nimiqua  country  to  front  the 
title. 

» 

View  of  the  mountains  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 


front  page  - - - - _ « 

Encampment  at  Pampoen-Kraal  - - - 165 

Hottentot  man  - - - » 21 1 

Hottentot  woman  - - - - 258 

Narina,  a yoiing  Gon?iqua  girl  ^6 1 


VOL.  H, 

A Gonaqua  man  - 7. 

A CafFre  man  . _ _ - 282 

A CafFre  woman  - « - _ 284 

A Hottentot  woman  > _ _ 

The  male  giraffe  - _ - « 

The  female  ditto  • ..  * ► 40Q 


I 


r>  • 


H 


